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Labour is still on course for victory, says MORI poll 
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By Pcter Riddell 

LABOUR enters the final week of 
the election campaign in a com¬ 
manding position with no evidence 
of any Tory recovery, according to 
the latest MORi poll for The Times. 
. The poll will undermine the surge 
in Tory- hopes yesterday that the 
party' is at las? narrowing ihe gap. It 
suggests that Labour 'is still on 
course for a clear election victory on 
May 1. 

The MORI poll, undertaken on 
Tuesday, puts Labour on 48 per 
cent, down one point over the past 


week. The Tories are on 27 per cent, 
down five points on the week. By 
contrast, the Liberal Democrats 
have gained four points over the 
week to 17 per cent. Support for the 
Referendum Parry has risen from 2 
to 3 per cent over the week. 

The MORi figure for the Tories 
could be exceptionally low. it is the 
lowest of the campaign, and below 
the party’s recent range, so the 
Labour lead, at 21 points, may be 
exaggerated. But the poll as a whole 
conurms Labour's strung position, 
and is line with all but one other 
recenf polls. A new Gallup survey 


today puts Labour on 50 per cent 
against 30 per cent for the Tories. 

Other questions asked by MORI 
support this conclusion. Tony Blair 
enjoys a big lead over John Major 
on who would make the most 
capable Prime Minister, and Lab¬ 
our is also well ahead of the Tories 
on who has the best team of leaders, 
the best policies for the country as a 
whole and who is most clear and 
united. 

Particularly damaging for the 
Tories is that more than a quarter of 
the public believe that it is rime for a 
change, even though they accept 


that "the Government has built 
strong foundations for Britain’s 
economic recovery” This confirms 
tiiai u crucial Mock of voters is 
prepared to disregard the strength 
of the economy, putting a higher 
priority on getting rid of rhe Tories. 
Admittedly, an - unusually large- 
number — a quarter of those 
questioned — say they may change 
their voting intentions over the next 
week. But more Tory than Labour 
supporters say they may shift. 

ihe poll is directly contrary to an 
1CM poll in The Guardian yester¬ 
day, which showed a big rise in 


Tory support to 37 per cent and drop 
in the Labour raring to 42 per cent, 
which is out of line with all other 
recent polls. 

The Tories have seized on the 
figures which, they say, back their 
own private voting intention polls 
which have been putting the Labour 
lead in single figures. Mr Major has 
also claimed that the evidence from 
Tory canvass returns points to 
higher Tory support than the polls 
which have “baffled" him. 

The rise in Liberal Democrat 
supporr is also reflected in an 
improvement in its relative position 


so it is now in the lead in the main 
Tory/Libera I Democrat marginal 
seats. The Tories, however, believe 
that the recent arguments over 
Europe may help them retain 
waverers in key seats in rhe south¬ 
west. such as the fishing ports of 
Cornwall. 

MORi interviewed 1,133 adults at 
SS sampling paints across Britain 
on a face-to-face basis on April 22. 
Voting intention figures exlude 
whose who site they would not vote (6 
percent /. are undecided (0 percent I 
or who refuse to name a party 14 per 
ant). 
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Lottery plan 
angers BMA 
and teachers 


By Jill Sherman, chief political correspondent 
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DOCTORS and teachers 
poured scorn Dn Labour's 
plans for a “El billion jackpot” 
of lottery money for health 
and education last night 
claiming that the parly would 
use the weekly draw to pay for 
basic services. 

Tony Blair and an array of 
celebrities announced that the 
midweek. Lottery fund, pro¬ 
jected to raise £400 million 
profit a year, would be ear¬ 
marked for health centres, 
homework dubs and informa¬ 
tion technology training for 
teachers. 

“Labour cant guarantee 
that you'll win the lottery. But 
we will guarantee your money 
goes to causes you care about.” 
Mr Blair said. “It is the 
people's lottery. It should ad¬ 
dress the peopled priorities." 

But Ihe British Medical 
.Association and the National 
Association of Head Teachers 
immediately attacked the idea 
and expressed fears about 
basic funding. Critics also 
said that the lottery' was 
usually played by those on low 
incomes, and it was unfair 
that they should pay twice for 
public services. 

“There might be an assump¬ 
tion that because there is a pot 
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of gold at the end of the lottery 
rainbow we dont need to 
worry any longer about the 
NHS,” the BMA said. 

David Hart. NAHT general 
secretary, said that Labour 
was in grave danger of going 
down the same route as the 
Tories — “using lottery money 
increasingly to resource basic 
needs in schools.” 

He had no doubi that Jonery 
money was being used for 
important initiatives. “But 1 
remain very sceptical about 
the desirability of using lottery 
money to fund basic needs 


‘War book’ reveals 
strengths and fears 

By Philip Webster, political editor 

THE Conservatives last night 
published a “war book” con- 
staining a detailed Labour 
campaign plan and predicted 
that the - party was planning a 
series of smears in the final 
days before polling. 

Brian Mawhinney released 
the 32-page document — 
which arrived at Conservative 
; Central Office in a brown 
-envelope six months ago — 
with a letter to candidates 
. claiming that it showed that 
; Labour accepted it was weak 
on the unions, tax. the hidden 
Left, Europe and inexperience. 

The Tory chairman also 
said that rhe document, called 
■ War Book: Version 3, proved 
that Labour thought the Con¬ 


servatives were strong on in¬ 
flation. interest rates, the econ¬ 
omy and Europe. 

But Labour chiefs, who said 
the document was authentic if 
out of date, disputed Dr 
Mawhinney*s interpretation. 
They said it was a summary 
of Conservative claims about 
Labour strengths and 
weaknesses. 

The document identifies the 
four main threats to Labour as 
rhe economy, fear of Labour, 
“decent John Major” and 
Europe. It suggests that the 
way to tackle Europe was to 
imply that Britain had no 
influence within the Commun¬ 
ity because “Major is weak 

Continued on page Z eo! 6 


across all schools and there is 
no doubt that information 
technology is a basic need as 
we enter the 21st century." 

The National Union of 
Teachers welcomed Labour's 
announcement of in-service IT 
training for teachers, but also 
expressed concern about it 
being funded from lottery 
cash. “Such essential provi¬ 
sion as the training of teachers 
should not be dependent on 
unreliable sources of fund¬ 
ing,” the union said. 

The Tories accused Labour 
of a “smash and grab” raid on 
lottery money to fund the 
“black hole” in its spending 
plans. Brian Mawhinney. the 
Tory parly chairman, said. 
“Gordon Brown has already 
admitted that taxes would rise 
in July under a Labour gov¬ 
ernment Now we know that 
they would not only put up 
taxes — they would pinch the 
Lottery cash too." 

But Mr Blair defended his 
plan, insisting the £1 billion 
would come on top of govern¬ 
ment spending and arguing 
that the new projects would be 
difficult to finance under 
present constraints. 

His aides denied that exist¬ 
ing lonery projects would be 
penalised but they admitted 
that the midweek lonery 
which has boosted overall 
profits by 20 per cent in the 
past two weeks would be 
ringfenced. 

Labour aides also admitted 
that the “people's lottery" 
could have an impact on 
future projects and accepted 
that primary legislation would 
be needed to amend the exist¬ 
ing lonery laws. The current 
disrrtbutors would need to be 
consulted before legislation 
was finalised. 

Virginia Bottomley. the Nat¬ 
ional Heritage Secretary, 
claimed that Labour's scheme 
would jeopardise the success 
of die lotteiy. increasing bu¬ 
reaucracy and threatening the 
concept that lonery money 
should not be used for govern¬ 
ment projects. 

She also insisted that £1 
billion would have to be 
reallocated from existing 
projects, so community sports 
clubs, charities and arts could 
lose out. 



Jemima Khan with son Sulaima/t canvassing for the Referendum Party yesterday 

Jemima rejoins election trail 


By Dominic Kennedy 

LAST time Jemima Khan, nee 
Goldsmith, tried to rouse 
women voters it was in Urdu. 
She might as well have spoken 
that yesterday. 

“Why did you choose us?~ 
Sarah Hobhouse. the head¬ 
mistress. said as she shooed 
away elegant, pencil-slim Je¬ 
mima from Coombe Hill 
infants'school. Kingston upon 
Thames, as she tied to mingle 


with mothers. "We are doing 
other schools as well,” Jemima 
assured her. “Good.'' snapped 
Mrs Hobhouse. retreating 
across the playground. 

Jemima, daughter of Sir 
James, fought her first election 
campaign this year in Paki¬ 
stan where husband Imran 
Khan’s Movement for Justice 
won none of the national as¬ 
sembly's 217 seats. A similar 
result is predicted for her 
father's Referendum Party 


next Thursday. Yesterday she 
hauled her five-month-old son 
Sulaiman around as she 
continued the struggle to cre¬ 
ate a political dynasty for him 
to inherit — somewhere. 

She had started the week by 
gening out and about among 
the council tenants of Putney, 
where Sir James seeks to end 
David Mellor’s 7,500 Tory 
majority — the former “Minis¬ 
ter for Fun” having challenged 
her to do just that. 


Ferry lines 
win order 
to halt 
Calais 
blockade 

By Harvey Elliott 
TRAVEL CORRESPONDENT 

Susan Bell in calms 
and Joanna Bale 

THREE rival ferry companies 
last night obtained an injunc¬ 
tion ordering 15 French fisher¬ 
men to end a blockade of 
Calais which caused 3b hours 
of cross-Channel travel chaos. 

Each of the fishermen — 
identified by the numbers on 
their boats — was served with 
the injunction ordering them 
to move away within one hour 
or face fines of FrlOO.OOO 
(£9.000) per person per hour, 
if they were at sea the orders 
were left in their homes. 

They had imposed the 
blockade on Tuesday after¬ 
noon in protest at being 
ordered to widen the mesh of 
their nets to avoid catching 
under-sized fish. 

Within hours, as the boats 
strung their nets across the 
harbour ai Calais, hundreds 
of lorries backed up along the 
M20 approach to Dover. Oth¬ 
er fishermen at Boulogne and 
Dunkirk joined the action and 
their skippers showed no sign 
of being ready to lift tiie 
blockade which stranded fer¬ 
ries, caused a massive tailback 
of lorries along the approach¬ 
es to the British channel ports 
and infuriated haulage firms 
who face renewed losses. 

Angry haulage firms yester¬ 
day went to the see the French 
Ambassador in London to 
hand in a demand for E88 
million in compensation from 
the earlier dispute. Although 
he promised to pass it on to 
President Chirac, there was 
little sign that it would have 
any more success than previ¬ 
ous demands. 

Thousands of day-tripper 
foot passengers abandoned 
their plans to cross to Calais 
for £i a head to stock up on 
duty-free goods. Cars were 
switched to the Shuttle tunnel 
crossing or to pons further 
east and west. 

Passengers were angry at 
the French fishermen for 
blockading Calais and caus¬ 
ing delays. Brynley Fowler, 50. 
of Launceston. Comwal.1 was 
on his way by coach to Sulou. 
Spain with 11 relatives, includ¬ 
ing five children. He said: “It 
was absolute chaos. The 
French should be kicked our of 
the European Union because 
they hold everyone else, espe¬ 
cially us. to ransom.” 


Lorry blockade, page 2 



Martial music 
marked end 
of Peru siege 

An electronic signal received 
by a member of the Peruvian 
security forces held hostage 
inside the Japanese Ambassa¬ 
dor's residence in Lima gave a 
vital warning that an oppa- 
tion to lift the 126-day siege 
was about to be launched. 

The sound of the Peruvian 
Marines’ official anthem 
from loudspeakers provided 
confirmation to the rest of the 
hostages that the attack was 
imminent-Page 16 

Cricketing idol 
Compton dies 

Denis Compton, the cavalier 
of cricket and hero to genera¬ 
tions of schoolboys, died yes¬ 
terday in a Windsor hospital 
after suffering a leg infection. 
He was 78. 

Compton, who represented 
England at cricket and foot¬ 
ball, was a idol for many 
youngsters and was also a 
pioneer of commercialism in 

sport-Pages 5 and 50 

Obituary, page 25 

College votes to 
stay women-only 

Oxford University's last sin¬ 
gle-sex college is to retain its 
women-only staff. St Hilda's 
College dons voted by 17 to ten 
to admit male academics as 
full members, or fellows — 
but failed by one vote to 
secure the two*hirds majority 
needed. The result was her¬ 
alded by the college's students 
as a victory for women’s 
education-Page 3 
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For British lorrymen stranded at Dover by the blockade anti-French me ans pro-Tory 
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By Kathryn Knight 


FOR most of the 1.500 lorry 
drivers caught in the queues 
snaking along the M2G to 
Dover yesterday it was the 
second time in months that the 
French had wreaked havoc on 
their business and livelihood. 

Some drivers had lost thou¬ 
sands of pounds after being 
stuck in French lorry block¬ 
ades in Caiais last November. 
Anri-French feeling was run¬ 
ning high yesterday as the 
drivers faced a 12-hour wait to 
reach a French port with each 
minute adding pounds to their 
debts. Most drivers were 
angrily resigned to the wait as 
they shuffled in groups by 
their stationary cate, sharing 
drinks and sandwiches which 
were meant to see them 
through to the Continent. 

The few French drivers 
meanwhile stayed in isolated 
pockets on opposite sides of 
the motorway as rumours that 
the French were trying to 
cheat the police blockades and 
jump the queues swept the 
starionary lorries. Indeed, the 
only drivers who weren't 
angry at the French were the 
French drivers. "Everybody 
has problems. It’s normal to 
strike so we are not angry." 
Thierry Rinjoi said. “The 
problem is that you English 


have no rime." 

Most however said they 
simply could not afford to lose 
more time And with the 
prospect of another strike by 
French lorry drivers on May 5. 
some drivers said yesterday 
this was enough to persuade 
them to put a cross by the Tory 
candidate on ballot day. 

“I'm going to give my vote to 
the Conservative Party.” said 
Lee Thom who was trying to 
get his load of parcels across to 
Arnhem for his company. Jack 
Con International. "They are 
the only ones who will try and 
make a stand. 1 don't trust the 
others to take a firm line with 
the French." 

Last year Mr Thom was in 
Ostend for 56 hours losing his 
employer hundreds of pounds. 
Hrs father. Barry 'Spike’ 
Thom, who who travelling in 
the lorry behind his son. was 
equally disenchanted. 

“The company is losing 
thousands every time this 
happens. We have lorries 
stuck in Zeebrugge, lorries 
stuck here. It is not rime we are 
wasting but the fact that the 
schedules get messed up as 
well. We are all worried. It is 
enough to make a small 
company like ours go under.” 

Every 20 minutes, another 
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The Calais blockade has stranded 1.500 lorries on the M20 at Ashford. Kent Many drivers are still smarting from the las? French protest 


25 or so lorries was allowed to 
shunt forward from the four- 
mile queue on the M20 and 
onwards to Dover, where they 
faced further delays. For Bob 
Jackson. 48, an owner-driver 
from Preston, his six hours in 
the queue so far had been long 
enough for him to rethink his 
vote. 

“If I counted up the money it 
was costing me every minute 1 
stood here doing nothing I 
would have a heart attack. It is 
hundreds of pounds a day. I 
simply cannot afford it," he 
said. 


On this occasion. Mr Jack- 
son was carrying non-perish¬ 
able produce to Austria but in 
the past has not been so lucky. 
“Last time I was stuck in 
Calais for three days with 
frozen lamb and a refrigerator 
that was losing energy by the 
hour. 

“The French seem to be able 
to get away with causing this 
havoc. We need someone to 
take a hard line and I've 
decided Mr Blair isn't the one 
who will do it.” 

Near the front of the queue, 
Richard Barry stood only 


yards from two French drivers 
but his looks could have killed 
from a mile away. “I think all 
the French drivers shoud be 
shunted to the side to let the 
English drivers through. Let 
them get a dose of their own 
medicine," he said. 

Mr Barry was frying to get 
his load to Mainz in Germany 
for his company, Davis 
Turner. “I am one of the lucky 
ones. I get paid whatever 
happens bur each rime some¬ 
thing like this happens, the 
boss is losing thousands. He 
needs us for other jobs. This 


sort of thing could close him 
down, it is very worrying for 
all of us who work there. This 
will change my vote, and III 
leave you to guess which 
way." 

Further back up the queue, 
another owner driver Joe Rus¬ 
sell. was cycling at the up and 
down past the stationary lor¬ 
ries in a bid to forget the delay 
will cost him around £2.000. 
His truck contained fish from 
Glasgow to a variety of French 
markets. “When die French 
strike they involve everyone," 
Mr Russell said. “At the end of 


the day. this is my livelihood 
being messed with." 

Fred High east from South 
Ockenden. Essex, joined in: 
'The trouble with the French 
is that if they hare any 
grievances they are inclined to 
bring their country to a halt. 
But u doesn't just affect them, 
ft affects us. especially as an 
island." 

Indeed, the only drivers who 
weren’t angry with the strik¬ 
ing French fishermen were the 
French lorry drivers waiting 
their turn to cross hack to their 
homeland yesterday. 


Trawlermen vow to continue action until quotas restored 


From Susan Bell in caiais 

FLYING a black pirate Rag. the 
RouUa of 22 brightly-coloured fish¬ 
ing boats continued to block the 
narrow entrance to Calais harbour 
yesterday. The usually bustling 
port was almost completely desert¬ 
ed as drivers switched to the 
Channel Tunnel or travelled to 
Zeebrugge in Belgium. 

Only the giant car park, packed 
with hundreds of stranded lorries, 
most of them British, showed any 
sign of life. The hauliers are unable 
to use the runnel which is still 


closed to lorries after last year's fire. 
Many rejected going to Zeebrugge 
where they feared exceptional!^ 
long queues, preferring to gamble 
on an early resolution of the protest 

All of the 55 daily sailings 
between Dover and Calais, nm by 
P&O, Stena line and Seafrance 
were cancelled yesterday. 

Over an impromptu lunch of 
ravioli aboard his trawler Sucre 
Coeur, Pascal Hamy. the fisher¬ 
men’s spokesman explained the 
reasons behind the protest “Sixty 
per cent of our fishing fleet will be 
forced out of business in the next 


year unless we stop these new Eli 
directives. We don't want this war, 
we just want to protect our profes¬ 
sion and continue to make a living. 

"Nothing ever happens unless we 
take strong action. We are well 
aware we are making everyone 
angry by doing this but it is a 
question of survival for us. Believe 
me. we would rather be working 
than doing this." 

Starting next year, an EU direc¬ 
tive will force the fishermen to 
increase the size of the rawesh of 
their net from between 84mms and 
90 mms to lOOmms to protect 


resources. The French fishermen 
say this is unnecessary. Fish are 
plentiful and die EU is continuing 
to allow the Dutch and Belgians to 
use finer mesh nets. The fishermen 
are also angry about proposed 
quotas on sole. Under new EU 
targets, their current quota of 300 
tons will be reduced by almost a 
third. 

M Hamy said the fishermen 
have been trying to negotiate for 
three weeks without success and 
that they had no choice but to turn 
to strong-arm tactics. The British 
are port of the EU too. They must 


put pressure on the French govern¬ 
ment and the EU to help us resolve 
this as soon as possible." 

M Hamy threatened to continue 
the protest until the French 
agriculture minister agreed to sign 
an agreement to abolish the 
directive and increase their quotas. 

The hundreds of stranded lony 
driver were fed up but resigned. 
Michael Hatton, who is transport¬ 
ing doth from Italy to his native 
Manchester, was one of the first to 
get stuck when he narrowly missed 
the last Stena Line ferry to escape 
the blockade on Tuesday afternoon. 


"1 am used to it now. I got stuck 
in the last one." he said, referring to 
last November’s dispute by French 
lorry drivers. I think it is childish. I 
suppose they have to make their 
point but why should other people 
suffer?" he ssud. 

Mr Hatton was sharing his 
dwindling food supplies with Dave 
Bacon, whose lorry is loaded with 
20 tonnes of Haagen-Dazs ice 
cream worth £80.000 
“Everyone is really brassed off. I 
have already used a quarter of the 
diesel in my tank to keep the 
refrigerator system going." 


Mayday! Mayday! 
It’s too late. 


Mother wins fight over home 
tuition for ME syndrome girl 


By John O’Leary, education editor 
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THE mother of a 15-year-old 
girl who is too ill to go to 
school won a High Court 
ruling yesterday preventing a 
local authority from cutting 
her home tuition. 

More than 100,000 children 
could benefit from the deci¬ 
sion, which will be tested in 
the Court of Appeal. Mr 
Justice Keene ruled that East 
Sussex County Council was 
wrong to take account of its 
own need for budget cuts in 
considering what was suitable 
education for Beth Tandy, 
who suffers chronic fatigue 
syndrome, known as ME. 

The judge found that the 
council's decision to reduce 
Beth's tuition from five hours 
to three was irrational. Her 


Little room 
at the top 
for women 
lawyers 

By Frances Gibb 

WOMEN lawyers are still 
under-represented at the top 
level of the legal profession, 
even though an equal number 
are entering the field, accord¬ 
ing to a new survey. 

The number of women part¬ 
ners in the 200 biggest solici¬ 
tors'firms was 26 per cent, the 
survey by the Young Women 
Lawyers group found. That 
was only a one-point rise 
compared with two years ago. 

The survey also found that 
law firms had a poor record 
on providing paternity leave. 
In 1995, 24 pier cent of the 
largest 100 firms offered leave 
to new fathers. The figure has 
risen to 39 per cent in the 
latest survey, but falls to 30 
per cent among the largest 
200 law firms. 

Clare McGlynn. chairper¬ 
son of Young Women Law¬ 
yers and a law lecturer at 
Newcastle University, said: 
“Women have been entering 
the solicitors' profession in 
almost equal numbers for 
more than ten years but they 
are still not rising to the senior 
levels of the profession.” 


parents had argued that the 
revised allocation was nor 
sufficient to give her a realistic 
chance of successfully com¬ 
pleting GCSEs in English 
language. literature and 
mathematics. 

Hilary Tandy, from Lewes, 
accused the council of unlaw¬ 
fully putting financial savings 
before the educational needs 
of her daughter. Proposals to 
cut home tuition for Beth and 
others came when the educa¬ 
tion authority found a short¬ 
fall of more than E3 million in 
its budget for 1996-97. 

Councillors agreed last Sep¬ 
tember to cut funding for 
home tuition from £100.000 to 
£25,000 a year. Children re¬ 
ceiving the service would be 


given three hours’ teaching a 
week, rather than five, and 
new applicants would receive 
two hours. 

The judge said the 1993 
Education Act imposed a duty 
on local education authorities 
"to make arrangements for the 
provision of suitable educa¬ 
tion for children who, by 
reason of illness or exclusion 
from school or other reason", 
needed such arrangements to 
be made. An authority could 
not take its financial resources 
directly into account 

Beth's father. David, said: 
"Taking legal action was a 
very big step to take but it 
followed a natural course. We 
are delighted and relieved that 
this is now all over." 




Howard 
wrong to 
order life 
sentences 

Michael Howard suffered 
another defeat in the courts 
yesterday when a judge ruled 
that he was wrong to order 
two IRA prisoners to remain 
in jail until they die. The 
Home Secretary had agreed 
with Lord Lane, then the Lord 
Chief Justice, that Paul 
Kavanagh and Thomas 
Quigley should serve a whole 
life tariff for their part in a 
bombing campaign in Lon¬ 
don. But the High Court in 
Belfast ruled that he should 
also have consulted the trial 
judge, who recommended 
that they serve 35 years. 

Kavanagh and Quigley, 
currently in Maghaberry jafl 
in Co Antrim, were convicted 
at the Old Bailey in 1985 of 
three murders during 1981. 

The Home Office said that 
the judgment appeared to call 
into question the ability of the 
Home Secretary to order that 
a life sentence can mean that a 
person is detained for the rest 
of their life. 

Killer to fly home 

The four-times killer Archie 
“Mad Dog" McCafferty is 
expected to be flown from 
Australia to Britain this Sun¬ 
day after he lost his final 
appeal to overturn a deporta¬ 
tion order. McCafferty, who is 
on parole, is expected to 
return to his native Glasgow, 
where the council has said it is 
obliged to house him. despite 
local opposition. 

Death charge 

A businessman went on trial 
yesterday accused of killing a 
fellow motorist while using a 
mobile phone. Reading 
Crown Court was told that 
Peter Mill. 35. struck an 
oncoming van while listening, 
to his messages, killing 
Geoffrey Murray. 54. Mr MID. 
denies causing death by dan¬ 
gerous driving on September 
19,1995. 

Gossip GP guilty 

Norman Shannon, 54, a War¬ 
wickshire GP who folurled out 
in a pub that the licensee's 
wife had received artificial 
insemination, was found 
guilty of serious professional 
misconduct by a GMC com¬ 
mittee. It also asked the 
Health Committee to consider 
whether he should be banned 
for three years from the care 
of individual patients. 

Blooming early 

The dry weather has pro¬ 
duced an early display of one 
Britain's rarest wild plants, 
the snakeshead fritillary. An 
estimated 300,000 of the pur¬ 
ple and white flowers nave 
bloomed about a week sooner 
than usual on a water mead¬ 
ow at Framsden. Suffolk, one 
of only 34 sites in Britain 
where the buttercup-sized 
plant is found. 

Persistent fish 

A Welsh salmon has achieved 
an almost unheard-of feat of 
sexual prowess and longevity 
by spawning five times, a 
record thought to have been 
equalled only once in Britain. 
The fish was found washed 
up on the banks of the River 
Cothi in Dyfed. The scales 
showed it was had probably 
gone to sea and returned to 
spawn for five years running- 


Labour election war book 


Continued from page 1 
and his party divided". The 
way ro tackle Mr Major was to 
say that he is "devious as well 
as weak and continually 
breaks his word". 

Labour strengths were list¬ 
ed as: “TB (Tony Blair) — 
young, strong, dynamic: New 
Labour: changed, safer, new 
ideas: future/newness; time 
for change: for all the people: 
leadership; education: NHS: 
industry, investment." 

Tory weaknesses identified 
included: “17 years too long — 
time for them to go; for the few 
nor the many; Major — weak 
leadership: division; betrayal; 
tax; NHS: education: crime." 

Dr Mawhinney said in his 
letter to candidates: “The war 
book sets out the unprecedent¬ 
ed cynicism, with which they 
planned and conducted this 
campaign — or. more sinister- 
ly, the cynicism they have 
shown towards voters." He 
also said that the document 
showed that Labour would 
resort to further “smears'* — 
including suggesting that 
people would have to pay to 
see their GP, and that there 
would be “more guns, knives 
and crime". 

But senior Labour sources 
dismissed the Tory derision to 
release an old document as a 
pathetic attempt to deflect 
attention from Labour's plans 
for National Lottery cash. 


New Labour is fit ro face _ f 
die future U*.-." 


New party, new constitution. k-"'-/ 
united around its manifesto b 


The Conservatives are 
unfit to govern - they pul 
the future at risk 

Divided, incompetent, dtstoaca 


A future for the many A future for the few 


A future (n which 
Britain leads. 

(Blair strong) 

I 

A future in which wc are 
all better off. 


Labour's Pledge for the 
future: 

Cut waiting lists; 

Cut class sizes; 

Tough on crime/ban •*:' 

guns & knives 
Young people Into work 
paid for by tax on fat cats 
Strong economy / cut V 
VAT on fuel : -, r - 


A future in which Britain 
\V is pushed around 
V- (Major weak) 

7.. A future in which we are 
more and more worse off. 


Tory Pun cE for the 
■ ^ , future: 

V. ’ (Pwwwoiui: TO BE developed) 

Paying to see a GP; 

V V Paying for books; 

* More guns, knives, 
crime; 

• ; Pat cats make us pay 

: more for water 

' VAT on food 


The war book compares Tory and Labour Britain 
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Students at St Hilda’s, Oxford, hail ‘victory for female education’, but principal warns of te aching crisis 

One vote prevents 
male dons joining 
all-women college 


By David Charter, education correspondent 


OXFORD University's last 
single-sex college is to retain 
its women-only staff. Sr Hil¬ 
da's College dons vored by 17 
|d ten to admit male academ¬ 
ics as full members, or fellows, 
but they failed by one vote to 
secure the two-thirds majority 
needed. 

The resulr was hailed by the 
college’s students, who cam¬ 
paigned against change, as a 
victory for women's education. 
But Eliza befh Llewellyn- 
Smith. the principal, said that 


the 104-year-old college might 
have to drop subjects where it 
has snuggled to find women 
fellows. It has none in chemis¬ 
try. where it needs three, nor 
in physics and engineering, 
where rt needs two each. 

The college has failed to 
recruit a single fellow since 
equal opportunities laws in 
1990 opened all university 
appointments to men and 
women. The two women ap¬ 
pointed by the university in 
the subjects with shortages 



Three women in a boat: from the class of 1895 


chose to join a mixed college. 
St Hilda's can guarantee a 
female appointment only by 
paying for one itself. Miss 
Uewellyn-Smith said that it 
could not afford the £1 million 
needed to endow a fellowship. 

Undergraduates in the 
shortage subjects are taught 
by short-term tutors, male or 
female. "The real objection to 
this is that you don't have the 
person who first admitted you. 
and taught you. and fostered 
you. and agrees to write 
references for you for the next 
30 years.” Miss LJewdlyn- 
Smith said. 

But Tamsin Lishman. presi¬ 
dent of the junior common 
room and a second-year engi¬ 
neering student, said: “We 
really feel it is important to 
have somewhere to promote 
women's education. The result 
was a surprise — I had 
certainly resigned myself to 
going mixed. It is the best 
resulr for the college in the 
long term, although it will 
make life quite tough for the 
moment" 

Katherine Terrell, president 



Rose Winterton, Holly Joint Melanie Andrews and Louise Buckley were among St Hilda's students celebrating the ballot yesterday 


of the middle common room, 
which represents graduate 
students, added: "The student 
body was very much in favour 
of remaining with the status 
quo. particularly because of 
the position of women at 
Oxford.” 

Just 17 per cent of Oxford 
fellowships are held by 


women, falling to 5 per cent in 
the sciences. Ms Terrell add¬ 
ed: “Students feel they are 
getting very good quality 
teaching as it is and it is worth 
sacrificing some continuity in 
order to preserve the character 
of the college.” 

Gillian Shephard, the Edu¬ 
cation Secretary and a St 


Hilda's graduate, was among 
those who spoke in favour of 
retaining the all-female status. 

Miss Uewellyn-Smith said 
that she sympathised with 
student fears on admitting 
male academics. But the issue 
would not go away and she 
predicted if would be raised 
again soon by governors. "The 


undergraduates are very keen 
not to change because they are 
worried that allowing men in 
as fellows would be the thin 
end of the wedge,” she said. "1 
do sympathise with them. 
Women’s experiences in 
mixed colleges are nor invari¬ 
ably happy.” 

Hilda Brown, the college’s 


senior tutor, argued that St 
Hilda’s was at risk of alienat¬ 
ing itself from the university 
by refusing to accept male 
dons appointed by it. 

Cambridge has three alt- 
women colleges; Newnham. 
New Hall and Lucy Caven¬ 
dish. New Hall ’admitted 
male fellow's 25 years ago. 
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Everest climber found dead in his sleep 


By Stephen Farrell 

ONE of Britain’s most experi¬ 
enced mountaineers was 
found dead in his sleeping bag 
at Everest Base Camp yester¬ 
day. hours before a planned 
ascent of the peak's south face. 
,fe Mai Duff, 43. a member of 

■ the Territorial Army SAS. 

J was leading seven men who 

' had paid to join the expedition. 

J A Mexican doctor, one of 

several believed to be with 12 
expeditions currently ar the 
; base camp. J7,500ft above sea 

level, gave the causes of death 
as inhalation of vomit with 
I secondary cardiorespiratory 

attack. A full post-mortem 
examination willTie held. 

'Mr.-Duffs widow, Liz, 40, 
an, experienced, mpuntajpeef, 
who six years ago became the 
first British woman to reach 


23,000ft on Everest, said yes¬ 
terday that she would give up 
the sport. She last saw her 
husband a few days ago when 
he returned briefly to their 
home in Cuirass, Fife, and will 
fly to Kathmandu on Friday to 
recover his body. 

“Ill never climb again. 
There is no one else 1 would 
want to climb with.” she said 
last night “While a job as a 
professional climber and expe¬ 
dition leader is a high-risk 
profession I never thought the 
mountains would get Mal¬ 
colm. He was too good. To 
some extent I am grateful he 
died in his sleepr and not by 
way of an accident or climbing 
error.” 

i Mr Duff, who was bom on 

. thq slqpe$.pi, Mpuiit J^enya. is 

the 148th person and tenth 
Briton to die on the world’s 


highest peak since expeditions 
began in the 1920s. 

He had made more than 30 
expeditions to the most diffi¬ 
cult mountain ranges and ISO 
first ascents of peaks. He had 



Duff: tested regularly 
to ensure he was fit 


made half a dozen previous 
attempts on Everest without 
success. He ran his own 
expedition company. Ascent 
Travel. 

Andy MacNae. national of¬ 
ficer of the British Mountain¬ 
eering Council, said the 
circumstances of the death 
were extremely unusual. Both 
as a climber and territorial 
SAS member, he was required 
to have regular medicals and 
maintain high levels of fitness. 
"Everyone is shocked. His 
experience on the great ranges 
was top notch," Mr MacNae 
said. 

Rod Stables, a cardiologist 
at the Royal Brampton Hospi¬ 
tal and member of the Royal 
Geographical Society's Expe¬ 
dition Medical CdL climbed 
with Mr Duff on Everest in 
1992. He said altitude was 


extremely unlikely to be the 
main factor in his death, but 
may have been a factor by 
thickening the blood and 
thereby increasing the likefi- 
hood of blood clots. 

"Although we do not know 
enough about the particular 
circumstances, it is incredibly 
unlikely for a man of Mai 
Duffs experience to die from 
altitude." he said. “Altitude 
can affect anybody at any time 
but the most likely thing is 
that he had an acute heart 
attack, which may have in¬ 
duced vomit" 

Eunice Rennie. Mrs Duffs 
sister-in-law. said: “Malcolm 
was one of the bravest men 1 
knew. He was heavily in¬ 
volved in bringing down so 
many climbers killed on 
Himalayan mountains last 
year." 


Widow wins back £4m 


AN ELDERLY widow, cut out 
of her husband’s will after 
being accused of infidelity and 
plotting to murder him, has 
won back more than half the 
fortune he left to the RSPCA. 

The settlement put an end to 
a potentially explosive court 
action by Margie Richardson 
to wrest the entire bequest, 
believed to be about £8 mil¬ 
lion, from the RSPCA Legal 
sources in Hong Kong, where 
the High Court has heard two 
days of submissions, believe 
that under the provisional 
deal, the RSPCA will receive 
about £4 million, with the rest 
of the estate going to Mrs 
Richardson. 

Mrs Richardson, who is 
wheelchair-bound, was not in 
court but her daughter. Re- 


By A Staff Reporter 

becca. said afterwards: “For 
my mother’s sake I’m glad it is 
over. As the settlement has not 
been finalised yet 1 cannot 
comment further.” The 
RSPCA declined to comment 

Leon Richardson, a busi¬ 
nessman, financial commen¬ 
tator and dog-lover, left all his 
wealth to the charity in a will 
written nine days before he 
died, aged 77. in May 1995. It 
came after a bitter break-up 
from his wife of 40 years in 
August 1996. 

After returning from holi¬ 
day in Cuba, the impotent Mr 
Richardson accused his wife of 
seeking sexual thrills from 
young gigolos, bring a drug 
addict and hiring thugs to 
murder him so she could get 
his money. He railed her a 


“witch in league with the 
devil". 

Mrs Richardson. 77. 
claimed his accusations were 
so wild and untrue that they 
proved her husband had lost 
his mind. She said he hod 
written an earlier will leaving 
her everything and that the 
later will was invalid because 
of his mental illness. 

The settlement has to be 
confirmed by Deputy Judge 
Edward Woolley. The trial 
was expected to last two weeks 
and would have plunged the. 
family into the public eye. 
Love letters from Mr Richard¬ 
son to his wife had already 
been read to the court by John 
Scott, QC,. counsel for Mrs 
Richardson, to illustrate their 
“blissfully happy" marriage. 


Boy aged 9 
expelled 
for drugs 
offence 

By John O'Leary 

A NINE-YEAR-OLD boy has 
been expelled from a primary 
school in Barnet, north 
London, after bring found 
with drugs. He is believed to 
be the youngest pupil to be 
excluded from school for a 
drugs offence. 

Ian Naghten was suspend¬ 
ed from Whitings Hill last 
month when he was found 
with a substance believed to be 
cannabis. Maureen McGoId- 
rick, the head teacher, ex¬ 
pelled him when the school 
returned after Easter. Gover¬ 
nors and education authority 
representatives are meeting 
shortly to decide whether to 
endorse her derision. 

A spokesman said yesterday 
that no appeal bad been 
lodged by the boy’s parents, 
although they were reported to 
be angry that they were not 
present when the police ques¬ 
tioned their son. No further 
police proceedings against 
him are expected. 

The boy’s father, also called 
Ian, said he had always told 
his son not to touch drugs. The 
bqy was said to have told his 
parents that he found the 
substance in class, but he told 
police that he found it on the 
breadboard at home. 

Head teachers have ap¬ 
pealed for ihe national curric¬ 
ulum to cover illegal drugs 
from the earliest years. Can¬ 
nabis is the drug most fre¬ 
quently used by children, 
according to surveys. 


Judge absolves 
transplant team 
of negligence 


By Richard Duce 


THE PARENTS of a baby bqy 
left brain-damaged during a 
heart transplant operation lost 
a legal battle against doctors 
yesterday when a judge ruled 
that he believed the couple 
would still have consented to 
surgery if they knew of the 
risks. 

Sir Maurice Drake cleared 
the surgical team at Harefield 
Hospital in Middlesex, includ¬ 
ing Sir Magdi Yaooub. of 
negligence in their treatment 
of Matthew Poynter. who was 
left brain damaged. 

Kevin and Linda Poynter, 
the child’s parents, had said 
that they would have refused 
consent for the operation in 
December 1987 had they been 
told of the risk, no matter how 
small. They objected to trans¬ 
plants on religious grounds 
and said it was only after 
pressure from medical staff 
that they agreed to the 
operation. 

But the judge, in his hour- 
long ruling, said he believed 
the majority of. if not all. 
parents would still agree to 
surgery for their children if 
doctors told them the risk of 
such damage was a minimal 
I per cent "1 folly appreciate 
that they will be unable to 
accept my finding in this 
matter," he said. 

He said Mr Poynter, 40. and 
his wife. 3S, from Biggles¬ 
wade, Bedfordshire, had lived 
for ten years with the “heart¬ 
breaking experience" of bring¬ 


ing up a brain-damaged child. 
“1 don’t at all doubt it’s their 
present strong belief and con¬ 
viction thar had they been told 
of any risk they would have 
withheld consent But l have 
to consider whether that 
would have been the position 
in 1987 ” 

The judge accepted that "on 
a very narrow balance of 
probability" that Mr and Mrs 
Poynter were nor warned of 
the specific risk of brain 
damage but would have been 
told had they asked. He ruled 
that, in Matthew’s case, there 
was no duty — in view of the 
quesrions asked by the 
Povnters — to disclose that 
risk. He held that their 
questions before surgery were 
directed at Matthew's quality 
of life if he survived. “1 
conclude that nothing that 
these parents asked made it 
known to any of the medical 
team that they were being 
asked to inform of the risks of 
serious permanent brain dam¬ 
age or disability." 

The judge rejected the cou¬ 
ple’s claims that doctors over¬ 
stepped the mark and put 
unfair pressure on them for 
the surgery to proceed. 

Last night Mr ftoynter, an 
osteopath, and his wife, a 
former Jehovah’s Witness, nei¬ 
ther of whom was in court 
yesterday, refused to comment 
on the ruling. Tom Osborne, 
their solictor, said an appeal 
was being considered. 


Doctor was 
over the 
limit twice 
in two days 

By a Staff Reporter 

A HOSPITAL consultant who 
left his job because of a drink 
problem was jailed for four 
montiis yesterday after repeat¬ 
edly drinking and driving. 

David Hannam, 50, who is 
faring bankruptcy, was ban¬ 
ned from driving for ten years 
at Chester Magistrates’ Court 
after being convicted on three 
drink-driving charges, the 
first of which was two weeks 
after he was back at the wheel 
following a three-year driving 
ban for two offences. 

He was found twice in two 
days to be 3 l 2 times the legal 
limit. A month later, while on 
bail, he was three times over. 
On two occasions police found 
him asleep at the wheel and on 
the third he was discovered 
slumped against the car hav¬ 
ing drunk three quarter-size 
bottles of vodka. 

Bernard Byrne, for the pros¬ 
ecution, said Dr Hannam. 
who treated victims of the IRA 
bomb in Warrington, began 
drinking when his marriage 
broke up. His problems were 
compounded when a col¬ 
league with whom he had an 
affair committed suicide when 
the relationship ended. 

Guy Dodd, in mitigation, 
said Dr Hannam had re¬ 
signed as consultant anaes¬ 
thetist at Warrington Hospital 
and was £100,000 in debt. Dr 
Hannam admitted two 
charges of drink-driving. He 
denied the third charge, bur 
was convicted. 


How a cat got Mounties their man 


By NigelHawkes 

SCIENCE EDITOR 

A DNA “pawprin!" from a cat has been 
ihr the first time to convict a 
roStf/rer. In October 1994 Shiriey-Arme 
nifotiay. 32. disappeared from her home 
SSTeS bland, on Canada 

g-r&MWg 

in a shallow grave in May 19% ner 


estranged husband. Douglas Beamish, 
was arrested and charged. He lived with 
his parents and a white caL an American 
short hair named Snowball. 

The Mounties asked geneticists at the 
US National Cancer Institute if it were 
possible to match the hairs found on the 
jarieef with those of Snowball. In Nature. 
Dr Stephen O’Brien and colleagues 
describe how the job was done. 

They extracted DNA from the roof of 
one of the hairs found on Ihe jacket, 
amplified il and produced a “catpnnl" 
based on ten regions of DNA commonly 
found in domestic cats. They took a blood 
sample from Snowball and made the 


same analysis, showing that there was a 
perfect match at all ten regions. 

The odds of this arising by chance were 
estimated by taking samples from ten 
cals on Prince Edward Island and nine 
other cats from around America. The 
scientists concluded that the chances of 
the hair coming from a cat other than 
Snowball were 50 million to one. 

This evidence was placed before the 
Supreme Court on Prince Edward Island 
and Beamish was convicted of second- 
degree murder on July 19 last year. It is. 
the scientists believe, the first case of a 
murder conviction based on genetic 
evidence from a cat. 
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Midland Bank is 
pleased to announce the 
no-fee overdraft. 


Call 0800 780 780 
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Midland 

The Listening Bank 
toemixT HSBC Group 

hnp://www.m idlandbank.com 


At Midland we’ve abolished monthly fees on 
agreed overdrafts. There is interest to pay, 
but we’ve reduced the rate to just 1.05% 
(13,3% APR]. 

Now anyone with an authorised overdraft 
of, say, £250 for 7 days each month will pay 
just £7.25 a year. The no-fee overdraft is just 
one of the many bright ideas that we’ve 
built into the new Midland Bank Account 
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/Vof breathing, pulse present. 






A/of breathing, no pulse 




~fi : l STRAINS AND SPRAINS 4 

Strains are caused by over stretching of muscles. 
Sprains are caused when the ligaments and tissues 
of a joint are wrenched or tom. 

1.. Rest tiie injured limb in the mast comfortable position 
Z Place a wrapped ice pack, or coid compress on to 
the injured part for at least 2G minutes. 

3. Compress the injured part with . 

a thick pad of cotton wool * " 

and bandage. 7j;/ % 

4. Elevate the limb. _ •' •'*■ 






1. Encourage the casualty to cough. 

2. Open the iriGuth and remove any 
obvious debris. 

3. Bend the casualty forward and 
slap firmly between the shoulder - 
blades up to 5 times. 

4. Check the mouth remove any 
visible obstruction. Repeat 
backstops if necessary. JJjg 
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5. For a baby, place him along your 
forearm, or for a young child, 
place him across your knees with 
head lower than the stomach and 
carry out backslaps as described 
above. *** ■ 


if backsiaps do not work. 





*4_ U 

VStand behind casualty, put 


arms around the waist and clasp 

* i '}• t 

;Mii 

: ybur hands together (one palm 

up'arid ope palm down!- 



2. Give a sharp puff diagonatly • 
upwards. Repeat up to 5 times. 

St if this does not work, do not give upucaffan - 
{^nbiffance ami the alternate backslaps with 5 
\ abdominal thrusts. 







How can this government justify the loss of so 
many- nurses? Are we suddenly getting 

less ill? Sustaining less injuries? Government underfunding has led 
to huge staff shortages in the NHS. 

This year, only 9,000 nurses mill qualify, compared to 37,000 in 1983. 

Since 1990, 43,000 NHS hospital beds have been lost. 

No wonder so many people are 

waiting over a year and a half for treatment. FE 

We can t allow this government to run our health service 

into the ground. If the NHS has ever come to your rescue, 

make sure you return the favour on May 1st. 
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„ HANDY. 

THERE ARE 50.000 

FEWER NURSES THAN IN 1990. 
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Denis Compton as Brylcreem boy and footballer, toasting his 75th birthday at Lord's in 1993; and in his cricketing heyday. He won 78 England caps at cricket and 12 at football, as well as winning the FA Cup with Arsenal 

Major leads the tributes to cavalier Compton 


JOHN MAJOR led the tributes 
yesterday for Denis Compton, the 
cavalier of cricket and hero to 
generations of schoolboys, who 
died in a Windsor hospital after 
suffering a leg infection. He was 78. 

Compton, who represented Eng¬ 
land at cricket and football, was a 
idol for many youngsters because 
of his supreme talent and flamboy¬ 
ant lifestyle, which often involved 
him arriving at matches still wear¬ 
ing his dinner jacket. 

He was also a pioneer of the 
commercial era. being the first 
English sportsman to employ an 
agent. He became known as the 
"Brylcreem boy" because of Ills 
advertisements for the hair lotion. 

He played in 78 Tests and. in 


Capped at cricket and football, Denis Compton 
embraced the spirit of sport as well as realising 
its commercial potential. John Goodbody writes 


1947. his greatest season, scored a 
record 3JSI6 runs. He hit the 
winning stroke at the Oval against 
Australia in 1953 when England 
regained the Ashes after 19 years. 
He also won 12 caps Tor England in 
wartime foutball internationals 
and played outside-left in Arsenal’s 
FA Cup winning team of 1950. 

Cricket grounds across the coun¬ 
try observed a minute's silence 
before their county games yester¬ 
day. Mr Major said: "There will be 


a tear in many an eye at the loss of 
one of the greatest batsmen cricket 
has ever known. It wasn't just the 
game he played, it was the way he 
played ii. Quite literally, he is 
irreplaceable and rhe memory of 
him and the way he played will last 
for as long as the game of cricket 
itself." 

His widow, Christine, said that 
her husband would have been very 
proud to have died on St George’s 
Day "because he was very British 


and very proud to be British" 
Compton, who lived at Burnham. 
Buckinghamshire, died at 1.45am 
at Princess Margaret Hospital 
having undergone an operation at 
rhe weekend. He had hip replace¬ 
ment surgery fast November. 

Kim Smith, a friend, said yester¬ 
day: “It’s a great shock to all the 
family as he seemed to be getting 
much better. He was in very good 
spirits on Tuesday, but suddenly 
sraned to go downhill.” 

Ted Dexter, the former England 
captain whose extrovert style made 
him a natural successor to Comp¬ 
ton in the 1960s. said: “Denis was 
an inspiration to me. 1 saw him at 
Lord’s as a schoolboy while he was 
fielding on die boundary. He 


adorned the game and we should 
mourn his passing." 

Speaking on Radio 5 Live. Sir 
Colin Cowdrey, anorher contempo¬ 
rary. said that Compton combined 
a battling instinct with a smile. He 
added: “He charmed the crowds by 
the way he used 10 wave his bat in 
the air. He just captivated them. 
People would come away from a 
match much happier just for the 
sight of him playing." 

Brian Close, a former England 
captain, said: “He was a grear 
player and, in my estimation, a 
great man. He played cricket in an 
entertaining and enjoyable way — 
he was a genius." 

David Gower, another former 
England captain, said: "Denis was 


one of those players with the skill, 
flair and courage to dominate and 
change matches — and the charac¬ 
ter to dominate off the field as well. 
He would have been in my tap 
three of our greatest batsmen of all 
time." 

A stand at Lord’s was named 
after Compton, who played for 
Middlesex from 1936 to 1957, but he 
never forgot his roots in Hendon, 
north London. Eighteen months 
ago he paid for and presented a 
trophy for rhe outstanding cricketer 
at BeU Lane JM1 school, where he 
had been educated. 

He was married three times. As 
well as his widow, he leaves two 
daughters. Victoria and Charlotte, 
from his last marriage and three 


sons. Richard, Patrick and Brian, 
from his prerious two. 

Compton's brother. Leslie, was 
the Middlesex wicket-keeper For 
many years and also played centre- 
half for Arsenal, winning two 
England caps in 1951. 

Hilda Addington, the sister of 
Denis and Leslie, said: “Right from 
the stan it was obvious that he was 
a natural. I remember people 
seeing him bat when he was just 
three or lour years old and being 
impressed. Later on, we all used to 
go to watch him play. They were 
marvellous years for us all.” 

Leading article, page 23 
Obituary, page 25 
Cricketing genius, page 50 


Son spends pools win buying back 
father’s posthumous George Cross 


■0 


By Robin Young 

A POOLS winner has spent 
aU fifc^riremoney. and eight 
years of research, on recover¬ 
ing.Jos father's George Cross. 
Donald .EUingworth, a Dun¬ 
kirk veteran-in his seventies, 
eventuany traced the medal to 
a dealer in Canada, from 
whom he bought it for £8300. 

Mr.ElIfogworth started his 
search for his father’s medal 
in 1989. It had been sold, 
along with his other decora¬ 
tions, by his stepmother, Jes¬ 
sie, for £720 in 1968. “With the 
loss of the medaL my father 
had been, to a certain extent 
forgotten about but dot any 
more." he said. 

Chief Petty Officer Reg 
EUingworth was awarded the 
George Cross posthumously 
after being blown up at the 
age of 42 while trying to 
defuse a bomb in 1910. His 



Reg EUingworth 


son. who lives in Norwich, 
said: “Tracing the medals was 
not easy, but I was deter¬ 
mined. 1 simply was not going 
to give up.” He discovered the 


original purchaser, a dealer in 
Yorkshire, and contacted him. 
He then followed the trail to 
Canada. 

Mr EUingworth said yester¬ 
day: “When I found Ihe 
dealer. 1 was told I could have 
the George Cross hack at a 
price of £8300. ! agreed 
straight away.” 

The George Cross and the 
other medals arrived in the 
post and yesterday he gave 
them on loan to the Imperial 
War Museum, where they 
will go on display. He said it 
had been worth every penny. 
“1 could not believe it when 
they arrived. I just stared at 
them." 

The official account of how 
Chief Petty Officer EUing- 
worth earned his George 
Cross describes how he and a 
Lieutenant-Commander 
Ryan were trying to make safe 
a magnetic mine which was 


hanging from its parachute in 
Dagenham, east London. It 
exploded, killing both of 
them. They had worked to¬ 
gether on many assignments. 

"The principal hazards of 
these mines was the fact that 
the dock of the bomb fuse was 
normally timed to explode the 
mine about 22 seconds after 
its fall,” the citation says. 

“If it failed to do so, it could 
be restarted by the slightest 
movement, even a footfall. 
The amount of the dock 
already run off could not be 
known and, once it was 
restarted, the time for escape 
could not be more than a few 
seconds." 

Mr EUingworth said: "1 
was told my father and his 
colleague had to run 400 
yards in ten seconds to get 
away . Even Linford Christie 
could not have managed 
thaL" 



Donald EUingworth with his father’s decorations 


School’s out for 
the well-behaved 


By Paul Wilkinson 


SCHOOLCHILDREN are to 
be offered days out during 
term-time for good behaviour. 
Actions witnessed by staff 
such as voluntarily picking up 
litter, holding a door open for 
other pupils or getting reading 
books out on time will earn 
supervised trips. 

The scheme at Mandate 
middle school, Bradford, was 
suggested by die school coun¬ 
cil. which includes 16 children 
representing the school's 460 
nine to 13-year-olds. Politeness 
and community spirit will 
earn credits that add up 
towards the days out. 

Michael Joyce, the head¬ 
master. said: “We thought 
that, while a lot of children got 
rewarded for academic excel¬ 
lence. children who came in 
eveiy day and simply behaved 
very well never got any re¬ 


ward. The children came up 
with ideas like McDonald’s 
vouchers, visits to the ice-rink 
and a non-uniform day. I 
suggested we could reward 
them with visits or a nature 
ramble with a picnic in the 
summer, and the children 
were very keen," 

Nick Seaton, chairman of 
the Campaign for Real Educa¬ 
tion, the parents’ pressure 
group, said that treats for 
what should be normal behav¬ 
iour was wrong. "It is handing 
over power to the pupils and 
giving them the wrong lessons 
for the future." 

But Mr Joyce said: “In 
industry and commerce, 
workers are rewarded with 
things like shares in the 
company. Why shouldn't 
children be rewarded for 
being good?” 
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Treasured landscape devastated by fire | Driver of 

SAM MaRSAN- MgeaE J 

towed car 
charged 
over death 


. . 



A fireman taking a break from fighting the fire that swept a thousand acres of heath! and in west Cornwall, the most recent and devastating of outbreaks in the West Country over the past two months 


Bi Nick Nlttajll 
*ND MlUIMJ. HoRNSBV 

ONE of Europe's most important 
landscapes was the latest casualty 
yesterday of rhe dry weather as fire 
swept through a thousand acres of 
heath land in west Cornwall. 

Firefighters, tackling another big 
blaze in rhe county, worked through 
the night and most of yesterday trying 
to bring rhe flames, between St Ives 
and Sr Just, under control. Officers 
suspect that the blaze, which caused a 
pall of smoke visible several miles 
away, might have been started 
deliberately and have hunched an 
investigation. 

Ar the same time, more than a 


hundred firefighters on the Isle of 
Wight were yesterday tackling a fire 
that engulfed 200 acres of woodland at 
Brighstone Forest. The fire was in an 
area of woodland fhar is one of the last 
English homes of rhe red squirrel and 
which harbours buzzards and lizards. 
The island's stretched fire service at 
one stage took the rare step of calling 
all full-time officers to duty', and four 
fire appliances were taken over by 
ferry from Portsmouth to provide relief 
in the event of other incidents. 

The blaze in Cornwall is rhe third 
huge fire to hit the West Country in re¬ 
cent weeks. Two square miles of Dart¬ 
moor near ESovey Tracey were dev¬ 
astated in one incident and several 
square miles of heathland at Post¬ 


bridge. in the heart of the moor, in an 
earlier one. Fire brigades across the 
South and South-West have hardly 
seen a day go by in the past four weeks 
when crews have not been tackling 
grass, forest and heath fires. Some of 
the incidents have been linked with 
swaling, traditional burning of heath 
and moor, which has got out of hand 
because of the dry conditions. 

Others, however, have been linked 
with accidents in which careless visi¬ 
tors have dropped lighted matches or 
cigarettes. But arson has not been 
ruled out in many of the outbreaks that 
began in March. The latest fire in west 
Cornwall happened in an Area of Out¬ 
standing Natural Beauty, home to an 
ancient field system and several Sites 


of Special Scientific interest. A spokes¬ 
man for Pen with District Council said 
yesterday: "It has one of the largest 
concentrations of scheduled ancient 
monuments in western Europe." 

John Warren, of the Cornwall fire 
service, said: “There were reports of 
fire being seen in three separate places, 
so it could be other than accidental." 

At the height of the blaze about 120 
firemen and 30 fire appliances and 
support vehicles were involved. Sev¬ 
eral isolated farm buildings were 
evacuated for a time as a precaution. 
Water had to be pumped from a 
stream and taken to the area in fire 
brigade vehicles each capable of carry¬ 
ing 2,000 gallons. The fire was brought 
under control by the afternoon. 


HEATH AND FOREST FIRES IN APRIL 


Hazelev Heatn 
50 acres 


Chobham ! 
Common i 
50 acres 


i Harti and 
Guay 
350 acres 


I Stives I 
11,730 acres I 


| Lizard i 
I Peninsula < 
12 - 300 acres! 


Marfcway 
In closure 
117 acres 


Milford ; 
Common 5 
.. 75 acres : 


A man has appeared in court 
charged with causing death 
bv dangerous driving after his 
car. which was under tow, 
demolished a bus shelter; 
killing a six-year-old girt. 

Stephen Duffield. for the 
prosecution, told Newcastle 
Crown Court there was a 
steering defect that Paat 
Scrafion. 2S. of Sunderland, 
must have known about "It is 
dan gerous to drive if it is 
obvious there is a defect that 
could cause a risk in control¬ 
ling the car. If a death is 
caused that becomes death by 
dangerous driving." Mr 
Scrafion denies the charge. 

Graves damaged 

Vandals have smashed about 
100 headstones at Glasnevin 
cemetery in Dublin, burial 
place of Irish leaders such as 
Daniel O’Connell and Mich¬ 
ael Collins. None of the most 
celebrated graves was dam¬ 
aged, but stone Celtic crosses 
dating from more than 100 
vears ago were broken. The 
cost of the repairs has been 
estimated at E 150.000. 


Dartmoor 
350 acres: 
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Apology to 
end tale of 
Beatrix 
Botanist 

B\ Tim Jones 


MORE than 100 years afrer 
[ her quest for recognition as a 
I serious botanist was rebuffed 
by a maie-daminated society. 
Beatrix Potter will receive an 
apology today. 

Lons before she wrote The 
Tale of Peter Rabbit , Pbner 
had became an authority on 
fungi. In April IS97 she sub- 
| mined a paper. The Germina- 
■ lion of rhe Spores of 
I Agaridneae. to die Unnaean 
I Society of London. Two weeks 
1 later she requested permission 
; for the paper to be withdrawn. 

1 claiming she wished to do 
j more research. 

I Although this was partly 
i supported by the fact that, 
later that year, she prepared 
many highly magnified stud¬ 
ies of spore development, the 
truth seems 10 be that she was 
wounded by the way in which 
her work was received. 

John Marsden. executive 
secretary of the Linnaean Soci¬ 
ety. said: "Her paper had to be 
refereed by two people, one of 
whom was Sir William 
Thistleron-Dyer. Although he 
apparently knew next to noth¬ 
ing about botany, he became 
the director of Kew Gardens, 
so was highly respected." He 
scorned her ideas, which are 
now accepted, and suggested 
that she should go back to 
school before trying to teach 
experts. 

Fortunately for generations 
of children, she became con¬ 
vinced there was no future for 
her in botany and turned to 
drawing pictures of rabbit 
families for her young cousins. 

Dr Marsden said that, at 
today’s meeting, recognition of 
her work and a form of 
apology would be made far the 
way in which she had been 
treated. 


Acting up 


Actors working in regional 
subsidised theatres have won 
an tS.4 per cent pay increase, 
raking their minimum to £225 
a week this year and £250 next 
vear. After a long dispute 
Equity, the actors’ union, 
reached the deal with the 
Theatre Management Associ¬ 
ation. The subsistence allow¬ 
ance for actors working away 
from home will also be raised. 

Early warning 

Karen Dunbar, from Anfield. 
Liverpool, called the fire bri¬ 
gade at 330am when she 
could not understand why her 
smoke alarm was going off. 
Firefighters found her neigh¬ 
bours' house ablaze and 
broke in to move the sleeping 
O'Neill family to safety. 

Army trial delay 

The jury hearing corruption 
charges against Major John 
Ewart 51, of Dilton Marsh. 
Wiltshire, who was responsi¬ 
ble for ordering food for the 
British garrison in Berlin, has 
been discharged at South¬ 
wark Crown Court. A new 
trial will begin today. 

Guiding touch 



Jessica Hyde. 12, from 
Wordsley, West Midlands, 
who has been deaf since birth; 
became the first Guide with a 
hearing impairment to be 
awarded a radio communica¬ 
tion badge. She deciphers 
messages by placing her fin¬ 
gers on a Morse key. 

Capital offence . 

The new Judgment Day ride 
at the London Dungeon was 
halted while staff rescued a 
goldfish from a canal that 
carries people in barges 
through a mock execution 
scene. A practical joker is 
thought to have put the fish in 
the chemically treated water. 
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Fleeing military destroyed anything that could not be looted, says conservation worker 


Civil war forces Briton 
to abandon rare rhinos 


By Nick Nvotall 

ENVIRONMENT 

CORRESPONDENT 

A BRITISH woman who has 
spent more than 13 years 
trying to save the world’s 
rarest mammal, the northern 
white rhino, from extinction 
has been forced to leave the 
animals to their fate because 
of the civil war in Zaire. 

Kes Hillman Smith, who 
helped to build a strong anti- 
poaching service in the 
Garamba National Park in 
northern Zaire, said she 
feared poachers now had the 
upper hand. Fuel, vehicles and 
radio equipment have been 
looted or destroyed and two 
spotter planes used to co¬ 
ordinate the patrols were 
Down to Kenya to prevent 
them from being stolen. 

Or Hillman Smith and her 
husband, Fraser Smith, left 
for the sake of their daughter, 
Chyulu, 11. and son. Doungu. 
8 , after missionaries and other 
Westerners fled months ago. 
Dr Hillman Smith, in London 
yesterday to call for an inter¬ 
national effort to save the 
animals, said they had been 
trying to monitor the last 30 
northern whites from Nairobi. 

Monitoring had proved im¬ 
possible since February, when 
anti-government forces occu¬ 
pied the park. The last sight¬ 
ing of a rhino was in January. 
Poachers, who are well armed, 
killed two rhinos last year and 
the civil war was likely to have 
intensified their efforts. Dr 
Hillman'Smith said. 

“In the long term I am 
optimistic. But there are im¬ 
mediate needs that are going. 



Kes Hillman Smith: "In the long term 1 am optimistic" 


to be very expensive to get the 
project going again. I just 
hope we have not lost too 
many rhinos." 

Exactly how many rhinos 
may have been killed is un¬ 
known. Five of the animals 
have had radio tracking de¬ 
vices inserted into their horns 
as part of a pioneering experi- 
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menL But Dr Hillman Smith 
said the loss of the radio 
equipment meant it was likely 
that no one was listening for 
the animals. 

The difficulties faring the 
park come after a long period 
of civil unresr in the country. 
The main damage to the park 
was caused by government 
troops and mercenaries flee¬ 
ing before the rebels moved in. 
“The lawlessness of the fleeing 
military was the biggest prob¬ 
lem ... anything thatooufd not 
be looted was destroyed." Dr 
Hillman Smith said. 

The northern white rhino is 
a sub-species related to the 
southern white rhino, which is 
found in large numbers in 
South Africa. In 1980 there 
were several hundred in Su¬ 
dan but. by 1983. only two 
confirmed sightings were 


made. The war in that country 
had given poachers the oppor¬ 
tunity to hunt the animals for 
their horns, which are export¬ 
ed to Yemen and the Far East. 

In 1903 there were an esti¬ 
mated iJOG northern white 
rhinos in Zaire but rebel forces 
have led to numbers falling to 
a few hundred. Their numbers 
have since fallen as low as 15. 

By leaving Garamba, Dr 
Hillman Smith has left behind 
her life's work and a group of 
animals that she can distin¬ 
guish individually from mark¬ 
ings, the shape of their horns, 
and notches and hairs on their 
ears. 

All have names, such as 
Curly Horn. Notch and Noel, 
a rhino born in November 
1987, but only discovered at 
Christmas. Dr Hillman Smith 
said that the threat from the 
unresr and loss of rhe anti¬ 
poaching patrols also threat¬ 
ened 11,000 elephant. 25.000 
buffalo and “the only giraffe in 
Zaire". 

Dr Hillman Smith, who 
graduated from the University 
of Leicester in 1975. joined the 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
in 1983 to carry our a survey of 
rhinos in Sudan and Zaire. 
She met her husband, who 
also works in the park, while 
in Africa. She is a qualified 
pilot and flew many rimes 
over the park during anti- 
poaching operations. 

Mr Smith said that their 
aircraft had often been fired 
on by poachers armed with 
automatic weapons and hand 
grenades. They flew a Cessna 
206 provided by the Frankfurt 
Zoological Museum and a 
1947 Piper Cub. 
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Dr Hillman Smith and helpers tagging rhinos in the Garamba National Park 


Vitamins aid Alzheimer’s I Pollution may protect against asthma 


ALZHEIMER’S disease suf¬ 
ferers can be given seven extra 
months of mobility and physi¬ 
cal health by taking vitamin E 
or selegiline, a drug used to 
treat Parkinson’s disease (Ian 
Murray writes). 

Although the treatment does 
nor have any effect on the 
patient's mental condition, a 
two-year. clinical trial has 
found that patients given one 
or other of these drugs showed 
25 per cent less deterioration 
in their ability to eat, dress 


and cook. Reporting in The 
New England Journal of 
Medicine, the researchers say 
patients receiving both or one 
of the treatments did better 
than those on a placebo, while 
there was a 13 per cent 
reduction in the number going 
Into a nursing home among 
people taking vitamin E. 

Because the study involved 
only people who were, already 
showing severe symptoms of 
the disease lr is not dear 
whether it might be possible to 


slow down the degenerative 
advance if the treatments are 
taken at an earlier stage. 

Hie researchers, from 35 
American centres specialising 
in ageing, say that nobody 
should take the drugs without 
careful medical supervision. 
Selegiline should not be taken 
with other drugs such as anti¬ 
depressants or narcotics. The 
large doses of vitamin E 
needed to make the treatment 
effective can cause increased 
bleeding. 


By Ian Murray 

MEDICAL CORRESPONDENT 

A GERM-FREE lifestyle and the modern 
Western diet are largely responsible for 
the threefold increase in asthma cases 
among children during the past 30 years, 
a leading environmental medicine spe¬ 
cialist said yesterday. 

Infections in early childhood and high 
air pollution levels could build immunity 
to asthma. Anthony Seaton, of Aberdeen 
University, said in a lecture to the Royaf 
College of Physicians. “There is some¬ 
thing about westernisation that seems to 


promote asthma and other allergic 
diseases,” he said. A diet rich in 
unsaturated fats could stimulate the 
production of the antibody that causes 
allergy. Low levels of fruit and vegetable 
consumption meant that people ab¬ 
sorbed too little of vitamins C and E. 
weakening their resistance to inhaled 
irritants. 

Research showed that the risk of hay 
fever at children declined with increas¬ 
ing family size, with the older children 
more likely to suffer than younger ones. 
This pointed to the conclusion that the 
higher rate of childhood infections in 


larger families protected against asthma 
and hay fever because it encouraged the 
development of anti-infection ceils and 
inhibited production of the asthma 
inflammation cdL “If infections protect 
against asthma it is plausible that air 
pollution ought do so as weH,” Professor 
Seaton said. There was dear evidence 
that the prevalence of the disease 
increased as pollution decreased. 

He discounted.central heating, poorly 
ventilated homes, the house mite and a 
growth in (he number of cats and dogs as 
contributory factors to the rising inci¬ 
dence of allergy and asthma. 


First-time 
balloonist 
sets his 
sights on 

Branson 


ByOUVER AUGUST 

.and Dak eh Gregorian 

A SCOTTISH landowner 
challenged Richard Branson 
yesterday in the race to be first 
to circumnavigate the globe in 
a balloon. James Manclark, 
57. who has never flown a 
balloon, said he hoped to take 
off at the same rime as Mr 
Branson starts his third at¬ 
tempt this winter. 

"I’m a man who believes 
that luck is very important to 
anything that happens in life," 
Mr Mandark said. "It’s best 
to back a lucky man. and I am 
a lucky man." 

Mr Branson welcomed the 
challenge. “I do wish him 
luck. He needs it." he said. 

Mr Branson’s last attempt 
in January ended 17 hours and 
400 miles from where if began 
in Marrakesh. Morocco. He 
said his team would try to "get 
it right this time. We are now 
confident that a world-beating 
balloon can be built in time to 
bring the last great aviation 
record to a United Kingdom- 
based team." 

Eight balloons in all will 
take part in the race for the 
aviation first, including the 
American Steve Fossert, who 
set world records for distance 
and endurance in his failed 
attempt last year. 

Mr Manclark, of Hadding¬ 
ton, East Lothian, will have 
Andrew Elson. an experienced 
high-altirude balloonist as his 
co-piloL They will be flying in 
a balloon similar to the one 
used by Mr Branson's main 
challengers, the Breitling Or- 
biter from Switzerland. The 
balloon, a third of the size of 
Mr Branson's; is being built 
by Cameron Balloons, a Brit¬ 
ish manufacturer. 

Mr Manclark is no stranger 
to challenges. He learnt to fly 
a Tiger Moth as a 16-year-old 
at Harrow School and still 
practises stunt flying over the ■ 
Scottish Highlands. He was 
one of the first people to cross 
the Firth of Forth in a glider 
and he competed in the 1968 
and 1972 Olympics in the luge 
and bobsleigh events. He later 
competed in powerboat rac¬ 
ing. 

Mr Manclark, who plans to 
begin his trip from Spain or 
Italy, called his latest endeav¬ 
our “a high-tech adventure". 
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Royal backing for 
plan to conserve 
2,000 sacred sites 

By Ruth Gledhill, religion correspondent 


THE Prince of Wales and the 
Duke of Edinburgh have lent 
their support to a project to 
conserve more than 2,000 
sacred sires in Britain over the 
next 5ve years. The Archbish¬ 
op of Canrerbuty, Dr George 
Carey, also supports the 
Sacred Land project, which is 
sponsored by the World Wide 
Fund for Nature and involves 
different faiths and leading 
environmental organisations 
throughout Britain. 

Sacred sites could help to 
“recapture that vital sense of 
reverence" and encourage a 
sense of perspective about the 
place of human beings in the 
created order. Dr Carey said. 
He launched the project at St 
Mary’s Church, Wi lies den. 
north London, where an annu¬ 
al pilgrimage to a well 
believed to have miraculous 
healing properties has been 
revived by the vicar, the Rev 
lan Booth, and is expected to 
attract hundreds of worship¬ 
pers in July. 

The aim of the Sacred Land 
project, which covers the en¬ 
tire country, is to bring to 
public notice the thousands of 
sacred sites throughout Brit¬ 
ain which haw been paved 
over, try-passed, left in ruins or 
simply forgotten. The sites 
include andent forests, medi¬ 
eval abbeys, urban gardens, 


pilgrimage routes and wells, 
shrines and monuments. 
Many are pre-historic and 
pre-Christian. 

The project organisers want 
to create new places “for 
reflection and renewal” within 
towns and cities as well as the 
countryside^ Over the next five 
years, they will work with 
local communities, religious 
and conservation groups to 
reopen andent pilgrimage 
routes, create new ones, re¬ 
store old shrines and develop 
sacred gardens. 

The Prince of Wales, a 
committed Anglican who also 
respects the place of other 
faiths in British society, said: 
“I share wholeheartedly the 
belief which inspires this 
project: that there are count¬ 
less holy places and parts of 
our landscape, urban and 
rural, which have been as 
sacred to the people of Britain 
down the centuries as have the 
much better-known holy 
places of China, India and 
tile Holy Land to their 
inhabitants.” 

The Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury said it was important 
that the connections between 
religious and environmental 
concerns were strengthened: 
“The great world religions wilt 
fail as instruments and ser¬ 
vants of a loving God if they 


do not engage wholeheartedly 
with environmental issues, 
and the environmental cause 
is likely to fail if it does not 
drew deeply upon the spiritual 
and moral resources of the 
great world religions." 

The Duke of Edinburgh 
said: "Whatever the nature of 
the relationship between man 
and God, the belief that the 
Almighty was responsible for 
the origin of all living things 
on this earth suggests that 
believers have a direct obliga¬ 
tion to care for his creation 
and especially for what we call 
the natural environment.” 

Sites supported by the 
project indude a Muslim 
graveyard on a small patch of 
heathland north of the Wey 
canal near Woking, Surrey, 
the resting place for 25 Indian 
Muslim soldiers killed in Che 
First World War until their 
bodies were removed to near¬ 
by Brookwood cemetery. 
There will be the creation 
of a “Path of Life” to what 
will be the only public open 
space on a neglected 1930s 
estate in West Withington, 
Manchester. 

□ Sacred Britain, the official 
guide to the Sacred Land 
project (Martin Palmer and 
Nigel Palmer, with a foreword 
by David Bellamy: published 
by Judy Piatkus: £25) 



Michael Csanyi-WiUs at the Royal Academy of Music He is now on the books of Hollywood's most important film music agency 

Hollywood takes a shine to student prodigy 


By DalyaAlberge 

ARTS CORRESPONDENT 

A 21-YEAR-OLD student at the Royal 
Academy of Music in London has 
been put on the books of Hollywood's 
most important film music agency. 

Michael Csanyi-Wills, from 
London, who is studying piano and 
composition, has been taken on by the 
Gorfaine-Schwartz Agency, whose Os¬ 
car-winning composers nave written 


scores for some of the industry’s 
greatest blockbusters. Among those 
handled by the agency are John 
Williams, best known for his contribu¬ 
tions to such films as Star Wars. Jaws 
and Schindler's List; Elmer Bernstein, 
whose repertoire includes The Mag¬ 
nificent Seven and The Great Escape; 
and Hans Zimmer, whose work 
features on The Lion King and 
Driving Miss Daisy. 

Cheryl liana of Gorfaine-Schwartz. 


said: “We are helping Michael with 
his career.” The agency decided to 
take him on after listening to a record¬ 
ing of his music. It offered to try him 
out on a script for a short film. 

Mr Csanyi-WiUs does not come 
from a musical family: his mother is a 
theatre designer and his father a 
businessman. Composing comes so 
easily that he wrote the required 20 
minutes of music for the film in two 
days; he has just sent it to Los Angeles. 


His talent was noticed by another 
Gorfaine-Schwartz find, Michael 
Kamen. a composer whose box-office 
successes include the Die Hard and 
Lethal Weapons films. They met 
when Mr Csanyi-Wtlis gave a piano 
recital at a friend's house. 

Mr Kamen said: “I come across a lot 
of talented kids and I come across 
ambitious kids and eageiMo-be-a-fUm- 
composer kids. Rarely are they in the 
same combination." 
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Positive talk could 
boost the economy 
by £5bn a year 

By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 

DEPRESSION is costing the 
economy £5 billion a year in 
lost production as five million 
sufferers take 1SS million days 
off work, campaigners said 
yesterday. 

Launching an initiative to 
raise awareness about tire 
scale of the problem and foe 
need to help sufferers, the 
Depression Alliance said that 
the stresses of modem life 
were particularly affecting 
young people. 

“There is pressure on child¬ 
ren from the very beginning," 

Rodney Elgie, the alliance’s 
spokesman, said. “First their 
school pressures them because 
they want good results for the 
league tables. Then parents 
want good A-level results to 
ensure they go to university 
and then they put on the 
pressure to get good degrees 
so they get a good job. 

"'Then th^y get a good 
degree and still fail to get a job. 

They are burdened with stu¬ 
dent debt and they have every 


reason to feel depressed," 

Children as young as eight 
could suffer, he said. "Society 
has to realise it is a real illness 
as much as diabetes or tuber¬ 
culosis. We have to move away 
from the idea that it is degrad¬ 
ing. All that does is end in self- 
medication with alcohol or 
drugs." 

The alliance staged a con¬ 
ference yesterday to look at 
ways of helping people to 
improve their self-esteem. “We 
all have bad days when we get 
fed up, but most of us pull 
through it. Depressives slip 
into a downward spiral of 
negative thinking that it is 
incredibly difficult to escape 
from." 

The Royal College of Psy¬ 
chologists said: "When people 
are acutely depressed it is 
sometimes only possible to 
help them with drugs to begin 
wirh, but after they are show¬ 
ing signs of improvement then 
the best treatment is to start 
talking to them positively.^ 
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Keep your phone, keep your number, keep your line. 

In fact, all you sub era a with Mercury SmnrtCill is 
between 20-36% ofTBTs basic me on all international 
economy calls of five minutes and over. 
FreeCall 0500 500 366 quoting ref, R 5 T 1 MSD 
and we’ll give you the figures for yourhome phone bill. 

Mercury SmartCall. 
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Cashing in on the lottery 

Charles Bremner watches Labour launch 
its policy where everyone is a winner 

V'V 


r page 14 
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Labour, new donkey jacket 


Michael Foot’s 

smart new look 

Valerie Elliott- page 13 



THE pupils of the Royal High School in 
Edinburgh yesterday voted to reopen 
their old school building (Gillian Bow- 
ditch writes). 

The old school was converted in the 
late 1970s at a cost of £3 million in 
anticipation of devolutuion and stands 
ready to house the nation's first parlia¬ 
ment. Yesterday the Scottish Nationalist 
Party, which would remove the dust 
sheets from the deserted benches, re¬ 
ceived 46 per cent of the vote in the 
school’s mock election held at the new 
school at Davidson’s Mains. 

Of the 460 pupils who chose to vote, 
the nationalists polled 212. The liberal 
Democrats were second, with 117. Lab¬ 


Nationalists win Edinburgh school poll 


our polled 93, and the Conservatives 
polled 38. 

The SNP. which has wooed the youth 
vote with a promise to enfranchise 16- 
year-olds, polled the most votes in all 
age groups. Instead of pupil candidates 
the real candidates in the highly 
marginal seat of Edinburgh West, 
where Lord James Douglas-Hamilton is 
defending a Tory majority of 876. were 
invited to address the senior school. 

Gathered beside the makeshift polling 


booths in the business studies classroom 
yesterday, a small group of senior pupils 
watch the third and fourth year cast 
their votes. One who intends to be 
among the first MSPs (Member of a 
Scottish Parliament) is Kevin Lang. 17. 
senior vice-captain and prime mover 
behind the mode election held this week. 

He says his interest in politics was 
stimulated by a school election in 1992 
when he discovered he had most in 
common with the Liberal Democrats. 


“I’m a strong advocate of a Scottish 
parliament and 1 support proportional 
representation. 1 tike the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats honesty m admitting taxes have to 
be raised to get a better education and 
health service.” he says.1 would love to 
stand for a Scottish parliament. We 
don’t know what Tony Blair's Scottish 
parliament will offer, but! would be in 
favour of a tax-raising parliament.” 

Simon MacLon. 17. has been a 
member of the SNP for six months. “I 


think Tony Blair treats Scotland with 
total disdain. 1 think he sees it as a place 
which gives a guaranteed vote for 
Labour but I don’t think that will always 
be the case. The SNP is always going to 
be hampered by the electoral system but 
it is the only party that can deliver 
meaningful change for Scotland." 

"Labour has never been given a 
chance. The Labour people voted for last 
time is different from Labour now.” says 
Caroline McLeod. “1 agreed more with 


John Smith but I've always wanted to 
support Labour. The Tories are wreck¬ 
ing the country." 

”! don’t like Tony Blair. He’s cheesy,” 
says Jenna Heinemeir. “But 1 would 
vote for him just to get the Tories out 
John Major looks tike the schoolboy 
who got bullied at school and will 
always be bullied by everyone else.” 

Despite their fervour, they are sympa¬ 
thetic to their peers who have no interest 
in politics. "Politics is very alien to a lot 
of young folk," says Kevin. “Especially 
Scots," says Jenna. “We've always lived 
under a Tory government They just 
think politics: it’s English, it’s Conserva¬ 
tive and it has nothing to do with us.” 


Cool appraisal of policy triumphs over youthful idealism as pupils join the classroom hustings 


‘Blair has made 
his party 
electable again’ 


GILL ALLEN 



Louise Meade. 18, 
from Highbury 
Fields School, sup¬ 
ports Labour. She 
lives in a three-bed¬ 
room council terrace 
' ' r house. Her mother, a 
housing personnel 
officer, also supports 
Labour. Her father is a computer 
engineer. 

“1 am from a working-class back¬ 
ground and Labour are for the 
working class.” she says. ”1 have 
been brought up under a Conserva¬ 
tive government and I am very 
disillusioned. We do need a change." 

Louise admires Tony Blair: “He 
has realised that a totally Left 
socialist party hasn’t got in power for 
the last IS years.” But her favourite 
Labourpolitirian is Tony Benn. after 
seeing him address a public meeting 
in her constituency last week. “Hi 


Tony Blair, the Labour leader, 
was 13 when he took to the 
hustings at Durham Choristers 
School as a Tory candidate in 
1966. Michael PortiUo. the De¬ 
fence Secretary, was a Labour 
supporter at Harrow School dur¬ 
ing the 1970 general election. The 
results of this year's national 
schools mock election campaign 
wili be broadcast by the BBC's 
Newsnund at 5.15pm tomorrow. 


didn't talk to us as though we were 
below him — he talked to us as 
though we were his equal." Louise 
believes that Labour’s strongest poli¬ 
cies are education and health. 
“School class sizes are too big. In a 
class of 40 children there is not 
enough time for a teacher to give her 
attention to everyone." The one 
Labour idea she condemns is curfews 
for die young. “I don’t know if it is the 
11-year-olds committing crime. It’s 
probably the older people." 

Jenny Haydock, 16 , of Westminster 
School, supports Labour. Her father 


is a management consultant and her 
mother a housewife. They live in a 
detached, three-bedroom country 
house. "The mood of the country 
seems to be pro-change." she says. 
"The Labour Party provides the most 
realistic option to the Conservatives." 
She admires Margaret Thatcher. “I 
am not sure I entirely agree with 
everything she did but you canY fail 
to admire her charisma and ability 
as a politician.” 

As for Mr Blair. “He has made the 
Labour Party electable." Jenny says: 
“1 am pro-Europe but equally I donY 
believe Britain should be doing 
anything which is not in its own 
interests. I like the idea of a single 
currency if the economics of it can be 
sorted out" The forgotten issues of 
this election are the environment and 
homelessness, she believes. 

Katherine Hardcastle. 16. from 
Latymer School, has just joined the 
Labour Party and is a member of 
Amnesty International Her mother 
is a teacher and her father a lecturer 
politically, both are on the Centre- 
Left. They live in a four-bedroom 
semi-detached house. 

“I am quite enthusiastic about new 
Labour. Tony Blair is very charis¬ 
matic." She is happy with Labour's 
policy of turning grant-maintained 
schools into foundation schools by 
giving local authorities some influ¬ 
ence over them. “I donY think they 
are in the business of closing down 
good schools.” As for Labours pro¬ 
posal to have parental ballots to end 
selection, she said: "It's fair.” Even 
the Labour's threat of compulsory 
homework is welcomed. 

She admires Glenda Jackson, who 
she says is “very committed and hard 
working and well-informed”. Lab¬ 
our’s strongest policy, she believes, is 
allowing councils to spend more on 
building new homes. "It will put an 
end to local authorities having to 
send families into temporary accom¬ 
modation which is really expensive 
and demoralising and degrading." 

Dominic Kennedy 



‘I take the Ken 
Clarke line. I’m 
very pro-EMU’ 


Westminster School: 
George Mangos (C). top; 
Jenny Haydock (Lab); 
Jonathan Monroe (LD) 


Highbury Fields: 
Aiutnda Kelly (C), top; 
Louise Meade (Labk 
Sirin Germen (LD) 


Latymer School: 

Thomas Ableman (C), top; 
Katherine Hardcastle (Lab); 
Charlotte Stone (LD) 


George Mangos. 17, 
• • who is standing for 

the Conservatives at 
[ Westminster School, 

a leading indepen- 
doit, lives with his 
family in Hamp¬ 
stead but has spent 
most of his life in 
Greece, where his father — who 
"started from a very working-class 
background" — is in shipping. Man¬ 
gos is British, but says his political 
convictions “were forged when I was 
in Greece, a place where trades 
unions had, and still have, too much 
power. My family was always in¬ 
volved in the equivalent of the 
Conservative party.” 

He distrusts Tony Blair- “He’s just 
too glossy, too shiny to be real. He 
also has these links with the trades 
unions which he tries to mask and 
which will resurface if he is elected.” 

Although pro-European — “I take 
the Ken Clarke line. lYn very, very 
pro-EMU. Nationalist blindness is 
preventing Britain from joining” — 
George does not believe in a federal 
Europe. 

Who mighr lead the parly if the 
Tories lose? “I would hate to see 
Redwood or Howard take over. I do 
not support the Criminal Justice Bill 
— though Jack Straw's no better." 
Cbnservativism is not fashionable at 
school. “I get a lot of flak. They think 
I’m old before my time. But there are 
a lot of hidden Tories at 
Westminster." 

An and a Kelly. 17, the Conservative 
candidate at Highbury Fields, tire 
combined sixth forms of Highbury 
Fields girls’ and Highbury Grove 
boys’ comprehensives, is standing 
more with his head titan his heart. 
The school is in a Labour heartland. 
“I guess," he says. “JYn the only 
person willing to stand for the Tories. 
I thought it’s an opportunity to get 
involved.” 

The Lib Dems are more his taste. 
So how does he made his lack of Tory 
conviction? “Basically we’re cat the 
offensive. One of the reasons I ran for 


the Conservatives was the chall¬ 
enge." His family isnY political. His 
father, a teacher, is a liberal. His 
mother, a reflexologist, abstains. He 
hasn’t got any Tory idols: “1 think 
John Major’s a pretty cool bloke, he's 
quite winy. But I guess 1 donY 
actually admire him.” 

Defintely no Labour heroes. “I 
really donY like Tony Blair. I can't 
stand him. Very smug, smarmy 
smile. 1 think the Labour Party are 
prostituting themselves." 

Kelly is more pro-Europe and pro¬ 
single currency than anti, but he 
favours a referendum. His own 
campaign secret weapon is his mate 
Wesley, the school hunk. “I’ve per¬ 
suaded him to wear blue swimming 
trunks on polling day. I guess that’s 
exploitation, but we’re facing an 
uphill struggle." 

Thomas Ableman is. at 15. the 
youngest candidate in the elections at 
latymer School, a grant-maintained 
grammar school. He is a true-blue 
Tory. “I’ve been interested in politics 
for years. I was writing essays about 
Margaret Thatcher when 1 was 
eight. So when I heard there was 
going to be an election. I volunteered. 

Why Tory? “I'm a Conservative 
because I believe in Conservative 
ideals. 1 folly agree with the govern¬ 
ment line on Europe. 1 think the 
Government are right to wait and see 
before deriding on a single currency. 
1 am pro-European. I admire 
Kenneth Clarke." 

Does he have any dislikes of the 
current Conservative strategy? "1 
dislike a lot of the law and order 
policies that have been introduced 
recently. But generally I’d say I’m a 
staunch Conservative. 

“The Labour party is absurd. Mr 
Blair has led an unprincipled dash 
for power. Mr Blair is someone who 
is willing to tailor his policies 
to get elected." His mother, he says, 
"is absolutely ashamed that I'm 
standing as a Tory. My father is 
undecided." 

Joe Joseph 


‘Labour and the Tories are too close, and both steal from the Lib Dems’ 


Charlotte Stone, 18, 
,, < ., of Latymer School, 

1 - is a already veteran 

.7; - Liberal Democrat 

' - campaigner. “I 

‘ y.- joined when I was 
? }6; [ canvassed for 

the first time at the 
Littleborough and 
Saddleworth by-election, going 
round knocking on doors." 

Her father, a designer, once 
stood as a Liberal Democrat coun¬ 
cillor and her mother, with whom 


she lives in a council flat, is "a 
staunch Conservative. I donY look 
at the party’s policies as in what 
will benefit my home life. 1 look at 
what! believe in.” 

She likes the Liberal Democrat 
“honesty". Tony Blair says educa¬ 
tion. education, education, but he is 
not willing to say it is so important 
they will ask for more tax for iL" 

Should selective schools like her 
own survive? "I am very grateful 
for the education I have received 
and I appreciate it But I do agree 


that grammar schools are not good 
for the majority of children." 

Who will replace Paddy 
Ashdown, when the time comes? “I 
am not going to answer that. I 
admire him too much." 

Jonathan Monroe, lb. has found 
rime our from his seven A levels to 
campaign for the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats at Westminster School. 

He is heir to a long Liberal 
tradition. “My dad’s a card-carry¬ 
ing Liberal Democrat, my grandfa¬ 
ther was a liberal candidate in 


Beckenham and my great-grandfa¬ 
ther was a Liberal artomey- 
general." 

Monroe, who lives with his 
parents in a north London semi, 
“has recently discovered new Lab¬ 
our does not tell the truth. Whal 
really blew it was when they said 
they would keep to Tory Treasury 
figures when they knew that meant 
cuts in health and education." 

Education policies are another 
target. “Conservative policies on 
grammar schools would lead to a 


secondary modem in every town 
and that would be unacceptable. 
Letting the existing grammar 
schools carry on is yet another 
example of Labour hypocrisy." 

The most popular school cam¬ 
paign issue is legalisation of soft 
drugs.“My personal belief is that 
cannabis and Ecstacy should both 
be legalised and available at the 
chemists." 

Sirin Gecmen. 18, volunteered to 
be a Libera] Democrat candidate to 
help improve her knowledge of 


politics, one of her four A levels at 
Highbury' Fields. “I donY like any 
of the parties wholeheartedly but 
the Liberal Democrats are are the 
best of a bad bunch." 

She lives with her Turkish moth¬ 
er and brother in a council flat near 
the school. “1 think the Labour 
Party have strayed too far towards 
the Toiy Party and they are both 
stealing a lot of the Liberal Demo¬ 
crat policies." 

Only the Lib Dems would make 
more people feel involved in de¬ 


mocracy. "You could say voting in 
the election is a wasted vote 
because a lot of constituencies are 
safe seats. I agree with the PR 
system." 

Does she criticise the decision by 
Tbny Blair, Islington* most fam¬ 
ous resident, to send his children 
across London to school? “There is 
only one Catholic school in Isling¬ 
ton and he wanted the best for his 
child. 1 would want the same.” 

David Charter 
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0 ELECTION 97 __ 

‘Time for change’ is key 
sentiment among voters 

Opinion poll finds ‘feel good’ factor counts for little, says Peter Riddell 


MORE than a quarter of the 
public believe it is time for a 
change at this electiun. even 
though “the Government has 
built strong foundations for 
Britain's economic recovery", 
according to a MORI poll for 
The Times. 

This is the single most 
worrying finding for the To¬ 
ries in view of the strengih of 
the economy and the improve¬ 
ment in the “feel good” factor. 
It indicates that many voters 
are determined to get rid of 
the Tories almost regardless 
of other influences. 

Nearly half the public ac¬ 
cepts that the Government 
has buiit strong foundations 
for economic recovery. Some 
20 per cent believe the Tories 
deserve to win. while 28 per 
cent think that “at this elec¬ 
tion if is time for a change". A 
third or Tory" waverers who 
may change their minds take 
this view', as do nearly a half 
of those who have switched 
from Tory ro Labour. 

By contrast, just 43 per cent 
think the Government has 


BEST PRIME MINISTER 


0 Who do yctn think would make the most capable 
Prime Minister, Mr Major, Mr Blair or Mr 
Ashdown? , 50% 
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1 April 
Source: MOB. 


failed to build a strong econo¬ 
my. of whom 38 per cent 
believe it is rime for a change. 

At the 1992 election, less 
than two-fifths thought the 
Government had built strong 
foundations for economic re¬ 
covery, but a mere 16 per cent 
believed this and thought it 
was time for a change. 


1 ASHDOWN L 

-1-i-io : 

15 April 22 AprS 

Base: e. 1,133 British Adults aged 18+ 

The poll, taken on Tuesday, 
shows that 26 per cent of 
people may change their 
mind. This is an unusually 
high proportion for this late 
stage of the campaign. This 
total includes three in ten of 
Tory supporters, but less than 
a fifth of Labour supporters. 
Among those who say they 


may change their mind. 28 
per cent of wavering Tories 
say they might switch to 
Labour and 25 per cent to the 
Liberal Democrats. By con¬ 
trast, 23 per cent of Labour 
waverers may switch to the 
Tories and 3Z per cent to the 
Libera] Democrats. 

Tony Blair has maintained 
a big lead over John Major as 
the leader the public regards 
as the most capable Prime 
Minister. Some 38 per cent 
mention Mr Blair, against 26 
per cent for Mr Major. These 
figures are almost opposite of 
five years ago when Mr 
Major led Neil Kinnock 
throughout the campaign. 

The poll also suggests that 
turnout may be lower than 
five years ago. The number 
saying they are certain to vote 
has risen over the past week 
from 64 to 68 per cent, but this 
compares with 71 per cent at 
the same stage in 1992. 

The number of people who 
think Labour has the best 
team of leaders has fallen 
from two-fifths to a third since 


0 1f the Conservatives lose the General Election and John 
Major stands down as party leader, which one of these 
politicians would you like to see lead the Conservanve party? 

„ . Conservative 

Per cant menooning supporters 

liMioal UaeaWna kiUMJBV -".Li 20% 36 


Mecheet Hesefflne 
Kenneth Clarke 
John Redwood 
Michael Portillo 
Gillian Shephard 
Stephen Dorrell 
Mai com Rifldnd 


Wffltam Hague § 1% 
Michael Howard § 1% 
fan Lang § 1% 
Other 1 1 * 

; None of these 
I Don't know tfqggj 


the beginning of April, but 
this is well up on the Tories at 
one-fifth. Labour is nearly 
twcHo-one ahead of the Tories 
on which party has the best 
policies, while it has a three- 
to-one margin on which party 
is "the most dear and united 
about its policies”. Indeed, 
the Liberal Democrats have 
double the Tory score on 
“dear and united". 

Particularly damning for 
file Tories is that just two- 
fifths of its supporters think it 
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Heseltine and 
Clarke head 
leadership list 


is the most dear and united 
about its poliries. 

MORI interviewed a repre¬ 
sentative quota of 1.133 adults 
at 85 sampling points across 
Britain . All interviews were 
conducted on a face-to-face 
basis on April 22. Data were 
weighted to match the profile 
of the population and voting 
intention figures exclude 
those who say they would not 
vofe (6 per cent), are undecid¬ 
ed (9 per cent} or who refuse to 
name party (4 per cent}. 


MICHAEL Heseltine ar.d 
Kenneth Clarke are well 
ahead of any other candidates 
as favourites to succeed John 
Major if the Tories lose the 
election in a week's time. 

The latest MORI poll 
shows that, of the other likely 
runners. Michael Portillo has 
been gaining ground on John 
Redwood among Tory sup¬ 
porters. though the latter is 
strongly favoured by former 
Tories. 

MORI showed interview¬ 
ees a list of ten likely contend¬ 
ers and asked which oi them 
people would like to see as 
Conservative leader on the 
assumption that the Tories 
lost the election and Mr 
Major stood down as leader. 
Such questions are. in pan. 
measures ot which politicians 
are known by the public, but 
they also indicate which lead- 
ins' Tories have made an 
impact during the campaign. 

Among the" public general¬ 
ly. Mr Heseltine comes top at 
20 per cent, followed by Mr 
Clarke on i? per cent: nobody 
else scores double figures. In 
third place is Mr Redwood or. 


7 per cent, just ahead of Mr 
porullo and Gillian Shep¬ 
hard. both on 5 per cent. 

.As revealing is the balance 
of support among declared 
Tories. .As manv as 3t> per cent 
would prefer \ir Heseltine to 
succeed Mr Major. »f he 
stands down, with Mr Clarke 
second on 13 per cent. 

Mr Portillo attracts stron¬ 
ger support among commit- 
red Tories on 10 per cent and 
his support among this group 
has risen from 7 per cent in 
Mav last year. By contrast, 
the number mentioning Mr 
Redwood has declined from II 
ro 6 per cent over the period. 

Of the other possible run¬ 
ners. Mrs Shephard attracts 4 
per cent support among Tory 
supporters, just ahead of 
Wiliam Hague on 3 per cent 
Michael Howard and Ste¬ 
phen Dorrell are at 2 per cent, 
with Malcolm Rifkind at just 
1 per cent. 

.Among former Tory sup¬ 
porters. while Mr Heseltine is 
ahead, on 24 per cent, Mr 
Redwood comes second at 16 
per cent with Mr Clarke third 
on 14 oer cent. 
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GP poll is Millionaire 
unhealthy in assault 
for Tories on the euro 


POLLS suggest that Tories 
have iost the'support of nearly 
half the GPs who backed rhem 
in the last election and that 
only 12 per cent of nurses will 
vote for them l Ian Murray 
writes]. 

A poll for General Practitio¬ 
ner published today found 
that 32 per cent of" doctors 
intended to vote Labour com¬ 
pared with 23 per cent in 1992. 
Ton- support had fallen from 
40 to 21 per cent, with Liberal 
Democrats rising slightly 
from 25 to 27 per cent. 

Only iS per cent of the 250 
doctors polled were satisfied 
with government health poli¬ 
cy. a poli for Mussing Stan¬ 
dard found that 40 per cent of 
nurses would vote Labour and 
15 percent Liberal Democrat. 


THE millionaire business¬ 
man Paul Sykes will start a 
El million advertising cam¬ 
paign in The Times nest week 
urging people who oppose a 
single currency to vote Tory. 
He also plans to book prime 
time on national television in 
before the EU summit in 
.Amsterdam in June if Lab¬ 
our wins. 

Mr Sykes, who has already 
paid £600.000 to 232 Tory 
candidates who oppose a 
single currency in their elec¬ 
tion literature, said last night 
“If we lose 1 wall stop being 
polite. I will start spending 
some real money.” 

Worth about £250 million, 
Mr Sykes says-he will cam¬ 
paign with a sandwich board 
if he runs out of money. 


ELECTION TRAIL 


Conservatives: Michael 

Heseltine. William WaJdeqrave, 
Lord Archer in Wales; Virginia 
Bottomtey in London; Patrick 
Mayhew in the East Michael 
Portillo in the West; Michael 
Howard in the North West; John 
Gummer in the North East; Gillian 
Shephard in the South; Peter Lilley 
in the Midlands. 

Labour John Prescott in the 
North; Tessa Jowell, Glenda 
Jackson in the North West An¬ 
drew Smith. Chris Smith, Robin 
Cook in the Midlands; Gavin 
Strang in the South; Margaret 
Beckett, David Blunkett In Scot¬ 


land; Harriet Harman in the South 
WesL 

Liberals: Paddy Ashdown in 
Birmingham and Scotland; Peter 
Thumham in Hereford; Lord 
Rodgers in Hampshire; Shirley 
Williams in Berwjck-on-Tweed. 

On screen: Labour election broad¬ 
cast C5 5.25pm, 17V 6.40pm, 
BBC1 9.45pm, BBC2 10.30pm. C4 
10.35pm. Question Taw with Tony 
Blair 10.30 BBC1. Tbatcfter’s Ctrtcf- 
ren — studio debate with first-time 
voters bom on the day when 
Margaret Thatcher was elected 
Tory leader 9pm C4. News at Ten 
interview with Tony Blair. 
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Major asks 
faithful to 
trust him 
above party 

By Arthur Leathley, political correspondent 


JOHN MAJOR made an im¬ 
passioned personal plea to 
party activists in Aberdeen 
yesterday to “look in my eyes" 
and trust him even if they have 
doubts about the Conservative 
Party. 

The Prime Minister dis¬ 
tanced himself from the prob¬ 
lems fating his party and 
underlined his personal integ¬ 
rity and ability to protect 
Britain against European Fed¬ 
eralists and the break up of the 
Union. 

“I appeal to you. Don't let 
whatever doubts you may 
have had about the Conserva¬ 
tive Party in the past weigh 
with you. when the future of 
the United Kingdom may be 
at stake. Think about it. Think 
seriously. Think again. Look 
in my eyes and know this. I 
will always deal fair and true 
by this great nation." 



He attempted to emphasise 
his own stature at the head of 
the party when he made dear 
that the conservative manifes¬ 
to "has my imprint right upon 
iL It is my manifesto, not just 
to my own constituents but to 
the whole of the country." 

Mr Major has ordered col¬ 
leagues to make devolution 
and Europe key issues in the 
final days of the election 
campaign, believing that this 
is Labour's most most vulner¬ 
able territory. 

In an interview with The 
European he talked tough 
about the gulf between the 
Tories and Labour on Europe, 
saying it was "not just a gap— 
irs a chasm". He added: “We 
did not enter the EU for 
socialism through die back 
door or far a federal Europe. 
We support Britain in Europe, 
not Britain run by Europe." 


The British Prime Minister 
— whether himself or Tony 
Blair — would “face pressure 
to take Europe down an 
imegrationist. federal path” 
when the heads of the Euro¬ 
pean states met at the Amster¬ 
dam summit in June, he said. 

"If Blair is elected to the 
premiership of May 1. within 
weeks he would go cap in 
hand to Amsterdam to sign 
away control over much of 
Britain's booming economy. 
The trade union bosses will 
bring through the back door 
all the powers we have pushed 
our through the front door.” 

Mr Major reiterated his 
determination to resist any 
move towards a more integrat¬ 
ed Europe. "If the British 
people send me to Amster¬ 
dam, be in no doubt. 1 will not 
put British prosperity at risk. I 
will not put Britain on the 
escalator to a Federal 
Europe." 

Mr Major launched a fresh 
attack on Labour's devolution 
proposals, linking the break 
up of the United Kingdom 
with a growing threat from 
European federalists in Brus¬ 
sels. 

□ Labour's proposal to abol¬ 
ish tax relief on health insur¬ 
ance could increase the tax bill 
of600.000 pensioners by £200 
a year, the Tories warned 
yesterday in an escalation of 
the battle to win the so-called 
grey vote. 

The Tories were accused of 
running scare stories to try to 
win over the pensioner popu¬ 
lation by Labour leaders who 
repeated their charge yester¬ 
day that a fifth-term Conser¬ 
vative government would 
privatise the state pension. But 
Stephen DorreU, the Health 
Secretary, defended the Tory 
tactics and said that Labour 
had made specific commit¬ 
ments which would raise costs 
for pensioners. 



Tony Baldly, left, junior minister at the Ministry of Agriculture, talking to farmers at Hereford cattle market yesterday 


Minister finds life tough on the farm 

Damian Whitworth goes on the campaign trail with D ouglas Hogg’s deputy, Tony Baldry 

been Labour’s spokesman on 
agriculture for a decade, he 
actually is a ruddy-faced 
farmer and an agriculture 
consultant He was laughing 
and joking with the local 
chairman of the National 
Farmers' Union. Derek 
Wareham. “We once worked 
on the same farm together. 40 
years ago,” said Lord Carter. 

Turning to Mr Baldry's- 
pronouncements. Lord Car¬ 
ter remarked: “It seems a lit¬ 
tle inappropriate to come 
here and start talking about a 
minimum wage. Farmers 
about the only people who 
have got a minimum wage 
and they've had one for SO 
years. 

“Furthermore, it is a delib¬ 
erate distortion to say that 
our right-to-roam Bill would 
give legal access to farmland 
as it will only refer to open 
(and or moorland.” Mr 
Baldry's boast that the Con¬ 
servatives were best placed to 
get the beef ban lifted was 
similarly dismissed. 

Mr Baldty had waded off 
to look at some cattle. 



ONE of the unreported side-effects of BSE is that the afflicted 
rum to drink (Daniel McCrary writes). Douglas Hogg. left, 
sought sanctuary in yet another country pub yesterday. 
Gulping down his lunchtime beer the minister conceded that 
his campaign arrangements are driving him to drink: "So 
many of the rendezvous we have are in pubs but 1 would much 
rather talk to people over a pint than sit in some dreary press 
conference in London." 

This is just as well as Central Office seems intent on 
banishing Mr Hogg to the backwaters. Once again he had 
begun his day studying the B-roads on his pocket AA map. 

However, Central Office would have been proud of him in 
one confrontation yesterday. He found himself toe to toe with a 
vast charolais bull. Mr Hogg stared. The bull stared back, then 
charged. Ministerial minders fled but Mr Hogg stood his 
ground and the beast limped away. His next question to the 
farmer was when the animal was due for slaughter. 


THE man fighting the 
muckiest campaign of this 
election is probably Tony 
Baidiy. a junior minister at 
the Ministry of Agriculture. 
While other ministers can¬ 
vass voters in supermarkets 
and factories, Mr Baldry has 
been spending most of his 
time deep in manure. 

In the absence of Douglas 
Hogg, Mr Baldry's boss, who 
admitted to The Times last 
week that he is only spending 
seven days on the national 
camapi^n trail poor Mr 
Baldry is touring the shires 
seeing rather a lot of farmers. 

While other ministers seem 
incapable of going anywhere 
without an escort from a 
huge retinue of minders, Mr 
Baldry quietly drives himself 
around from farm, to market 
to fishing port. Yesterday he 
rolled up at Hereford market 
to launch the Conservative 
rural campaign. 

He was ushered into the 
sheep pens by the happily 
named local Tory candidate. 
Sir Colin Shepherd. As those 
unfamiliar with the hazards 


of such places slithered 
around and tried to mop up 
the mess with straw. Mr 
Baldry splashed on without 
regard to his turn-ups. “Your 
shoes take quite a battering 
Ln this job." he said. “But this 
isn't as bad as fish markets. 
At the crack of dawn, fisb- 
markets really smelL" 

The minister told one farm¬ 
er that the crisis over "mad 
cow" disease had been night¬ 


marish for some people. A 
thousand bleats concurred. 
Mr Baldly then derided to 
start talking tough politics. 
This was perhaps a mistake. 

“Village life and rural trad¬ 
itions are under threat from 
Labour. Labour’s policies 
would lead to the death of the 
rural economy.” He attacked 
the idea of a minimum wage, 
railed against the Opposi- 


trumpeted the government’s 
handling of the BSE crisis. 

However hard Mr Baldry 
has worked, however many 
European Council of Minis¬ 
ters meetings he has attended 
— he is not a farmer. He 
trained as a banister. Just as 
he concluded his spiel 
Labour’s frontbench agricul¬ 
ture spokesman In the Lords. 
Lord Carter, appeared. 

only 


turn’s policy on hunting and-Lord-Carter has not 


NFU chief 
will vote 
Labour 
over BSE 

By Andrew Pierce 

THE former president of the 
National Farmers’ Union 
says in a letter to The Times 
today that he will vote Labour 
at the election for the first time 
in 40 years because the Tories 
had forfeited the right to 
support from farmers. 

Sir Simon Gourlay says 
that the “disastrous" record of 
the Government was illustrat¬ 
ed by the BSE crisis, the worst 
to afflict the industry since the 
war. Sir Simon, the president 
of the NFU from I«S6-9l, who 
has voted Tory in every 
election bar the last one. when 
he backed the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats, said that many land¬ 
owning farmers had switched 
to Labour because of the 
■‘lamentable" performance of 
Douglas Hogg, the Agricul¬ 
ture Minister. 

“Ineptitude and day-by-day 
crisis management over the 
last ten years have cost farm¬ 
ers and the taxpayer billions 
of pounds." he said. 

□ Alan Sugar, the chairman 
of the electronics firm 
Amstrad and Tottenham 
Hotsput Football Club last 
night declared his support for 
Labour. Once seen as one of 
Baroness Thatcher's favourite 
businessmen, he said Mr 
Blair was a breath of fresh air 
and understood business. 


Letters, page 23 



Gourlay: condemned 
handling of beef crisis 
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IBM Multimedia Pentium PC 

• Intel Pentium P133 processor • 12MB RAM • 1.6 GB Hard drive 
• Internet ready with 28.8 bps modem 

Buy for only £59*09a month. 
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When you buy o state of the art IBM Multimedia Pentium PC 
from Radio Rentals, you also buy peace of mind. You can upgrade* so 
your PC will always be up to date. Delivery, installation, a PC helpline 
and in - home servicing are all included in our easily affordable 
monthly payments* For your nearest store call 0800 444214. 
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TO VOTE FOR 


Since being elected 
Prime Minister in 1992 


John Major has led Britain 
to growing prosperity. 


THESE ARE THE PLAIH FACTS 


INFLATION 

Now just 2.6%. 

Protecting your spending power. 


EDUCATION 

The government now spends £1,890 on each 
pupil every year (50% more than Labour ever did). 


NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE 

Just one person in a hundred waits more than 
a year for hospital treatment. Under Labour 
it was one in four, and one in five waited more 
than two years. 


EUROPE 

Only John Major has guaranteed no federal Europe 
and no single currency without a referendum. 
Britain has the fastest growing economy of any 
major European country. 


CRIME 

Recorded crime down 10% 
records began. 


the largest fall since 


TAX 


Basic rate of tax is just 23 pence in every pound - 
the lowest rate for 60 years. 


MORTGAGES 

Average mortgage rate down from 11.38% to just 
6.67% - its lowest level for 30 years. 


NATIONAL LOTTERY 

This popular success has raised over £3 billion for 
good causes in just over two years. 


SOCIAL CHAPTER 

A Conservative government will never sign 
Europe’s Social Chapter as it would destroy 
British jobs. Labour would sign it immediately. 


UNEMPLOYMENT 

Now at its lowest level for six and a half years, 
lower than any other major European country. 


Before you vote - remember this other simple fact. 

Only John Major and his team have the experience to keep these successes going - think of Labour's 

disastrous record in local government. 


Only the Conservatives ran protest 
your living standard. 

Don't change just for change's sake - 



VOTE 

CONSERVATIVE 


You know it makes sense 


Published by: Entrepreneurs for a Booming Britain, 40 Doughty Street, London WC1N 2LF 
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Abbott runs for 
cover instead of 

for Parliament 



Matthew Parris tracks 
down but has great 
difficulty cornering a 
rare and fascinating 
species — the apparently 
publicity-shy 
politician 


“DIANE Abbott? She will be 
here tomorrow, bur we duni 
know exactly where. " 

I had difficulty in tracking 
down the Hackney North &■ 
Stoke Newington Constituen¬ 
cy Labour Party, who are not 
in the phone book, and now it 
seemed they had difficulty 
tracking down their 
candidate. 

They promised to ring back. 
They never did. So I rang 
them again yesterday morn¬ 
ing. "Her schedule does not 
allow anyone into her constit¬ 
uency today", they said, then 
hung up. So 1 asked The Times 
to ring. "She is not in the 
constituency, but may be lat¬ 
er” the enquirer was told. 

So I turned up at the door of 
her Stoke Newington office 
yesterday morning. Two parry 
workers behind the counter 
looked sheepish.They' paused. 


I thought I saw someone move 
behind a screen. ‘Yes. she's 
here' one worker said, 
hesitantly. 

Diane Abbott stepped 
forward. 

1 should explain that she 
and ! are on good terms and 
she cannot have regarded me 
as hostile. She is known for 
her forthright left wing views 
and occasional eccentricity f‘I 
don't even know Tony Blair; 
never had a conversation with 


him" she said last year) but I 
am less likely than most to 
mock. She looked deeply em¬ 
barrassed. “Sorry" she said, 
"you cant write about me 
today. 1 am off In help Alan 
Simpson, the Labour candi¬ 
date in Nottingham South." 

Could The Times photogra¬ 
pher take a picture of us? 
“Sorry, no photographs". 

This was becoming unreal. I 
phoned Mr Simpson’s office. 
"No. she is not coming here 
today. She's arriving tomor¬ 
row on the 11.45 train." 

I do nut see myself as a 
doorstepping journalist or 
wish to become a nuisance, 
least of all to Miss Abbott 
wham I used to respect. But 
now the photographer and I 
bad the bit between our teeth 
so. after checking there was no 
other exit, he sTood opposite 
the door to the Labour offices 
and waited. I tucked myself 
away with a mobile phone. An 
hour later he was still waiting. 

I contacted the other candi¬ 
dates. Michael Lavender, an 
eager and energetic Tory, was 



Diane Abbott: hid in her constituency office all day 



Candidates Dickon To I son. Lisa Lovebucket and Michael Lavender wait outside the Labour offices for their rival to make a break for it 


out canvassing but came to 
join me. The Times was wel¬ 
come to follow him. Douglas 
Taylor, the Liberal Democrat, 
was at work but would be 
pleased to take us round later. 
For the Referendum Party, 
Brian Maxwell could join me 
the following morning. For the 
Rainbow Connection Dream 
Ticket Party. Lisa Lovebucket 
agreed to take an hour off 
work to meet The Times. She 
brought with her Dickon 
Tolson (None of the Above 
Party) on his bike. 

We assembled outside the 
Labour Party offices Inside, 
Diane Abbott was still refus¬ 


ing to come oul Front lime to 
time people would peer from 
the windows to sec if we were 
still waiting. 1 could see Miss 
Abbott behind the counter. 
"She came to a Charter SS 
meeting" the Liberal Demo¬ 
crat told me but when we 
asked her views', she said: "All 
I have to say is that Tuny Blair 
walks on water" 

“l am hoping for 23 votes" 
said Miss Lovebucket. "Not 
24?" 1 asked. “No. 23. It's the 
number of the illuminati." 
Her party rickel is "Home rule 
for everyone, everywhere". M r 
Tolson. a 24-year-oid extra in 
Peak Practice, has invested all 


his savings in his deposit- He 
believes in individual freedom 
and human diversity and 
wants to take a stand against 
party politics. Mr Lavender 
thinks Labour has let Hack¬ 
ney down and hopes for a 
solid protest vote for theTories 
next Thursday. 

So 77n? Times knows where 
Hackney's Rainbow, Conser¬ 
vative. and None of the Above, 
parties stand. Bur where does 
Labour stand? "All l have to 
say is that Tony Blair walks on 
water.” 

Diane Abbott had now been 
hiding for four hours. At about 
4pm.'they sent a decoy out — 


an Abbott loukulike who 
leaped into a mini cab. Bui we 
know Diane and were not 
fooled. At 5 they sent a spy to 
Scout the Rochester Castle 
pub. where I was writing this. 
Bur I hid. By 6 she was still 
within. 

Your sketchwriter has 
reached four conclusions. 
First. Miss Lovebucket and 
Mr Tolson, who will lose their 
deposits, are a good deal saner 
than the Hackney Labour 
Party. Second, it looks like 
Labour's Millbank Tower is 
behind Miss Abbott's disap¬ 
pearance. But they had better 
at least coordinate official lies 


— how about an 'alibi for the 
day' each morning? — so that 
we all agree when Miss .Ab¬ 
bot! is supposed to be arriving 
in Nottingham. Playing silly 
huggers is not clever, not even 
especially sinister: if is just 
stupid. 

Third, if l were Diane 
Abbort. whom. 1 persist in nor 
disliking. I should feel insult¬ 
ed and humiliated. Humiliat¬ 
ed that my party is ashamed — 
or afraid — of my face and 
opinions appearing in any 
journal outside Hackney. Oh 

— and fourthly: in Miss Ab¬ 
bott's memorable phrase 
■Tony Blair walks on water". 


Michael Foot goes trendily but with some passion into that good night 


HE HAS a new claret jacket for 
new Labour. Michael Foot on the 
campaign trail in west Wales 
yesterday, was doing his best to 
live up to the party's new designer 
image. 

Gone was the donkey jacket, to 
be replaced by one of the more 
expensive casual labels for men. 
Gant His footwear, dark canvas 
shoes by Arfwalk, is favoured by 
trendy first-time new Labour 
voters. 

Hie former Labour leader was 
extremely proud of his dress but 
even he thonght purple would be 
too much. That is the colour 
chosen for Labour's election day 


Valerie Elliott admires the former leader’s commitment to designer fashion on his visit to west Wales 


build-up. His shock of white hair, 
owlish spectacles, wooden slick 
and Dizzy the Tibetan terrier, who 
has been a companion for 17 
years, were reassuringly familiar. 
There were no soundbites from 
Dizzy but Mr Foot said he was 
getting on famously with Mr 
Blair's new bulldog. 

The passion and emotion are 
still there. But Mr Foot, S3, the 
grand old man of the Labour 
movement, who held Ebbw Vale 
after Aneurin Sevan for nearly 50 
years and in 1983 led the party to 


its heaviest postwar defeat is 
quieter now. 

He sensed victory nevertheless 
for Labour this time and is 
convinced the party will be in 
power well into the millennium. 
He said he intends to be around to 
see what it achieves. Mr Foot 
particularly looks forward, to see¬ 
ing more women in the Cabinet 
and in Parliament They would 
enliven politics, he said. 

But the man of letters gave a 
warning in an address to students 
at Pembrokeshire College, Haver¬ 


fordwest that the only combina¬ 
tion for a winning politician was 
to mix political theory with practi¬ 
cal measures. He hinted that 
perhaps the pragmatism had 
gone too far. "Some politicians 
should learn more from our 
history than sometimes they are 
prepared to do." 

Later on a nostalgic journey to 
the Boathouse at Laughame, once 
Dylan Thomas's home, flashes of 
Michael Foot’s former fiery spirit 
emerged. There were firm orders 
for a Blair government “They 


must call an international confer¬ 
ence for the abolition of the bomb. 
I think they will do. It’s not in the 
programme but there are lots of 
tilings not in the programme they 
might wish to do,” he said. 

“Now 1 am not saying they 
should give up the bomb when 
others haven't but they should call 
the conference, we must call a halt 
to this race. The more they look at 
it the more they will come to this 
conclusion." 

The next priority was to get 
people back to work. “The unions 


will help Tony Blair win this 
election and they will help him on 
this afterwards.” 

Mr Foot's third demand was the 
state funding of political parties. 
He railed against the secret fund¬ 
ing of the Tories but said trade 
union sponsorship of MPs was 
defensible because it was open. “I 
do believe Labour will introduce 
iL You won't solve real corruption 
in Parliament without state ‘ 
fundings. There are mixed views 
on this in the party but 1 think 
they will do iL" 


tar 
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Fool grand old man 
of Labour movement 



i work from home, then you'll find that the 
IFC-9000 - with five essential office functions 
to one compact machine - is the business. 

• still, ifs high quality business. For while we've 
. that the MFC-9000 occupies very little space, 
'r cut comers in the level of its performance, 
what we have cut are your operating costs 
,igh speed modem and taw priced consumables. 
II you reed to get your business centre up and 
simply one plug socket, one telephone socket 
or a separate phone line) and a PC connection. 
, th, business, ring the number shown for 


MFC-9000: LASER FAX • LASER PRINTER 
• SCANNER •COPIER* PC/FAX 


MFC-9000 MULTI-FUNCTION MACHINE 


more details. 


brother. 

More than just features 

Brother U.K. Hi, 

her.com 


FAX: 

• Fast 14,400bps modem speed 

• High quality laser print 

• Plain paper output 

• 6 second transmit speed* 

PRINTER: • 

■ 600 dpi high quality laser 
printing in Windows - 

• 6 pages per minute pnnt speed 
in Windows™ . 

• DOS/Vilmdows* 1 compatible 

SCANNER: 

• Scan logos, letters or documents 
directly into your PC 

• OCR Software allows scanned 
documents to be edited 


COPIER: 

• Up to 99 copies in a single run 

• Reduction/enlargement scaling 
from 50% to 200% ' 

• Up to 5 pages per minute copy 
speed 

PC/FAX: 

• Transmits and receives faxes 
direct from a. PC using Brother 
MFL-Pro Software supplied 

• Speed and legibility of 
transmitted faxes greatly 
improved 
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CALL THIS NUMBER QUOTING REF: TM047 

0345535100 


What really new ideas are being 
offered by the two main parties? 


Getting elected, survival, maintenance and vague general 
promises are almost enough in politics. There may also be 
some need for new ideas that simplify life and provide new values. 


What are the top ten new ideas? 
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As we approach the new millennium, there is a great need 
for new thinking in almost every area. 
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Soapy stagecraft takes the gloss off plans to channel draw’s £lbn profits to ‘people’s causes 


Labour’s credit rating falls as its 
lotteiy banker fails to hit jackpot 


LABOUR’S LOTTERY 



You’ll be sure of a big 
surprise, they said. But 
Charles Bremner found 
Tony Blair lost in the 
woods as new Labour’s 
theatrical presentation 
held centre stage 


WE were in for a big surprise. 
Labour had promised us when 
we were invited down to a 
riverside television theatre in 
London yesterday. The media 
bunker of Labour’s daily press 
conferences was not special 
enough far the exciting news 
to be unveiled by Tony Blair 
and his friends. 

What we saw was the 
launch of Labour’s promised 
plan for revamping the Nat¬ 
ional Lottery and reallocating 
modest proceeds to health and 
education. Sony, that should 
read “We shared in the exrite- 
menr of Labour's promised 
'billion-pound jackpot for all 
Britain’.” This event, accord¬ 
ing to Mr Blair, “will be as 
important as well as popular 
as any initiative taken by any 
political party in the course of 
this campaign” 

Putting aside what this said 
about the importance of 
projects for government. 
Labour's lottery day offered a 
fine example of the soapy 
stagecraft which has driven 
rhe campaign, and especially 
new Labour^. It was also a 
nice primer in the buzzwords 
that are supposed to hit the 




It could be them: Labour 
hopes it has a winner 


right buttons for mall-shop¬ 
ping, leisure-loving Britain. 

Labour’S lottery wheeze 
might be defined by a French 
intellectual as Le Marxisme 
Light. Any old Ieftie would 
recognise rhe principles be¬ 
hind what it calls “the people's 
lortery". The idea is to take 
wealth and redistribute it to 
“the people's causes". The 
business is a painless exercise 
in which we are all winners. It 
involves no confiscation or 
taxes, but simply what Mr 
Blair called the “fun” of buy¬ 
ing lortery tickets. A couple of 
wicked capitalists were, how¬ 
ever, cited by Jack Cunning¬ 
ham, the Shadow Heritage 
Secretary: the over-rich Came- 
lot “monopoly'’ and the Chur¬ 
chill family. The latter had, 
according to Labour, unjustly 
benefited from the people’s 
millions to keep Sir Winston's 
papers in Britain. 

Based on the rule that 
nothing is real unless it is on 
television. Labour had put on 
an implausible affair that 
came across like one of those 
“info-mercials” broadcast in 
the small hours on American 
television. There, before the 
darkened theatre, was a stage 
set as dazzling as the teeth and 
the white shirt of the chief 
compere, Tony B. There was 
an enrhusiasrie studio audi¬ 
ence, drawn from the public, 
and a bevy of guest stars who 
came to endorse the product 

In the absence of Mystic 
Meg. Mr Cunningham warm¬ 
ed up the audience while Tony 
B beamed into the theatre 
darkness from behind the 
traditional vase of red roses. 
Bounding to the podium in 
best Trasr-Me mode, the party 
chief then assured a hall 
dominated by election-weary 
hacks: “Labour cant guaran¬ 
tee that you'll win! Though 
we’ve been sorely tempted to 
make that guarantee ... But 



Labour 




Roll up: Miriam Stoppard said advice on healthy living must be as popular as this week's in-store super-buy 


we will guarantee your money 
goes to causes you care abour." 

In near verb-free flight, Mr 
Blair wanned to ltis theme. 
“The People's Lottery. The 
People's Priorities. lr will not 
substitute for what the taxpay¬ 
er does. It will add to what 
people get.” Literate and 
numerate children would be 
merrily clicking away on com¬ 
puters. sharpening their skills 
at “homework dubs" and 
honing their healthy lifestyles. 
This would be financed by the 
profits from the midweek 
draw. El billion within four 
years, a sum that would in 
reality spread pretty thin. But 


you didn't just have to take the 
politician’s word: celebrities 
racked it. First came Steve 
Cram, the athlete, who ap¬ 
peared on a video screen 
standing in the duty-free shop 
at Heathrow. He was rushing 
off but wanted to give his 
blessing to after-school dubs. 

Then, in a coup for Labour. 
Anthony Minghella, the direc¬ 
tor of The English Patient, 
stepped up from die studio 
audience to read a speech in 
praise of Labour's planned 
National Endowment for Sri- 
ence and the Arts, another 
lottery cause. His Oscar-win¬ 
ning film had earned $175 mil¬ 


lion (£107 million! so far for 
the American producers. Lab¬ 
our would make sure this kind 
of money would come to 
Britain, he argued. 

The finale came from “TV ’s 
Dr Miriam Stoppard", who, 
in the new soft-left idiom, sang 
the praises of Labour's plans 
for “healthy Jiving centres". 
These would "deliver health 
into the hands of die people” 
Advice an healthy living must 
become “as attractive as this 
week’s super buy" she added. 

The details of how diis 
paradise would be financed 
were left to the imagination. 
Determined to offer more 


pictures to ram home the 
■‘gamble for health" theme. 
Mr Blair was bussed to a 
modem one-stop health centre 
in Brentwood, west London. 
No one had apparently 
warned Kay Clark. 1'7. who 
had her mouth open, in mid- 
examination when the Labour 
leader glided up to her denial 
chair. He seemed to have 
forgotten the well-body main¬ 
tenance message and all Dr 
Stoppard's stuff about “taking 
health out of the context of 
illness". 

“The dentist is my friend, 
but a friend 1 don’t want to see 
very often,” he quipped. 


Labour yesterday promised 
El hit linn to be spent from 
money raised by the Wed¬ 
nesday-night lottery on at 
least four areas: health, 
education, training- and a 
new endowment trust for 
the arts and science. Tony 
Blair made dear that none 
of the projects would be 
ojven money for more than 
five years, and that most of 
the money would go in 
capital start-up costs rather 
than revenue. He said that 


several other areas could be 
covered within the money 
raised and that the four 
projects were only illustra¬ 
tive. Party aides said that 
after lottery funding was 
withdrawn from projects, 
business or voluntary part¬ 
nerships would take over. 
Labour's plans may require 
the creation of a new body 
to allocate funds and a 
further change to the rules 
on how the lotteiy money is 
distributed. 


HOMEWORK CLUBS 


After-school homework 
dubs for 50 pier cent of 
secondary schools and a 
quarter of all primary 
schools within five years: 
Academic studies have 
found that after-school 
homework dubs, which 
would receive E150 million 
of lottery' money under 
Labour's 'plans, help pupils 
to achieve better results. A 
dozen schools are sharing a 
government grant of 


£60.000 in a pilot project on 
after-school dubs. Labour’s 
plan would concentrate on 
inner-city "action zones" 
where results are poor. 
Schools and voluntary org¬ 
anisations could bid for 
start-up support for dubs. 
Teachers* leaders welcomed 
the plan, but gave warning 
that they would bold Lab¬ 
our to its promise not to use 
lottery money as a substi¬ 
tute for state funding. 


IT TRAINING 


Training 500,0000 teachers 
in information technology: 
This technology is central to 
Labour's commitment to 
revitalise state schools. Lot¬ 
tery money wo aid be used 
to provide equipment and 
to update teachers’ skills. 
Proceeds from the midweek 
lottery will provide £100 
million to set up a “national 
grid for learning" through 
die Internet as well as a 
teacher-training pro¬ 


gramme in information 
technology. Inspectors' re¬ 
ports have shown that marry 
teachers lack the confidence 
to make full use of technol¬ 
ogy. Labour is promising 
training in information 
technology for existing 
teachers before (he end of 
the decade to "dear the 
skills backlog once and for 
all". All new recruits to the 
profession would have to 
qualify in the subject 


HEALTHY LIVING CENTRES 


Healthy Irving centres — a 
core network of health and 
fitness centres by 2001. Lab¬ 
our wants to build on joint 
initiatives between GPs and 
local health or leisure cen¬ 
tres. The new centres would 
offer fitness checks, fitness 
routines, and advice on diet 
and leading a healthy way 
of life. Labour says some of 
the services would be pro¬ 
vided free but suggests that 
charges could be intro¬ 


duced in some areas. The 
centres would be easily ac¬ 
cessible. in areas such as 
shopping centres and lei¬ 
sure centres. Some people 
would be referred to spe¬ 
cialists, but the aim would 
be to reduce pressure on the 
\HS and promote healthi¬ 
er living. Bids would be 
managed under the auspi¬ 
ces of Labour's proposed 
local commissioning 
groups of GPs. 


SCIENCE AND ARTS 


A National Endowment for 
Science and the Arts 
(Nesta): An endowment 
fund is envisaged to pro¬ 
mote artists and develop 
inventions. The charity 


would invite leading art¬ 
ists and scientists to contrib¬ 
ute part of the value of copy¬ 
rights and patents to help 
new talent. There would be 
a boost from the lotteiy. 
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«. ELECTION 97 15 


U P Gordon Brown? At least half the voters have better things to do, writes Peter Barnard 

Phone-in political debates are a men-only pursuit 


WOULD a latter-day 
Emmeline Pankhuret have 
gone to jail and started 
hunger strikes for the right to 
nng up Gordon Brown? Or is 
there a great divide between 
the genders over suffrage, 
whereby women just want to 
get on with the voting while 
men. the election anoraks, 
ove to believe they are part of 
the debate? 

Yesterday’s Election Call 
on BBCI and Radio 4 
brought about a sensational 
departure from the norm: 
four women rang op Mr 
Brown, the Shadow Chancel¬ 
lor. This is less than 25 per 
cent of the 17 people who 
called in. yet it is still a sharp 
swing to women compared 
with Election Call as a 
whole, which has taken about 
two calls from women out of 
an average of 16 callers to 
each programme. 

Nor is the imbalance 
confined to the electorate. By 
the time Election Call ends 
next Wednesday, there will 
have been 16 politicians in the 
studio hot seaL Of those only 
one, Margaret Beckett for 
Labour, is a woman. No 
Gillian Shephard, no Harriet 



Harriet Harman, Virginia Bottomley. Gillian Shephard and Clare Short have been absent from Election Call 


Harman, no Clare Short no 
Virginia Bonomley. 

Party panic explains some 
of these absences. Mrs 
Bottomley and Ms Short 
having been banished by the 
media manipulators for the 
duration. The}' would need to 
throw themselves under a 
horse to get a menfiotiL much 
less a role, on the mainstream 
election programmes. 

The result is that Election 


Call and others of its kind 
have consisted of men tele¬ 
phoning men. Yesterday 13 
men telephoned Mr Brown, 
in dark suit plain shirt and 
red tie and Mr Brown stayed 
"on message” throughout. It 
was pretty boring and it was 
very male. 

En route from the tele¬ 
vision set to the office 1 
conducted some research, 
consulting a random sample 


of women consisting of my 
wife. MORI it ain’t but a few 
minutes later a note appeared 
on my desk: “I am interested 
in what people do, not what 
people say. They all have so 
much to say and we all have 
so much to do.” 

The “we” means women. 
From the tone of their ques¬ 
tions. it can be presumed that 
most of die men who called 
Mr Brown have jobs and 


were therefore speaking from 
their places of work. Men 
tend to consider ringing up 
politicians from work — a 
responsible use of time, for 
are we not better workers for 
being "well-informed”? 

A dubious proposition, es¬ 
pecially when put to women 
who, while Election Call is 
on the air, are completing 
school runs, rushing to work 
or dashing home to organise 


the builders. Gordon Brown 
reciting the Labour manifes¬ 
to. which is what occurred 
for 55 minutes yesterday, has 
to take its (low) place on a 
woman's list of priorities. 

So are men more in tune 
with the issues in this election 
than women? 1 seriously 
doubt it Men. women and 
election programmes have a 
relationship which parallels 
that between men. women 
and cars. Men like to stick 
their heads under the bonnet 
on a regular basis whereas 
women only care about what 
a car does, not how it does it. 

Men like to poke about in 
the entrails of politics, ring¬ 
ing up the likes of Mr Brown 
so that they can feel pan of 
the political process. But the 
truth is that the modem 
political engine is as much a 
mystery to men as is the 
modem car engine. 

Women simply accept this. 
Men like to drag oily answers 
from politicians for the same 
reason that they like to com¬ 
mune with an oily camshaft: 
they are none the wiser, but 
they do it because it seems 
manly. What a grand 
delusion. 



Emmeline Pankhurst: would she been motivated 
by the desire to join a telephone debate? 


Women are 
‘missing from 
TV coverage’ 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


MALE politicians, journalists 
and pundits are dominating 
television coverage of the gen¬ 
eral election, and women's 
concerns are being ignored, 
according to a study published 
today. 

Despite the main parties' 
efforts to increase the number 
of female candidates and to 
appeal to female voters, the 
Fawcett Society found that 
women were “almost invisi¬ 
ble" in the coverage. 

The study of television news 
between April 4 and Af>ril 10 
found -that mate politicians 
(excluding the three main 
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party leaders) appeared 127 
times compared with eight ap¬ 
pearances by women, and that. 
20 per cent of election news 
items were covered by female 
journalists compared with 80 
per cent by men. Fifty men 
appeared because of their 
professional or business inter¬ 
ests but only four women. No 
female academic experts ap¬ 
peared compared with 17 ap¬ 
pearances by male academics. 

BBCI news. ITV news. 
BBC2*s Newsnight and Chan¬ 
nel 4 News were monitored. 

The report says that women 
journalists are often given less 
prominence or status than 


male colleagues, who. for in¬ 
stance. conduct the big inter¬ 
views with party leaders. 

It said that on BBCl’s Nine 
O'Clock News Anne Perkins 
appeared every night but that 
her reports tended to concen¬ 
trate on the lighter side of the 
campaign rather than serious 
analysis of the issues. 

The report said that while it 
was true that television news 
was often reacting to events 
and using the individuals pur 
forward by the parties, more 
considered features failed to 
-.take account of women. In a 
BBC report. looking at the 
influence of European Union 
on southwest England, “as so 
often with items of employ¬ 
ment, women did not appear.” 
the report says. 

. Helen Gamer, of the 
Fawcett Society, which was set 
.up ill 1866 to advance the 
cause of women, said: “The 
programmes do not reflecr 
women's true role in society.” 

The report says: “To date, 
the news coverage has been 
dominated by men. male poli- 
ticans, male reporters, male 
presenters, male experts, male 
academics and male profes¬ 
sionals. Women’s specific con¬ 
cerns are rarely highlighted 
and the framing of discussions 
on issue of general interest has 
only included the token input 
or presence of women." 


Results programme 
to be BBC’s longest 

By Alexandra F^ean, media correspondent 



THE BBC is to broadcast the 
• longest programme in its 75- 
■- year history on election night, 
with eight hours of results,. 

« comment and analysis. 

The BBCI programme, 
which will be two hours longer 
than the Corporation’s previ¬ 
ous election night specials, 
will use 80 outside broadcast 
units and cost £25 mi Hi on- 
David Dimbleby. Peter 
Snow and Jeremy Paxman 
will be among the presenters, 
and Kate Adie and John 
Simpson, both more used to 
covering, wars, wfll report 
from key marginals. The pro¬ 


gramme will open at 955pm 
with the results of an exit poll 
of 16.000 voters. 

peter Snow's perennial 
“swingometer” has been 
transformed into a computer- 
generated wheel. He has also 
helped to devise a battlegound 
map that may show majorities 
in individual constituencies 
exploding into thin air. 

Although 1TN is putting up 
fierce competition with a pro¬ 
gramme presented by Jona¬ 
than Dimbleby, the BBC can 
expect the bigger the audience 
because viewers traditionally 
mm to it for big events. 
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Blast rocked football-playing gunmen after electronic signal sent message of freedom for hostages 


Sound of martial 
music heralded 
doom for rebels 


By Gabriella Gam in i, south America correspondent, and Michael Evans 


AN ELECTRONIC signal re¬ 
ceived by a member of the 
Peruvian security forces held 
hostage inside the Japanese 
Ambassador's residence in 
Lima gave a vital warning that 
a military operation to lift the 
J2b-dny siege was about to be 
launched. 

The sound of the Peruvian 
Marines* official anrhem from 
loudspeakers ser up round the 
mansion provided confirma¬ 
tion to the rest of the hostages 
rhat the nnack was imminent. 

The 72 hostages, mosdy held 
on the first floor of the resi¬ 
dence in separate rooms, were 
told to lie on rhe floor. Forty- 
five of the hostages were high- 
ranking members of rhe 
Peruvian security Forces. 

Eight of the Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement 
guerrillas, including their 
leader. Nestor Cerpa 
Canolini. were relaxing on the 
ground floor, playing fuotball 
in the grand reception haJI 
which had been converted imo 
a makeshift pitch. The re¬ 
maining six guerrillas were on 
guard duty on the stairs 
leading up to the first floor. 

Cerpa and his three top 
lieutenants were fighting the 
inaction and boredom with a 
game of close-quarter fooibaU 
with four uther Tupac Amaru 
guerrillas. They were relaxed 
as the afternoon sun beat 
down on the mansion. The -10- 


THE RESCUE 


minute storming of the resi¬ 
dence by 140 Peruvian special 
forces' commandos and police 
began with a huge explosion 
underneath the half where the 
guerrillas were playing foot¬ 
ball. Engineers had dug a 
tunnel right across the com¬ 
pound and under the main 
building. The explosion be¬ 
neath the feet of the footballing 


6 We heard the 
Marines’ 
anthem played 
on loudspeakers 
and knew it 
was time!? 


guerrillas provided the single 
mast dramatic element of 
surprise vital for the opera- 
don's success. 

The pre-planned warning 
signal to the hostages was 
another element of the months 
of planning that guaranteed 
the final victory. 

One report said coded mes¬ 
sages had also been sent to the 
hostages via letters from rela¬ 
tives delivered to them daily 


by the International Commit¬ 
tee of the Red Cross, warning 
of a possible commando raid. 

The Peruvian special forces 
took over a remote area on the 
outskirts of lima and built a 
mock-up of the mansion, a 
method used successfully by 
the SAS in breaking sieges. 
The Peruvians called their 
mission Operation Chavin de 
Huantar. the name of a pre- 
inca civilisation in central 
Peru known for its adoration 
of the puma. 

The Peruvian security au¬ 
thorities had time to devise a 
strategy aimed at attacking 
the residence from every an¬ 
gle, including from beneath 
rhe building. This was the 
most daring part of the plan. 

Several tunnels were dug 
across the compound to the 
residence. To cover the noise 
of the drilling machines, the. 
Peruvians played deafening 
military music. 

As the weeks went by. 
special detectors. listening de¬ 
vices and thermal imaging 
equipment provided by the 
Americans, including the 
most advanced .surveillance 
systems used by the CIA, 
helped to pinpoint the location 
of the 14 guerrillas and the 72 
hostages, who, after the re¬ 
lease of most of the 500 
original captives, were split 
into three separate groups. All 
the conversations inside the 



residence were monitored by 
the American equipment. 

The warning to the hostages 
of the raid was confirmed last 
night by Jorge Gumucio, the 
Bolivian Ambassador and one 
of the 72 being held. He said: 
“We were told to listen out for 
a military anthem, wait ten 
minutes and then lie on the 
floor. We heard the Marines' 
anthem played on loudspeak¬ 
ers and knew it was time." 

A triumphant Alberto 


Fujimori, the Peruvian Presi¬ 
dent, who had never ruled out 
the use of force to end the 126- 
dav siege, said die information 
he had received of what was 
going an inside the residence 
— the crucial intelligence of 
die football match on rhe 
ground floor — meant he “did 
not waver for a single minute 
in giving the order for this 
rescue operation”. 


Britain’s hidden persuaders 
kept the guerrillas talking 


By Michael Evans 
DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 


NEGOTIATORS 


Leading article page 25 
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A Peruvian special forces soldier pears out of a hole in the grounds of the Japanese Ambassador’s residence before the assault to free the hostages 


FOUR Metropolitan Police 
officers played their pan in 
devising special negotiating 
tactics rhat helped to dissuade 
the Tupac .Amaru Revolution¬ 
ary Movement guerrillas in¬ 
side the Japanese .Amb¬ 
assador’s residence in Lima 
from killing hostages. 

The murder of captives 
early in the siege would have 
forced the Peruvian Govern¬ 
ment to launch a military 
operation without proper 
planning, with the likelihood 
of substantial casualties. The 
negotiations were a vital ele¬ 
ment of rhe counter-siege 
strategy. 

Official negotiations with 
the guerrillas began four 
weeks after the Japanese en¬ 
voy’s residence was seized on 
the night of December 17-1S. 
The hostage-takers agreed on 
January 16 to send a represen¬ 


tative to attend meetings of a 
special commission of five 
negotiators. The five included 
Domingo Palermo, the Peru¬ 
vian Education Minister, who 
headed the commission. 

The four Metropolitan 
Police hostage negotiators, on 
rotating duty to ensure two 
were always present in Lima, 
were available to give advice 
to John IUmart. the British 
Ambassador, and to the Japa¬ 
nese Government None of 
the British officers took part 
in the actual negotiating. 

The commission of five 
negotiators met a member of 
the hostage-takers in a house 
a block from the ambassa¬ 
dor’s residence. The guerrilla 
was driven out of the com¬ 
pound in an armoured vehicle 
and taken to the house which 
was heavily guarded. After 
each set of negotiations, he 
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Free from charges 


Why pay to 
bank when 
First Direct 
is free? 


Banking with First Direct is free because we do not 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking 
transactions, even if you’re overdrawn. And all our 
customers automatically receive an overdraft up to £250 
- also free of any fees. So compared to other high street 
bank accounts you’re better off with First Direct from day 
one. We’re a member of the HSBC Group which is one of the 
largest banking and financial services organisations in the 
world, and in the course of a year you’B find we offer more 
cost effective current account banking. And the service we 
provide means you benefit in many other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day 


W6 provide the ultimate in convenience. You can bank 
with us at any time, 365 days (and nights} of the year, 
from wherever there's a telephone, in your home, office 
or car. And all UK calls are charged at local rates. 


Personal and professional service 


Every can is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have aJJ 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And when you require more specialised assistance, such as 
a loan, they can instantly refer you to someone who can help. 


Getting cash is easy 




Every Cheque Account customer receives the 
First Direct Card. This allows you 
to withdraw up to £500 a day 
from over 11,500 cash machines 
around the UK, including those 
of Midland. It also guarantees 
cheques for £100 and indudes the 
Switch payment facility. 



So is paying bills 


Annual current account charges 


Our service includes a free bill payment seiyice. Simply call, tell us 
who to pay, how much and when, and we do it This means you can 
arrange to pay your bills at the most convenient time without the 
need to keep having to remember to organise it 


If you're paying more are you with the right bank? 


A full banking service with more benefits 


sa 0800 24 24 24 




Call free or complete the coupon and post to: 

First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds LS98 2RF 

Mr/Mrs/Mfcss/Ms or Title 
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UK Address 


As wed as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and 
Insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take saving; our rates 
are always competitive, we offer transfers to and from your Cheque 
Account So your money is always working hard without the 
need for you to do the same. 


We work hard to maintain the service 


The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service 
are its customers - 8796* of ours have recommended us to their 
friends and colleagues In the last 12 months. 


Opening an account is easy too 
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We also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be. 
So we make it easy. Easy to open a First Direct account, then assy 
to arrange for your salary to be paid in and easy for ail your standing 
orders and direct debits to be transferred to your account And it's 
easy (and free) to find out more right now. Gail us on 0800 24 24 24 
or complete the coup^i. t 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 


ELECTION 97 READER FORUM 


MEET TONY BLAIR 



Tomorrow is your 
chance to ask 
Tony Blair about his 
party’s plans for 
government should 
Labour win the 
election. This is a 
unique opportunity for 
readers of The Times 
and The Sunday 
Times to have a say in 
the campaign with the 
man who aims to 
be prime minister 
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was driven hack to (he 
compound. 

The commission of negotia¬ 
tors had two principal objec¬ 
tives; to prevent the murder ot 
any of the hostages and to try 
to end the siege through 
peaceful means. From years 
of experience dealing with 
hostage-takers, the Metropoli¬ 
tan Police experts were on 
hand to advise on well-tried 
negotiating methods, based - 
on winning the confidence 
and trust of the gucrriiJas. 

By the time the siege was 
ended, the two Metropolitan 
Police officers who had first 
flown to Lima to give their 
advice were back in Peru for 
their next stint of duty. They 
knew that the negotiations 
with the guerrillas had played 
a substantial part because the 
hostage-takers had been de¬ 
ceived into thinking that the 
Peruvian Government would 
never authorise a storming of 
the residence. 
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Tony Biair will speak for about 20 minutes before answering questions from the 
audience. The event, to be'held in'centra! London tomorrow night will take plane 
between Spm and 9.30pm. Tickets, which must be booked in advance, are £10 each 
(£7.50 for students, pensioners and unemployed). 

Telephone First Cali on 0171-420 0000. Lines are open 24 hours. 



If you can’t attend the meeting, you can still hear, see and read about 
the event as It happens PLUS submit your questions to Tony Blair 
by linking up with UneOne on the Internet Point your browser at 
www.UneOne.net or call the helpline, free, on 0800 111 210 
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PERU SIEGE 17 


Am id coup rumours, calculating leader revives politic al fortunes with lethal blow to terrorists 

Japanese 


SILVIA gftUlERDO' REUTEft 


President salvages 
iron-man image in 
dramatic flourish 


From David Adams 

IN MIAMI 

WHAT began as a nightmare 
for President Fujimori of Peru 
ended in the kind of high 
drama that political leaders 
can only dream about. 

With a microphone in one 
hand and a walkie-talkie in 
the other a beaming Sefior 
Fujimori — shirt-sleeves rolled 
up under a black bulletproof 
vest — was on the scene less 
than an hour after Peruvian 
troops launched their assault 
on tiie Japanese Ambassador's 
residence in Lima. 

The man who likes to call 
himself the “President-manag¬ 
er” was seen directing troops 
as if he had planned the attack 
himself. But the success of 
Tuesday's storming of the 
diplomatic compound — all 
but one of the 72 hostages 
survived — was almost as 
much about rescuing Senor 
Fujirmori's political career as 
it was about bringing the 
hostages out alive. 

“Talk about public rela¬ 
tions." said Eduardo Gamar- 
ra. a political scientist. “This 
guy is going to be President as 
long as he wants to now," he 
said, referring to Senor 
Fujimori's controversial ef¬ 
forts to change the constitution 
to seek a third term. 

Tuesday's events were in 
stark contrast to the scene 
around the diplomatic com¬ 
pound during the previous 126 
days. Rocked by political scan¬ 
dal at home, on the eve of 
Tuesday’s assault Senor 
Fujimori's Government was 
in disarray. But the Presi¬ 
dent’s response was typical of 
what analysts describe as his 
cold decisiveness in moments 
of crisis. But even for Senor 
Fujimori — a mathematician 
by training — this was a 
derision loaded with monu¬ 
mental risks, both personal 
and political. Among the hos¬ 
tages was his brother. 

As the crisis entered its fifth 
month, critics blamed Senor 
Fujimori’s intransigencefor-a ■ 
deadlock in negotiations with 
the hostage-takers. 

An opinion poll showed the 
President's support had fallen 


FUJIMORI 


to 38 per cenr of the popula¬ 
tion. down from 70 per cent 
before the hostage-taking. The 
successful end to the hostage 
crisis "is a tremendous boost 
for him", said Senor Gamar- 
ra. “After this his popularity is 
going to be 100 per cent." 

Senor Fujimori. 59. is no 
stranger to crises. In 1992 he 
seized near-dictatorial powers 
by dismissing the legislature 
and the courts with the back¬ 
ing of the military. He justified 
the seizure as necessary to 
control corruption and combat 
the Sendero Luminoso (Shin¬ 
ing Path) rebels. 

Within months, his Govern¬ 
ment had imprisoned most 
guerrilla leaders and begun to 
take credit for a decline in 
violence. But human rights 
groups accused the authorities 
of a wave of repression. When 
Tupac Amaru rebels captured 
hundreds of hostages at a 



Fujimori keeps in touch 
at the Lima siege scene 


Japanese embassy cocktail 
party on December 17, it was a 
spectacular setback for the 
President who boasted that 
crushing the guerrillas had 
been "a piece of cake". 

The United States strongly 
urged Senor Fujimori not to 
comply with rebel demands to 
release hundreds of their 
jailed comrades. But the 
strong-willed President was 
also facing pressure from Ja¬ 
pan. a close ally which urged 
Senor Fujimori to seek a 
peaceful, negotiated settle¬ 
ment to the stalemate. 

Time began to run uuf for 
the President. In the past two 
weeks, the Peruvian Army had 
been shaken by political and 
human rights scandals to tlte 
point that there were wide¬ 
spread rumours of a military 
coup in the making. 

The resignations at the 
weekend of tiie Interior Minis¬ 
ter and the chief of police 
indicated sharp political dif¬ 
ferences over how to resolve 
the hostage crisis. The Presi¬ 
dent's shadowy chief security 
adviser became the target of 
embarrassing corruption alle¬ 
gations. The army was also 
involved in a scandal stem¬ 
ming from the murder of a 
female intelligence officer 
whose body was found dis¬ 
membered. apparently after 
being tortured to death by 
fellow officers. Admitting 
abuses had taken place, the 
army sacked several officers. 

Bur the events on Tuesday 
proved again that Senor 
Fujimori is never more dan¬ 
gerous than when in a corner. 
The successful end of the crisis 
has effectively silenced his 
critics for the time being. 

However, the hostage crisis 
has severely dented investor 
confidence in Peru as an 
emerging market Surviving 
leaders of the Tupac Amaru 
rebel movement have pledged 
to step up actions against 
economic targets in revenge 
for their comrades' deaths. 

But the rebels remain a 
small group and, while the 
violent end to the siege may 
inspire new recruits, others 
may be less willing to cross 
swords with Sefior Fujimori. 



firms were 
set to pay 
ransom 

From Robert Whymant 
IN TOKYO 

JAPANESE companies were 
preparing a multi-million dol¬ 
lar ransom in the hope of 
buying freedom for the hos¬ 
tages before the siege was 
ended. 

Some corporations believed 
they could secure the release 
of their executives by paying 
the Tupac Amaru Revolution¬ 
ary Movement. President 
Fujimori hinted in February 
that money may have been 
paid early in the crisis, but the 
Japanese Government says it 
has no knowledge of 
payments. 

Experts say that the ransom 
plan, whether implemented 
or not, reflects the Japanese 
habit of making deals with 
terrorists, and presents a stark 
contrast to the resolve shown 
by President Fujimori, who is 
of Japanese ancestry. 

Japan, which persistently 
sought a peaceful settlement 
of the crisis, was caught off 
guard by the rescue. Ryutaro 


TOKYO 




Hashimota the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, admitted yesterday. “Un¬ 
fortunately we were not told 
of the operation in advance." 
he said. Mr Hashimoto was 
asleep when Peruvian troops 
made their move. "1 regret 
this, but we thank the Peruvi¬ 
an authorities for seizing the 
opportunity." 

After the operation. Mr 
Hashimoto spoke to Mr 
Fujimori by telephone and 
was told the Lima Govern¬ 
ment could not have given a 
warning because of the "deli¬ 
cate timing". "I told him I 
understood his choice, but 1 
did inform him of my regret 
that we had no prior informa¬ 
tion." Mr Hashimoto told 
journalists. 

Voicing the feelings of 
many Japanese yesterday. 
Hideaki Rase, a former gov¬ 
ernment adviser, said the 
resolution of the crisis without 
consulting Tokyo was “hu¬ 
miliating for Japan ... This 
affair will only perpetuate 
Japan's image as a country 
lacking a will to resist 
terrorists." 
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campaign 
tainted by 
sleaze 









A HELICOPTER keeps smoke from 
about 100 heaters dose to the ground 
at a Graves vineyard near Bordeaux. 
A sudden freeze has hit grapes and 

threatened this year’s harvest in the 
region. Problems of a different 
nature are being experienced by 
South African wise fanners who 


Heat on to save chilled vines 


were warned yesterday that they 
would go on an export blacklist if they 
continued using the “tot" system, in, 
which labourers are given wine 
instead of cash. Hie warning came 


from Lonrens .looker. the chairman 
of the KWV (Co-operative Wine 
Farmers Association) at its annual 
meeting in PaarL in Western Cape 
province. The tot system bas been 




outlawed since 1963. but Mr Jonker 
said it was still in operation oo more 
than half the estates and wine farms 
ten years ago. He said that the system 
was now run by less than I per cent of 
wine producers but that KWV would 
support any future prosecutions over 
breaches of the law. 


French spy faces treason trial 


From Adam Sage 


A FRENCH scientist has been 
charged with treason after 
admitting he supplied top- 
secret documents on h is coun¬ 
try's nuclear test programme 
to the KGB. 

Francis Temperville. 38, 
was committed for trial this 
autumn at a hearing in Paris 
last month which was not 
reported. The .case has been 
described by an investigating 
magistrate as the most impor¬ 
tant spy scandal in Finance 
since the Second World War. 

The defendant’s lawyer says 
the affair underlines serious 
faults in security procedures at 
France’s Atomic Energy Com¬ 
mission, where M Temper¬ 
ville worked in 1989 and 1990. 
He is accused of delivering 
6,000 highly confidential doc¬ 
uments on nudear tests in the 
South Pacific to two senior 
figures at the Soviet Embassy 
in Paris. He continued to meet 
tile agents after the Soviet 
Union’s fall in 1991. 


Cigarette packets and rose petals were 
signals for betrayal by nuclear scientist 


M Temperville has been in 
custody for five years. He was 
arrested after Viktor Ochenko. 
the former KGB agent, defect¬ 
ed in London in 1992 and 
informed the British secret 
service of Soviet espionage 
operations in Europe. 

“Temperville was not an 
ideologist and not a militant," 
said his lawyer. Maitre Jean- 
Didier Belot, who claims his 
client was ensnared by the 
Soviet agents. 

M Temperville accepts that 
he supplied documents in 
return for cash, but maintains 
he did not know the spies 
worked for the Soviet Union. 
He says.that when he tried to 
break off contact with them 
they threatened to kill him. He 
also says the information he 
supplied was Jess important 


than the prosecution claims. 
M Temperville's confession to 
the investigating magistrate, 
Roger Le Loins, reads like a 
far-fetched novel. Contacted 
by a high-ranking Soviet Em¬ 
bassy official Sergei Smyrev 
— alias Serge — when he was 
studying nuclear phsyics at 
university. M Temperville 
was “activated" when he got a 
job at the Atomic Energy 
Commission. 

Employed in the commis¬ 
sion’s Directorate of Military 
Affairs, he was able to copy the 
documents on the secretary’s 
photocopier, take them away 
in a plastic bag and place 
them next to an electricity 
pylon in Paris. 

He signalled the “delivery" 
by dropping orange peel 100 
yards away. If 3 “ packer of 


DunhTU cigarettes appeared at 
the same spot half an hour 
later, the documents had been 
collected. If Serge or his col¬ 
league at the embassy. 
Valentin Makarov — alias 
Rene — wanted to contact M 
Temperville- they left rose 
petals by a Seine bridge. 

After ’ M Temperville's 
arrest four Russian diplomats 
were expelled from France 
because of their attempts to 
continue to exploii M 
Temperville, who left the 
Atomic Energy Commission 
in 1990. Ar the time ihe case 
was described as an embar¬ 
rassment to Russia, which 
was attempting to build rela¬ 
tions with the West. 

However, the five-year in¬ 
vestigation by M Le litre has 
revealed flaws in French 


counter-espionage operations 
that make it just as embar¬ 
rassing for the French authori¬ 
ties. according to Maitre Belot. 

“The Atomic Energy Com¬ 
mission was a sieve," he said, 
questioning procedures that 
allowed M Temperville to be 
employed in a sensitive area 
and walk away with confiden¬ 
tial material without ever 
being checked. 

According to the prosecu¬ 
tion. the defendant supplied 
the KGB with information on 
nudear tests at Mururoa atoll 
between 1979 and 1990. 

M Temperville will be one 
of only a handful of people to 
be tried for treason in France 
this century. He faces up to 15 
years in jail and a heavy fine. 
□ Paris protest Police de¬ 
tained nine demonstrators 
who placed what they said 
was radioactive earth outside 
the National Assembly in 
Paris. They chained them¬ 
selves to the four containers 
and unrolled a banner read¬ 
ing: “Let’s get out of 
nudear." (Reuter) 


By Adam Sage 

SLEAZE dominated ihe 
French parliamentary election 
campaign yesterday amid re¬ 
ports that the Government 
wants to give amnesty to 
corrupt politicians and claims 
of ballot-rigging in Paris. 

The allegations are likely to 
foel the electorate's scepticism 
underlined by an opinion pdi 
published yesterday. Voters 
condemned President Chirac's 
derision to call an early elec¬ 
tion but said they would 
return the GaullisNed Gov¬ 
ernment because they had 
even less faith in the Socialists. 

An overwhelming majority 
said M Chirac’s move was a 
political manoeuvre and a 
sign that his policies had 
failed. They did not believe 
living standards would im¬ 
prove if Alain Juppg, the 
Prime Minister, were re¬ 
elected. 

However, the Socialist Par¬ 
ty. which lost office in 1993 
after repeated scandals and an 
amnesty for political corrup¬ 
tion bad outraged the elector¬ 
ate. is still not seen as fit to 
govern. The poll found the 
Government would win a 
majority of about 50 seats in 
the National Assembly. 

The sleaze allegations lev¬ 
elled against the Socialists 
damaged the image of the 
entire French political dass. 
That reputation sunk a little 
lower yesterday with sugges¬ 
tions that M Juppe is also 
planning an amnesty. Under 
French law, business leaders 
can be charged with misusing 
corporate funds if they make 
illegal donations to political 
parties. The politicians who 
receive the money can also be 
prosecuted. Press reports yes¬ 
terday said the Prime Minister 
wants to abolish this offence, 
backdating the legislation. 

The reports said senior fig¬ 
ures in the centre-right major¬ 
ity. including some who 
worked for M Chirac when he 
was Mayor of Paris, are under 
investigation and would bene¬ 
fit from the amnesty. M Juppe 
strongly denied the reports. * 

Le Canard Enchaine, the 
satirical weekly, said yester¬ 
day that Jean Tiber?, M 
Chirac's Gaullist successor as 
Mayor of Paris, had “rigged" 
the electoral roll in hk constit¬ 
uency to include up to 4.000 
supporters, who lived else 1 
where. M Tiberi denied any 
wrongdoing, saying: “Many 
voters wish to continue to vote 
in a district to which they are 
attached". 


Brussels sees only 
Italy and Greece 
missing euro goal 

From Michael Dynes in Brussels 
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A BETTER APPROACH TO BUSINESS 


THIRTEEN European Union 
countries, including Britain, 
are on course to meet the key 
economic target for participa¬ 
tion in the European single 
currency when it is due to be 
launched in 1999, leaving only 
Italy and Greece out in the 
cold, the European Commis¬ 
sion announced yesterday. 

Painting a rosy picture of 
the prospects for the single 
currency, the Commission 
said that all 13 countries 
should have reduced their 
annual public deficits to less 
titan 3 per cent of gross 
domestic product, thereby 
meeting the main economic 
criteria set by the Maastricht 
treaty. 

The Commission’s annual 
spring forecasts predicted that 
Germany and France, the 
economic powerhouses of eco¬ 
nomic and monetary union, 
will just meet the criteria this 
year, with public deficits of 
exactly 3 per cent of GDP. 
Similarly. Spain and Portugal 
would squeeze past the 3 per 
cent mark, while Britain's 
public deficit is forecast at 2.9 
percent 

The. forecasts brought 
alarming news for Italy, one of 
the countries most eager to be 
in the first wave of single 
currency members. Brussels 
predicted that it would have a 
3-2 per cent public deficit for 
this year, which w3i fuel 
existing fears of a conspiracy 
among German bankers to 
delay the participation of 
Rome in the single-currency 
experiment 

Although the Commission 
said that there was a fair 
chance Italy would be able to 
meet the 3 per cent target by 
next year, when the decision 
will be made on who joins the 
first wave, the forecasts none¬ 
theless implied that this was 
unlikely. 

Publication of the Commis¬ 
sion^ forecasts, which inde¬ 
pendent financial analysts 
insist are drafted under polit¬ 
ical pressure, were delayed for 
more than an hour because of 
a protracted debate among die 
commissioners. It is under¬ 
stood that Emma Bonino, the 
Italian Commissioner, was fu¬ 
ff. 


rious over the Commission’s 
pessimistic view bn Italy. 

Dismissing suggestions that 
the Commission had mas¬ 
saged the figures to put the 
best possible gloss on the 
prospects for the single cur¬ 
rency, Yves-Thibault de 
Silguy, the Economic and 
Financial Affairs Commis¬ 
sioner, said he believed “that a 
majority of member states will 
meet the requirements for 
participation in the euro". 

Asked how it was possible 
for Germany and France to 
meet the 3 per cent target 
when other international fore¬ 
casters, including the interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund, had 
predicted they would have 
public deficits in excess of 3 
per cent, M de Silguy insisted: 
“There is absolutely no ques¬ 
tion of any sort of trading or 
tinkering with the figures." 

Defending the integrity of 
the Commission's forecasts 
against a barrage of hostile 
questioning. M de Silguy said 
“any government can ay, 
moan, roil on the ground or 
whatever. It seems to me that 
the first duty of the Commis¬ 
sion is to safeguard the credi¬ 
bility of the Commission and 
its departments" from political 
pressure. 

M de Silguy also said that 
any postponement of the sin¬ 
gle currency would be legally 
and practically impossible, 
because any delay to the 1999 
timetable would precipitate 
legal action from large banks 
and businesses which have 
invested billions in prepara¬ 
tion for monetary union. 
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N* Crimean 

% prostitutes 

’" to retreat 

from Nato 

; From Robin Lodge 

.S' IN MOSCOW 

k- - IT MAY only be a crumb 

of comfort for President 
Yeltsin in his flagging 
campaign against the 
:l. r < expansion of Nato. but 

' -r • at least he can count on 

' the patriotism of mem- 

• 'r bers of the oldest 

. profession. 

Prostitutes in the Rus- 
. ; ; sian-majority Crimea re¬ 

gion of Ukraine have 
declared that they will 
withhold their services 
from Nato sailors taking 
: • part in the Sea Breeze 

exercises off the coast of 
Crimea this summer. 

The prostitutes, who 
were taking part in a 
rally in the port of 
Sevastopol to mark Rus- 
-- - sia Day. the commemo¬ 

ration of Catherine the 
Great's incorporation of 
Crimea into Russia in 
the ISth century, an¬ 
nounced their intentions 
to Krymskoye Vremya, a 
local newspaper. 

“Let them obtain ser- 
vices from the wives of 
the officers who let Nato 
ships into the Black Sea," 
the newspaper quoted 
one as saying. “We for 
our part will shower the 
uninvited guests with 
tomatoes and rotten 
eggs-" 

Russia has rejected an 
invitation to join Nato 
and Ukraine in the exer¬ 
cises. which Moscow 
views as a provocation in 
* the light of the still 
unresolved dispute over 
the division of the Soviet 
Black Sea Fleet. The 
issue has been a stum¬ 
bling block in Russian- 
Ukrainian ties since the 
break-up of the Soviet 
Union in 1991. 




Yeltsin seals deal 
with Beijing to 
thwart America 


mrsuYASu pda? reuteb 




From Richard Beeston in Moscow 




RUSSIA and China served 
notice on the West yesterday 
that they will co-ordinate for¬ 
eign policy in an attempt to 
challenge America's domina¬ 
tion of global politics. 

In a move triggered by Mos¬ 
cow's anger over Nato ex¬ 
pansion and Beijing's strained 
relations with Washington on 
human rights, the former 
rivals signed a joint declara¬ 
tion, formally putting aside 
differences and committing 
themselves to a partnership 
into the next century. 

“This meeting is of para¬ 
mount importance, and may 
be of historic importance in 
shaping the destiny of the 21st 
century.” said President 
Yeltsin, before signing the 
document wirh his Chinese 
counterpart. Jiang Zemin. 

Although the Russian lead¬ 
er is prone to grandiose state¬ 
ments. the declaration could 
signal a turning point in post- 
Cold War relations. The two 
nations are now com mined to 


challenging the West on every¬ 
thing from United Nations 
peacekeeping operations to 
world trade. 

In particular, the document 
rejected “the attempt at en¬ 
larging and strengthening 
military blocs", it called for a 
“multipolar” instead of a “bi¬ 
polar” system to resolve world 
problems, denouncing what it 
described as “Cold War men¬ 
tality” and "hegemony". 

While no third country or 
military alliance was named 
in the document, its wording 
left little doubt that the thrust 
of the new partnership was to 
contain America's dominant 
role in global affairs and 
Nato's eastward expansion. 
The rwo could have a signifi¬ 
cant impact on the handling of 
international crises, such as 
peacekeeping operations and 
sanctions, if they co-ordinate 
their efforts at the UN. where 
each holds a permanent Sec¬ 
urity Council seat. 

The move has been widely 



President Yeltsin greets Jiang Zemin in the Kremlin 


Debts force Pakistan 
to sell off 13 firms 

By Christopher Thomas, south asia correspondent 



PAKISTAN, struggling to re¬ 
pay a crippling foreign debt 
plans to privatise 13 state- 
owned companies, including 
big electrical arid gas hold¬ 
ings. Several banks and small 
factories will also be sold, 
marking a radical change of 
direction forced more by ne¬ 
cessity titan ideology. 

The Government reportedly 
plans to cut bureaucracy by 
200,000 jobs. That would put 
it in the forefront of South 
rfe Asian nations attempting to 
~ streamline their economies 
and abandon a traditional 
commitment to socialism and 
state enterprise. More than 30 
pier cent of government spend¬ 
ing in Pakistan goes on de¬ 
fence and another 40 per cent 


on loan repayments, leaving 
little for education, hospitals 
and roadi. It is believed 99 per 
cent of Pakistanis dodge taxes. 

Among companies Pakistan 
plans to sell are Karachi 
Electric Supply Corporation 
and Sui Northern Gas Pipe¬ 
line. The Government hopes 
to raise more than 14 billion 
rupees (£208 million) in the 
next year. Officials said the 
sales must go ahead to pro¬ 
vide a cash infusion to avoid 
defaulting on repayments of 
its £19 billion external debt 
due this year. 

Fatimah Shah, a Hong 
Kong Shanghai Bank econo¬ 
mist in Islamabad, said cor¬ 
ruption and mismanagement 
could scare off investors. 


Renewing your 
home insurance in 
April or May? 


If you are 50 
or over, you 
could save 
with Saga - 
call us NOW 

You will know how expensive 
borne insurance can be. 
Thankfully, if you are aged 50 
or over you can benefit from 
Saga Home Insurance - a 
superior household insurance 
that is only available to mature, 
responsible people like you. 

Saga Insures More Homes 

What is more. Saga Home 
Insurance is riow able to cover 
an even wider range of properties. 
So even if we have been unable 
to offer you cover in the past, 
why not call today FREE. 

Hie Saga Price Promise 



• Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

• Discounts for home 
security 

• Free pen with your 
quotation 


What is more. Saga Home todav 

[ nstf rap CC is riow able .0 cover 

we have been unable obligation quote simply 
lo offer you cover in the past, call os on the number 
why not call today FREE. below. Wc will be 

IT* Saga Price Promise pleased to answer any 

_questions you have on 

months of inking out Saga 
Home Insurance, we will 

refund you the difference- \ A C 2 5 


SAGA 

Services Ltd 

S.P Sente LM, 

Uteb-ncSq»«. ft***— ^ 


414525 

quoting reference 

TM4718 

Mooter HI 

. ■jp^SBinrthr'!•*• - IP** 1 


,. Ilkl! I0 ^nd you information about utiwr Saf-i 

*£f 00 jm**»+* ** 
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welcomed from a broad polit¬ 
ical cross-suefion in Russia, 
including Communists and 
reformists, who haw grown 
increasingly frustrated by 
Nato's decision to enlarge its 
membership and override 
Moscow's concerns. While 
China \ needs are less press¬ 
ing. Beijing has apparently 
calculated that, in the lung 
term, sound relations with 
Moscow can work only to its 
advantage in dealing with a 
hostile West. 

“The West has only itself to 
blame for rhe renaissance of 
Sino-Russian relations.” said 
Aleksandr Yakovlev, n China 
expen at ihe Institute nf Far 
Eastern Studies in Moscow. 
“This could have been avoided 
if the West had been prepared 
to discuss global problems in a 
more even-handed way." 

Yesterday* Kremlin cere¬ 
mony symbolised the shift in 
Muscow’s strategic thinking. 
Before and after the collapse of 
Communism. Russia looked 
to the West for political, eco¬ 
nomic and cultural models to 
shape its society. However, the 
experiment in "democracy and 
rhe free market has been only 
partially successful and a 
growing number nf strategists 
have urged the leadership to 
turn to China and Asia for 
inspiration. 

Much of this policy shift 
was masterminded by Yev¬ 
geni Primakov, the former in¬ 
telligence chief who became 
Foreign Minister more than a 
year ago. He has strength¬ 
ened Russia's relations with 
India, Iran. China and the 
Arab states in □ clear break 
with the Western-oriented pol¬ 
icies of Andrei Kozyrev, his 
predecessor. 






£ v 




sitJiS 


.... 


. 4es 


?- ' 7 a - ■ 






■> 

v r 


Japanese flags mingled with 
the Union Jack as kindergar¬ 
ten pupils welcomed David 
Wright, the British Ambas¬ 
sador to Japan, and his wife. 
Sally, to the opening of the 


Shakespeare goes east 


Shakespeare Country Park 
in Maruyama-machi. central 
Japan. Behind the children 


is a model of the home of 
Mary Arden. William 
Shakespeare's mother. The 


theme park features many 
highlights of European hist¬ 
ory and culture. Yesterday 
was the anniversary of both 
(he writer's birth, in 1564. 
and death in 1616. 


China ‘used US tools to build fighters’ 


From Rronwen Maddox 

IN WASHINGTON 

CHINA illegally sent advanced imported 
technology to a military base to help to 
build missiles and Fighter aircraft, accord¬ 
ing to a crime investigation by the US 
Government. 

The year-long inquiry studied docu¬ 
ments and satellite photographs suggest¬ 
ing that China intended to use the 
equipment for military purposes despite 
promises to the United Stales that it was 
for civilian use, said intelligence officials 
quoted in The New York Times. 


The criminal inquiry by the US 
Attorney’s Office and the Customs Service 
threatens to add to the tension between 
Washington and Beijing. Democrats and 
Republicans in Congress are stepping up 
pressure an the White House to harden its 
stance towards China, even at the expense 
of exports. To the Chinese Government’s 
irritation. President Clinton yesterday 
“dropped by" at a meeting between the 
Dalai Lama and Vice-President AJ Gore, 
the fourth time he had met Tibet's 
spiritual leader. 

The deal investigated by the federal 
inquiry is the 1994 purchase by Catic. a 


state-owned Chinese corporation, of 
equipment to fashion large parts for 
aircraft from McDonnell Douglas. Offici¬ 
als close to the inquiry say that some 
equipment sent from America was taken 
not to Beijing, as Catic had promised, but 
to a military base of Nanchang Aircraft. 
800 miles away to the north. 

McDonnell Douglas discovered the 
diversion in 1995 and reported it to the 
Commerce Department. Records from 
Caric's southern California subsidiary 
have been subpoenaed, according to 
administration officials, but the inquiry is 
still at an early stage. 


Neo-Nazi 
guilty of 
murder bid 

Johannesburg: The neo-Nazi 
leader. Eugene Terre’Blanche. 
stormed out of a court at 
Potchefstroom. west of here, 
yesterday after being convict- | 
ed of attempted murder and : 
assaulting a black man wiTh 
intent to do grievous bodily 
harm, denouncing the judg¬ 
ment as “political" and saying: 
“Today the war has started" 
(Inigo Gilmore writes). But 
when threatened with arrest. 
Terre'BJanche returned to the 
courtroom. He was remanded 
on bail until June 17. when he 
faces a possible maximum 
sentence of ten years’jail. 

Zaire slaughter 

Lula. Zaire: Zairean villagers 
said rebels slaughtered hun¬ 
dreds of Rwandan refugees at 
a camp south of Kisangani in 
revenge for the killing of six 
villagers. Laurent Kabila, the 
rebel leader, denied the re¬ 
ports. He said his men inter¬ 
vened to stop fighting berween 
villagers and Hum refugees. 
The Kasese camps have been 
sealed off from aid workers 
and journalists. (Reuter) 

Inquiry grows 

Washington: The Whitewater 
investigation into the business 
affairs of President Clinton, 
his wife Hillary and former 
business colleagues has been 
extended by six months 
(Bronwen Maddox writes). 
Kenneth Starr, the special 
prosecutor appointed to inves¬ 
tigate the tangle of financial 
dealings in Arkansas, said he 
had ’'extensive' - evidence of 
obstruction of justice. 

Israeli campaign 

Jerusalem: Prominent Israeli 
lawyers and writers are lead¬ 
ing a campaign to demand a 
full public inquiry intocorrup- 
tion allegations against BJnya- 
min Netanyahu, the Prime 
Minister, and other senior 
government figures iRoss 

Dunn writes). Michael Den- 
Yair, a former Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral, said a senior judge 
should head a commission to 
uncover rhe whole midi about 
the claims or “the public will 
lose faith in the Government". 

Jumbo blunder 

Johannesburg: Kruger Nat¬ 
ional Park has scrapped a 
birth control project for female 
elephants, after it caused them 
to have heightened sex appeal, 
a newspaper report said here. 
Elephant cows implanted with 
oestrogen hormones to pre¬ 
vent conception were left per¬ 
manently on heat. (AFP) 
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Plus to cater for every appetite, all cabinets in 50 Kitchen and Bedroom ranges are reduced in price, most by 50%. 



You only have until 5th May for a chance to win your beautiful Magnet kitchen. Simply pay your deposit 
on a kitchen to be delivered before 5th August or complete a quotation and you have a chance to win your 
dream kitchen absolutely FREE. This offer must end on May 5th. Hurry! Ask in-store for details. 


Whirlpool 


Free Dishwasher 


ADG993 

when you spend £3,250 or more on a kitchen purchase 
(excluding installation) WORTH £599.99 (RRP) 


up to 40% OFF 


Relrigeratian 

ASK IN-STOfiE FOB 0EWL9 OP THEBE AND MANY MORE OFFERS 


Magnet 


HALF PRICE 

SALE 


Food for thought 


There’s so much to choose from on the Magnet menu. For your nearest showroom call 0800 555 825 


Setvtag up beautiful kitchens between the hows ofc Monday-Saturday 8.00-5.00. Selected branches open until 8.00 on Thursday and 10.00-4.00 on Sunday. Check each branch Its- details. 

Discounts are off prices charged between 2na-2ist March 1997. *Exducfng appliances, 
u paramo* tartan* cewaimdm jw «*«>*«* ate* SKto it** ie. tad womED* «l Emend nfctfcwnw tea? * 
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Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford on why 
drugs should be tried 
before a hysterectomy; 
the danger of bathing 
in rivers; anger and the 
risk of a heart attack; 
an advance in treating 
an eye problem 


y.'ATYTS 


When a 
woman has 
the right to 
say no 


M any women who suffer 
from heavy periods 
(menorrhagia) may have 
been unnecessarily 
alarmed this week by press reports 
about the management of their condi¬ 
tion. A committee of gynaecologists 
which investigated the approach of 
general practitioners to menorrhagia 
was pleased to find that more than 50 
per cent of doctors thought that surgery 
should always be considered a last 
resort The younger the doctors, the 
more likely they were to recommend 
drug therapy first. 

The committee was. however, sur¬ 
prised to discover that nearly one 
doctor in ten thought that a hysterecto¬ 
my was the best routine treatment for 
women who had heavy periods — 
provided that they had completed their 
families. Early hysterectomy may have 
long-term ill effects on the cardiovascu¬ 
lar system and can be a cause of of 
osteoporosis. 

A precise definition of menorrhagia 
is difficult, since what may be heavy 
blood loss to one woman is quite 
bearable to another. The average 
woman loses about 60ml (12 teaspoon¬ 
fuls) of blood each month and most 
patients will consult their doctor only if 
what is the normal amount for them 
has increased by more than 50 per cent. 
If the bleeding is too heavy, or too 
prolonged, the woman will in time 
become anaemic, and even the most 
detached doctor will realise that some¬ 
thing is amiss. Any woman who 
complains of heavy menstrual bleed¬ 


ing should have a blood count and 
haemoglobin estimation so that the 
extent of her problem may be evaluat¬ 
ed. Heavy bleeding tends to occur at 
both ends of a woman's reproductive 
life. 

Although hormonal imbalance is 
blamed for most cases of heavy 
periods, they can also be the result of 
specific gynaecological troubles such 
as endometriosis, uterine fibroids, 
polyps or pelvic infection, it is striking 
how many women who complain of 
heavy periods in a geni to-urinary clinic 
have pelvic inflammatory disease, and 
how die symptoms disappear once the 
infection has been deared. Fibroids 
can. but do not always, cause heavy 
bleeding. A standard textbook. Gynae¬ 
cology. edited by Professor Robert 
Shaw, Mr Patrick Soutter and Profes¬ 
sor Stuart Stanton, suggests that more 
than half die women who have 
bleeding at least four rimes their 
average loss will have a fibroid. 

A DNC is often suggested in cases of 
unexplained heavy bleeding but the 
purpose is diagnostic, not curative. It is 
reassuring for women under the age of 
-tO to know that not more than one in 
ten thousand of them will have a 
cancer of the uterine lining, although 
by the time of the menopause, the 
figure may be as high as one in a 
hundred. 

One of the most common causes of 
heavy periods is the intro-uterine 
contraceptive device, die coil. 

Excessive bleeding may also be a 
sign of unrelated medical problems. It 



Lazy days: but think twice before diving into sluggish rivers to cool off as conditions are ripe for the spread of Weil's disease 


Why a cool 
dip can leave 
a nasty legacy 

THE days when wives 
could be" relied on to do as 
they were told is long 
over. There is, however, one 
doctor's wife who must 
now wish that she had 
listened to her husband 
and not dived into the 
Thames for a swim after a 
jolly lunch. 

Even before the effects 
of the present low rainfall 
were apparent, the 
Thames had been becoming 

. more shallow and 
sluggish, ideal conditions for 
contamination with 
animal urine — including 
that of raw — and hence 
the organisms that cause 
Weil's disease. 

The initial symptoms of 
the disease are headache, red 
eyes, muscular aches and 
pains and a high, intermittent 
fever. About four or five 
days after the onset of these 
symptoms, many patients 
develop jaundice and kidney 
failure, together with 
spontaneous bleeding into 
the skin and other organs. 
Younger people have a 5 per 
cent mortality rate, but 
this is higher in the over¬ 
sixties. Most patients 
make a full recovery. 

Weil's can upset the 
immune system. Even after ■ 
the organisms have been 
deared from the body, it is 
possible for patients to 
develop a transient aseptic 
meningitis, a peripheral 
neuropathy, inflamed joints 
and uveitis (inflammation 
of the inner eye). 

The doctor’s wife 
developed the rarest of 
complications and 
immunological response, 
causing changes in her 
thyroid function which has 
proved hard to control 


is always worthwhile for a doctor to 
check thyroid function and many 
patients with Cushing’s disease, an 
abnormality of the supra-renal gland, 
are diagnosed in the gynaecological 
clinic, as are those who have defects in 
their blood dotting systems. 


I 


n most cases, heavy periods have 
no easily recognisable cause but 
are the result of abnormalities in 
hormonal balance. Bleeding in 
the cases where there is an unbalance 
is described as disfunctional uterine 
bleeding. The committee studied the 
drugs prescribed by doctors and was 
concerned that 69 per cent of them 
relied heavily on the use of a progester¬ 
one preparation, which in many cases 
has no effect and helps comparatively 
few women. 


Conversely, the combined contracep¬ 
tive pill is effective in reducing bleeding 
in *10 to 50 per cent of cases but has 
well-known side effects which become 
important onoe the patient is over 35. 
Danol, danazol, reduces bleeding in 
nearly 70 per cent of women, but the 
majority have side-effects, which in 
some cases make it unacceptable. Non¬ 
steroidal. anti-inflammatory drugs are 
also regularly used; the favourite is 
Pbnstari. mefenamic add, which helps 
20 to 40 per cent of women. A drug of 
choice might well be Cyklokapron. 
tranexamic add. 

What the committee has shown is 
that neither doctors nor their patients 
should accept hysterectomy or 
endometral ablation until the possibili¬ 
ties of drug therapy have been thor¬ 
oughly investigated. 


1 


r 






\\ 







~ V;*v •• V.: 

•••• 


Yakult contains billions of a 
special, friendly live bacteria 
known as Lactobacillus casei 
Shirota- And 23 million people 
worldwide drink it every day. 
Yakult Is available across the 
South In major supermarkets, 
many local s tores and leading 
health food shops. To hear 
more, ring the Yakult 
Consumer Information Centre 
0345 697 069 (local rate}. 
VaicsjK:. A healthy start 
to svar,- tew. 



New cure for 
an ill wind 

BLOATING, the uncomfort¬ 
able swelling of the abdomen 
after a no more than reason¬ 
ably good meal, can be very 
painfiil and embarrassing. 
Bloating may be the symptom 
of iiritable bowel syndrome 
but in many cases is due to 
nothing more complex than 
the collection of thousands of 
small bubbles in the stomach. 

The makers of Rennie, the 
indigestion tablet, are now 
marketing Rennie Deflatine 
which they claim eases the 
discomfort of bloating provid¬ 
ed that the cause is a simple 
dietary one. Rennie Deflatine 
contains an anti-foaming 
agent Simethicone, which 
breaks down all the tiny 
bubbles to form one large one, 
which can then be burped 
away, discreetly and silently. 


So angry you could die 


S 


Tories of road rage con¬ 
tinue to make news¬ 
paper headlines. Dis¬ 
turbing and sometimes 
dangerous as those outrages 
are. few- would wish the perpe¬ 
trator to die. but research 
shows that this could be their 
fate. The premature death of 
those people who suffer rage 
or inappropriate rage can 
be the result of a hearr 
attack. 

A stud) in Circulation by 
Dr Ichiro Kawachi and his 
team at the Harvard School of 
Public Heaiih has explored the 
detrimental effect of anger 
(not, of course, necessarily 
road rage) on the coronary 
arteries. The research makes 
salutary reading for all those 
who are tempted to shout at 
inattentive waiters, officious 
parking-meter attendants or 
the ditherings of a slow but 
careful driver. 

The study of the effects of 
anger on the heart shows that 
those who are easily incited to 
inappropriate rage are twice 
as likely to have heart disease 
as their contemporaries who 
are more laid back. 

The risk of a coronary 
thrombosis, whether fatal or 
not, was still apparent even 
when allowance was made for 
other known risk factors such 
as blood pressure and raised 
blood fats, such as cholesterol 
and triglycerides. 

There are some signs in the 
physical appearance of the 
person given to rage which 
should alert the slow but 


careful driver to the need to 
lock the door when a motorist 
jumps out of his car to remon¬ 
strate. People who are likely to 
suffer from dangerous levels 
of anger, whether to them¬ 
selves or others, tend to be 
younger and heavier. They 
also tend to smoke and drink 
to excess. 



through life suffering from a 
temperament which, like a 
volcano, may explode at any 
moment, is to learn to control 
their feelings. This may seem a 
hopeless project but in a 
controlled group psychothera¬ 
py reduced feelings of anger 
by 60 per cent over 14 months. 
As the hostility decreased, so 
did the attacks of angina in 
those patients who also had 
heart disease. 

The same teams of psycho¬ 
therapists also found that 
teaching angiy people with 
heart disease to feel more 
kindly about their fellows 
reduced by more than 50 per 
cent the chance that they 
would have a second heart 
attack. 


O 


Rage like this is dangerous 

A report on anger and its 
effect on health shows that it is 
not the average, grumpy old 
man who has an appreciably 
increased risk of a coronary. 
The anger which kills is. in the 
wards of the report's authors, 
the type which makes the 
person "feel like exploding, or 
so constantly grouchy and 
irritable that they are liable to 
attack furniture or other 
people”. 

The advice to those who go 


f ail the characteristics 
of personality associ¬ 
ated with heart dis¬ 
ease. it wasnt grinding 
ambition, competitiveness, 
greed or even selfishness 
which was dangerous. The 
important one was anger. 
Some of the success of beta- 
blockers in reducing the inci¬ 
dence of coronary heart 
disease may well be related to 
their ability in converting a 
type-A personality, who is 
aggressive, into a type-B per¬ 
son, who is accepting and 
detached. 

The term "road rage” is 
unfortunate as it implies that it 
is a specific and quite distinct 
complaint. It is not a diagno¬ 
sis, but an indication for 
investigation. 


Treating glaucoma 


WHEN George Harrison, 
a civil engineer, left 
Heathrow for a posting to 
the Far East his wife looked 
lovingly into his grey- 
brown eyes and reminded 
him to use the new 
eyedrops for his glaucoma. 

Glaucoma is a condition 
in which an increase in the 
pressure of fluid within 
the eyeball may obstruct 
blood supply lo the optic 
nerve, causing progressive 
blindness. 

When the civil engineer 
returned for his first long 
leave, he took his wife out 
for dinner. She again stared 
into his eyes and had a 
shock — they had changed 
colour to dark brown. 

Mr Harrison had been 
using a novel form of 


eyedrop. Xalatan reduces 
eye pressure by increasing 
the outflow of the fluid, 
rather than restricting its 
production as other drops 
do. It is prescribed for 
patients with the open- 
angle type of glaucoma. 

To be most effective. 
Xalatan should only be used 
once a day. whereas other 
eyedrops for glaucoma had to 
be inserted twice daily. 

And most importantly, it does 
not have the side-effects 
associated with beta-blocker 
eyedrops. 

The fascinating side 
effort of Xalatan is that about 
one In six patients finds 
that their eyes turn dark 
brown. So far as is known, 
this is only of cosmetic 
importance. 
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Power, glory 
and the 
advance of the 
old school tie 


T he English ruling 
class is nothing if not 
adaptable. New Lab¬ 
our may be promis¬ 
ing one of the greatest 
constitutional upheavals this 
century, but in reality it is 
unlikely that Tony Blair will 
do more than readjust the knot 
of the old school de that can 
still open doors to ail the best 
jobs. For the notion of the old 
boy network — exclusive univ¬ 
ersity, the right school, family 
connections — shows little sign 
of withering away. 

If anything it is becoming 
more entrenched. Blue chip 
organisations, bewildered by 
the ever increasing number of 
graduates leaving the new 
universities, are turning to the 
trusted certainties of the estab¬ 
lished elite. 

As a leading City headhunt¬ 
er says: ‘'Although we do 
recruit outside what we call 
the establishment, we prefer 
public school types, not 
because they are cleverer, 
though they often are, but 
because their background of¬ 
fers them so many natural 
advantages. Their education is 
rounded. They can talk, they 
know how to conduct them¬ 
selves at dinner, they can 
choose a good bottle of wine, 
they have sophisticated inter¬ 
ests, they have been to interest¬ 
ing and unusual places. 

“Their families have usually 
been successful for several 
generations and so they are 
used to mixing with top 
people. They are not fazed by 
wealth or privilege. At least 85 
per cent of the people we place 
are of this ilk. It takes a special 
person to have none of their 
advantages and stfll break into 
the inner circle that runs the 
country.” 

This has led to a certain 
boastful complacency among 
some of the old school tie 
brigade. Simon Chapman, a 
former merchant banker at 
Barclays de Zoete Wedd. re¬ 
calls a drink he had with two 
Old Etonians last year. They 
worked for a medium-sized 
investment bank, and delight¬ 
ed in its exclusivity. “One of 
these guys was looking for an 
assistant" Chapman says. 
“He saw a letter from someone 
he was at school with. He 
turned round to his boss and 
said ‘Look, there’s an applica¬ 



tion here from someone who 
used to be in my house at 
school.’ The boss asked if he 
was a pukka sort of chap. My 
friend said yes. And his boss 
said 'Well, we’ll have him. 
then.’ Just like that. They 
seemed to find it pretty amus¬ 
ing; but it turned my stomach. 
especially as I applied to more 
than 30 firms and had count¬ 
less hours of interviews before 
I got my first job in the City. I 

suppose, though, _ 

Alton Sixth Form 
College does not 
have quite the ring 
of Eton College." 

During the high 
point of the That¬ 
cher years there 
was much bluster 
about the emer¬ 
gence of a meritoc¬ 
racy, a generation 
of entrepreneurs 
who would storm 
the bastion of class 
privilege and 
transform the country. Equali¬ 
ty of opportunity was the 
banner under which the 
Thaicherites marched, even 
though there were more Old 
Etonians (43) than women (42) 
in the House of Commons on 
the eve of the 1992 general 
election — 13 years after Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher came to power. 

In truth, the new meritocra¬ 
cy never really came to pass. 
The judiciary (more than 30 of 
the 39 top judges went to 
public school), the higher 
grades of the civil service (all 
the ambassadors in the 15 
most important overseas mis¬ 
sions are from public school], 
publishing, the City—all tend 
to be dominated by a largely 
self-perpetuating public- 


‘Ive never 
once been 
asked about 
my school. 
That is a 
liberation* 
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It’s not 
qualifications 
that count in 
the jobs market, 
bosses now 
openly admit, 
but the colour 
of your tie. 

Jason Cowley 
reports 

school, Oxbridge-educated oli¬ 
garchy. Like the members of a 
caste, these people recognise 
their own and instinctively are 
drawn to one another. 

Tim Devlin, author of Old 
School Ties, regrets the endur¬ 
ing influence of what he calls 
the old boy network, but feels 
it offers employers a series of 
markers through the labyrinth 
of the recruitment process. 
“When jobs are scarce and the 
______ number of new 

graduates in¬ 
creases every year 
there is something 
to be said for know¬ 
ing the back¬ 
ground and pedi¬ 
gree .of a person. 
The public schools 
and Oxbridge tend 
to have the stamp 
of quality." 

Stuart Burrows. 
29. an English 
_______ writer and aca- 

" demic at Princeton 
University. New Jersey, emi¬ 
grated to the United States five 
years ago because he “kept 
hitting the glass ceiling of the 
establishment”. He grew up in 
Bromley, Kent, where he at¬ 
tended a “decent" comprehen¬ 
sive. After gaining three grade 
A A levels he applied to 
Hertford College. Oxford. His 
interview, for which he felt 
completely ill-prepared, was a 
disaster. “I was totally flum¬ 
moxed: I didn't know what to 
expect These haughty dons 
just looked at me with disdain, 
as if I was some uncouth 
suburbanite, a bumptious 
H.G. Wells-type. I suppose, in 
some ways 1 was. Clearly. I 
was out of my depth.” 

When he rerums to Eng¬ 
land, Burrows despairs at how 
he can “classify people as soon 
as they open their mouth” and 
how at parties or functions 
“people’s faces glare over as 
soon as they hear what univer¬ 
sity 1 went to". He _____ 

feels nevertheless 
that the power of 
the “old school tie" 
is exaggerated, es¬ 
pecially as the ir¬ 
reverent younger 
generation is scep¬ 
tical of deference 
and hierarchy. 

Still, he felt he 
had to emigrate if 
his career was to 
progress. “Since 
arriving in Ameri- _______ 

ca I’ve never once 

been asked about my school. 

That is a liberation." 

Another headhunter, Lynn 
Beaumont, managing director 
of the Foundry, is critical of 
any rival firm which perpetu¬ 
ates a clandestine custom of 
patronage that discards the 
talented but poorly connected 
like Stuart Burrows. “If you 
want an example of nepotism 
at its worst, then look no 
further than City headhunters 
— most of whom have to rely 
on their address books to 
make a career," she says. 

The clandestine custom of 
patronage of which Beaumont 
complains is rooted in what 
the former Conservative MP 
George Walden calls our “scle¬ 
rotic two-nation education sys¬ 
tem”. He insists that we will 
never have "good state educa¬ 
tion in Britain, or grown-up 


"In no 
modem 
democracy is 
tribalism in 
education so 
entrenched’ 


politics, while we have a de 
facto apartheid system be¬ 
tween state and private 
schools, and while the most 
influential 7 per cent of people 
in the country have no person¬ 
al interest in what happens to 
the other 93 per cent. If they 
had, there would be a smart 
change of ghost in the mach¬ 
ine. As ii is, why bother?" 

Why indeed? Well, perhaps 
because in no other European 
country do the moneyed and 
professional classes utterly re¬ 
ject the system of education 
used by the majority. "In no 
modem democracy except 
Britain is tribalism in educa¬ 
tion so entrenched." Walden 
says. 

The public schools account 
for more than 50 per cent of all 
Oxbridge graduates A recent 
survey of a century of entries 
in Who's Who shows that 40 
per cent of the country’s most 
influential citizens are Ox¬ 
bridge alumni compared with 
fewer tiigm 20 per cent of the 
Victorian elite. 

The barriers to entry into 
the legal profession, for exam¬ 
ple. have become more numer¬ 
ous since many local 
authorities stopped awarding 
discretionary grants to stu¬ 
dents sitting Law Society ex¬ 
ams: in 1990,80per cent of law 
students received a post-grad¬ 
uate grant compared with 
fewer than 10 per cent last 
year. 

In 1994, the Minerva Net¬ 
work, the country’s largest 
“old-girl network”, was estab¬ 
lished. Alison Graham, the 
director, says the network 
offers women with a shared 
educational background the 
opportunity to meet for both 
career and social contacts. 
That they felt the need to 
counter one system of exclu¬ 
sion by creating another reiter¬ 
ates the influence of class. 

Hilary Williams, 53, derided 
to join after she "ran into die 
wall of the old boy club" while 
working at British Gas. As the 
most senior woman in the 
southwest region, she was 
widely tipped to become the 
first woman director. But, in 
1990, after a restructuring 
exercise, she was the only 
person on her grade to be 
demoted. 

“My job was eventually 
awarded to an old friend of my 
boss. I was very bitter because 
1 felt my job was taken away 
from me precisely because I 
was not part of the dub. not 
part of die inner male circle 
that ran the company and 
looked after its 
own. This was a 
case of old-fash¬ 
ioned nepotism.” 

Ms Williams 
was awarded 
£8.000 after an in¬ 
dustrial tribunal 
ruled that she had 
been the victim of 
“institutionalised 
discrimination”. 

What the coun¬ 
try needs to count- 
er institutionalised 
" -—l " prejudice, argues 
the cultural critic Martin 
Jacques, is a new elite, one 
informed by a different, more 
radical set of values — meri¬ 
tocracy, social diversity, ex¬ 
perimentation, international¬ 
ism and innovation. But 
Jacques doubts that Tony 
Blair, a resolutely public 
school and Oxbridge man 
whose “kitchen Cabinet” is full 
of people like himself, is likely 
to be the harbinger of change. 

Jacques adds: “We may 
think that we are about to 
enter a period of radical 
transformation, but no ruling 
elite of any other nation has 
enjoyed such extraordinary 
longevity and continuity as the 
British Establishment." 

In other wonis, you might 
find that in Blair’s Britain all 
the old "no entry" signs are 
still in place. 
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There were more Old Etonians than women in the House of Commons on the eve of the 1992 general election 


Male Urinary 
Discomfort? 

Nothing is more disrupting for men than not being 
able to get a good night’s sleep because of the urge 
‘to go*, particularly in the small hours. Now, research 
proves that the active ingredients in Sabalin help 
reduce the need to urinate frequently and improve 
your flow too. So you, (and your partner) can get a 
good night’s sleep. 

Sabalin is a traditional herbal remedy for the 
symptomatic relief of short-term male urinary 
discomfort. Strong and safe, it contains a highly 
potent extract of the Saw Palmetto fruit to 
provide gentle, yet effective relief for this 
inconvenient 
male problem. 

herbal 

effective 

• 

clinically 
researched 

Always read the 
in-pack leaflet 

For more information on Sabalin and how Us herbal ingredients can help you, 
call the Sabalin Help Line on 01628 488487. 

Available at Boots, Holland & Barrett, chemists, and health food stores. 
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Tighten belts 
for Brown’s 
June Budget 

Hm Congdon expects tax rises, 
loose money and sterling crises 


W hen the Conserva¬ 
tives came to power 
in 1979 they had a 
dear and distinctive macro- 
economic programme: to re¬ 
duce inflation by controlling 
the quantity of money. When 
Labour comes to power a week 
tomorrow (as seems almosr 
certain), no one — perhaps not 
even Tony Blair and Gordon 
Brown — will be entirely sure 
about its macro-economic 
intentions. 

The Labour leaders say they 
would maintain the present 
Government’s inflation target, 
to keep tiie annual increase in 
the retail price index below 2h 
per cent Bur by itself this 
amounts merely to a declara¬ 
tion against sin. No guidance 
has been given about the con¬ 
troversial choice between dif¬ 
ferent methods of inflation- 
control. 

The crudal issue is whether 
Labour wants to control infla¬ 
tion by basing polity on dom¬ 
estic economic variables or by 
targeting the exchange rate. A 
focus on domestic variables 
could be either highly prag¬ 
matic, with policymakers 
“looking at everything" before 
deciding interest rates, or dog¬ 
matic. based on an almost ex¬ 
clusive focus on the quantity of 
money (so-called “monetar¬ 
ism") or on some other vari¬ 
able. Since sterling's expulsion 
from the exchange-rate mech¬ 
anism in 1992. policy has been 
based on domestic variables, 
and has been very much at 
tiie pragmatic end of the 
spectnim. 

Nothing in the past back¬ 
ground of the current Labour 
leaders suggests much interest 
in “-isms", with perhaps two 
exceptions. First if Mr Brown 
can be accused of any "-ism", it 
is mild and vague Euro¬ 
enthusiasm. A reasonable as¬ 
sumption is that he will want 
to preserve parts of the prag¬ 
matic, look-at-everything ap¬ 
proach to policymaking of the 
past five years, but to add a 
European dimension. 

He may wish to rejoin the 
exchange-rate mechanism. 
Membership could be present¬ 
ed as a friendly overture to 
eventual participation in mon¬ 
etary union. The immediate 
difficulty would be to deter¬ 
mine the right exchange rate 
at which to rqoin the mecha¬ 
nism. Much of the discussion 
about the virtues of a "low" or 
“high" rate wrongly credits 
governments with the ability 
to determine exchange rates. 
In practice, the government 
would have to accept the rate 
at the time of the enrry — 
warts, misalignment, and all. 

Of course, a newly-elected 
Labour government might try 
to manipulate the rate for a 
few months before fixing a 
figure for ERM purposes. The 
pound currently stands at 
roughly 2ii0 marks and $1.60; 
it is more than IS per cent 
higher in trade-weighted 
terms than it was last sum¬ 
mer. indeed, it is more expen¬ 
sive against most of the world 
currencies than during the last 
period of ERM membership. 
Against this background, 
there are no prizes for guess¬ 
ing where Labour would like 
the pound to go. 

Mr Brown would of course 
want the pound to fall. 
Exchange-rate depreciation 
would suit the trade unions, 
because it would enhance their 
ability to press for higher 


wage claims, and it would 
pander to Labour's prejudices 
in favour of manufacturing, 
exports and investment. It 
would also be in accordance 
with the bulk of the advice that 
Labour is likely to receive from 
most British economists. 

Mr Brown has already said 
that he would like his first 
Budget to come soon after the 
election. The obvious strategy 
would be to combine a tight 
fiscal policy with a loose 
monetary policy. The tight 
fiscal policy would be de¬ 
signed to dampen the current 
boomlet in consumption and 
the housing market, while the 
main expression of a loose 
monetary policy would be the 
low interest rates needed to 
deter the foreign investors 
in sterling. 

What, precisely, would a 
“tight fiscal polity" mean? 
Here the Labour leaders’ sec¬ 
ond “-ism" becomes relevant 
Over the past few years. left- 
inclined thinkers have com¬ 
plained that British industry 
suffers from “short-temnism" 
This has never been properly 
defined: the idea is not based 
on a substantial and coherent 
body of thought, and it may 
amount to little more than a 
fad. Nevertheless, a critique of 
short-termism will be as much 
an intellectual theme of 
Labour's early Budgets as 
monetarism was in the Bud¬ 
gets of 1979 and 1980. 

(n particular. Mr Brown 
seems likely to discourage the 
growth of dividends (which 
“go to the City*7 and to 
encourage the retention of 
profits (which "help long-term 
investment*}. The Labour 
manifesto says that the 
present system of taxing com¬ 
pany profits and capital gains 
ought to be reviewed. A pos¬ 
sible measure is to halve tiie 
present rate of advance corpo¬ 
ration tax. This would hit 
pension funds quite badly, but 
for most members of the 
general public it would be 
invisible. 

I f combined with a windfall 
tax on the utilities and the 
probable abolition of tax 
relief on mortgage interest, 
this would increase taxes by 
more than E5 billion a year. 
(The windfall tax would pre¬ 
sumably fall in this fiscal yean 
the other tax changes would 
start to produce revenue next 
year and thereafter.) More¬ 
over, Mr Brown could cut the 
deficit by these means, while 
respecting all of Labour’s 
pledges to leave the stan¬ 
dard rates of personal tax 
unchanged. 

But mild Euro-enthusiasm 
and a critique of short- 
termism cannot in themselves 
establish a strikingly new 
economic policy. At an intellec¬ 
tual level they are so meagre 
and marginal as scarcely to 
challenge the existing macro- 
economic framework. The se¬ 
rious danger under Labour is 
that most members of the new 
Cabinet will be so seduced by 
“Europe" and “tiie euro" that 
monetary policy will again 
become centred on the ex¬ 
change rate. Squabbles about 
the “right" exchange rate, and 
rows about the timing of and 
need for devaluation, might 
then disfigure the next Labour 
administration, as they did the 
Wilson Government of 1964-70 
and the Wilson-Cailaghan 
Government of 1974-79. 



DOZENS OF HOSTAGES HELD FOR MONTHS IN FI6HT-T0-THE* DEATH... 


How to vote sceptically 


H ow should a Euroscepric 
vote? The question. I sus¬ 
pect, is even harder in 
France than it is here, 
though I think some anti-fascist 
French Eurosceptics may find them¬ 
selves voting for Lionel Jospin as the 
least of some very disturbing evils. 
One has first to ask what one means 
by Eurosceptic. I include pro-Europe- 
a ns like myself who opposed the 
exchange-rate mechanism and Maas¬ 
tricht and are strongly against the 
single currency, as well as those of 
more extreme views who would like 
Britain to withdraw to a Norwegian 
or Swiss role outside the EU. 

The Referendum Party is right to 
argue that this is the most important 
issue of the 1997 election. Every other 
policy will be reversible. If the 
electorate does not like the result of 
electing a particular party in terms of 
taxation, health or education, there 
will be a chance to turn the next gov¬ 
ernment out in five years’ time and to 
change that policy. If Britain agrees 
to enter the single currency, or to 
further extensions of majority voting, 
there will not be a second chance. At 
best. Britain could eventually be 
forced to leave the EU altogether; at 
worst Britain would become one of 
the moderately'influential slates of a 
United States Europe, a sort of Euro¬ 
pean Massachusetts. The Referen¬ 
dum Party’s greatest contribution to 
the debate has been to persuade 
many people that Europe is the 
decisive issue. 

However, the Referendum Party is 
a party not of government but of 
protest. It is not going to win the 
election, and would not be able to 
govern if it did. The great danger 
from a Eurosceptic's point of view is 
that it will draw off a few vital votes 
from Eurosceptic candidates and 
help to elect candidates who will go 
along with the single currency. 
Mainly the Referendum Party should 
not be opposing David Heathcoat 
Amory in Wales; he resigned as a 
minister because he believed there 
was a need to renegotiate the Euro¬ 
pean settlement- The Referendum 
Party should have supported all the 
Euroscepric sitting members: its fail¬ 
ure to do so is a farther reason to rule 
it out as the most effective vote in 
most constituencies. The UK Inde¬ 
pendence Party is open to the same 
objection. Where there is a Euro¬ 
sceptic candidate from a major party 
with reasonable support. Eurosceptic 
voters should give him their vote, 
however much sympathy they may 


A Euro-doubter cant trust Major or 
Blair — but look at the parties 


have for the motives of the two small 
Euroscepric parties. 

One can rule out the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats. Though Paddy Ashdown says 
that he is opposed to" the creation of a 
European superstate, the Liberal 
Democrats are in favour of the single 
currency, which is one of rhe founda¬ 
tions of such a state. They profess not 
to want a United States of Europe, but 
are happy to go ever farther down the 
road which can only lead to that 
result. The same willingness to accept 
the next stage of the advance to feder¬ 
alism is to be found in the SNP. No 
one who values the independence of 
Britain, or indeed of 
Scotland, can vote 
for either of these 
two parties without 
the risk of giving it 
away. Their influ¬ 
ence could be par¬ 
ticularly dangerous 
if there were a hung 
Parliament. 

The question therefore comes down 
to a choice between the two main 
parties. Each has adopted the same, 
inadequate policy towards the single 
currency of “negotiate and decide" (or 
“wait and see"). This is unsatisfactory 
because it implies that one could 
choose a single currency on purely 
economic grounds, without taking a 
giant step towards the single Euro¬ 
pean state. Thar is not true. It is 
certain that the motivations of the 
Franco-German architects of the 
single currency have been and are 
political rather than purely economic 
No Euroscepric however moderate, 
ought to accept the "wait and see" 
polity. This constitutes a deliberate 
political derision by both the major 
parties to keep open the single 
currency option which'every Euro¬ 
sceptic must want to see dosed. To 
that extent it is offensive to be asked 
to vote for either party, when neither 
is willing to make a frank decision. 

It is also hard to be asked to vote for 
John Major, at least in European 
terms. He took Britain into the 
exchange-rate mechanism. which did 
great economic damage before we 
were forced out. He signed the Maas¬ 
tricht treaty, failed to publish it before 
the 1992 election, forced it through 
Ifarliament without a referendum, 
and has consistently refused to rule 


out British entry into a single 
currency. No Euroscepric can be 
happy about that record. He even 
gave us Jacques Santer as President 
of the Commission. The Prime M inis- 
ter’s European record is one of the 
substantive reasons why the Conser¬ 
vatives are stifj so far behind in the 
polls. Many Tories want to forger that 
for the period of the election, bur it is 
an important consideration. 

As against that, there is the presen: 
position of Tony Blair. He has adroit¬ 
ly shifted his position and his party's 
from a sort of low-grade Eurofanari- 
dsm — from which his predecessor. 

John Smith, suf¬ 
fered more acutely 
— to a politic ex¬ 
pression of gen¬ 
eralised opposition 
to Euro-federalism. 
"We want a Europe 
where national 
identities are not 
submerged and 
where countries co-operate together, 
not a giant and unmanageable 
European superstare run from the 
centre." He adds. “I am a British par- 
riot." Yet he is a British patriot who 
stands on a policy of waiting to see 
whether a single currency is in Brit¬ 
ain’s economic interest: he has no ob¬ 
jection in principle to the sacrifice of 
Britain’s political integrity. This 
means that he is willing to take the 
next and irreversible step towards the 
creation of “a giant and unmanage¬ 
able European superstate run from 
the centre". Tony Blair often says that 
this election is a question of trust; a 
Euroscepric cannot trust either John 
Major’s record or Tony Blair's 
promises. 

O ne has to look beyond the 
leaders, at the parties. In 
this campaign, the Tory 
Eurofanatics have been 
pushed into a richly deserved ob¬ 
livion. Kenneth Clark would not be 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
in any future Conservative govern¬ 
ment Michael Heseltine sketched 
that silly cartoon; Ted Heath has 
about as much remaining influ¬ 
ence as Edwina Currie. The Tory 
Eurofanatics cannot even threaten to 
form a fifth party, since they could 
not expect to hold a single seat. As 


a political force, they are kaputt. 

The most important derision of the 
campaign has been John Major’s 
statement that he would allow Tory 
MFs a tree vote on a single currency'. 
I belie\e him when he says that the 
experience of Europe has shifted his 
views towards Eurosceptirism; but I 
would attach far more weight to the 
views of future Conservative Mem¬ 
bers of Parliament. Great numbers of 
the candidates have revolted against 
the "wait and see" policy-. The Tory 
party in the next Parliament, whether 
large or small, will be a mainly 
Euroscepric party. If enough Conser¬ 
vatives are elected, Britain will not 
slide into a subordinate role in the 
Franco-German superstate. Having 
had the courage to revolt against the 
nonsense of their own manifesto in 
the middle of an election campaign, 
these Conservative Members will not 
again be turned round towards 
Eurofederal policies. 

When one looks at the Labour side, 
there has been no comparable revolt 
against the single currency or against 
the contemptible policy of "wait and 
see — but don’t tell the electorate". 
Tne Daily Telegraph has been sur¬ 
veying Labour candidates. The more 
naive of them have openly admirted 
what is going on. Darla Taylor, the 
Labour candidate for Stockton South, 
says: “We are not supposed to answer 
any of these questions on Europe." 
Margaret Hodge, the candidate for 
Barking, says: “Have you called Miil- 
bankT In high pique, Tom Levitt’s 
press officer says: “We have been 
advised that Tom will not be speak¬ 
ing to you." It is advice given by 
Labour central office. John Hutton, 
the candidate for Barrow-in-Furness, 
says of the single currency: “I’m not 
going to answer." 

Mill bank, of course, means Peter 
Mandelson. a vice-president (along¬ 
side Edwina Currie) of the European 
Movement. There are three reasons 
why one cannot trust Labour cm 
Europe: the great spin-doctor is a 
Eurofanatie the leader is bouncing 
ever higher on the fence as though it 
were a trampoline; and the candi¬ 
dates do not have the guts to make up 
their own minds. No party is satisfac¬ 
tory from a Eurosceptic point of view. 
But most of the Tory candidates now 
share the great post-Maastricht re¬ 
vulsion against Euro-federalism 
which has taken place in the elector¬ 
ate: the Labour candidates have been 
gagged. On the supreme issue of 
Europe, one can trust the Tories more 
or less; one cannot trust labour at all. 



Buy, buy 


LABOUR PARTY workers are 
being shamelessly encouraged into 
buying copies of their party an¬ 
them, Things Can Only Get Better 
fry D-ream. The effect will be to 
push it up the charts. The move has 
echoes of the vote-rigging row over 
last year's Today programme Man 
of the Year poll, which led to Tony 
Blair's disqualification. 

On Tuesday afternoon, Maggie 
Jones, a member of Labou r's 
National Executive Council since 
1994. was spotted with another 
member of the Mill bank staff tak¬ 
ing orders from office colleagues 
for copies of the record, which was 
re-released at the beginning of this 
week. A source inside Mfllbank 
said: "They were planning to go to 
the record shop and-buy them in 
bulk." The idea, my source sug¬ 
gests, "was to boost the safes and 
influence the charts". 

Jones, however, denied trying to 
influence the charts: "I simply went 
round and collected money from 
my colleagues and placed an order 
with the distributors. The CDs will 
be delivered and handed out on 
that basis." Yesterday afternoon, 
however, bags from Our Price. 
Tower Records and Virgin were 
cluttering her desk. D-ream's 


record company. East West 
Records, confirms that “in the first 
few days of release the record has 
done surprisingly well". 

The Referendum Party should 
try a similar ploy. Its anthem Let 
the People Decide, by the Rabble 
Army, released on April 14, has 
thudded into the charts at No 110. 


• New York's Labour supporters 
gathered to discuss their party's 



“Can you keep me stranded 
here till after the election " 



chances last night in the exceed¬ 
ingly swish surroundings of Pent¬ 
house B at the Royalton Hotel. 
The menu was bangers and mash 
— though the over-designed Royal- 
ton’s concept of the meat would not 
be recognisable in Barnsley. Here, 
a sausage means Toulouse, mus¬ 
tard means Dijon and the mash, 
like the socialism, has the consis¬ 
tency of semolina. 


Bottom line 

THE DEATH yesterday of Denis 
Compton brought a tear to the eye 
of Sir Colin Cowdrey, the former 
England captain who shared a 
couple of Test innings with the 
Brylcreemed batsman in the 1950s. 

Though an angel at the wicket. 
Compton was a devil back in the 
locker room, where his peg was al¬ 
ways beside Cowdrey’s for alpha¬ 


betical reasons. “He never had any 
dothes, so he just used to pinch 
mine,” said Cowdrey yesterday. 
“I'd end up losing my shirt, my 
socks — whole wardrobes of the 
stuff, even my underwear. Not 
even my Cash’s nametapes 
stopped him." 

Compton famously turned up at 
Lord’s still wearing his dinner 
jacket after a hefty night's play. But 
one garment was never touched 
says Cowdrey. “My trews. They’d 
never have fitted — my bottom was 
much bigger than his." 


Tentative 

LAST year saw the portly figure of 
the actor David Hemmings shuf¬ 
fling from Ascot to Goodwood. 


Lord’s to Henley, sketchbook per¬ 
manently to hand. Next month, 
Belgravia sees the fruits of his stint 
in the hospitality tents. His first 
solo exhibition of paintings is enti¬ 
tled “Eclectic Similarities: An Art¬ 
ist’s View of the Season". 

Though still best known for his 
parts in such cult films as Blow 
Up. Hemmings has been doing 
ever more painting in between act¬ 
ing jobs. Speaking from his Batter¬ 
sea atelier, he says his latest work 
has been the most fan: “I just Jove 
watching the English upper class¬ 
es. So quirky." 


Flickering 

A FRISSON ripples through Lon¬ 
don with the news that Donatella 



David Hemmings: artist and now a seasoned campaigner 



Donatella: into marble 


Flick, who recently separated from 
Muck Flick, the Mercedes-Benz 
heir, has now been paid her di¬ 
vorce settlement of around E30 mil¬ 
lion. The gold-tap brigade is 
anticipating a party. 

Donatella, one of London’s top 
society hostesses, has told friends 
to keep free an evening in early 
June. It may be one of her musical 
evenings, but the high-rollers 
believe that she is planning a 
house-warming. 

Last year she bought the E5 mil¬ 
lion house in Knightsbridge where 
Winston Churchill lived, and deco¬ 
rators have been laying acres of 
Carrera marble. 

P-HS 


Wrecker 
on the 
woolsack 

Can Mackay block 
the Scots, asks 


Magnus Linklater 

B y this time next week, a pro¬ 
cess will have begun which 
could take us back to the heady 
days of 1910 — the last election when 
the constitution, in Lloyd George's 
words, was “on the ballot paper”. The 
crisis then was prompted by a House 
of Lords decision to block die Govern¬ 
ment’s Finance Bill after it had been 
passed by the Commons. This tune, 
the signal is more subtle. It comes 
from the present Lord Chancel] or, 
who has indicated that the Lords 
might resort to similar tactics to 
wreck Labour's plans for devolution. 

It is a remarkable intervention. 
Lord Mackay of Clashfem is not only 
a Scot himself, but a canny lawyer 
with a reputation for lofty detach- 
mem from the narrow bracket of 
party politics. An apocryphal story 
has it that when he was offered the 
job. his friend the late John Smith, 
rang him up and said: “Congratula¬ 
tions. James — I didn’t know you 
were a Tory." To which he replied: 
“Neither did I." As he steps down 
from the woolsack, he certainly 
carries with him an impressive 
degree of cross-party respect 
Which is why the view he has just 
expressed is so startling. It goes bey¬ 
ond anything said by John Major or 
the Scottish Secretary Michael For¬ 
syth, and appears to challenge the 
right of the Scottish electorate to 
decide its own constitutional future. 
Lord Mackay would protest that this 
grossly overstates his position. Bur let 
us see: In die course of an interview 
with The Scotsman on Tuesday, he 
said that the House of Lords would 
be justified in challenging the Bill 
Labour has promised to hold a 
referendum on Scottish devolution. 
To get it through in time. Labour may 
need to dispense with the normal 
practice of discussing the details in a 
committee of die whole House. This 
is not. remember, legislation for the 
future governance of Scotland, just 
the preliminary referendum bilL 
Nevertheless, in Lord Mackay’s view, 
peers should challenge it because it 
may not have been debated line by 
line on the floor of die Commons. 

If this were the case, the Lords 
would be justified in scrutinising the 
BiU in detail themselves, so delaying 
it well beyond the prescribed time. 
The effect would be to overturn the 
very first pledge of a Blair govern¬ 
ment — to give the Scottish people a 
referendum on Home Rule within its 
first year of office — and it flies 
directly in the face of a basic rule. The 
Salisbury Convention, drawn up by 
the sixth Marquess of Salisbury 
under Attlee’s Government, lays 
down that Tory peers may use their 
inbuilt majority to amend, but not to 
defeat legislation for which the 
electorate has dearly voted. 

L ord Mackay is going well 
beyond this. In the course of his 
interview he comes out with a 
dear party line: "I have always 
maintained that the real power 
remains in Westminster. What you 
do if you create a Scottish parliament 
is create a focus for disenchantment 
in Scotland with what’s being done in 
the Parliament at Westminster. 
That'S why I think it is a serious 
threat." The implication is dean 
whatever choice Scottish voters make 
on May I, a referendum to give them 
the final say must be fought delayed, 
and if necessary stopped. In support 
of his case Lmti Mackay maintains 
that the Salisbury rules allow this to 
happen, simply because of the mag¬ 
nitude of what is being proposed. 

But the legal technicalities he uses 
to argue his case will be lost on most 
Scottish voters. They have been 
pressing for devolution for as long as 
any of us can remember. They have 
been warned about its dangers, told 
that the West Lothian Question is an 
insuperable barrier, reminded that it 
could be ffie slippery slope to inde¬ 
pendence, repeatedly harangued 
about the ‘tartan tax". Despite all 
this, most will opt on election day for 
parties committed to the introduction 
of a Scottish parliament Further¬ 
more they are likely, in my view, to 
vote “yes" in a future referendum. To 
say that they are "sleepwalking” into 
devolution is condescending and ig¬ 
nores the passion with which the 
issue has beta debated in Scotland 
and tiie detail in which it has been ex¬ 
amined. Most Scots know what they 
want and they expect their politi¬ 
cians to solve the problems ahead. 

A traditional Tory party would 
long ago have recognised this dono- 
craticim pulse and found a quiet way 
to reflect it Afl the great reforms — 
the creation of a Scottish Secretary, 
independence of the Scottish 
Office , the size of the block grant — 
have been introduced by Conserva- 
bv® administrations. The only reason 
a Scottish parliament has been 
opposed is that Margaret Thatcher 
announced her opposition to it in 
1981. Since then the status quo has 
been holy writ, and the Scottish 
Tones have been reduced to a rump. 

No one doubts that the problems 
arising from this massive constitu¬ 
tional shift must be debated every 
tiich of the way by a responsible 
opposition. But if Lord Mackay, v/ith 
all the weight of his office, is 
indicating that the Tories will contest 
the settled will of the Scottish people 
e ywi to the point of opposing their 
nght to vote on their own future, he 
need not be surprised if. by the early 
hours of May 2, his party has simply 
disappeared through the floorboards. 
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POLLS APART 


Both parties might prefer a narrower lead 


“Nightmare on Major Street" was to be the 
'tomormng* Labour Party press 
conference. Yesterday an ICM poll foMTk 
Guardian showed Labour’s lead almost 

STSSt ? **.**«*■ * a fifth tS? 

S h™S PreVlously seemed a fantasy, 
had turned into a possibility to be contem¬ 
plated and challenged. Part of the art of 
campaign management is to take advantage 
of bad news. But now our MORI poll 
suggests good news for Labour — with the 
Tones down five points to 27 per cent and 
Labour 21 points ahead on 48 per cent. 
Which is the voter to believe? 

Fluctuations in the polls during an 
election campaign, usually about ten days 
before the day itself, seem to play a 
traditional part in British politics. Who can 
forget “wobbly Thursday" in the 1987 
campaign, when even Margaret Thatcher 
lost her nerve for a day? When pollsters ask 
1,000 people for their views, they have a 95 
per cent chance of reflecting the opinion of 
the whole electorate within a band of three 
per cent each way. in other words, a 30 per 
cent finding for the Tories suggests nation¬ 
wide support of between 27 and 33 per cent. 
But on average one poll in 20 is likely to be 
way out of line. 


So was the ICM one of those "rogues"? Or 
is ours? Until several ocher polls have been 
conducted, it is hard to tell conclusively. But 
so far our MORI findings seem more in line 
with those from other polling organisations, 
including Gallup's daily rolling poll for The 
Daily Telegraph. Our figures for the Tories 
are a little low, perhaps, but the overall 
picture, of a large, steady Labour lead, is 
likely to be confirmed. 

Oddly , though, the ICM findings suited 
both main parties better. The poll will have 
helped to boost Tory morale, both at the top 
of die party and on the stump. Nothing is 
more dejecting than fighting a battle that 
seems hopeless. In the Labour camp, there 
was cheer yesterday, too. A close race should 


encourage Labour supporters to turn out 
and vote, particularly those who are 
unenamoured by Tony Blair but would hate 
even more to see John Major back. 

Labour wants to focus floating voters' 
.minds on what might happen should the 
Conservatives actually win. There has 
arguably been too little consideration of the 
Tories' prospects in government — just 
because the idea has so often seemed so far¬ 
fetched. The party itself seems to be 
assuming defeat. Its leadership contenders 
jostle for position and its candidates drift 
inexorably from the official line on the single 
currency. The latter must have calculated 
that they were more likely to lose their seals 
than to serve under another Major admin¬ 
istration — and that, under a Eurosceptical 
leader, their actions were more likely to be 
rewarded than punished. 

IF voters are to make a fair and considered 
choice on May I. they ought to be asking 
themselves how another five Tory years 
would look. Would the party continue to be 
riven by feuding? Would Mr Major be 
forced to become more sceptical, or would he 
be replaced? In either eventuality, what 
would happen to Ken Clarke? And would 
the Government be able to tap a new vein of 
competence, or would ministers continue to 
stumble on. tripping up over unexpected 
events? When Labour asks where the money 
will come from for Tory policies such as the 
transfer of tax allowances, it is easy to laugh 
at the rabies being turned. But the question 
still deserves to be addressed. 

Labour too has some clearer answers to 
give. Mr Blair’s increasingly relaxed and 
confident demeanour has improved his 
party's campaign. He has even loosened his 
style enough to inspire audiences with his 
oratoiy. But he is still tight-lipped on the two 
most important issues for the next Par¬ 
liament: devolution and the single currency. 
Between now and May 1, the voters want to 
hear cool clarity, not warm words. 


AFTER THE SIEGE 


How Peru’s President should use his success 


The dramatic end to the siege of the Japan¬ 
ese residence in Lima has been greeted with 
jubilation in Peru, relief in Japan and 
admiration by terrorist experts around the 
world. Hie operation was a masterpiece of 
meticulous planning, subterfuge and skilful 
execution. Two of fhe troops storming the 
residence were killed, and one of the 
Peruvian hostages later died of a heart 
attack. But the rescue alive of 71 hostages 
after an ordeal that lasted 126 days is a 
political and military triumph that will boost 
the standing of President Fujimori through¬ 
out Latin America. It will also send a grim 
message to all other terrorists using urban 
violence to further their cause. 

The challenge thrown down tty the Tupac 
Amaru was unprecedented. The capture of 
so many high-ranking hostages, including 
ambassadors, ministers. Peru’s Foreign 
Minister and even the brother of the 
President ruled out an immediate military 
response. The terrorists believed that they 
had already won a moral victory by forcing 
a notoriously hardline President, whose 
reputation rested on his boast that he oould 
eliminate terrorism hum his country, to 
negotiate. But the hostage-takers made 
several mistakes which were intelligently 
exploited by the Peruvian Government. 

By holding ambassadors and diplomats 
from so many countries they involved most 
of the world in their actions. Terrorist 
experts, advisers and special forces — 
including the SAS — were immediately put 
at Serior Fujimori’s disposal. The terrorists 
also believed that, by settling in for a long 
siege and not executing any hostage, they 
would forestall a military rescue and 
increase the political pressure on Peru. 


especially by Japan. Instead, they gave the 
Peruvian special forces invaluable time to 
prepare: to dig tunnels, map the residence 
layout and locate the terrorists and the 
remaining hostages. And by sticking to the 
demand that the Government free some 400 
fellow Tupac Amaru prisoners, they virtu¬ 
ally ruled out any political solution. 

President Fujimori is now savouring his 
triumph. The success of the rescue has 
justified his refusal to warn the Japanese 
Government of his plans — a snub which 
may long rankle in Tokyo but which sends a 
useful message that Japan’s reputation for 
pusillanimous capitulation to terrorism has 
won it little respect abroad. He now has a 
choice. If he is unwise, he will use his new 
power and popularity to consolidate an 
already autocratic style of government. He 
will regard his unfinished fight against 
terrorism as the priority for die rest of his 
term, knowing that the threat from the 
Tupac Amaru is not over and the Maoist 
Shining Path, though for the moment 
dormant is still a real threat to Peru’s 
impoverished villagers. 

If. however. Senor Fujimori is to achieve 
lasting influence and greatness, he should 
use his new stature to force through some of 
the democratic and social reforms so needed 
by his country. In the fight against 
terrorism, gross abuses have crept into the 
legal system, many basic rights have been 
overturned and the conditions in which 
prisoners are held are often abysmal. The 
President does not need to show magnanim¬ 
ity to terrorists; but he can do much to 
ensure that new enemies of democracy no 
longer breed among the slums of Lima or in 
the shadow of political repression. 


THE COMPTON CLASS 

Cricket needs fun and sunshine as well as results and the Ashes 
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staff. His period good looks advertised 
Brylcreem from the nation’s billboards. 

And because he dearly played for plea¬ 
sure. Compton gave pleasure. The playboy 
was known to turn up for a Test still in 
evening dress, or to advance down the 
wicket to the fast bowler while he was still 
running up. His technique gave him that 
precise cover drive, while his reflexes made 
ihe cheekiest of late cuts from far out of the 
crease. He was famous for walking at once 
when the umpire’s finger was raised, and 
while he joked with the opposition he never 
sledged them. He was the only batsman in 
the history of the game to have called his 
partner for a single and to have wished him 
the best of luck at the same time. Compton's 
first call was an opening bid, a tentative 
statement of policy. The second one was a 
basis for negotiation. So the dialogue from 
the striker's end might go: “Yes... wait... 
no... oh? God?... sorry!’’ 

No hero could have made those scores 
without steely determination and skill be¬ 
neath the charm. It is possible that Compton 
might not have fared as well in the siege and 
bombardment of the modem game even 
though he scored well enough against 
Lindwall and Miller. He would be cheering 
for England to regain the Ashes at last this 
year, as he helped them to in 1953. Spectators 
will vote for that. Even more they long for 
another Cavalier so bold that hardened 
professionals left the dressing-room to watch 
as he walked out to the wicket. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Tory ‘failures’ and No accord in Church of England on homosexuality 

the farmers’ vote 


from Sir Simon Gourlay 

Sir. Over the last few years the effect 
of the Government’s lack of positive 
policies for agriculture has proved 
disastrous lor farmers and consumers 
alike. 

This has been most painfully dem¬ 
onstrated in the BSE crisis, the most 
important issue lor British agriculture 
since the Second World War. Inepti¬ 
tude and day-by-day crisis manage¬ 
ment over the last ten years have cost 
farmers’ and the taxpayer billions of 
pounds, and yet the whole of the beef 
industry is still reefing. 

In Europe the Government has fail¬ 
ed even more abjectly. The ban on the 
export of British beef is still in place, 
despite the Prime Minister's promises 
fh«tt it would be lifted by November 
Iasi year. Six months on there has 
been absolutely no progress in lifting 
the ban and in the meantime imparts 
of heef from Germany and Holland 
/where they now also have BSE) are 
mining our domestic market. 

I believe that through these failures 
the Conservatives have forfeited rhe 
right in the support of the farming 
community. Labour, with its dear and 
constructive proposals (recently pub¬ 
lished in Reforming the Common 
Agricultural Policy) and its commit¬ 
ment loan effective, independent food 
standards agency, presents us with an 
oppommityjo regain terra firnia. We 
should take it. 

Yours faithfully. 

SIMON GOURLAY 
(President, 

National Farmers’ Union. 1986-91) 
Maryvale Farms. 

Hill House Farm. Knighton. Powys. 
April 18. 


Labour and schools 

From Sir Robert Balchin 

Sir. Your leading article. “Parents and 
polities" (April 16). suggests that 
“Labour has no intention of abolish¬ 
ing ... grant-maintained schools." In 
fact. Labour's most recent education 
publication. Diversity and Excellence, 
lists ways in which grant-maintained 
slams for schools will indeed be 
abolished. 

Such schools will be forced to relin¬ 
quish up to 10 per cent of their funds, 
which will be given to the local autho¬ 
rity. All funding, including capital 
funding, will be redirected through 
die authority. 

Local authority appointees will be 
made to ihe schools’ governing bod¬ 
ies: admissions will be “within a con¬ 
sultative partnership" and the schools 
will be inspected by local authorities. 

Tony Blair's education speech (re¬ 
port. April 15) revealed no change to 
plans which would inevitably force 
readier redundancies as cash is re¬ 
routed to local councils to fritter away 
on unwanted bureaucracy. 

Yours truly. 

BOB BALCHIN 
(Chairman). 

The Grant-Maintained Schools 
Foundation, 

36 Great Smith Street. 

Westminster. SW1. 

April IS. 

From Mr V7 cior Sercbriakoff 

Sir. Many of the changes that new 
Labour has made in its education poli¬ 
cies are to be welcomed, but there 
remains a strong element of the over- 
egalitarian trend from the past. 

However unfair it may seem it is 
better for all concerned to spend more 
on highly motivated, able children 
than on those fur whom the late stages 
of education are a waste of time, when 
they might better be trained for a suit¬ 
able career. 

We do not train top-dass athletes, 
musicians, dancers and sportsmen in 
exactly the same way and at the same 
cost as we rrain office workers and 
builders. 

Yours truly. 

VICTOR SEREBRIAKOFF 
(President. The Mensa Foundation 
for Gifted Children), 

Rat One. o The Paragon, SE3. 

April 18. 

From Mr Peter Hitchens 

Sir. Your leader says Labour has no 
intention of abolishing grant-main¬ 
tained or church schools. Quite true: it 
plans to dilute them. 

Labour says it will restore rhe De¬ 
partment of Education guidelines on 
school admissions, which state, in 
paragraph 42, that church schools 
shaoki fake care to ensure that interviews 
are used only to judge religious suitability, 
and titat their purpose is made cksirin their 
written admission politics. Governing bod¬ 
ies may otherwise be vulnerable to criticism 
that judgments about a child's suitability 
were based on social, ethnic or academic 
considerations. 

The London Oratory's prospectus 
states that ail applicants will be inter¬ 
viewed, adding: 

The interview is an important and decisive 
pan of the admission procedure and its 
main function is to assess whether the 
aims, attitudes, values and expectations of 
the parents and the boy are in harmony 
with those uf the school. 

The Oratory's existing character — 
disciplined, academically rigorous 
and very differenl from most compre¬ 
hensive* run hy Labour education au¬ 
thorities — has been achieved at least 
partly through these interviews. 

Yours sincerely, 

PETER HITCHENS 
(Assistant Editor). 

The Express. 

245 Blackfriars Road. SE1. 

April IS. 


From Mr Richard Ashton 

Sir. It must be comforting for be¬ 
leaguered Tory party supporters to 
know that tltere is always one great 
national institution which is even 
more prone to grotesque forms of self- 
injury. I refer of course to rhe Church 
of England, and in particular to the 
letter today from the Archdeacon of 
Southwark, who frankly admits that 
his sexuality is a force that can only be 
indulged, not controlled. 

While we may admire his honesty, 
the suggestion that self-gratification 
should be the basis for a moral posi¬ 
tion comes ill from a leader of the 
Christian community. For those who 
believe that sexuality is not so much a 
source of pleasure and pain, but a gift 
from God to be used fur his glory and 
our salvation, might f suggest a re¬ 
reading of Pupe Paul Vi’s Humanac 
Vitae. Much abused by the Sixties 
generation, it contains a’timely mess¬ 
age of hope not to be heard lately from 
liberal Anglicanism. 

Yours truly. 

RICHARD ASHTON. 

5 Farm Lane. 

Old Hall Green. Ware. Hertfordshire. 
April 21 

Fmm the Reverend Malcolm Johnson 

Sir, 1 found it a very refreshing ex¬ 
perience listening to a former chair¬ 
man of the Church or England’s Doc¬ 
trine Commission. Bishop John 
Baker, take such a positive view of 
homosexual relationships at a meet¬ 
ing in London (report. April 22). 

Now is the time for other bishops 
who take a similar view to issue a joint 
statement following rhe example of 23 
bishops of the Episcopalian Church in 
the US who declared in 1979 that they 
saw “a redeeming quality" in gay and 


From the Sectary of 
The Shaw Society 

Sir, 1 applaud Peter Hall’s letter (April 
21) deploring the unavailability of the 
most important plays in the Shaw 
canon for public performance. They 
have been bought and hoarded, as 
Hollywood studios used to buy and 
hoard rights in a story just in case they 
might ever want to film it. 

In Clause 7 of his wall. GBS stipu¬ 
lated that his executor (the Pubb'c 
Trustee) should not 
be hound by cutmuercial considerations ex- 
lusivriy. it being my desire that he shall 
give due weight to anisric and public and 
human considerations. 

With this in mind he named the 
Society of Authors as his posthumous 
literary agent. But that institution 
has, from the start, chosen to put com¬ 
mercial considerations very much at 
the head of affairs. 

Its officers might well have felt 
bound by law to do so, as anyone 
handling an estate is supposed to ad¬ 
minister trusts to the best financial 
advantage of the beneficiaries — but 
there is always the possibility of either 
compromise or defiance of a bad law. 

Five years after Shaw's death in 
1950. the Society of Authors not only 
sanctioned a musical. My Fair Lady, 


Bone marrow donors 

From Mr Mark Bailie 

Sir. 1 would add to lan Franklin’s ex¬ 
cellent letter of today on the dilemma 
of bone marrow donation an impor¬ 
tant point — one close to my heart. 

My brother Tim tragically died 
from leukaemia in Addenbrookes 
Hospital. Cambridge, last August af¬ 
ter a six-month period of remission. 
Following our unsuccessful tissue- 
type match I have now been accepted 
for inclusion on the panel of the 
Anthony Nolan Bone Marrow Trust. 

Not being able to match my brother 
— and only some 25 per cent of sib¬ 
lings do — my derision ro put myself 
forward in the hope of being able to 
help another w'as. I believe, central to 
the ethos of donorship. 1 was unable to 


Backing the charter 

From Mr John Raybould 

Sir. Isubel Allen, of the Policy Studies 
Institute, is correct to say in her new 
survey that unrealistic demands and a 
culture of complaint inspired by the 
Patient’s Charter were found to be 
causing stress and burn-out among 
nurses and doctors (report, April 22). 

When l was in the Addenbrookes 
Hospital, Cambridge, after a throm¬ 
bosis, the patient in the bed opposite 
me actually read the Patient’s Charter 
aloud when the nurses were around 
and tormented them for any delays or 
deviations. I thought rhe young nur¬ 
ses, short-lianded for much of the 
time, behaved magnificently and sto¬ 
ically under abominable provocation. 

Perhaps the clipboard-rating man¬ 
agers and unrealistic politicians 
should have a spell in a hospital bed to 
experience the “sharp end". If I had 
been a nurse on duty I would have 
been very tempted to give the barrack- 
room lawyer of a patient a good jab on 
his backside. 

Yours sincerely. 

JOHN RAYBOULD, 

3 Chestnut Court. High Street. 
Newport, Saffron W3lden, Essex. 
April 22. 


Letters for publication may 
be faxed to OI7I-7S2 5046. 


lesbian relationships. 

If our bishops speak out individ¬ 
ually they will be rubbished by the 
tabloid press and blackmailed by 
their fundamentalist clergy, who will 
threaten to withdraw funds. 

The present Bench of Bishops 
seems obsessed by the need to speak 
with one voice, whereas many of us 
know that on this and other subjects 
there is difference of opinion. Why 
wait until retirement to speak hon¬ 
estly and openly? 

Yours fatfhfullv. 

MALCOLM JOHNSON. 

Swan House, 43 Strawberry Vale. 
Twickenham, Middlesex. 

April 22. 

From the Reverend Alastair Thom 

Sir, The Archdeacon of Southwark ar¬ 
gues for gay “marriages" on the 
grounds that he would find celibacy 
difficult, i find it difficult to love my 
enemies, but I do not Therefore reject 
that teaching of Jesus for myself or for 
others. God’s law’s were given as a 
blessing, not a curse. 

Those who wish to abandon fhe 
Christian Scriptures should admit it 
and not seek to remain in authority 
within the Church. 

Yours faithfully. 

ALASTA1R G. THOM. 

Church House. 

Howes Close. Mountfield Road, N3. 
April 22. 

From Mr Timothy H. Jones 

Sir. Bishop Baker, the former Bishop 
of Salisbury, may be right to assert 
that there are some moral issues in 
human relationships where universal 
laws cannot be applied. That is pre¬ 
sumably why the House of Bishops in 
1991 stated, rather courageously in my 


based on Shaw’s play Pygmalion, but 
negotiated the highest royalty per¬ 
centage for it by agreeing to the out¬ 
rageous demand of the impresarios 
for a worldwide ban on performances 
of Shaw’s play — on stage, film, radio 
and television — so as to give the 
musical a clear run. 

The Shaw Society immediately 
formed a campaigning body, called 
the Not Bloody Likely Committee, to 
prevent the Copyright Act from being 
used in this way. Ensuing corres¬ 
pondence in The Times included anti¬ 
censorship letters from Allen Lane 
(December 4. 1956). E. M. Forster 
(December 7) and T. S. Eliot (Decem¬ 
ber 11). Graham Greene publicly 
announced his resignation from the 
Society of Authors in protest. 

As a result, a few amateur produc¬ 
tions of Pygmalion were then permit¬ 
ted; but die general professional ban 
— which the Society of Authors des¬ 
cribed euphemistically as a “form of 
traffic control" — persisted for ten 
years. 

Yours faithfully. 

BARBARA SMOKER 
(Secretary, The Shaw Society). 

51 Fatmfield Road. 

Downh3m. Bromley. Kent. 

April 22. 


help my brother, who might not have 
survived anyway, bur I am certain in 
my wish to try and help someone. 

Confidentiality is a central concern, 
bur recipients may contact donors to¬ 
tally confidentially through organisa¬ 
tions like che Anthony Nolan trust. 
How about some lottery money for 
them? 

My continuing blood donations 
aim, further, to support a service 
whose many hundreds of pines of 
blood made my brother’s last two 
years possible. Thankfully he now has 
a beautiful daughter, bom in Decem¬ 
ber — another testament to his 
strength. 

Yours faithfully. 

MARK BAILIE, 

7 Pine Grove. Ormskirk. Lancashire. 
April 21. 


Medical consent 

From Lord Ashbourne and 
Mr Gerard Wright, QC 

Sir, According to Dr R. H. Nicholson, 
Editor of the Bulletin of Medical 
Ethics (letter, April 10). the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Physicians and the Medical Re¬ 
search Council have promulgated 
guidelines “advising that medical 
research procedures which are of no 
benefit ra a subject who cannor con¬ 
sent to them may be performed pro¬ 
vided that they are of no more than 
minima) risk". In other words, child¬ 
ren, people who are mentally disabled 
and people in coma may be used as 
human guinea pigs. 

The law of this country is perfectly 
dear: research may only be carried 
out on a person unable to consent to it 
if the research will benefit the patient. 
This principle applies to the taking of 
blood or other DNA material from a 
child. A court will permit blood or 
DNA sampling only if it is in the inter¬ 
ests of the child to do so. 

Any doctor relying or? rhe guidelines 
quoted by Dr Nicholson is at risk of 
both criminal and civil proceedings. 
Yours etc. 

ASHBOURNE. 

GERARD WRIGHT, 

Alert (Against Legalised Euthanasia 
— Research and Teaching), 

27 Walpole Street, SW3. 

April II. 


opinion, that gay relationships are 
acceptable among the laity. 

However. I would venture to say 
that the bishop is unwise to suggest 
thar men and women who are practis¬ 
ing homosexuals should be admitted 
to the priesthood. This is an entirely 
different matter and is theologically 
and morally inconsistent on two 
levels. 

First, the office of priest is a public 
one and is exposed to an exceptionally 
high degree of public scrutiny. Sec¬ 
ondly, no matter how hard we try to 
accommodate the beliefs of the Les¬ 
bian and Gay Christian Movement — 
and try we must — the fact remains 
that the theological ideal represented 
in Scripture is overwhelmingly fo¬ 
cused on heterosexual partnerships as 
normative for society'. A priest, who is 
in a position of leadership and 
authority, is not in a position ro 
suggest otherwise in his or her 
relationships. 

The distinction between opposing 
the ordination to priesthood of prac¬ 
tising gays and lesbians and allowing 
same-sex relationships amongst the 
laity is an extremely uncomfortable 
compromise for both sides of this 
debate. On one side there are those 
who want a ban on all gay/lesbian 
sexual relations, whether among the 
priesthood or the (airy, and on the 
other side are those who want full 
equality for gay and lesbian priests. 

I believe, however, the compromise 
offered by the House of Bishops is pos¬ 
sibly the only way to avoid a cata¬ 
clysmic rift in the Church of England, 
beside which the ordination of women 
wall seem like a joyride. 

Yours sincerely. 

TIMOTHY H. JONES. 

25-3 Edina Place. Edinburgh. 

April 22. 


Charity scratchcards 

From Mr Mike Crouch 

Sir, It would appear that Camelot are 
having a problem selling their lottery 
scratchcards and are considering 
spending more money on their pro¬ 
motion (report. April 21). 

Having failed twice to obtain fund¬ 
ing from the National Lottery to sup¬ 
port our charity, one major source of 
income for us has been the sale of 
named scratchcards promoted locally 
by Littlewoods. 

May 1 therefore respectfully suggest 
that Camelor withdraw entirely from 
this form of fundraising, with no iden¬ 
tified target for their largesse, and 
leave this field to registered charities 
who work with promoters to raise ur¬ 
gently needed moneys for really 
worthwhile causes. At least people 
could choose what they support rather 
than all their moneys going into one 
large poL 

Yours faithfully, 

M. CROUCH (Trustee and 
Chairman of Fundraising), 

Ty Hafan, 

The Children’s Hospice in Wales, 
Hamard House, Cardiff Road. 

Barry. Vale of Glamorgan. 

April 22. 

From the Director General 
of Action Research 

Sir, You report today that Camelot do¬ 
nates 28p in the pound to charity. 

This is not true. The money goes to 
five groups of “good causes" one of 
which, the National Lottery Charities 
Board, receives just one fifth of that 
amount — ie. 5.6p in every pound. 

Government ministers, among 
others, may wish to perpetuate this 
confusion; but allocating money to 
make up for the shortfall in govern¬ 
ment spending on the arts, sport, heri¬ 
tage and the Millennium Fund would 
not be everybody's interpretation of 
charity. 

Yours faithfully, 

ANNE LUTHER. 

Director General. Action Research, 
Vincent House. 

Horsham. West Sussex. 

April 21. 


Victory anthem? 

From Mr Gerard Green 

Sir. Bolder than Westminster Abbey 
(letters. April 22 and 23), Norwich 
Cathedral have scheduled Blair in B 
minor for preelection Evensong on 
Sunday. April 27. Their confidence is 
shown by the choice of anthem at the 
same service: Alleluia: Who is this 
who comes in triumph? — Malcolm 
(not Jeffrey) Archer. 

Who needs the polls? 

Yours faithfully, 

GERARD GREEN. 

64 The Close. 

Norwich. Norfolk. 

April 23. 


One in the eye 

From Mr Robert A. Jacques 

Sir. The Independent Television Com¬ 
mission has issued a rebuke to the in¬ 
dependent television companies for 
the lack of intellectual stimulus in 
much of their programming (report, 
April 23j. In response to this criticism, 
the controller of network drama is 
quoted as being '’gobsmacked". 

I think I may liave spotted part of 
the problem here. 

Yours faithfully, 

R. A. JACQUES, 

Mimram House, Tewjn Water, 
Welwyn, Hertfordshire. 

April 23. 


‘Outrageous’ suppression of Shaw 












24 


THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 241997 


Forthcoming 



WINDSOR CASTLE 

April 23: The Ueuienant Governor 

af Ontario and Mr Weston were 

received by The Queen this 

morning. 

Her Majesty visited the pre- 
preparatury department of Si 
George's School. Windsor, this 
afternoon and was received by the 
Dean af Windsor (the Very Rev¬ 
erend Patrick Mitchelll anil the 
Headmaster (the Reverend Roger 
Marsh). 

The Queen opened ihe new wing 
and toured the department, es¬ 
corted by the Headmaster. 

Tile Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh gave a Dinner Party at 
which The Prince Edward and The 
Princess Margaret. Countess of 
Snowdon were present. 

The (inlawing were invited: His 
Excellency the High Commis¬ 
sioner for Australia, the Dean of 
Westminster and Mrs Wesley 
Carr. Sir David and Lady Hardy. 
Sir Anthony Dowell. Major Gen¬ 
eral and Mrs Michael Hobbs. 
Professor and Mrs Alec Broerc. 
Mr and Mrs Albert Sordino, the 
Reverend Canon and Mrs 
Laurence Gunner. Mr and Mrs 
Oliver Everett. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
April 23: The Duke of Vorfc. 
Patron, this evening gave a Recep¬ 
tion at Sunninghill Park in aid nf 
the Swordfish Heritage Trust. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
April 23; The Princess Royal, 
farron. Institute of Logistics, this 
afternoon jnended the !W7 Presi¬ 
dent's Luncheon at the Cafe Royaf. 
Regent Street. London Wl. 

Her Royal Highness. Patron. 
SENSE - the National Deafhlind 
and Rubella Association, later 
visited a group home at 17 John 
Street. Maidstone, and was re¬ 
ceived by Her Majesty's Lord- 
Lieufcnanr of Kent (the Lord 
Kingsdown KG). 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
April 23: Queen Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother was present this 
evening at a Reception given by the 
British Homneopathic Association 
at Barber-Surgeons Hall. 

Ladv Penn and Sir Alastair Aird 
w ere in auendattce. 

ST JAMES'S TALACE 

April 23: The Prince of Wales. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Prince of Wales, on behalf of 
The Queen, will hold an investi¬ 
ture at Cardiff Castle al 11.00. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as Presi¬ 
dent, will attend a luncheon fol¬ 
lowed by the annual meeting of 
King George's Fund for Sailors at 
the Mansion House, at 12.45. 
Prince Edward, as Trustee, the 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award, will 
attend the Royal Gala perfor¬ 
mance Miracles at ihe Albert Hall, 
at 7 JO. 

FYinccss Margaret, as Member nf 
the Court of Assistants or the 
Haberdashers' Company, will at¬ 
tend the company's golden lecture, 
to be delivered by the Bishop of 
London, at St Lawrence Jewry- 
next-Guildhall at 12.45. She will 
attend a luncheon afterwards at 
Goldsmith's Hall, at 1 JO. 

The Duke of Gloucester, as Patron 
of the Kensington Society, will 
anend the annual meeting at 23 
Kensington Square WS, at 6.15. 


Macmillan Cancer 
Relief 

The Prince of Wales has become 
patron of the national cancer 
charity that has now simplified its 
name lo Macmillan Cancer Relief. 
The Duchess of Kent has become 
president. 


President. King Edward's Hos¬ 
pital Fund lor London, this morn¬ 
ing chaired the Annual General 
Meeting at Cavendish Square. 
London W’i. 

Field Marshal Sir Peter Inge 
was received by His Royal High¬ 
ness this afternoon upon 
relinquishing his appointment as 
Chief of the Defence Staff. 

The Prince af Wales this evening 
attended a Conan by the Vienna 
Philharmonic Orchestra at the 
RovaJ Festival Half. London SEI. 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
April 23: The Princess Margaret. 
Countess of Snowdon. Grand 
President, St John Ambulance, this 
morning attended a Meeting of 
County Presidents and remained 
to luncheon at St John's Gate. 
Clerkenweil. London ECI. 

YORK HOUSE 

April 23: The Duke of Kent. Vice- 
Chairman. the British Overseas 
Trade Board, this morning opened 
a Britain Means Business 
Workshop on the 21)04 Olympics 
bid. at the BMW Pavilion. Victoria 
and Alfred Waterfront. Cape 
Town, and attended a presentation 
by the Airports Company at Cape 
Town International airport. 

His Royal Highness. President, 
the Royal National Lifeboat In¬ 
stitution, later met coxswains of 
the National Sen Rescue Institu¬ 
tion at the Victoria and Alfred 
lifeboat station, and attended a 
lunch given by Mr David Jack, 
Managing Director of the Victoria 
and Alfred WarerfnmL 

The Duke of Kent this afternoon 
met Mr Alec Erwin. Minister for 
Trade, and Mr Trevor Manuel. 
Minister for Finance, and later 
anended a performance of British 
and South African jazz musical the 
Nico Opera House. 

His Royal Highness this eve¬ 
ning anended a dinner Tor partid- 
pants in a Britain Means Business 
Finance Workshop, at the Mount 
Nelson Hotel. Cape Town. South 
Africa. 

THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
April 23: Princess Alexandra, pa¬ 
tron. accompanied by the Rt Hon 
Sir Angus Ogilvy. this evening 
attended a Reception given to 
mark the tenth anniversary of the 
Starlight Foundation at St James's 
Palace. London SWf. 


Luncheons 

Institute of Logistic* 

The Princess Royal. Patron of the 
institute of Logistics, was the guest 
of honour and speaker at the 
president's luncheon held yes¬ 
terday at the Cafe Royal and 
presented an Emeritus Fellowship 
in Sir Peter Thompson and an 
Honorary Fellowship to Professor 
Kumar Bhattacharyya. Mr David 
A. Quarmby. president, welcomed 
the guests. Mr Mike Burbage, 
chairman, and Dr Ian C. 
Canadine, director-general, also 
spoke. 

Royal Society of St George 
Mr Leslie Weller was trie guest 
speaker at a St George's Day 
luncheon of the Sussex branch of 
the Royal Society of St George held 
yesterday at Bailiffs Court. 
Qim ping. Colonel Ralph Bury 
presided. Mr Colin Ridgewll pro¬ 
posed the toast to England and Sr 
George and Mr Victor Parrish also 
spoke. 

St George's Day Club 
The Earl of Snowdon and Vfce- 
Admiral Sir James WeaiheralL 
Marshal of the Diplomatic Carps, 
were the principal gutais at the 
annual luncheon of the St George'S 
Day Club held yesterday at 
Groswrvir House. Air Vice-Mar¬ 
shal G.C. Lamb, president, pre¬ 
sided. During the luncheon. Mr 
John Beveridge accepted ihe club's 
True Englishman trophy on behalf 
of Mr Steve Redgrave, the Olym¬ 
pic oarsman. 


marriages 

Mr GAJ. Reardon Smith 
and Miss AJ. Rowe 
The engagement is announced 
between Giles, second son of Sir 
William Reardon Smith. Bt, and 
Lady Reardon Smith, of 
Southwark, and Janie, second 
daughter nf Mr and Mrs Charles 
Rowe, of Lirtie Thurlow, Suffolk. 
Mr D.M. Baker 
and Dr R£.M. Barman 
The engagement is announced 
between David, only son of 
Professor and Mrs R. Baker, of 
Hampstead Garden Suburb, 
London, and Rachel, elder daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs S.R. Burman, of 
Newbury. Berkshire. 

Dr S.C-L. Clark 
and Miss NJ. Meredith 
The engagement is announced 
between Stephen, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Philip Lane Clark, of 
Church St return, Shropshire, and 
Naomi, elder daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Roger Meredith, of Cold 
Overton. Leicestershire. 

Mr NA F tann 
and Dr J.C.U. Roberts 
The engagement Ls announced 
between Nicholas, son of Mr and 
Mm Colin Flann. of Bere Regis. 
Dorset, and Juliet, daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Christopher Roberts, of 
Guildford. Surrey. 

Mr \.R. Holman 
and Miss \l. Earl 
The engagement Ls announced 
beta-ten Nicholas, son of HLs 
Honour Judge Holman and Mrs 
Susan Holman. MBE. of 
WilmsIfTw. Cheshire, and Mary, 
daughter of Dr and Mrs Derek E. 
Earl, of Kingsbridge. Devon. 

Mr D.P. Howden 
and Miss FJ. Ruhmer 
The engagement is announced 
between David. son or the late Mr 
Philip Howden and of Mrs Wendy 
Johnston, and Fiona, elder daugh¬ 
ter of Mr Klaus Ruhmer and Mrs 
Elizabeth Rohmer. 

Mr E.W.G. Nicholson 
and Miss PJ.C. Bayntun-Caward 
The engagement js announced 
between Edward, younger son of 
Colonel David Nichalson. of 
Marlborough, and Mrs Dawn 
Nicholson. of Newton Stacey, 
Hampshire, and Folly, younger 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Hylton 
Bayntun-Coward. of Dunkcrton, 
Bath. 

Mr GJ. Palmer 
and Miss Z.G Phayre-Mudge 
The engagement is announced 
between Giles, son of Mr and Mrs 
George Palmer, of Bristol, and 
Z6e, daughter of the hue Mr 
Michael Phayre-Mudge and of 
Mr>' Christopher Devas. of 
Shaftesbury, Doiskl 


The Royal College 
of Paediatrics 
and Child Health 

The Princess Royal addressed a 
plenary session of the Royal ColL 
ege oif Paediatrics and Cltild 
Health and presented certificates 
to five honorary fellows at the first 
meeting hekf on April 15-18, at 
York University. During the meet¬ 
ing Professor David Baum suc¬ 
ceeded Professor Sir Roy Meadow 
as President and the following 
were elected officers: Professor 
Richard Cooke. Vice President: Dr 
Aidan Marfa rlane, Health Ser¬ 
vices; Dr Martin Bructon. Higher 
Specialist Training; Dr Janet 
Anderson. General Professional 
Training; Dr Sheila Shribman, 
Continuing Medical Education; 
Dr Tom Turner. Scotland; Dr 
Andrew Wilkinson (acting) Chair¬ 
man of the Academic Board. Dr 
Keith Dodd was re-elected for a 
further term of office as Honorary 
Secretary. Professor Sir Leslie 
Turnberg was the guest of honour 
at the annual dinner held on April 
17 at York Racecourse. 


Legal appointment 

Mr Richard Henry Bond to be a 
Circuit Judge, assigned to the 
Western Circuit. 


DAVID CHESKK 



Spymasters Frederick Forsyth, the author, left and Oleg Gordievsky, late of the KGB, 
at a Foyle's literary luncheon held yesterday in London in honour of Mr Forsyth 


Dinners 


Royal Society of St George 
Mrs Pauline Halliday. Chairman 
of the Council of ihe City of London 
branch of the Royal Society of St 
George, accompanied by Mr Peier 
Halliday. presided at the St 
George's Day celebration dinner 
held Iasi niglil at Guildhall. 

Sir Lawrence Vemey. Recorder 
of London. Mr Christopher Frazer 
who proposed the toast to England 
and St George, and the Rev Basil 
Watson also spoke. .Among others 

resent were: 

lie Ambassador of Macedonia and 
Mrs Nikovska. the Master of the 
Guild of Freemen and Lady Grand, 
the President of the Citv Livery Club 
and Lady Lvgo. the chief Commoner 
and Mrs Bramwell, Ihe Dean of Si 
Paul's, the President of the United 
Wards Club. Mr Alderman Gann 
Arthur. Mr Alderman and Mrs 
Anthem' Bull. Mr Aiderman and Mrs 
Richard Aeuttcr. the Remembrancer 
and Mrs Barnes, the Upper Bailiff of 
the Weavers* Company, trie Master of 
the Farriers' Company and Mrs 
Barker, the Chairman of lire 
International Committee of Fund 
Raising far the Red Cross. Mr and 
Mrs Kent Durr. Mrs Sara Jones. Mr D 
Keoghane. the Chairman of the 


Society of Young Freemen. Dr John 
Stephens. Miss Carole Blacksbew. 
Miss Caroline Stirling. Miss Sharon 
Griffin, Members at the Court of 
Common Council and members o( 
the society and their guests. 

Society of Chemical Industry 
Mr Ken Minton. President of the 
Society of Chemical Industry, with 
Mr Richard Denver, general sec¬ 
retary. and Dr Robin Paul, Chair¬ 
man of Albright and Wilson, 
accompanied by tiieir ladies, re¬ 
ceived the guests at a dinner held 
last night at the Hotel 
InterContinental. 

During the dinner Mr Minion 
presented Sir Ronald Hampel. 
Chairman of 1C I. with the society's 
Centenary Medal. Sir Ronald and 
Sir David Harrison, a vice-presi¬ 
dent. also spoke. Among others 
present were: 

The chairman of the society's 
International governing council, 
past presidents of the societv. 
representatives of British and 
European trade and professional 
association, leaders of some of the 
world's major chemical companies, 
financial Institutions and iheTUC. 


Foundation for Science 
and Technology 

Lord Buneruortb. Chairman of 
the Council of the Foundation for 
Science and Technlosy. presided at 
a lecture and dinner discussion 
held last night a; the Royal Society. 
Sir Roberr'WUson. FRS. Mr lain 
Green and Mr James V. 
Zimmerman were the sprakers. 


Service dinner 

H\fS President RNVR 
Vice-Admiral Sir John Co.\ was the 
principal guest and speaker at the 
annual reunion dinner of the 
HMS President RNVR and R\R 
Retired Officers' Association held 
last night onboard HMS President 
by permission of the Commanding 
Officer. Captain A.H. Spratr- 
Kerswill president of the associ¬ 
ation. received the guests. 
Commander J.G.X.T. Cusneo. 
chairman, presided. 


Birthdays today 

Princess Alexandra and ffte Hon 
Sir Angus Ogilvy celebrate the 
34th anniversary of their marriage 
today. 

Sir Bernard Audley, founder. AGB 
Research. 73; Mr Edward Bonnor- 
Maurice. Chairman. British Horse 
Society. W: Mr Ralph Brown, 
sculptor. W: Reid Marshal Lord 
Carver. 82; Mr Charlie Chester, 
comedian and radio personality, 
S3: Mr J.E.H. Collins, former 
chairman. Guardian Royal Ex¬ 
change Assurance Group. 74: Mr 
Justice Cresswdl. 53; the Earl of 
Eldon, bO; Sir Clement Freud, 
former MP and writer, 73; Dame 
Helen Gardiner, former chief 
clerk. Private Secretary's Office. 
Buckingham Palace. 96; Mr Jean 
Paul Gaultier, fashion designer, 
45k Mr John Harvey, former MP. 
77; Mr Fred HeddeU. chief exec¬ 
utive. Mencap. 52: Mr Richard 
Jarman, general director. Scottish 
Opera, 48; Miss Shirley MacLaine, 
actress. 63: Mr Alex Murphy, 
rugby league manager. 58: Sir 
Hugh Part former High Court 
judge. 87; Mr Stuart Fearce, foot¬ 
baller. 35: Mr Joseph Rank, former 
honorary president. Ranks Hovis 
McDougall. 79; Miss Bridget 
Riley, artist 66: the Rev Geoffrey 
H. Roper. General Secretary of the 
Free Church Federal Council. 57; 
Mr Christopher Spence, founder 
and honorary president. London 
Lighthouse, and his twin brother, 
Peter, screenwriter. 53: Miss 
Barbra Streisand, singer and ac¬ 
tress, 55; Lieutenant-Colonel Stu¬ 
art Townend. rounder. Hill House 
International Junior school. 88: 
Mr John Williams, guitarist. 56. 


School news 

Aigfan College 

Term began on April 22. School 
guardian is Luis Bercnbau. The 
Round Square Regional Con¬ 
ference at Aiglon is from May $-12. 
Parents' Weekend is May 23-26. 
Sports Day is on June 2S. Term 
concludes with the Graduation 
ceremony on July 5. 

Dean Close SthooL Cheltenham 
The Trinity Term begins today. 
William Kinder is Captain of 
Cricket and Rachel Rank is Cap¬ 
tain of Girls'Tennis There will be 
an Open Day on May 3. Priae 
Giving and the official opening of 
the new Flecker Library will be on 
May 24. at which the Guest of 
Honour will be the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. The Service of 
Commemoration of Benefactors on 
May 25. at which the Preacher will 
be rhe Rev Dr .Alan M unden. will 
particularly remember the 150th 
Anniversary of the birth of Francis 
Close. Music for a Summer Eve¬ 
ning is on June 14 and the Chapel 
Chair will contribute to Dream of 
Gerontins at Cheltenham Town 
Hall on June l. The Leavers' 
Service and Reception will be on 
June 25 and term ends on July 4. 
The OD Gaudy will be on July 5. 


Anthony Hopkins 

A celeb rati on of the life and work 
of Anthony Hopkins will be held m 
the Library of the Royal College of 
Physicians of London. II St An¬ 
drews Place. Regent's Kirk. London 
NWf, on Wednesday. May 28. at 
6.00pm. Further information may 
be obtained from the Secretary. 


Sir Victor Pritchett 
CH, CBE 

Ladv- Pritchett and her family wish 
to thank all those who have sent 
them such comforting letters at 
this very sad rime. There are la r 
too many to answer personally. 
There will be no Memorial Service, 
in accordance with A SP's own 
wishes. 


Labour Finance & 
Industry Group 

Mrs Margaret Beckett was the 
speaker ar the 25th Anniversary of 
the establishment of the Labour 
Finance & Industry Group held 
yesterday at the Institution of Civil 
"Engineers. Dr Peter Slows pre¬ 
sided and Sir Sigmund Sremhere. 
a founder member, also spoke. 


Latest wills 


James Eric Brunelow. of 
Prestatyn, Flintshire, [eft estate 
valued at £1.140.353 net. 

Among other bequests he left £t .500 
to Prestatyn Constitutional Club for 
expenditure in the billiard room bar 


night approximately 12 months 
alierhlsdeaihitand L3.000 to Trinity 
Methodist Church Guild of 
Prestatyn. Clwyd. 

Hermine Antonia Maria Donner, 
of Sandal. Wakefield. West York¬ 
shire. left esrare valued at 
El.787,223 net. 

Una Winifred Smith, of South 
Nuffield. Surrey, left estate valued 
ai EIJS11.437 net. 

She left the proceeds vtthe «leof her 

f ropeny to the National Trust and 
Igni for Sight. 


Memorial 

services 


Lord CheJmcr 

Lord Bravbrwke. Lord-Lieutenant 
of Essex attended a senTO? of 
thankseMna for the life of Lonl 
Chelmer held yesterday m 
Chelmsford Cathedral, '-anon 
Timothv Thompson, acting pro¬ 
vost- officiated Mr Brian Edwards 
and Mr David Edwards, brouters, 
read the lessons. 

Lord Plummer of Si Marylebone 
and Colonel Richard Gosling. 
Essex Yeomanry. gave addresses. 
The Bishop of Chelmsford pro¬ 
nounced ihe blessing. .Among oth¬ 
ers present were: 

Lath Cfteimer 'widow), the Hon 
Rotifn and Mrs Edwards iwn and 
daughw-Jn-lawi. Mr and Mrs Paul 
M ami am rerandchlldrun). Mrs 
Brian Edwards. Mrs David tdwaros 
and Mrs Jack Edwards (>L*tens-ln- 
lawi and other members or the 
familv. friends and representatives 
of the Essex Yeomanry. 

Sir John Wordie 
A service of thanksgiving tor the 
Hie of Sir John Stewart Wordie. 
former chairman of the Burnham 
Committee and Master of the 
Salters' Company, was held yes¬ 
terday at Sr Giles Cripplegate. The 
Archdeacon of Oxford officiated, 
assisted bv the Rex David Coulton. 
Chaplain'of Radley College, and 
the Rev Dav id Rhodes. Rector of St 
Giles. 

Mr Peter Wordie. brother, read 
the lesson anti Mr .Alan Wordie. 
son. read In the Highlands by 
Robert Louis Stevenson. Sir Wil¬ 
liam Harding gave an address. 
Amona others present were: 

Ladv w'ard/e midtmi. Mr and M re 
janile Wordie. Mr and Mrs Nicholas 
Wordie and Mr and Mrs Andrew 
Wordie (sons and daughters-in-law). 
Mrs Alan Wordie idaughter-in-law). 
Mr and Mrs George Wordie (brother 
and sLster-in-law i. Mr and Mrs Peter 
Clarf-e (brotheoin-law and si'lerj 
Mrs Alison siancer isisten. Mrs 
Peter Wordie isister-in-iawi. Mr and 
Mrs David Home ibrother-in-law 
and slster-ln-law) and other 
members of the familv with friends 
and represemaoves of Sir John's 
business associations. 

Mr and Mrs Michael Belmont 
A service of thanksgiving fur the 
life and work of Mr Michael 
Belmonr. stockbroker, and Mrs 
Virgina Belmont was held yes¬ 
terday arSi Raul'S. Knighrsbridge. 
The Rev Christopher 'Counauld 
officiated. Mr Piers Belmont, son. 
and Mr Nicholas Hildyard. 
nephew, read the lessons. Miss Jill 
Balcon read from T.S. Elior's East 
Coker, lord Kinders ley gave an 
address. Among others present 
were: 

Mr Anthonv Belmonr (son), Mr and 
Mrs Richard Ford ison-in-law and 
daughter). Mrs Piers Belmont 
i daughter-in- la wl. Edwina Belmont 
icranddaughtert. Mr Robert 
Belmont (brother). Mrs Jacqueline 
Hildyard isisten. Dr and Mrs 
Marshall tbrother-ln-lawand stsrerl. 
Mrs Harrith Belmonr. Mrs Nicholas 
Hildsard and other members of the 

*lud!th Countess Bathurst. Lady 
Kindenley. Lord Glendyne. Lord 


—. .-..- Dougk, 

Hurd. Lord ar.d Lady Rerovlck. the 
Hon Sir Angus ogilvy. the Hon 
Thomas and Mrs Hazlertee. the Hon 
Mrs Mason, the Hon Mrs Edward 
Lelgh-Armberton. Major and the 


Hi n Mrs Mart: Fleming, the Hon 
Robm Penison-Pender.ineHanMis 
5 slwphanl. the Hon charies ceeU. 

Hon Mis Crispin Gascoigne; the 
Hon Robin and Mrs Warrender. the 
Hon Lady Dent, the Hon Anna 
Kindersley. the Hon John HarbonJ- 

H 'slr David Kinloch. Lady Mountain, 
Ladv Le Merchant, Fiona lady 
Rastti. Sir Archibald Birkmyra Scr 
Ian and Ladv Ley. Mr Edwart^FortL 
sir peter Cazalet. Sir Rhhaid 
Richardson. sir pairtcRSerpeant, Mr 
and ihe Hon Mrs Alan Tyser. Mr and 
the Hon Mrs Jonathan fataw. 

Mr G.iv hindejsitt. Mrs Marram 
Kindersfev. Mr and Mts Christian 
Kjnderslev" Mr Robin Holland- 
Martin. Mr Dwerrehouse. Mr 
Patrick Marshall. Mr Jamie 
emotenden. Capiatn and Mrs C 
Radclvffe. Mr and Mrs Stuart 
Wilirrioii. Mr Andrew- Fellden. MrLR 
Rolfc. Mr John Paynter., Mr and Mts 
David wentwonh-Stanley. Mr and 
Mrs Henry Forbes. Colonel and Mrs 
Tom Half. Mr lain Pjlklngton. Mr 
and Mts David Acland. Mr and Mrs 
Julian Cazalet. Mr John Wedgwood, 
Mr D JCmdersley. Mr Nicholas 
Fonescue. Mr Michael Todhunter. 
Mr and Mrs M K Henderson. Mr 
Bernard cazenove. 

Mr Benjamin wrey. Major and Mrs 
r p cooper. Mr Ale* Scon-Barmt. 
Mm David FauiKner^Mr Michael 
Cooper. Mr and Mts Peter Johnson, 
Mr and Mm Michael Cave. Mm M 
Appleton. Mr Luke Ponsonby. Mr 
and Mm John Henderson. Mis 
Michael Allsopp. Mr Godfrey 
Chandler. Mr Christopher Paioier- 
TomJdnson. Mrs Petet Adams. Mis 
Berts* Kenvvard. Mr Christopher 
Gladstone. Mr and Mm John Green, 
Mrs L Booth-Jones. Mr and Mis 
Anthony Forbes. Mm John Gough, 
Mm Barbara Gtimour. Mr John 
RussefL Mrs Ferer Stoddart. MR 
Charles Parker. 

Mr RJrharri westmacon. Mr and 
Mm A Coombe-TennanL Ms Sara 
MacDonald. Mr Roland Shaw. Mr 
David Siaughion. Mr Peter 
Durlacher. Mts Susan Black-wood. 
Mrs Mervvn Bourdillon. Mr 
Edmund Vestey, Mr John Hughes- 
Reckjti. Mm Ptfier Munster. Mr and 
Mm David D'Ambrumenlt. Mr and 
Mrs Justin Cadbury. Mr and Mrs 
□avid New binding. Mr and Mrs 
Rudolph Agnew. Mm Munro S paghL 
Mr John Boden. Mr and Mm Perer 
Bond. Mr and Mrs John de Courcy 
Ung. Mr Anthony Malllnson. Mr J 
Howard Macdonald. 

Mr Mark Loved a v (senior partner. 
Cazenove and Company! with past 
and present members ot staff: Mr 
John Kemp-welch fchairman. 
London Stock Exchangei and Mm 
Kemp-Welch. Mr Anthony Gore 
Brown (Grelg Middietoni. Mr Patnck 
Mliford-SJaUe (CJJve Discount 
Company) and Mrs Miiford-Slade. 
Mr w F w Bischoff ischmdem! and 
Mrs Bischoff. Mr Martin J D Roberts 
(Slaughter & May). Mr Andrew 
Bengough (Alii Insurance servicol. 
Mr Jonathan Charlton [Norton 
Rase). Mr Grant Cochrane. Mr Joe 
Darby and Mr Louis Smith (Lasmo). 
Mr Stanislas Yassukovlch tFlewech), 
Mr Jamie Judd (chairman. Walter 
Judd). Captain David Woodd 
(representing the Colonel. King's 
Royal Hussars) and Mrs woodd. 

Mr William Righfer 
A service of thanksgiving for the 
life of Mr William (Bill) Rjghter. 
Reader Eroerirus in English and 
Comparative Literature ai War¬ 
wick University, was held yes¬ 
terday at the Temple Church. 
Canon Joseph Robinson. Master of 
the Temple officiated and read the 
lesson. 

Mrs Cynthia Kee read from 
Shakespeare's Sonnef Ub. Vioomte 
Edgar de Bresson read from T. S. 
EliotTs East Coker and Lady Hale 
read from Sliakespeare's The Mer¬ 
chant of Venice. Father Cyril 
Barren. SJ, gave an address. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS; William the SilenL 
Prince of Orange. Nassau. 1535: 
Edmund Cartwright, pioneer of 
the power loom, Mamham. Not¬ 
tinghamshire. 1743; Anthony Trol¬ 
lope. novelist, London. 1815; R.M. 
Ballantyne. novelist, Edinburgh, 
IS25; Henri Philippe Petain. Chief 
of State of the Vidiy Government 
1040-1-1. Cauchy-ti-ia-Tour. 1856; 
Sir Stafford Cripps. statesman, 
London. IS8ti; William Joyce (Lord 
Haw-Haw), traitor. Brwklyn. 
IdOb. 

DEATHS: Daniel Defoe, author 
and adventurer. London. 1731: 
Marie Taglkmi. ballerina. Mar¬ 
seilles. I8S4: Justin McCarthy, 
novelist and historian. Rilkes tone. 
1612; Gerhard Dotnagk. bacteriol¬ 
ogist. Nobel laureate 1939. 
Burgberg, Germany. 1664; the 
Duchess of Windsor. Paris. 1986. 
Mary Queen of Scots married the 
Dauphin of France, 1558. 

The Dutiv Express was first pub¬ 
lished. 1900. 

Sweet rationing ended. 1949. 


Church news 

Appointments 

The Rev Peter Hayward. Vicar. 
Hotham. held in plurality w North 
Cave w Cliffe: to be Priest-in¬ 
charge. Newbald (York). 

The Rev Christopher Jage-Bowler. 
Assistant Chaplain of St George's. 
Berlin: to be Chaplain. St 
George's, Berlin. Germany 
(Europe). 

The Rev Michael Johnson. Vicar. 
St John the Baptist and St Helen. 
Wroughton: to be also Rural Dean 
of Wroughton (Bristol). 

The Rev Dr Martin Kitchen. 
Canon Residentiary of Southwark 
Cathedral and Coordinator of 
Training (Southwark): to be 
Residentiary Canon of Durham 
Cathedral (Durham). 

The Rev Colin Lingard. Priest-in- 
charge, Middfeton-Sc George 
(Durham): to he Rector of that 
benefice. 

The Rev Julian Parker. Curate, 
Gillingham Team Ministry: to be 
Vicar, North Bradley. Soulhwidt 
and Heywood (Salisbury). 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


iRAUU: Ul/1 4S1 191 

FAX: 0171 481 93! 


"Good?", said lesuft. "Whi do 
yon ask me about Uui? One 
alonA h good. Bat U ytm 
wish to enter Into Lite, keep 
the com me n d monte. Mat¬ 
thew 19 : 17 


BIRTHS 


BATHURST - On April 22nd 
1997, to Amanda (nee Holt) 
and Charles, a daughter, 
I an the Elisabeth Sophie, a 
sister tor Theophfltts. 

COOPER - On April 22nd In 
Warwick, to Maxine (nde 
Rudd) and Craig, a beautiful 
son, Adam Janies Romos. 

DOHERTY - On 16th April 
1997 at The Portland 
Hospital, to Patrick and 
Evelyn, a son, fames Conor 
David. 

DOUGHERTY - On April 19th at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Tara (n<e Cryan) and 
William, a eon. Matthew J, a 
mother for Wtil and Jack. 

FOBD/ABSCOTT ■ On 23rd 
April, to Tamsln and David, 
at Nottingham, a son George 
Pvyn, brother for Lacy. 

GUAM - On April 19th at The 
Portland Hospital, to Marie 
(nde McLeod) and Andy, a 
son, Kyle, a mother for Josh. 
Natasha and Luke. 

JACKSON - On ISth April, Is 
Amalia Cn4c Slade) and 
Matthew, a son. Lake George 
Buckley, a brother for 
Brontk. 

JASIMSKI - On April 21st In 
Paris, to Katharine (nee 
Agnsir) and Pierre, a 
daughter, Alice Emily, a 
starter for Saakla. 

KEMOHICK - On April 19th u 
CMstoek Hospital. Salisbury, 
to Chrolyn (n4e Duff) *nd 
David, a son, William. 

KMGHORM - On April 16th at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Judith Cnee Sample) and 
Jeremy, a daughter, Arabella, 
brother for Mariaiflida. 

LARCOMBE - On 21st April, to 
Terri and James, a boh, OUnr 
James, a brother for Emma 
and lane. 

L£TCt&t-On April 13th 1997, 
to Peregrine and Elahw Catfe 
Webb), a son. James Henry, a 
welcome brother for &uah- 
Jaoe and Eleanor. 

PHVCHAROERIYDS - On April 
20th at The Portland 
Hospital. London, to Quana 
and Pom, a daughter. Prim. 

POWEU - On 18 Lb April, to 
Jane (ado Smart) and James, 
u daughter. Poppy Boss 
Elliott, a slater for LHy. 


BIRTHS 


RUST - On April 13th 1997 at 
The Portland Hospital to 
Farrala and Eric a daughter - 
Sophie. A sister for Bicbard 
and Jessica. 

SOWER8UTTS - On April 18th 
at The Portland Hospital, to 
Julia <nde Josephs) and 
Kerin, a daughter, Cxesslda 
Claire Chelsea. A sister for 
Joe, Then and Troy - ot last! 

THCKOO - On April 19th at The 
Portland Hospital, to Lama 
t»rfe Palumbo) and Neel, a 
daughter. Lydia Rose. 

TOPETT - On 15th April at 
Queen Charlotte's Hospital, 
to Sarah (nde Griffiths) and 
Xtarid, a son, James Henry 
David. 

TYSON - On April 19th. 1997, 
in Grand Cayman, to Anna 
Cnee Elvetson) and Andrew, 
a son, Janies Henry 
CampbelL 

WOOOHOUSE-- On April 6th. to 
Camilla (nee Douglass) .mi 
Andrew, a daughter, Isabel 
Amelia Dooniase, sister for 
OUvia. 


DEATHS 


BENGOUGH - Mortal. Widow of 
Humphrey, motlmr of Angna 
and Duncan. On April 22od 
1997 after a toIL Service 
Saturday 2dib April at 
2J30pm All Saints Church. 
Sm&llrldge, Axmlnster. No 
Etowers. 

BLOCK - On April 22nd 1997. 
very peacefully, surrounded 
by loving care at Mveshlll 
Nursing Home, Wood bridge, 
Suffolk, Margaret Elisabeth 
in her S3 id year, very tor 
wife and companion for 57 
yum of BUI, devoted Brother 
of and loved by the late Lta 
end by Juliet, Trie I a and 
Anita and her sons-ln-law. 
Beloved granny and groat- 
granny of her eleven 
grandchildren and rwo great¬ 
grandchildren. Funeral 
Service at St Andrew’s 
Church, Hasketon on 
Monday April 28 th at 12 
noon followed by private 
cremation. Family Flowers 
only, but donations if 
desired mad* payable to St 
Andrew's Church eJo 
Farthing,, singleton a 
Hastings, 650. Waadbrtdge 
Read, Ipswich. M 4PW, 


DEATHS 


BREWER - On April 20th 1997 
of Cedi Street, Lythom St 
Annas, Irene Adelaide aged 
96 yeaw. The dearly loved 
mother of Dorothy. Former 
Matron of caevedon House 
of Hkley. Further enquiries 
to M. RawcUCfe F/D. tel: 
Lytham (01253) 735269. 


d-ADHEMAR de LABAUHE - 
Elisabeth, in Washington 
D.C. on 21st April 1997. 
after a long Olness borne 
srlth great fortitude. Beloved 
wife of David and mother of 
George, Charles and Nino 
and much loved daughter of 
Evelyn de Loynes, twin 
sister of Julia and sister of 
Andrea and Stephen and 
aunt to all their cUMns 
Funeral and burial at the 
Church of AH Saints, Great 
Chesteriord, Saffron Waldon, 
on Wednesday 30th April at 
IIJO am for family and 
rrlends. Flowers to H. 
P eangood & Son, Saffron 
Walden and/or concrihattaint 
to All Saints Church. 


DODSWOHTH - Emeu John Of 
Great Malvern. 

Worcesters hire, on 22nd 

S rO aged 82 years. Sadly 
ssed by all the family. 
Service at Worcester 
Crematorium on Wednesday 
30th April at 2 pat. 
Donations to Malvern 
Community Hospital Treat 
Fund, Malvern Community 
Hospital, Lansdowm 
Crescent, Malvern, Wore* 
WR14 2AW. 


HTZPATR1CK • Air Commodore 
DbvM Beatty CB QBE AFC" 
PBMetS MBAeS FBIM HAF 
(rat'd). Husband of the late 
Kathleen Vary "Mike” "TQjj. 
Nan". father of Chiqulta 
Anne, beloved "Bhh»” lo 
Claire and David. Died 
peacefully at home 19th 
April 1997. AU enquiries and 
any donations arflaevn c/o 
cm. Luff and Partners Ltd, 
84 Lion Lone. Haslemere, 
GH27 1JH (61428) 643524. 
DonaiJona If deefaud to BAF 
Benevolent Fund and 
Macmillan Service, 
Mldhant, West Sussex. 


FORMAN - George Donald aged 
69, beloved husband of 
Hilda and a devoted father 
and grandfather, suddenly 
on the golf couth Friday 
18U» AprSL Chief Electrical 
Engineering Manager at 
Tlmec Newspapers until his 
retirement In December 
1987. Funeral 12 noon 
Friday 26th April at St Mary 
the Virgin and All Saints 
Church. The Walk. Port*** 
Bat, Herts. Flowers to 
Nethereotts Funeral 
Directors. Darkes Lane. 
Potters Bar. 

GAMMON - Reg HWA EOT 
passed peacefully away at 
The Rosary Nursing Home, 
Bridgwater, Somerset, an 
April 22nd 1997 aged 103- 
Beloved husband of the late 
Betty, lather of Petwr and 
Gordon. He wOl be much 
missed by hb fam&y and 
many friends. Funeral 
Service to be held at Abbott 
Church an Thursday May 1st 
at 2.30 pm followed by 
interment. Family flower* 
only. Donations if deslxsd 
for Guide Dogs far the Blind 
may be left at the Church or 
sent to Grandfleld ft Son 
Funeral Directors, Krthor 
Slavey, Somerset. 

GARDNER - Marten Emily 
(Meg) on 22nd April 1997. 
peacefully ar home *SlrtB8' 
tn her 91st year. A valued 
and true friend and 
Godmother. Funera l, at 
U2Qpm on 29th April 1997, 

Worthing Crematorium. 

Enquiries to BJ). Tribe, 
Worthing, tel: (01903) 
234616. 

GIBBINS - Phyllis Mary, 
formerly of Cleeve Eull, 
Cheltenham, peacefully « 
April 21st 1997. WWow of 
To* and much loved a»Hl« 
of Christopher. Service « St 
Mary's Church, Charlton 
Kings, Cheltenham, on 
Tuesday 29th April at 
10.45am. Funeral Director. 
Selim Smith & Co, (01242) 
525383. 

GU5SH1AN - Boris William 
aged 63 on 18th April 1997 
peacefully In hospital after 
a long illness. Very dear 
husband Of valeric, devoted 
father of Robert. Pandy and 
Sara and a loving 
grandfather Funeral Service 
ar Wood vale Crematorium, 
Lewes Road, Brighton, 
Monday 28th April at 3 pm. 
Family fl*»w«ts only. 


KEWSON- Peacefully on 19th 
April 1997. jean Una. Eldest 
daughter of the lata Ll CoL 
GJL and Mrs Unity ftdutsum 
of Winchester. Mother of 
Thomas. Funeral Service at 
St John’s Chapel, The 
Broadway, Winchester on 
Tuesday 29th April at 2 pm. 
Flowers and enquiries to JPol 
Steal A San, Chestl House, 
Winchester (01962 
344044). 


KNAPP - Peacefully on April 
21st 1997 KJL (Dick) aged 
89 years, husband of the lata 
Mergant, fitther eT Mtohari, 
Robert end Peter. Funeral 
Service at Kettering 
Crematorium an Wednesday 
April 30th at 3 pm. All 
flowers please to Phillips 
Family Funeral Service, 25 
Princes Street. Kettering, 
Northaats. 


Doctor David Steel 
Lewes: on 21st April 1997, 
peacefully, at his borne in 
Bedford, Knight of St 
Lararas and Healer of the 
Sick. Dsarty loved husband 
of Daphne, loving father of 
Joanna. Gtany. Jane, Bryony 
and John; dearest 
graadjEacber and mentor of 
Amanda, Emily, David, 
Georgia and Christina 
Daphne, great-grandfather 
of Tharlya Rose. Funeral 
Service takes place at St 
Peter's Church, Pavenham, 
oa Saturday 2dfh April at 
3pm. Ferally and friends 
welcome to the service. 
Family flower* only, please, 
bat if dashed, donations for 
Doctor len Cooper, The 
Bedford Heart Fuad, may be 
Sent to Arnolds Funeral 
Service, Raff Avenue, 
Bedford MZ4I 7TE. tel: 
(01234) 389529. 


LEWIS - Frances Merriman 
(n#e Cooper); widow Of the 
late Oswald Lewis. Much 
loved mother of Peter and 
Diana, grandmother end 
meat grandmother on April 
21 st peacefully at Sunoa 
Manor Nursing Home, aged 
96. Funeral on WednoedaT 
April 30th at 230pm, at St 
Mary the Less, Chl lba Ua n , 
Hampshire. 


MAXEY - Laura Joan H.VA. on 
Saturday April 19th 1997 fu 
Epsom Hospital after a short 
Alness. She wfll be much 
missed by her many friends. 
Service at Randalls Park 
Crematorium. Randalls Road. 
Leather head, on Tuesday 
April 29th at 1.30 pm. 
Family flowers only. 
Donations if wished to 
Epsom Ewell and District 
Centre of Tbe National Trust 
c/o and enonlrira to Aft E 
Longhorn, tat (0181) 393- 
1077. 


MERCHANT • William 
Moolwyn, Professor and 
retired PMeet. peac e fully On 
22nd April 1997 aged S3 
yearn. Dearly loved husband 
of Lynne, father of Christina 
and Paul end grandfather to 
Helena, Owain and Luke. 
Funeral Service at The Mid- 
Wanricksbbe Crematorium, 
Oakley Wood, nr. 
Leamington Spa on Monday 
28Lb April at 12.30 pm. 
Family flowers only but If 
desired donations may be 
sent to Arden House 
Residential Home, c/o H.J. 
Dawson Funeral Qbvctoa, 
22 George Street, 
Spa. A Service of 


Leamtaguo Spa. A Service of 
Thaaksgfvlivg for his Ufa and 
work will be anno uncod at a 




MOORE * Leslie Ruth on 
Monday 7th April In London. 
Daughter af the late Julian J 
Buxglel and tbe late Ruth 
Burglel of Massachusetts 
and deter of Jonathan, 
Julian and Lori BuxgieL 
win be held 


PEARCE - Patrick Ronald 
F1UCS FJA5 FI ARB died 
peacefully at home on 

Tuesday 22nd April 1997 
loving husband of Join 
Helen and beloved father of 
Christopher, Andrew and 
FhUlp and much loved 
Grandfather of WHftam and 
Hugh, he will be sadly 
missed by all the family. 
Service to be held ot the 
caturch of the Man Prectotm 
Blood, Sldaourii on Friday 
25th April. 1997 a! 130 pm. 
Family flowers only. 
Donations to Marie Curie 
Nurses, 


PEERS - On April 19th 1997 In 
hospital, a/ter a short 
illness. Group Captain 
Arthur Frederick Peers XXFjC. 
(RAF. Retired), of SMmouth, 
aged 73 years. Loving and 
much loved husband of Kay. 
Cremation at Exeter St Devon 
Crematorium on Monday 
April 28th at 2.30 pm. 
Family flowers only please 
but donations, if dcuhed, to 
British Heart Foundation, 
c/o Potbury’s Funeral 
Service, High Street, 
SMmouth. 

PUGULE - Peacefully on April 
21st 1997 at Elllscombe 
Haase N/H, Win canton, 
Alixon Farrier aged 86 years, 
formerly of Mitchells Farm. 
Stoke Trie ter, Wlncanton, 
widow of Kenneth Puckle. 
Will be sadly missed by 
family and friends. Funeral 
Service token place 130 pm 
Tuesday April 29th ar St 
Andrew's Church. Stoke 
Trister, followed by private 
cremation at Salisbury- 
Family flowers only please. 
Donations If destrari to Tbe 
Red Cress may be swot c/o 
Thomas Green Funeral 
Director, Station Road, 
Wlncanton, tab (01963) 
32724. 

RIDEHALGH - Kenneth died 
suddenly In Singapore April 
17th 1997. Funeral Service 
Tuesday 29th April 3 pm St 
Avgaetlne’m church, 
Broxbourne. Herts. No 
flowers please. Donations to 
Christian Aid c/o Beachczof t 
Stanleys, 20 Festival Street, 
EG4A I BN. 

SYfUfTT - Hugh Mar t in Charles 
OEng, F.CJLS. FUtar E, 
KAlJfJL aged 60 yean, 
suddenly on Saturday 19th 
April 1997, of Lensdowxn 
Rood, Falmouth, Corn era 1), 
formerly Of Mevmn Smith. 
Cornwall. A very dear father 
of Keith and Paul and 
beloved brother of Barbara.. 
Funeral Service at 2 pm on 
Friday 2nd May at St Budac 
Church, near Falmouth, 
Cornwall, followed by 
private cremation. Family 
flowers only but donations. 
If des i r e d , may he maria to 
either The Samaritans or 
Cancer Research cto Funeral 
Director, T. Cooke, 4, Quarry 
HID, Falmouth, Cornwall, A 
Service of Thanksgiving wDl 
be held In the London ezen 
at a time to be announced. 


THOMS - Colin suddenly at 
The Southern General 
Hospital, Glasgow, on April 
20th 1997. Colin Edwin 
Sutherland aged 84 years. 
Dearly loved husband of 
Anne, father of Mary, 
Vanessa end Jeremy, 
grandfather of Emily, Lisa, 
Louise and Kristina. A 
Funeral Service win be bold 
at Waxrlston Crematorium 
Cloister Chapel on Satmdar 
26th April at 1145 am to 
which all friends axe invited. 
Family flowats only please 
and deliver to J-D. Hope 
Funeral Directors, 39 
London Street, Edinburgh. 
EH3 6 LX. 


WAITE - John Bowman 
Delrlgne peacefully at his 
family home Postern Park, 
Tonbridge, Kent, aged 81 
Mia, on 23rd April 1997. 
Drariy beloved husband of 
Mary, dearest lather to 
S pRim John and a 2 kd 

d*TEH«d grandfaclMr to Tom. 
Kate, Becky and Oliver. 
Funeral Service at the Pariah 
Church of Sr Peter and St 
Paul, Ton bridge, on Tuesday 
29th April at J.30 pm, 
followed by private 
cremation. No flowers 
please. Donations for The 
Royal Hospital for Neuro- 
DleabJJIty to Ord-Homo 
Funeral Services, 33A Quarry 
Hill Rond. Tonbridge. Kent 
TN9 2SS, tel: (01732) 
353746. 


WALKUTTOM • On 2)m April 
Ann (nde Jackson), widow of 
LesUe, beloved mother of 
Jane and grandmother of 
Mary and Andrew. Cremation 
private. 


WHITE - Jenny (bee 
Hardstono; wonderful 
mother and outstanding 
citizen. Passed away at The 
Royal Karaden Hospital on 
the 19th April. Service at 
West London Crematorium 
12pm Saturday 26th April 
1997. Flowers welcome to 
Co-Op Funeral Services, 68 
JFusCtu Green Lane, Fulham. 


WILLIAMS - fvor died 
peacefully on April 2let 
1997 at home aged 87 years. 
Dearly loved by his wife 
Rath and all tbe family. 
Fnaeral Service at 
Southampton Crematorium, 
Emit Chapel on Monday April 
28 th. 130pm. Donations, If 
desired For Lupus UX c/o J. 
Beavls ft Sons, Vincent 
■ Street. Southampton S01G 
5P2L 


BIRTHDAYS 


-—- Canton Happy butb- 

J*T- «“ ««rh. Sarah. 

Tab Olftoe BVT&SO_ 


SERVICES 


WJUWlP PAimtERS National Pn t- 
fafl A0«»ry. U ytx, ue plump or 

fn§& 


WANTED 


ROLEX & CARTER MUMod. Hint, 
B992 or ri«U 31 Park, Lapp W? 


1 

JeweUnry Wc Ql^ia?SSy 


TICKETS FOR SALE 


ALL Tl^Ifjgyc 

WIMBLEDON 1997 
BRITISH GRAND PRIV 
ROYAL ASCOT 
ntENCH OPEN TENNIS 
RYDER CUP 

ENGLAND V AUSTRALIA 
nLKlNGTON CUP FINAL 
HENLEY ROYAL REGATTA 

MICHAEL JACKSON 
UiSWERTRAMP 
GLASTONBURY 

All Sports, Pop & Wed End 
theatre. 

o/7i m 4m 

Gf Portland Eats 


TICKETS FOR SALE 


A^JUrnSLY ALL: Sport, 
Theatre. Bought a Soh 
3V4 8283 Par 3V4 82: 


AU. AVAR. Pbamom, Saigon 
AH nop Clmnonbare. Cbaai 
Ui London. Ot?i 240 0604 


ALL AVAIL: Phantom, all ci 
*>*««. TJInnnn, n 
don all mpoit 0171 ABQ 


AU. RUGBY, Wimbledon, con- 

J5^B39^63 ,,e “ TOn “ b1 "' 


AU-'DOtETB M krc±man. Phil Cal- 
™- C. Dtona, nil motor pop, 
Jport » >boan»jQ171 *25 obSg 


ANY TICKET ohta 

Concert* a any * 

0171 488 441* 


fare*- 


BOUdfr A SOLD 
JPOfttoS. Tbaatre A Can 
Wimbledon TJoB’., C»tcto, 
£haol Iwrksoa aval 
ClynitoboanM mnud. To 
_P»>d. Tel 0171 83* 8375 


ALL TICKETS AVAJ! 
Specialist In Wlxnbl 
Grand Prtx & all u 
sporting events, tin 
shows & all major 
events Inc. U 2 , 
M. Jackson, D. Ri 
P. Collins. 

1 Tick els bought & : 

I 017182166i 


ALL TICKETS 

Wimbledon *97, 
Royal Ascot, Ryder Cop. 
Grand Prtx Worldwide 
Cricket, Flower Straw. 
U2. M. Jacluoa. 
jMkoquii, 
Glastonbury 
Phantom, Saigon etc. 
ALL SOU) OUT EVENTS 

0171 247 4123 


NOTICE TO 
ADVERTISERS 

ft is illegal to buy or 
non-debenture tickets for 

WIMBLEDON 
oih ur than through 
AUTHORISED AGENTS. 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
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Denis Compton. CBE, former 
England cricketer, died in 

hospital at Windsor yesterday 
aged 78. He was born on May 
23.1918. 

D enis Compton must 
have been one of the 
mosr engaging cricket¬ 
ers in the history of rhe 
game. When he was fit he* batted 
with such charm, ease and imagi¬ 
nation that people travelled from 
far and wide to watch him. The fair 
sex were attracted at least as much 
by his bronzed good looks as by his 
skill. He possessed, beyond doubt, 
a touch of genius, and his record 
would have been even better than it 
was (a career batting average of 
51-85) but for the increasing handi¬ 
cap of a gammy knee. 

Whether he was batting, fielding, 
or bowling his cheerfully unpre¬ 
dictable chinamen and googlres, 
Compton’s actions were always en¬ 
tirely natural. He possessed every 
stroke in the book, and others that 
were highly original. In South Afri¬ 
ca in 1948, against North Eastern 
Transvaal at Benoni, he scored 300 
out of 399 in three hours, the last 
ICO of them coming in 37 minutes 
with what Wisden described as “a 
bewildering assortment of unclassi¬ 
fied strokes". 

As a way of unsealing a bowler 
he would move down the pitch well 
before the ball was delivered. He 
would late cut with the latest of 
touches from his leg stump, and get 
himself into such a position as to 
keep long leg busy when, more 
conventionally, the ball should 
have been played to third man. And 
when it was necessary he could put 
away all element of chance. Against 
Australia at Lord’s his 76 not out on 
a rain-affected pitch in 1938, when 
he was still only 19. saved a 
desperate situation. At Trent 
Bridge, ten years later, he kept the 
Australian bowlers at bay for 
almost seven hours, his 184 pre¬ 
venting another probable defeat 
Compton allowed nothing to 


interfere with his enjoyment of the 
game. He was ihe Iiappy warrior. 
Although his hatting method was 
soundly based, he was too inventive 
to be a model for schoolboys to 
follow, except in essence. Off the 
field he could be as disorganised as 
he was amiable. Before going in, he 
might look around for the nearest 
bat and, if he liked the feel of it. take 
it out with him. 

He was at ease in any company, 
though his accommodating nature 
made him a somewhat vunerable 
target. The friend who set about 
bringing order to his affairs, first 
by dealing with a Can mail which 
was reaching film-star proportions, 
was to become the first Df a new 
genre — the sportsman’s agent. 

Denis Charles Scott Compton 
was bom ai Hendon. Middlesex, 
where his father, a keen amateur 
footballer and cricketer, ran his 
own painting and decorating busi¬ 
ness. When he was J4 he scored his 
first century at Lord’s, for the 
London Elementary Schools 
against C. F. TufneH's XI, with such 
flair that on leaving the Bell Lane 
School in Hendon he was recruited 
to the MCC ground staff. Soon 
afterwards he joined the Arsenal 
Football Club, with whom he was 
to be almost equally at home. He 
was 17 when he played his first 
first-class game for Middlesex, 
batting at number 11 against Sus¬ 
sex in the then traditional Whitsun¬ 
tide fixture at lord’s. In the 
following season he became, at 19 
years and 84 days, the second 
youngest cricketer who has ever 
played for England. 

After seeing Compton play his 
first few innings for Middlesex in 
1936, Sir Pelham Warner had 
described him as “the best young 
batsman to come out since Walter 
Hammond was a boy". By 1937 he 
was scoring 177 in three hours 
against Gloucestershire and 65 
(run out) against New Zealand on 
his Test debut. He was sufficiently 
unpredictable between wickets for 
it to be said of his calling that it 


DENIS COMPTON 



Compton setting about the bowling of J. M. Allan in a Gentlemen v Players match at Lord’s. 1956 


formed no more than “a basis for 
negotiation". Bur by 193S he was 
scoring a cenruiy in his first Test 
against Australia, and by 1939. 
when he was still only 21. his 
achievements, said Wisden. 
“stamped him as one of the world’s 
best batsmen". 

For the last three years of the 
Second World War, Compton was 
with the Army in India, where he 
played a lot of cricket and scored 
many runs, among them an in¬ 
nings of 249 not out for Holkar 
against Bombay in the final of the 
Ranji Trophy. He was bade in 
England by die end of 1945. and in 
1946 resumed his career as cricket¬ 


er and footballer where he had 
abandoned ii in 1939. If Len Hutton 
was the master technician and Bill 
Edrich the doughty fighter, Comp¬ 
ton was again the darling of the 
crowds. 

On his first tour of Australia, in 
194o47. he scored four successive 
centuries, the last two in the fourth 
Test at Adelaide. Yet ail his earlier 
feats were dwarfed during the 
English summer of 1947. From 
April until September the sun 
shone, and the more it did so the 
more brilliantly Compton batted. 
His aggregate for the season. 3*816 
runs at an average of 9085. has 
never been beaten and never will 


be, now that so much less first-class 
cricket is played. 

Against the South African tour¬ 
ing side of tharyear he scored 1JS7 
runs, which included four Test 
centuries. A good series followed 
against Australia in 194S (563 runs 
at an average of 62). and in South 
Africa in 1948-49 he scored mon- 
runs than any batsman ever to 
have toured there (I.7SI at an 
average of 84). Indeed, from the 
resumption of first-class cricket in 
1946 until the end of his career, he 
scored almost 15,000 runs and hit 
60 cenmries. 

Then came injury. From 1950 
until his retirement in 1957 he was 


frequently m pain from a rapidly 
worsening right knee. A full winter 
(1949-50) playing on the wing for 
the Arsenal was no help, and by the 
time he climbed the steps ai 
Wembley in May 1950. to claim his 
FA Cup winners’ medal (Arsenal 2. 
Liverpool 0). he knew that he had 
played his last game of football. An 
operation was necessary before he 
could play cricket that year, and 
although he returned in time io go 
to Australia for a second lime, in 

1950-51. he failed badly in the Test 
matches there. In the remaining 
years of his career it was sometimes 
sad to see him striving to play as he 

had before: the nimble, often outra¬ 
geous footwork was now seldom 
possible. 

But because he was bener on one 
leg, as it were, than most batsmen 
on two, he continued unri) his 
retirement to play for England. He 
was, in fact, batting when England 
regained the Ashes at the Oval in 
1953. a famous day in the history of 
English cricket, and in Australia 18 
months later he was at die wicket 
again when England retained them 
at Adelaide. In 1954. against Paki¬ 
stan at Trent Bridge, he made an 
unstoppable 27S. which was a 
kaleidoscope of the years gone by. 
and in 1955 against South Africa, 
his favourite opponents in more 
senses than one. he and Peter May 
carried England’s batting between 
them. 

After a further operation to 
remove his kneecap in the autumn 
of 1955 he was back for the last Test 
of 1956, in which he scored 94 
against Australia at the Oval, and 
in the winter of 1956-57 he made his 
last overseas imir. to South Africa. 
Although he headed the Middlesex 
averages in 1957. he derided at the 
end of that season that he had had 
enough. “He will never be forgotten 
for his precious gifts of nature and 
skill." wrote Sir Neville Card us. 

In his first-class career Compton 
scored 38,635 runs (average 51.79), 
hit 122 centuries, which could have 
been many more had he particular¬ 


ly wanted it to be; and took 613 
wickets. He played soccer for 
England in wartime, and came 
near to doing so afterwards in a foil 
international. His brother Leslie, 
also of Middlesex and The Arsenal, 
did win two full soccer caps. In 1951 
and 1952. Compton shared the 
captaincy of Middlesex with Bill 
Edrich (they had long been known 
as the Middlesex “twins"), but the 
arrangement was not a success; in 
195051 he was vice-captain of the 
MCC team to Australia, in those 
days a singular honour for a 
professional cricketer, but he was 
not really cut out for it For 
England he scored 5J807 runs 
(average 50.60) and made 17 centu¬ 
ries. In 1958. following his retire¬ 
ment. he was appointed CBE for 
his services in the game. 

In retirement he worked for 
many years in advertising, report¬ 
ed cricket for the Sunday Express , 
sometimes on tour and nor always 
with a ghost writer, and remained 
an unwavering, not to say head¬ 
strong, supporter of the old South 
Africa, fn 1991 he succeeded his 
former county captain, F. G. 
Mann, as president of the Middle¬ 
sex County Cricket Club, an ap- 
poinrmenr which was somewhat 
undermined by his reluctance to 
give credit where it was due to the 
younger generation. 

Dashing and debonair as a 
younger man, with a face that 
during the postwar years looked 
out of every hoarding. Compton led 
an active social life, though never 
as garish a one as was sometimes 
made out. He was quite as much a 
man's man as a ladies’ man. 

He was married three times: 
first. in 1941. to Doris Rich; second¬ 
ly. in 1951, to a South African 
Valerie Platt; and thirdly, in 1975, to 
Christine Tobias. His first two 
marriages were dissolved. There 
was a son of the first marriage, two 
sons of the second and two daugh¬ 
ters of the third. He leaves his 
widow Christine and his three sons 
and two daughters. 
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Keith Horsefidd. CR 
monetary historian, died 
on March 25 aged 95. He 
was bom on October 14, 
1901. 

METICULOUSLY ordered 
and accurate by nature, Keith 
Horsefidd combined a career 
as a rivfl servant with an 
academic interest in monetary 
history. He was an authority 
on J8th and early 19th century 
British monetary and franking 
history. But the culmination of 
his fife’s work was the weighty 
three volume treatise 77re 
International Monetary Fund 
1945-65 (1969) which he edited 
and co-authored. 

Bom in Bristol, John Keith 
Horsefield was the third son of 
an Anglican clergyman. His 
father, an adherent of a strong 
fundamentalist grouping — 
the Kensitite movement — 
ruled his family with stem 
rigidity. This left its mark on 
Keith for many years. 

He was educated at 
Mcmkton Combe in Somerset 
a school with a tradition of 
• educating pupils for the Army 
and the Church. Neither of 
these appealed to Horsefield 
who wanted to read mathe¬ 
matics at Cambridge. But ill- 



prepared by his masters, he 
did not win a scholarship and 
had to content himself instead 
with a post at the Bristol 
branch of tire Prudential As¬ 
surance Company. He re¬ 
mained with them for some 18 
years. 

His time was not wasted, 
however. Attending econom¬ 
ics classes at Bristol Univer¬ 
sity he began to research the 
evolution and significance of 
the Bank Charter Act 1844. 
which led in 1937 to the award 
of an external degree by the 
uni versify. 


In J938 he won a 
Leverhulme scholarship to the 
London School of Economics 
and later, after a short spell of 
teaching at Birkbeck College, 
he was appointed a lecturer on 
currency and banking at the 
LSE. He published The Real 
Cost of War in 1940. 

Thai year he joined the 
wartime Civil Service at the 
Ministry of Aircraft Produc¬ 
tion and later at the Ministry 
of Supply. He rose to become 
director of programmes. 

He did not return to acade¬ 
mia after the war but re¬ 
mained in the Civil Service. In 
1947 he was appointed to the 
staff of the International Mon¬ 
etary FUnd in Washington 
where, in due course, he 
became chief of the British 
Commonwealth division of 
the European and North 
American department. He 
was also editor of the IMF 
staff papers. Under his guid¬ 
ance a high standard of re¬ 
search was maintained. 

Returning to the Ministry of 
Supply in 1951 he was shortly 
afterwards seconded by Nato 
in Paris to become deputy to 
tiie assistant secretary-general 
for economics and finance. 
This was followed by a further 


secondment in 1954 to the Iron 
and Steel Board as supply and 
development officer. 

Horsefield. however, found 
the intricacies of the iron and 
steel industry foreign to his 
nature and was happier in his 
next appointment — though 
some saw it as a sideways 
move — as director of finance 
and accounts at die Post Off¬ 
ice. There he instituted much 
needed financial and structur¬ 
al changes and was appointed 
CB in 1957. He also worked on. 
his second book British Mone¬ 
tary Experiments 1600-1710, 
published in I960 shortly after 
his return to America to 
become chief editor of the 
IMF. 

Retiring in 1966 he contin¬ 
ued to research and write at 
his home in the Isle of Wight. 
He had an enviable library. 
He also served as treasurer to 
a number of parish churches 
and to Carisbrooke Castle 
Museum. In later years, when 
failing eyesight meant he 
could no longer read, he 
contented himself with his 
love of music and with com¬ 
posing poems to his cats. 

He is survived by his wife. 
Lucy, whom he married in 
1934. There were no children. 
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BARONESS SEEAR 



Baroness Seear, deputy 
leader of the Liberal 
Democrats in the House 
of Lords, died yesterday 
aged 83. She was born on 
August 7,1913. 

NANCY SEEAR was a life¬ 
long Liberal, an indomitable 
political trouper and an active 
member of the House of Lords 
for a quarter of a century. She 
taught for thirty years at the 
London School of Economics 
and both then and later was 
an effective advocate for 
women in their working lives. 
She served on many public 
and voluntary bodies not as a 
statutory woman (and least of 
all as a statutory Liberal) but. 
as a person of clear mind, 
spirited opinions and restless 
energy. She was distinctive 
and individual without being 
eccentric, loyal to her political 
convictions but never didactic 
Beatrice Nancy Seear was 
educated at Croydon High 
School. Newnham College. 
Cambridge (where she took a 
first in the History Tripos), 
and rhe London School of 
Economics, fn 1936 she en¬ 
tered the employment of the 
shoe manufacturers C. &J. 
Clark as a personnel officer, 
one of the few professional 
roles in industry then open to 
women. She remained with 
Clark's for ten years, although 
serving for a while during die 
war at the Ministry of Aircraft 
Production. She then joined 
the staff of rhe LSE where she 
remained, latterly as Reader 
in Personnel Management, 
until her retirement. 

She was a liberal candidate 
at Hornchurch in the general 
elections of 1950 and 1951. This 
was the nadir of her party's 
postwar fortunes and. while 
winning a larger share of the 
vote than the national aver¬ 
age. she came a poor third. 
She did no better in fighting 
every subsequent election urv- 
ril 1970. 

In 1971 she was nominated 
as a fife peer just as the 
Thorpe-led Liberal revival 
began to get underway. She 
had already been president of 
the Liberal Party in 1965 and 


she now became tireless not 
only as a policy-maker and 
spokesman on economic poli¬ 
cy but as an immensely popu¬ 
lar guest and after-dinner 
speaker on the constituency 
“rubber chicken" circuit. 

When in 1977 the liberals 
entered into an agreement to 
sustain the Callaghan Gov¬ 
ernment through the Lib-Lab 
pact she played her pan, 
finding in Roy Hattersley a 
tolerable opposite number on 
matters of prices and consum¬ 
er protection. 

The formation of the Alli¬ 
ance. following the launch of 
the SDP in 1981. might have 
presented Nancy Seear with 
greater problems, given the 
possibility that it would end in 
merger. She was deeply rooted 
in her own party and hostile to 
the traditions of corporatism’ 
with which the “Gang of Four" 
had grown up in the Labour 
Party. But she recognised the 
primacy of Liberal MPs when 


it came to making decisions 
about the future, provided 
always that Liberal peers were 
properly consulted. 

In rhe wake of the lead given 
by David Steel, she co-operat¬ 
ed in the new arrangements 
with the SDP and brought her 
knowledge of economics and 
industry to bear in one of die 
two "Commissions" estab¬ 
lished to harmonise policies. 
In turn, she was high among 
those Liberals who most com¬ 
manded the respect of the 
leading figures of the SDP. 
She was an active campaigner 
at by-elections and as she 
passed her 70th year might 
still be seen in all weathers 
canvassing on the doorstep or 
riding, loudspeaker in hand, 
on the back of an open lorry. 

In 1984. after the death of 
Lord Byers, she took over as 
leader of the Liberal peers. As 
a star of BBC Television’s 
Question Time she became 
something of a public figure. 


recognised in the street lo her 
amusement and quiet delight 
and enjoying her parliamenta¬ 
ry role. But four years later, 
when tire merger between the 
SDP and the Liberals had 
been completed, she nominat¬ 
ed Roy Jenkins as leader of the 
new Social and liberal Demo¬ 
crat peers. 

She thus gave up her status 
and authority and exchanged 
a congenial and convenient 
office for a desk in a cramped 
room shared by others. She 
became deputy leader but 
remained as active as ever. 

She stayed late at the House 
of Lords when business re¬ 
quired it; was willing to speak 
on any subject (always with¬ 
out a note and often with a 
nice touch of mischief) if called 
upon by her party to do so; 
and, even when illness had 
begun to trouble her. man¬ 
aged to attend the House on 
four out of five sitting days. 

After her retirement from 
the LSE. Nancy Seear became 
a visiting professor at City 
University. She served on rhe 
Top Salaries Review Body for 
13 years and was president of 
the Fawcett Society, of the 
British Standards Institute 
and of the Institute of Person¬ 
nel Management She was 
chairman of Morley Cbllege, 
was elected an Honorary Fel¬ 
low of Newnham College and 
the LSE and was awarded 
honorary degrees by the uni¬ 
versities of Leeds, Exeter and 
Bath. 

She was co-author of Mar¬ 
ried Women Working ( 1962) 
and A Career for Women in 
Industry? (1964) and author of 
a number of other publica¬ 
tions concerned with women 
at work. She was diairman of 
a House of Lords Select Com¬ 
mittee on Unemployment; 
problems of unemployment, 
and the need for better indus¬ 
trial training, were dominant 
preoccupations in the dosing 
years of her life. 

Nancy Seear lived for many 
years in a modest flat in 
Lambeth, escaping in the par¬ 
liamentary recess to a small 
house in the Dordogne. She 
never married. 


‘TAKE BRITISH 
HOLIDAYS.” 

The need of the “Take British Holidays" 
campaign, on which many home seaside 
resorts are embarking, appears to vary very 
much in different localities. An officer’s 
widow, who keeps a pension in a North 
Devon seaside resort, boldly advocates, in a 
loner to The Times, a tax on all holiday- 
makers. except those compelled by reasons of 
health, who spend their holidays abroad. 

With regard to the hardships which the 
growth of the practice of taking foreign 
holidays is inflicting, she writes: “I could 
quote several very hard cases, but will give 
you my own experience. I am. perhaps, more 
fortunate than some uf my neightxiurs. as I 
have a pension, but I am expected io do a loi 
with it. During the summer months I take p 
to 24 visitors. With the exception of one maid¬ 
servant. 1 ‘run’tny house with ex-Servior men. 
From October until the end of March visitors 
do not come so far west. We all have to keep 
our houses open, and expenses are high. 
Rents are very high in all seaside places, and 
coal is a big item. Very few of us can afford to 
take a holiday when there is not a ‘season’, 
and we work extreme ly hard. We all hare 
children to bring up and educate. 

"Our real season does not commence until 
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An officer's widow who ran a pension in a 
North Devon seaside resort and who. seem¬ 
ingly. was having some difficulty in making a 
living, advocated a taxon oil holiday-makers, 
except those compelled for reasons of health, 
who spent their holidays abroad. 

the end of June, but in pasr years we hare 
always had many visitors 3t Easter and the 
following two or three weeks. Last year Easier 
fed a week later certainly, but this year the 
weather was like summer. During Easier and 
the month of April last year my receipts were 
nearly LJtKl. Ibis Easter I have had three 
visitors for one week — who come to me each 
year. As for my neighbours, many are 
wondering whether they can pull through 
until the season opens in July. At a near 
seaside lawn, also me of the beauty spots of 
Devon, many of the boanling-house keepers 
openly say that unless things improve soon 


they will be forced to dose down." 

This experience does not appear to be 
general. From inquiries made yesterday, it is 
dear that at many seaside resorts the effeci of 
foreign competition has nor been felt appre¬ 
ciably. The holiday resorts on the South 
Coast, and those further afield, but within 
easy reach of large centres of population, 
received about their usual number of visitors 
at Caster. 

With regard to summer holidays, however, 
there is some concern for British resorts, for 
there is a large nwasureof agreement with the 
statement of Dr. W. Jenner in a letter 
published in The Times that many hotel and 
pension charges are too high. Cases were 
quoted of hotel proprietors at seaside towns 
whose anenrion had heen called to die fan 
that they could easily draw more viators by 
reduced charges and modem attractions, but 
they had declared themselves quite satisfied 
with their present methods and charges and 
their present profits... 

The complaint of Mr. Haden Guest. M.P., 
published in The Times, that payment has to 
be made for walks on cliffs and access to 
bathing beaches is. so fer as can be traced, 
limited in its application. That more games 
and opportunities for recreation are required 
is. however, undoubted ... 
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Lottery plan angers doctors 

■ Doctors and teachers poured scorn on Labour’s plans for a 
“£l billion jackpot” of lottery money for health and education 
last night, claiming that the party would use the weekly draw to 
pay for basic services. 

Tony Blair and an array of celebrities had announced that 
the midweek Lottery fond, projected to raise £400 million profit 
a year, would be earmarked for health centres, homework 
dubs and IT training for teachers-Pages 1,9-15,22,23 

Poll shows Labour still ahead 

■ A MORI poll for The Times , undertaken on Tuesday, puts 
Labour on 48 per cent, down one point over the past week. The 
Tories are on 27 per cent down five, while the Liberal 
Democrats have gained four points to 17 per cent. Support for 
the Referendum Party has risen from 2 to 3 per cent.... Page I 






Calais chaos 

Three rival ferry companies ob¬ 
tained an injunction ordering 15 
French fishermen io end a W«k- 
ade of Calais which caused 36 
hours of cross-channel travel 
chaos__Pages 1.2 

Labour battle plan 

The Conservatives published a 
“war book" containing a detailed 
Labour campaign plan and pre¬ 
dicted that the party was plan¬ 
ning a series of smears in the final 
days before polling Page I 

Everest death 

Mai Duff. 43. one of Britain's 
most experienced mountaineers, 
was found dead in his sleeping 
bag at Everest base camp hours 
before a planned ascent of the 
peak's south face-Page 3 

St Hilda’s holds out 

Sr Hilda's, Oxford's last single 
sex college, voted to admit male 
academics as fellows bur failed by 
one vote to secure the necessary 
nvo-thirds majority....-Page 3 

Denis Compton dies 

The Prime Minister led tributes 
to Denis Compton, the cavalier of 
cricket who died in a Windsor 
hospital after a leg infection. He 
was 78..Pages 5.2S. 25 

Cornish heath fire 

Fire swepr thorugh a thousand 
acres of heathland between St 
Ives and St Just in west Cornwall, 
damaging one of Europe's most 
beautiful landscapes-Page 6 


Rhinos abandoned 

A British women trying to save 
from extinction the world's rarest 
mammal, the northern white rhi¬ 
no. has been forced to leave the 
animals to their fate because of 
the civil war in Zaire-Page 7 

Sacred sites 

The Prince of Wales, the Duke of 
Edinburgh and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury are backing the Sa¬ 
cred Land project to conserve two 
thousand sites sacred to different 
faiths in Britain-Page 8 

Sound of music 

The Peruvian Marines' anthem 
blaring from speakers around the 
Japanese ambassador’s residence 
in lima told the hostages the 
rescue operation was .about to 
start___Pages 17,23 

French sleaze 

Sleaze dominated die French par¬ 
liamentary election campaign 
amid reports that the Govern¬ 
ment wants to amnesty corrupt 
politicians_—.....Page 18 

French spy charged 

A French scientist has been 
charged with treason after admit¬ 
ting he gave secret documents on 
his country's nuclear test pro¬ 
gramme to the KGB-Page 18 

Challenge to US 

Russia and China warned the 
West that they will co-ordinate 
foreign policy in an attempt to 
challenge America’s domination 
of global politics-—Page 19 


Cat helps Mounties get their man 

■ A cat has helped to convict a murderer. When a bloodstained 
jacket belonging to a woman who had disappeared in Prince 
Edward Island, Canada, was found, the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police matched the DNA of cat hairs inside h with 
Snowball, which was living with the victim’s estranged 
husband. He was arrested and convicted-Page 3 
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Borussia Dortmund fans enjoying themselves in Manchester before last night’s European Cup semi-final with United 
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Co-op: Andrew Regan and David 
Lyons, who are trying to take over 
the Cooperative Wholesale Soci¬ 
ety. may have to admit defeat in the 
High Court -.—....Page 27 

Digital: The chairman of Cable and 
Wireless Communications said the 
new company’s ZXVchannel digi¬ 
tal-television services will be avail¬ 
able by the autumn _Page 27 

Economy: The UK’S five-year eco¬ 
nomic upswing is set to continue 
throughout 1997 but there is a 
threat that inflation will rise next 

year, die IMF says_—Page 27 

Markets: The FT-SE 100 dosed at 
43S7.7, up 41.6 points. Sterling’s 
trade-weighted index fell from 100.1 
to 99.3 after a fall from $1.6370 to 
$1.6233 and from DM2J30U to 
DM2.7807_Page 30 


pV-?.£ . SPORT > . | 

Football: Liverpool must throw 
caution to the wind as they seek to 
overturn a 3-0 defidt in their Cup 
Winners’ Cup semi-final against 
Paris Saint-Germain at Anfield 
tonight--Page 52 

Golf: All the debate at the Spanish 
Open eventually returned to the 
figure of Tiger Woods, the US Mas¬ 
ters champion and golfing 
phenomenon-Page 49 

Table tennis: China is aiming to 
accomplish the remarkable feat of 
capturing all seven world titles on 
offer at one of the biggest sporting 
events held in Britain — Page 44 
Racing: The Levy Board, racing’s 
paymaster, told the British 
Horseracing Board it must cut out 
financial waste if the sport is to 
have extra prize-money —Page 45 



|_ ARTS _ 

Dizzy spelhTwo re-releases. Hitch¬ 
cock's haunting 1958 film Vertigo, 
and another vintage thriller. The 
Spiral Staircase, knock spots off 
this week’s new films-Page 57 

Playing around: The best of the 
week’s video releases is Tin Cup. 
with Kevin Costner as a golf ama¬ 
teur helping psychologist Rene 
Russo with her swing.Page 38 

Podium power: The Japanese con¬ 
ductor Seiji Ozawa has temporarily 
left his Boston Symphony to pay a 
rare visit to London with a super- 
star orchestra. Richard Morrison 
met him..—Page 39 

Flat potion: The Koval Opera's re¬ 
cent run of good revivals has come 
to an end with Donizetti's comedy 
L'elisir d'amore. which is played as 
a vulgar farce_ Page 39 


1 TOMORROW 

IN THE TIMES 

■ FAMOUS FUN 
Sir Paul McCartney 
talks about being 
famous, rich and 
having fun — oh — and 
his new solo album 

■ EDUCATION 
Arts attack; a report 
shows a curriculum 
squeeze on the arts 


Regular problem: What is the best 
way forward for women who have 
complered their families and have 
heavy periods? Advice from Dr 
Thomas S tuna ford-Page 20 

Old networks: New Labour may be 
promising a great constitutional 
upheaval, but the old boy network 
— based on the exclusive univer¬ 
sity. the right school, the family 
connections — shows linle sign of 
withering.Page 2! 

BOOKS 

Banders Hatching: Peter Ackroyd 
on English nonsense: Erica Wag¬ 
ner on Paul Theroux's novel of the 
last days of British Hong Kong. 
Kowloon Tong; Roy Foster on Irish 
nationhood-Pages 40,41 

TRAVEL NEWS ^7 

Getaways: A Nile cruise for less 
than £300. an Antigua flight for 
L2S5 return... just some of foe 
travel bargains-Page 42 

THE PAPERS ; , 5 / 

Well-earned congratulations are 
flowing to Lima after the ending of 
the siege. The cowardly crimes of 
terrorism are causing enough trou¬ 
ble in the world and it is encourag¬ 
ing for once to see the forces of good 
prevail — The Washington Times 




23.34,12.8.17.43. Bonus: 36. Esti¬ 
mated jackpot: £3,600,000. 


TV LISTINGS ^ 

Preview: pollution caused by the 
Sea Empress off the South Wales 
coast was not as bad as was feared, 
says Horizon (BBC2. 9.40pm). R&- 
view: Lynne Truss is disturbed but 
finally reassured by Modem 
Times: The End - Pages 90,5! 

• QPlNION ^n ^ 
Polls apart 

Fluctuations in the polls during an 
election campaign, usually about 
ten days before foe day itself, seem 
to play a traditional part in British 
politics-—— — Page 23 

After the siege 

The operation was a masterpiece of 
meticulous planning, subterfuge, 
and skilful execution-Page 23 

The Compton clasg. 

In the England XI of all time, the 
captain of the Cavaliers is Denis 
Compton. He was the first England 
sporting superstar...-Page 23 

■ ■■ 

TIM CONGDON 

The danger under Labour is that 
members of foe new Cabinet will 
be so seduced-by “Europe” and “the 
euro" that monetary policy will 
again become centred on foe ex¬ 
change rate-- Page 22 

WILLIAM REES-MOGG 
On die supreme issue of Europe, 
one can trust the Tories more or 
Jess; one cannot trust Labour at 

all....—.— Page 22 

PETER RIDDELL 

The single most worrying finding 
for the Tories in today’s MORI poll 
is that more than a quarter of the 
public believe it is time for a 

change..—Page 10 

JOHN BRYANT 
The Victorians who dreamt up ping 
pong and snooker would be sad 
and puzzled that, with so much 
leisure time to kill, most people 
turn on foe television to watch oth¬ 
er people playing them rather than 
reaching for a bat. a ball or a 
cue-- ----Page 49 


Denis Compton. England cricket¬ 
er; Baroness Seear. deputy leader 
of foe Liberal Democrats in the 
House of Lords: Keith Horsefield, 
monetary historian —.Page 25 


Labour and education; gay clergy; 
ban on performing Shaw; bone 
marrow donors--Page 23 
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Solution to Puzzle No 20.461 


irasEHiHsma tamtniaaHl 
n n si a a a a 
IfflransQssnfiH atamai 
ra s @ n s a o 
Bnaornsnaafflanl 
a a 0 a □ m 

IBHDH SfflBnQHfflQl 

a h n a ia m n 
Ihhehiibsb anaral 
13 a a a e a 
IflEBassaracinss 

® ® B 0 0 0 S 
[sfflniB OdHaasisHna] 
E3 s h a ® h h 
lsss®E?ia ramasanranl 


14 Digression in speech that may 
indicate something missing (10). 

17 Educated type queuing to take 
drug®. 

19 Strange time to hold minute 
search (7). 

21 It shows the strength of the 
constitution (7). 

22 RaiberfattadiesdubbedEDgefoer 
to get food (6). 

25 Queen with a style avoiding 
extremes? M). 


Times Two Crossword, page 52 


Latest Road and Weather conditions 
UK Weather- AS regions 0330 444 910 
UK Roads - All reports 0336401 410 
JnsM»M25 0136 401 746 

M2S and link Routs 0336 401 747 

National Momrways 0336 401 746 

Continental Europe 0334 401 910 

Chwmri crossing 0336 401 388 

Motoring to Heathrow 

ft Gatwick airports 0336 407 SOS 


0336 407 SOS 

Weather by Fax OrtwMwaia 

Dial 0330 Mowed by area number freer yaw fax 
WfcscCcanry 416334 Scotland 416 340 

Wales 416 33S Mlntond 416 341 

MkOinds 416 336 London 416 342 

NWte?* 1!| HI NatbrulSwBt* 

N.Wett *I6 34B Windier 

N-Easc 416 339 416 397 

Moefax Marino 

Inshore kaum forecasts 416 398 

Worfd City Mfeatfter @! 5 -»§*g£r 

I S3 d eadna t io ns world wide 
6 day forecast 

by Phone did 0336 411216 

by Fa* (index page) 0336 416331 

Motoring 

Europe Country by Courary 0336401 88S 
European fuel cess 0336401 886 

French Motorways 0336 401 887 

Soaporc Wumation 0336 401882 

Disneyland Farts 0336 401 409 

U Shuttle 0136401 80S 


0336 401 88S 
0336 401 886 
0336 401 887 
0336 401 882 
0336 401 409 
0336 401 80S 


j44j Car r epor ts by fax 

new and used ear reports from 
the AA menu of 195 can 0336 416 399 

Dial from jetur fax handset, 
you may have to sec to poll rec o ln e mode 


Mori* Bant freaky fad Bua pa fa KM TW 

Cab are charged » 45p per minute cheap nee. 
SOp per mbnite at aM other dm as. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 
Recycled paper made up 
41 of the row material lor 


□ General: England and Wales will 
see a band of rain moving south 
during the day. The rain will initially 
be over northern England and nortn 
Wales, and it should reach northern 
parts of East Anglia and south Wales 
by evening. To the south, it will be dry 
with sunny periods, and fairly warm 

Scotland and Northern Ireland will 
have rain at first, but brighter, colder 
conditions already over northern 
Scotland will extend south across the 
rest of Scotland. There may be some 
wintry showers in the north. 

□ London, SE England, Central 
S England, Channel Isles, SW 
England: dry, sunny periods. Wind 
southwesterly, fresh becoming light 
to moderate. Warm, Max 16C (61F). 

□ E Anglia, E Midlands, W Mid¬ 
lands, S Wales: dry, sunny intervals. 
Becoming more cloudy, perhaps 
some rain during the evening. Wind 
southwesterly, fresh to strong, 
becoming moderate. Max 15C (59P). 

□ E England, Central N, NE 
England: cloudy. Outbreaks of rain 


spreading south during the day. 
Wind strong southwesterly, becom¬ 
ing light northwesterly. Max 14C 
(57F). 

□ N Wales, NW England, Lake 
District, Isle of Man, SW Scotland, 
N Ireland: cloudy with outbreaks of 
rain, perhaps some heavier bursts at 
first. Wind mainly fresh south¬ 
westerly, slowly becoming light 
northerly. Max 14C (57F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Glasgow, Argyll: cloud and rain 
soon clearing, then dry with sunny 
periods. Wind light to moderate 
northwesterly, turning northerly. Max 
12C (54F). 

□ Aberdeen, Central Highlands, 
Moray Firth, NE Scotland, NW 
Scotland, Orkney, Shetland: clear 
or sunny periods and scattered 
showers, wintry on hills. Wind mod¬ 
erate to fresh north or northwesterly. 
Rather cold, Max 8C (46F). 

□ Outlook; rain spreading from the 
southwest across most parts, fol¬ 
lowed by brighter conditions. 
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Change to chart Wow from noon: low P will fill slowly as it drifts north; low B will also HI' 1 
and become indistinct as It moves east, high M m slip south towards Tunisia 



TODAY 
London Bridge 
Aberdeen 
Avonmouth - 
Benast 
Card* 
Domnpotl 
Daw 

Dublin {N Wall) 
F&krntift 
Greenock 
Harwich 
HoWiead 
Hurt (Albert D) 
Iflracombe 
King's Lynn 


HT PM 

7.1 15 53 

4 1 1518 

13.1 ?1 18 

3.3 1Z£0 

13 1 21 04 

54 WSfi 
6.5 12.47 

3 P 1324 
S2 1B27 
31 1427 

3.9 13.51 

- 12 X 6 

86 2023 

9 0 20.04 

G5 3326 


HT TODAY 
72 Leah 
4 1 Liverpool 
'3-- Lowestoft 
3 4 Margate 
1t2 MMorti Haven 

u ar* 

I! fssr 

32 Portsmouth 
fhoreham 

n? sfamharotmn 

“ f£T“ 

8.<J Wafton-on-N 

' Haighis m motms. 


PM HT 
1648 5 3 
130* 83 

2338 2 4 
1356 4 7 
20.17 6fl 
19 OB 6 3 
19.51 39 

,838 5 4 
2103 20 

’3 12 45 

13.® 6.0 

12.36 4 4 

2024 92 

1733 5.3 

1345 4.1 
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Sunrises Sunsets: 
546am 6.12 pm 


K A Moon sets Moon rim 
IWn i f 855 am 10.01 pm 

Last quart* April 30 
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Undon e^ pm Id 5 44 wn 

822 pm to 5 54 am 
E flWxay■ 6 38 pm to 6.43 am 
**»»*»» 826 pm to 5.47 m 
™*zane* 8.30 pm to E OS am 
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THE 


ARTS 

Even after 40 years, 
Hitchcock’s Vertigo 
is film of the week 
PAGES 37-39 



TIMES 




TRAVEL 

Qantas offers five 
tropical island 
paradises for sale 
PAGES 42, 43 



fe ■di. 



SPORT 

Champions kept 
in check by 
Russell and Young 
PAGES 44-52 
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AND 
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IMF inflation fear as British growth set to continue 


By Brdnwen Maddox, Ausdair 
Murray and Pinup Bassett 

THE UK's five-year economic up¬ 
swing is set to continue throughout 
1997 but there is a threat that 
Inflation will rise next year, accord¬ 
ing to the International Monetary 
Fund. 

The IMF's annual World Eco¬ 
nomic Outlook . published yester¬ 
day, gives warning that wage rises 
have begun to pick up as unemploy¬ 
ment has continued to fall, and says 
the UK needs to tighten fiscal policy 
to rein in demand if interest rates 
are not to rise. 


Hie IMF warning came us new 
sales and manufacturing data pub¬ 
lished yesterday provided further 
evidence of the country's “two- 
speed" economy. Retail sales grew 
again but the manufacturing sector 
remains subdued, with exports fall¬ 
ing at the fastest rate for four years. 

Tile IMF report strikes an opti¬ 
mistic note, both for developed and 
developing countries, largely 
because of the robustness of the US 
economy and the improvement in 
Japan. But it gives a stem lecture on 
unemployment, calling on Euro¬ 
pean countries.excluding the UK. to 
make radical reforms of benefits. 


taxes and employment laws to bring 
down unemployment. 

The IMF credits’ die European 
Monetary Union project with push¬ 
ing through some reforms, but 
believes it is also “exacting a toll", 
partly because it is creating busi¬ 
ness and consumer uncertainty, and 
says that failure to push ahead 
quickly with monetary union will 
farther undermine confidence. 

The quarterly industrial trends 
survey, published by the Confedera¬ 
tion for British industry, showed a 
net balance of 23 per ueiir of 
companies in April reporting a fall 
in orders, compared with IS per cenr 


in March. Export prices are also 
dropping more quickly than at any 
time since the early l%r)s. But total 
new orders picked up — with a net 
balance of 12 per cent of companies 
reporting an improved orders book 
— boosted by an increase in domes¬ 
tic orders. 

The CBl said the survey shows 
the rising pound is "starting to take 
its toll" on Britain’s export 
performance. 

Election uncertainty caused the 
pound to fall 2 pfennigs yesterday to 
DM2.7SU7. Sterlings trade-weight¬ 
ed index declined 0.S to VKL3. while 
the pound also lust ground against 


the dullar. closing over a cent down 
at $1.0233. 

Retail sales volumes grew by 0.3 
per cent in March compared with 
0.4 per uenr in February, according 
to the Office for National Statistics. 
The annual rate also slowed slightly 
to 4.0 per cent, compared with 4.4 
per cent in February. 

Economists said the trend in 
retail sales remains upwards*, with 
sales volumes in the first quarter 
rising by 4.4 per cent compared to 
the same period last year — the 
largest increase since HSS. There is 
al.su concern that some retail price 
rises are beginning tu stick, with 


clothing and footwear volumes 
growing in spite of a 2 per cent 
increase in prices. 

The minutes of the March mone¬ 
tary meeting, which were also 
published yesterday, show that 
Eddie George, Governor uf the 
Bank of England, remains hawkish 
on the inflation outlook next year, 
and called at the meeting for a 0.25 
per cent rate rise. 

The City is convinced that contin¬ 
uing evidence of strung consumer 
demand and pressure from the 
Bank wifi force the incoming Chan¬ 
cellor to raise rates after the May 7 
nionetarv meeting. 
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By Eric Reguly 


THE chairman of Cable and 
Wireless Communications 
said yesterday that the new 
company's 200-channel dig¬ 
ital-television services will be 
available to customers by the 
autumn, possibly beating the 
digital launch planned by 
BSkyB, the satellite 
broadcaster- . 

Dick Brown said a £50 
million advertising campaign, 
one of the largest in British 
history, has been scheduled 
for die autumn to promote the 
television and telephony ser¬ 
vices provided by the 
company. 

He said: "We are aggres¬ 
sively going after digital. I 
think we will be digital at the 
same time or earlier than 
them |BSkyB}." 

CWC, formed by the merger 
of Mercury Communications 
with the cable operations of 
Nynex, Bell CableMedia and 
Videotron, is to start trading 
on the London and New York 
stock exchanges on Monday 
or Tuesday, when its £5 billion 
share flotation is finally 
completed. 

BSkyB, which is 40 per cent 
owned by News International, 
owner of The Times, has 
stated that it intends to have 
its digital systems ready in the 
autumn. 

However, there is specula¬ 
tion that delays in forming the 
new company designed to 
subsidise the retail price of the 
digital television set-top boxes 
may put off the launch until 
early next year. 

BSkyB hinted yesterday 
that the formation of the 
company, which is known 
internally as the Interactive 
Services Company, or Isco, 
mav not be announced until 
after die general election on 
May l. . . 

Isco is to be jointly owned by 
BSkyB. British Telecom. Mid¬ 
land Bank and Matsushita, 
the Japanese electronics com¬ 
pany that owns the Panasonic 
brand name. 

In exchange for a collective 
investment of about £500 mil¬ 
lion, all of which would be 
used to subsidise the pricesof 
the television set-top bops, me 
four are to share in the 


interactive income, such as 
home shopping and banking, 
made possible by the boxes. 

Mr Brown, who is also chief 
executive of Cable and Wire¬ 
less. which will own about 53 
per cent of CWC after the 
flotation goes ahead, said that 
CWCis digital boxes are al¬ 
ready being manufactured by 
General Instruments of 
America. 

CWC stated last month that 
the boxes will cost £180 mil¬ 
lion. It is spending a further 
£110 million to build digital 
technology into its cable net¬ 
works. The company is also in 
negotiations with Walt Dis¬ 
ney. Time Warner, Viacom 
and other programme produc¬ 
ers for film and pay-per-view 
rights. 

Mr Brown said the size of 
CWC — it will start trading 
with almost 600.000 cable- 
television customers on Mon¬ 
day or Tuesday — will give it 
enough market dout to negoti¬ 
ate discounts with programme 
suppliers, including BSkyB, 
which currently provide the 
vast majority of the cable 
companies’ television pro¬ 
gramme content. 

In a separate development, 
Mr Brown said that Cable and 
Wireless has emerged as one 
of two contenders to buy a 
controlling. 49 per cent stake 
in Entel, the Panamanian 
national telephone company 
that is to be privatised during 
May. 

The Panamanian Govern¬ 
ment is to keep 49 per cent for 
itself, but is to sell the remain¬ 
ing 2 per cent to the company’s 
employees. GTE. the Ameri¬ 
can local phone company, has 
emerged as the other bidder. 

Winning Emel would con¬ 
solidate the position of Cable 
and Wireless as the dominant 
telephone company in the 
Caribbean region and give it a 
stong base in Central Ameri¬ 
ca's fastest-growing telecoms 
marker. 

The company has a virtual 
monopoly in the Caribbean 
islands, with operations that 
stretch from Jamaica ro Trini- 
d ad and Tobago. 

New contender, page 31 
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Dick Brown, the Cable and Wireless big hitter, who is aiming for the lead in digital television with a 200 channel service this year 


Business 

Today 


STOCK MARKET 
INDICES 

FTSElDO. 4387.7 (+41.61 

Yield. 168% 

FTSE All share .. 2121,13 (+16.451 

Nikkei . 18735.47 (+191.021 

New York: 

Dow Jones__ 6822.76 (+10.331* 

SSP Composite 775.31 (+0.70)* 


US RATE 


Federal Funds.. 

Long Bond. 

Yield. 


5 r <«%* (5%) 

94-' l x'* {94'.-) 

7-06%" (7 0S%| 


rj LONDON MONEY 


3-mtft Interbank. 

«Wfc 

(6W) 

Litle long gtii 
future (Junl. 

KM's 

(log^i 

■ - - STERLING 


New York: 



S. 

1.6210 

(1.6335) 

London: 

S. 

1.6233 

11.63681 
(2.8009) 

DM... 

2.7797 

FFr.. 

2J3804 

19.4509) 

SFr.. 

5L3721 

(2.3824) 

Yen. 

204.71 

(206,55) 

£ Index. 

90.3 

(100.1) 



. . 



London: 

DM... 

1.7120- 

(1.7173) 

FFr... 

5.7760* 

(5.7940) 

SFr... 

1.4625* 

(1.4835) 

Yen. 

126J20* 

(126.33) 

S Index. 

105.7 

(103.7) 


Tokyo dose Yen 126.03 


, NORTH SEA OiL 

tUukb'iatt .■ 

Brent 15-day (Jul).. $10.10 (518.10) 

London dose. $340.95 ($341.55) 

* denotes midday trading price 


Short arms 

Bank of Scotland ruled out 
the takeover of a building 
society, claiming they had 
become too expensive. The 
bank said that it had deep 
pockets but short arms. 

Page 29 

Store suiprises 

Two regional department 
stores surprised the City with 
strong results. Both reported 
signs of growing consumer 
confidence, saying that the 
approach of the general 
election had not slowed 
spending. Page 33 


A&L shares 
top auction 
average 

By Caroline Merrell 

SHARES in Alliance & 
Leicester rose I2p to 545p 
yesterday. (2p more than the 
average price achieved in 
three auctions held by 
Cazenovc. its broker. 

The auctions were 
deemed to be the easiest 
method for the 27 per cent of 
A&L members who wished 
to sell straight away to 
dispose of their holdings. 
The service was free. 

Many may now wish Ihey 
had sold through their bro¬ 
kers. Each shareholder who 
sold through the free service 
offered by the Alliance & 
Leicester will now get £1.334 
in their account* on settle¬ 
ment day on April 28. If 
investors had chosen to sell 
shares on the first day of 
trading, they could nave 
made £1.405. assuming a 
share price of 570p and 
commission of EM. 

The average price paid for 
shares in the final auction 
was 52Sp. Top price was 550p 
and the bottom was 525p. 


European fraud 
costs UK £8bn 


By Robert Miller 


FRAUD in Europe is costing 
British taxpayers and consum¬ 
ers in excess of ES billion a 
year, more lhan double previ¬ 
ous estimates, according to an 
authoritative new report. 

Dcloine & louche, the acc¬ 
ountant and management 
consultant, said yesterday that 
international fraud across the 
European Lin ion cost up to 
£42 billion. This figure will 
continue tu grow unless gov¬ 
ernments throughout Europe 
are prepared tu put in place a 
tougher infrastructure, 
backed by both the resources 
and "the will to put fraud to 
flight”. 

Will IngJis. the Delaine and 
Touche partner who compiled 
the Fraud without Frontiers 
report for the European Com¬ 
mission. said: “Everyone pays 
for fraud through higher tax¬ 
es, higher prices and shoddy 
goods, even if they are not a 
direct victim." ■ 

The settle of fraud within the 
EU and the way in which 
fraudsters use "havens of se- 


crecyand fiscal paradises” has 
lung concerned UK fraud 
squad officers. An ami-fraud 
budget spread across numer¬ 
ous UK agencies costs around 
£50 million a year. 

The old-time favourite 
frauds still flourish. These 
include duty evasion on tobac¬ 
co. alcohol, vehicles, oil and 
petrol. Fraudsters sell illicit 
goods without paying taxes to 
EU countries. 

Newer-style scams now ex¬ 
tend to the piracy of cassettes 
and CD recordings, as well as 
impersonation, fraudulent 
electronic banking, lottery 
frauds and pyramid sales 
frauds. 

The report says the public 
sector is particularly 
vunerable to fraud "because 
the giving of grams, benefit 
and subsidies is not always 
matched by an equivalent 
concern ro monitor and pre¬ 
vent fraud”. It has been said 
that in some countries, fraud 
is nf a “com parable scale id the 
narcotics industry”. 


' Co-op bidders await injunction ruling 




^ By Sarah Cunningham 

ANDREW REGAN and David Lyons, 
the men beiiifld a 02 billion attempt* 
5 take over the Cooperative Wholesale 
Society, may have to adroit defeat 
tomorrow if an injunction against them 
■ is upheld in the High Court. 

The injunction prevents the two men 
and Galileo, the company!they have set 
up to carry out the bid. from using any 
material provided by Allan Green, 
CWS executive who was suspended last 
week. A hearing tomorrow will decide 
whether the injunction should stand, a 
spokesman for Galileo said: If 
judge is very severe in his ruling an 
^finds significant damage has been done, 


CWS could embark on other legal 
actions which could end the move.” 

Mr Regan, who heads the Guersey- 
based Lanica Trust, and Mr Lyons 
yesterday returned seven boxes of 
document- and computer disks that 

they received from Mr Green. 

Mr Lyons, chief executive of Galileo, 
wrote directly to all CWS board 
members suggesting rhaf the society's 
legal action be dropped so that 
members mav consider the Gablco 
proposal• Hesem a draft copy or the 72- 
naee proposal to the CWS secretary. 

Lennox Fyfe, chairman of the CWS. 
instructed that the proposal be re¬ 
turned "unopened and unread”. In a 
reply to Mr Lyons, he said that the 


CWS intended to press on with its legal 
action and secure a judgment for 
substantial damages. 

Nomura, which has been preparing 
to lend £1.2 billion to Galileo, said it 
was still interested in pursuing the 
deal. It is believed that it would 
consider lending a similar amount to 
other bidders that might emerge. 

The war of words between the two 
sides continued yesterday, with CWS 
accusing Mr Regan and Mr Lyons of 
encouraging Mr Green, while Mr 
Lyons said that the material was 
“provided voluntarily by an employee 
of CWS”. According n» a CWS spokes¬ 
man, affidavits from Mr Green, re¬ 
ceived on Tuesday, and from Mr 

f 


Regan, received yesterday, gave widely 
different accounts of the documents 
that had changed hands. He also said 
that, according to Mr Regan's affida¬ 
vit. CWS diskettes were downloaded 
on to a large number of computers. 

Graham Melmoth. chief executive of 
CWS, wrote to Lord Hambro at 
Hambros Bank and .Alan Keat. senior 
partner at Travers Smith Braifhwaire. 
Galileo’s solicitor, asking whether they 
had asked Mr Regan how the docu¬ 
ments were obtained. Travers Smith 
Braithwaite declined to comment, 
while Hambrossaid if "had taken legal 
advice, assessed the ramifications and 
concluded that we should support our 
client in developing the proposal". 


The human face of 

capitalism. 


Good investment managers are measured 
by their expertise. 

Our investment strategy is formulated at 
the highest level, but individual flair is 
encouraged to deal with your unique 
requirements. You benefit from our 
individual talents and our collective 
discipline. 

However, in addition to professionalism 
we offer something more - accessibility. 
We offer the human face of your own 
portfolio manager with whom you can 
meet or talk any time of day. Your 
portfolio is personalised to your own 
strategy, not pooled with hundreds of 
thousands of others. 

The human face of capitalism. 

It is far from a cliche. 

It is a deciding factor. 




James Capel Investment Management 

Memhtf HSBC Gmqi 

For more information on how we manage portfolios of £200,000or more, 
please call Duncan MacIntyre on 0171626 0566, fax him on 0171283 3187 
or write to him at tbe address below. 

6 Bcvk Marks London EC3A 7JQ 

James Capel Investment Management is a iradinc name of HSBC Investment Bank pic. 
Registered address: 10 Queen Street Place, London EC4R 1BL. 

Regulated by SFA and a member of the London Stock Exchange. 
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INSTITUTE OF DIRECTORS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


John Lewis 
chairman 
criticises 
fat cats 


FAT-CAT bosses have been 
severely criticised by the 
head of one of Britain's 
leading retail groups, who 
called for pay and incentives 
to be shared out among 
employees. 

Stuart Hampson, chair¬ 
man of the John Lewis 
Partnership, said yesterday 
that respect for business had 
been damaged by the fat-cat 
controversy and little had 
been done to repair the 
damage despite the 
Greenbury inquiry info ex¬ 
ecutive pay. 

He told the annual confer¬ 
ence of the Institute of Direc¬ 
tors at the Royal Albert Hall 
in London: “Let's face it. the 


I© 


Reports by 
Philip Bassett and 
Christine Buckley 


Greenbuty report hasn't put 
the matter to bed. It's just led 
to repackaging. The £1 mil- 
tion-a-year dub continues to 
recruit new members as Jong- 
term incentive plans trip in." 

Mr Hampson. whose own 
organisation operates a profit- 
sharing scheme, said if gener¬ 
ous pay was deserved by 
directors then it was also 
deserved by workers further 
down the line who had also 
helped the performance of the 
company. 

He said: “I firmly believe we 
need to find a greater sense of 


fairness in the relationship 
between rewards at the top 
and those throughout the busi¬ 
ness as a whole. If more ‘thin 
cats' were having their contri¬ 
butions to success recognised 
and being fattened up, we'd be 
demonstrating that wealth 
creation benefits all chose who 
create the wealth — not just 
those few who hold the 
wealth." 

Mr Hampson's comments 
follow a number of cases in 
which shareholder have op¬ 
posed high-paying incentive 
schemes and were made in the 
wake of controversy about the 
pay of monopoly utility 
bosses. 

Mr Hampson said that pay 
should be based on perfor¬ 
mance and. in the case of 
monopolies, that the scope for 
performance would be less 
than in competitive industries. 

High pay awards and share 
option benefits for directors 
gave rise to the Greenbuty 
report into executive pay 
which called for a number of 
changes to stem boardroom 
excesses. 

But the replacement of 
share options with complex 
long-term incentive schemes 
has aroused some shareholder 
unease where the pro¬ 
grammes have been seen to 
reward mediocrity. Last year 
institutional shareholders 
forced a modification of incen¬ 
tive plans drafted for die 
beard of United Utilities. 

Mr Hampson told the con¬ 
ference that if shareholders 
felr aggrieved they should 
think how employees felt. 

The John Lewis Partner¬ 
ship. which has a unique 
corporate structure based on 
employees having a stake in 
the company, last month paid 
£82 million m a bonus to its 
36,000 staff. Every member of 
staff, from directors to 
shopfloor workers, received a 
payment worth 20 per cent of 
his or her salary. 



Stuart Hampson called for greater fairness in setting pay for bosses and employees 

Survey highlights problem 
of short-sighted companies 


A SIGNIFICANT majority of 
Britain^ businesses believe 
that companies are too short¬ 
term in their outlook. 

More than 86 per cent of 
bosses in an loD poll said 
short-termism was a problem 
for UK business. But the 
directors also held up their 
hands as being guilty of not 
looking far enough ahead 
when planning business strate¬ 
gies. More than 61 per cent said 
short-tennism was a problem 
in their own companies. 

Tim MelviUe-Ross. Director- 
Genera] of the foD, said: “An 


organisation cannot become 
truly competitive unless it looks 
forward to see where new 
competitive threats, and oppor¬ 
tunities. are coming from." 

loD members were told that 
a survey by the Society of 
Practitioners in Insolvency in¬ 
dicated that nearly a quarter of 
all business collapses are dir¬ 
ectly attributable to a lack of 
strategic planning and poor 
management Another study 
had shown that new businesses 
were more likely to grow 
rapidly if they spent more time 
planning activities. 


Mr MelviUe-Ross said 
short-termism could be tack¬ 
led by a greater use of non¬ 
executive directors and 
outside business advice. 

Skills gaps in the board- 
room were also held up as a 
major problem. More than SO 
per cent said skills gaps 
among directors were a seri¬ 
ous obstacle for British busi¬ 
ness, while SS per cent said it 
was a problem in their own 
companies. A lack of financial 
awareness has been held up as 
the biggest difficulty in direc¬ 
tors’ training and expertise. 


Labour’s 
plans on 
minimum 
wage 
‘nonsense’ 

TIM MelviUe-Ross. Director- 
General of the Institute _ of 
Directors, launched a stinging 
attack on Labour just a week 
before poliins day. 

Mr Melvifie-Ros? told con¬ 
ference that a minimum wage 
would cause unemployment 
and be inflation ary. and that 
plans for trade union recogni¬ 
tion would stoke the fires of 
industrial discord. He also 
said business feared higher 
corporation taxes because of 
Labour's commitment to re¬ 
straint on personal taxation. 

The broadside from the 
head of one of industry's main 
organisations will be a blow to 
a Labour Party that has 
worked to make itself more 
business friendly and had 
constanr dialogue on its poli¬ 
cies with the loD. 

Mr Melville Ross con¬ 
demned as economic and so¬ 
cial nonsense Labour's plans 
fora national minimum wage. 
Implementation of a mini¬ 
mum wage would trigger an 
increase in unemployment 
and would focus the “help” to 
those who least needed it by 
benefiting better-off families. 
He refused to be drawn into 
saying at what level the mini¬ 
mum wage should be set. 

The loD leader said Labour 
reassurances that changes to 
union law in the 1980s would 
not be dismantled had been 
damaged by its promise of 
trade union recognition in 
workplaces where more than 
50 per cent of employees 
demanded it The opportunity 
for more trade union interven¬ 
tion “clearly could be extreme¬ 
ly worrying" he said. 

Mr Melvflle-Ross told con¬ 
ference: “We had rather taken 
the paint that the 1450s re¬ 
forms would not be reversed.” 
Now there was talk of compul¬ 
sory recognition of trade 
unions, which would create 
the opportunity for more 
union intervention, he said. 

Lord Young of Graffham. 
president of the IoD. under¬ 
lined business fears of higher 
taxation. Once all the areas 
Labour had promised not to 
tax were removed, he said, the 
options narrowed and busi¬ 
ness was in the firms line. 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS’ 
FUND AND LIFE 
ASSURANCE SOCIETY 

NOTICE OF 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


Notice is hereby given that the 183rd Annual General Meeting of the members of the Society 
will be held within the Sidlaw Auditorium, Edinburgh International Conference Centre, The 
Exchange, Edinburgh EH3 8EE on Tuesday 6 May 1997 at il.30am for the following purposes: 

• To consider the Accounts and Balance Sheets for the year ended 31 December 1996 and the 
Reports of the Directors and Auditors. 

• To elect or re-elect Directors. 

• To fix the remuneration of Directors. 

• To re-appoint Price Waterhouse as Auditors. 

• To authorise the Directors to fix the remuneration of the Auditors for the current year. 

• To transact any other ordinary business proper to an Annual General Meeting. 

A member is entitled to appoint a proxy to attend and vote instead of him. A proxy need not 
also be a member of the Society. To be effective, proxies (and the power of attorney or other 
authority, if any, under which it is signed, or a notarially certified copy of that power of author¬ 
ity) must reach the Society's principal office not less than two clear working days before the 
time for holding the Meeting. Members or proxies who intend to be present at the meeting 
should bring with them details of their policy numbers or in the case of proxies the policy num¬ 
bers in respect of which they have been appointed proxy, and in all cases some means of 
identification. Registration will commence at 11.00am. 


Microsoft failed to see 
importance of Internet 


MICROSOFT, the world's 
leading software company, 
yesterday admitted missing 
the importance of the Internet 
The company acknowledged 
that it had to turn round its 
entire organisation within 
days after it failed to realise the 
importance to the computer 
industry and its own business 
of the hundreds of thousands 
of linked computers which 
constitute the Internet 
Having managed to domi¬ 
nate the PC software market 
with products such as Win¬ 
dows, Win95, Excel and Word, 
Microsoft failed to see the full 
potential of the Internet, and 
saw competitor companies 
such as Netscape move in and 


become market leaders in 
terms of providing software 
for Internet access. 

David Svendson, Micro¬ 
soft’s managing director, 
emphasised that his compa¬ 
ny's employees needed a com¬ 
bination of technological skill 
and entrepreneurial flair, and 
had to respond quickly to 
customer needs and execute 
the best marketing ideas. 

He said: “Even the most 
entrepreneurial company 
makes mistakes. Microsoft 
very nearly misjudged the 
growing importance of the 
Internet. We spun on a six¬ 
pence, or five cents, to 
reorganise our whole global 
organisation within days." 


j BUSINESS ROUNDUP 

Court go-ahead for 
Norwich Union float 

THE Norwich Union flotation giving nearly two million 
policvholders free shares worth an average of £1.000 has 
been'approved bv the High Court. Sir Richard Scott, the 
Vice-Chancellor, said that none of the four objectors he 
heard had persuaded him against sanctioning die scheme. 
He added that 9S.S per cent of Norwich Union members in 
the UK had voted For the mutual society to become a limited 
company. The resulr was announced last Friday after the 
mutual "held an extraordinary general meeting at the 
London Arena. 

Sir Richard said that people who wanted to be members 
of a mutual society might well have reason to be aggrieved 
at the prospect of having to become shareholders of a 
limited company, but it was not a point that could be 
allowed to stand in the way of sanctioning the proposed 
transfer. The flotation of the 200-year-old insurer is planned 
for June and about 1.3 billion free shares will be distributed 
to members. Norwich L'nion is raising E1.75 billion on the 
stock market. The new' pic will be worth up to £5 billion. 

PIA fines firm £70,000 

THE Personal Investment Authority fined Berkeley Indepen¬ 
dent Advisers of Manor Road. Coventry. £20.000 plus £15,000 
costs for failing to “have adequate procedures and resources" 
to monitor how its sales force were investigating pensions 
cases. The review was ordered after clients were wrongly 
advised to leave an employer's scheme in favour of private 
pensions. The PIA said Berkeley had admitted failing “to take 
all reasonable steps" to ensure its representative firms 
conducted pensions reviews in accordance with PIA standards. 

Kvaerner jobs saved 

KVAERNER. the Norwegian engineering group thar owns 
Govan shipyard, said that fewer redundancies than planned 
were needed at the Clyde yard after winning a £27 million 
contract from Toisa Ltd to build two platform supply vessels, 
with an option for two more. Kvaerner said the work is 
"timely and will help us to sustain many jobs at the yard until 
the summer of 190S”. It added that Kvaerner Govan still 
needs to secure further significant orders, and its competitive 
edge is not helped by the strength of currency. 

DuPont tops $lbn 

DUPONT, the US chemical firm, reported a rise in first- 
quarter net income to 41.02 billion, from $879 million. 
Earnings rose to a quarterly record of $1.80 a share, up from 
$157. The company said that while sales volumes were strong 
in both the chemicals and specialties sectors, selling prices 
were down because of a stronger dollar. Combined sales for 
the chemicals and specialty divisions were an adjusted $5.9 
billion, up 3 per cent. Petroleum sales were $5.4 billion, up 15 
per cent over last year. 

CDs hit Mayking 

MAYKING. the CD and cassette manufacturer that employs 
360 people at its plant in Battersea, south west London, has 
gone into administration. Nigel Ruddock and Ipe Jacob, of 
Robson Rhodes, the chartered accountants, are now running 
the business, which includes Mayking Multi-Media and May- 
king Cassettes. No job losses are expected. Mayking, which 
has a turnover of more than £30 million, has recently made in¬ 
vestments of about £20 million, but low prices and overcap¬ 
acity have led the company to accrue significant levels of debt 

Flat first half at Siemens 

SIEMENS, the German engineering group, reported flat 
profits of DM1.0S billion for the six months to September 30. 
First-half sales rose to DM44.7 billion, against DM425 billion 
the previous year. The company now plans rodrvesf more non- 
core businesses than it had expected two months ago. Siemens 
expects to sell, or put into joint ventures, businesses with 
annual sales totalling about DM55 billion. A spokeman said: 
“We are following a strategy to strengthen our portfolio. It is a 
process that continues — buying and selling." 
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LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES 


0171-782 7344 


T B Houston SSC 

Group Legal Adviser and Secretary 
15 Dalkeith Road, Edinburgh EH 16 5BU 


3 April 1997 
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□ IoD leaders need not preach □ Football as a game of more than two halves □ Eurotunnel price still in the dark 


^.THE rickets for the Institute of 
Directors annual shindig yes¬ 
terday failed to cany the instruc¬ 
tion mat haloes should be worn, 
but a disturbing air of sanctimony 
hovered over the platform. 

Stuart Hampson, the John 
lewis partner who is more equal 
than the others, was there to 
berate industry’s fat cats and call 
for “fairness". The Institute's 
director-general. Tim Melville- 
Ross. burbled on about the need 
for “honesty, openness, trust and 
integrity” m business. It was 
only the robust presence of Lord 
Young, the entrepreneuriaUy in¬ 
clined former Industry Minister, 
which provided reassurance that 
perhaps the IoD has not entirely 
renounced the profit motive. 
With an imminent election and 
the uncertainties that brings, the 
business community might hope 
that in the IoD it could rely on an 
informed and eloquent advocate. 
On yesterday’s showing, some 
members may now be consid¬ 
ering whether their subscription 
is really necessary. MelviUe- 
Ross's intemperate, and un¬ 
scripted, outburst against 
Labour policy may have en¬ 
livened proceedings, but it was 
hardly constructive. On its 
strength, he is hardly likely to be 
invito! round for tea and cakes at 
number ten on a regular basis. 

Bur his scripted contribution 
was equally unhelpful. If die 
boss of the IoD feels it necessary 


No profit in the directors’ pulpit 


to ask his members whether they 
believe it matters that the values 
of honesty, openness trust and 
integrity be applied in business, 
then he should surely find 
another cause to support. 

There is little comfort to be had 
from the fact that 97 5 per cent of 
his audience pressed their buzz¬ 
ers to record that they did indeed 
believe such values matter. 
Would the brave 2.5 per cent 
please identify themselves and 
explain the thinking behind their 
own enterprises? 

Apart from their ethics. Mel¬ 
ville-Ross cast doubt on the 
financial abilities of British 
businessmen. They were, he 
said, suffering from a skills 
shortage. 

Apart from trying to sell some 
of rhe ioD’s various distance 
learning packages, the aim of his 
speech seemed to be to launch 
business on a glorified public 
relations drive. 

The prospect of teams of 
directors going into schools to 
sell the idea that business is good 
seems likely to win few admirers 
if their message is couched in 
similar vein to yesterday’s 
speeches. 


The majority of Britain's 
businessmen know exactly what 
their role is and are striving to 
fulfil it. They do not need Stuart 
Hampson to tell them nor to be 
greedy or Tim MelviUe-Ross to 
tell them to be honest. 

They may. however, benefit 
from having a strong voice to 
speak on their behalf, particu¬ 
larly with an incoming govern¬ 
ment. And if that voice does 
reach the ear of the next admin¬ 
istration it should find better 
things to wfungc about than a 
lack of equity capital. If Melville- 
Ross still believes in the existence 
of an equity cap, he is mis¬ 
informed as wet) as misguided. 

Play the teams that 
know their goals 

□ The “so called" football sec¬ 
tor has a market capitalisation 
of less than half the smallest 
sector of the FT Actuaries Index 
— textiles and apparel — and 
has raised only £200 million 
from investors so far. Yet there 
is a plethora of City analysts 
who nave turned into football 
gurus, from Nick Knight, the 


PENNINGTON 



head of strategy at Nomura, 
downwards. 

But however much you try and 
turn the analysis of football 
investment into a science, the fact 
is the bloke who sells you The 
Times in the morning probably 
has more insight into whether 
you should buy one football stock 
rather than another. Look az the 
recent collapse of Sunderland’s 
share price as it plummets 
towards the Premiership relega¬ 
tion zone — and the raUjjr in 
Southampton's price as it scram¬ 
bles toward safety. When 
Sunderland floated we were told 
that relegation was already dis¬ 
counted. If so. why are the shares 
now nearly a pound below the 
offer price? And why should a 
goal by Southampton's Egil 


Ostensiad take 7.5 per cent off 
Sunderland's share price and 
put it on Southampton’s? 

The only safe investments in 
this sector are the football stocks 
with a proper income flow, 
where performance on the field 
is die icing, nor the cake. 
Manchester United's perfor¬ 
mance against Borussia Dort¬ 
mund last night will have little 
effect on its medium-term cash 
flow. The stadium sells out every 
week, the merchandise income 
flows in and should anyone want 
to start a European super¬ 
league, United will be invited to 
join. UBS reckons such an 
invitation could add £15 million a 
year to the dub's profits. 

Who else qualifies in the 
quality stakes? Newcastle Uni¬ 
ted, because of its fantastic home 
support, Tottenham Hotspur 
ana Asian Villa, solid Premier¬ 
ship clubs with good commercial 
management, and Bumden Lei¬ 
sure. the owners of Bolton 
Wanderers, which has realised 
that being a middle-ranking dub 
is not enough to be worth a 
listing and is setting about 
finding other ways of making 
money. Quoted clubs in die 


lower reaches of the Premiership 
and the fop part of the first 
Division should look and learn. 
Football is not enough. 

Tunnelling towards 
the light 

□ THE ways of French fisher¬ 
men. like French fanners and 
French politicians, are hard for 
the Anglo-Saxon mind to fathom 
sometimes, but some of the 
former must surely have a soft 
spot for Eurotunnel. Their 
horrendous blockades of cross- 
Channel ferries this week will 
have highlighted again the 
attractions of the tunnel. 

The markets have been fed 
with well-grounded rumours for 
the past couple of weeks that 
today's 1996 figures would pro¬ 
vide positive news on refinanc¬ 
ing . Indeed so. Forecasts for 
Eurorunnel have always been a 
mug’s game, bur rhe company 
has a chance of agreeing the 
financial restructuring with 
banks and shareholders by rhe 
the first anniversary of its first 
being announced, in October. 
This is not to say it will be easy; 


those French shareholders, with¬ 
out wishing to sound too 
chauvinistic, share a similar 
militant mind-ser with their 
fishermen. But they wifi even¬ 
tually have to accept the dilution 
of their shares that will give the 
banks half the company. 

The 30-odd steering banks 
agree that the refinancing should 
take place. Of the other 200. most 
must want out, and the seoondaiy 
debt market planned by the big 
banks will facilitate this. Some 
analysis believe that the tunnel, 
ahead of the interest burden, was 
profitable in the second half of 
last year, despite the fire. All well 
and good; but those of a strictly 
logical, Cartesian mind should 
nor think too hard about the 
nonsense that is Eurotunnel's 
current share price. 

Gas blast 

□ CLARE Spottiswoode has ral¬ 
lied to Centrica, the successor to 
British Gas that supplies the 
stuff. From the woman who did 
more than most to bring the 
company to its current state, rhis 
seems a case of too little, too late. 
Site believes Centrica, as a non¬ 
monopoly, should nor be hit with 
a Labour windfall tax. Logically, 
the entire burden should fall on 
the other half, BG, owner of the 
TransCo monopoly. Sharehold¬ 
ers. please note — your regulator 
is not finished with you yet. 
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James Raddiffe, left, and Derek Stott joint chairmen of Laytons Wine Merchants which has been acquired by its managers for an undisclosed 
sum from Graham Chidgey, the owner for 32 years. The business has an annual turnover of £7 million, and the buyout was backed by NatWesL 


Missing millions 
hit Molins shares 


By Fraser Nelson 


SHARES of Molins suffered 
their sharpest one-day fail in 
ten years after the packaging 
machinery group said it had 
uncovered a £7.4 million hole 
in its accounts. 

The company has sent in 
KPMG, its auditors, to investi¬ 
gate Langston, its correlated 
board machinery business in 
the US, after discovering that 
the division's profits had been 
overstated by some $12 million 
over several years. 

It has already fired Walt 
Belville and Leo Maynes. two 
Americans in charge of the 
business, replacing them with 
managers from the UK. Both 
executives were on a profits- 
related bonus scheme that 
could add a further 30 per cent 
to their salaries. 

Michael Orr, chairman, 
said there was no suggestion 
that any cash had been embez¬ 
zled but said there could be a 


gulf between the actual and 
reported value of Langston's 
stock. He said: “We ran a 
bonus scheme like most US 
companies, which could have 
provided some motivation in 
doing this." 

Langston reported a profit 
of £3.7 million for 1996.15 per 
cent of group total, ft is 
understood that £1.85 million 
of this was overstated, and 
that the missing £5.55 million 
could have been pencilled in 
over a period that could 
stretch as far back as ten 
years. KPMG is due to submit 
a full report by July. 

Mr Orr attempted to calm 
market nerves by saying that 
40 per cent of the overstated 
profits could be reclaimed 
through tax rebates. However, 
the shares plunged 97b p to a 
two-year low of 645p. 
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ASB seeks 
derivatives 
disclosure 

By Robert Bruce 

THE Accountant Stan¬ 
dards Board is set to oblige 
companies to disclose their 
use of derivatives and fi¬ 
nancial instruments. 

Today it publishes its 
financial reporting expo¬ 
sure draft on the subject, 
which unexpectedly sug¬ 
gest the new rales should 
be mandatory. When it 
published its views in dis¬ 
cussion form last year a 
majority of respondents ar¬ 
gued that (he rules should 
be for guidance only. 

The new rules, which 
are expected to come into 
force next year, would 
apply to all bank and 
insurance companies and 
all other companies which 
have a capital instrument 
listed on a UK market 
Accountancy, page 32 


Bank of Scotland rules 
out building society buy 


By Robert Miller, banking correspondent 


BANK OF SCOTLAND yes¬ 
terday ruled out the takeover 
of a building society, claiming 
they had become roo. expen¬ 
sive. Peter Bun. chief execu¬ 
tive said: “We have deep 
pockets but very short arms. 
Societies are expensive for 
what you get at the moment" 
The bank, which is also 
frequently talked about as a 
possible takeover target for 
Royal Bank of Scotland, yes¬ 
terday set out its stall for 


independence by reporting a 
22 per cent rise in pre-tax 
profits to E664.1 million for the 
year to February 28. 

Mr Burt said he was building 
a network that could remain 
effective for at leasr )5 years. 
His aims were to keep share¬ 
holders and customers happy. 

The final dividend is lifted to 
5.3lp (4.4Gp), payable on June 
20. This raises the total annual 
dividend 20 per cent to 822p. 

While the UK. which con¬ 


tributed 87 per cent of rhe 
bank’s profits at E536.8 mil¬ 
lion, still accounts for the 
bedrock of rhe BoS businesses, 
Australasia is starting to make 
its mark even though the 
BankWesi acquisition has yet 
to live up to expectations. It 
made a pre-tax profit of 
$A!50,I million f£69.5million), 
$9.S million below its forecast. 

Mr Burt said the profit 
shortfall arose mainly from 
unprecedented competition 


Buoyant figures give lift to 
Commercial Union shares 

BY Marianne Curphey. insurance correspondent 


SHARES of Commercial 
Union rose yesterday on the 
back of buoyant new business 
figures that confirmed an up¬ 
turn in worldwide demand for 
long-term savings products. 

General Accident, a fellow 
composite insurer, also row; 
strongly after a positive trad¬ 
ing statement at its annual 
meeting. By the markers 
dose. CU shares had in¬ 
creased 13p to 653p, while 
those of GA were up 20hp to 
SSlbp. 

Analysts were encouraged 
by predictions from Loni 
Airlie, chairman of GA, that 


first-quarter figures for 1997. 
to be announced on May 13. 
would show much improved 
trading results over T996. 

At CU, worldwide new busi¬ 
ness increased 25 per cent to 
£853 million in the first three 
months of 1997, while sales of 
investment products rose to 
£85 million, up 12 per cent. 

In the UK. single premium 
sales more than trebled to £153 
million, reflecting healthy 
sales of investment bonds and 
individual pensions. 

However, new annual pre¬ 
miums were down 4 per cent 
to £1! million, with a 22 per 


cent increase in individual 
pension sales being offset by 
lower group pension business. 

Worldwide, new annual 
premiums were 28 per cent 
higher at £74 million, while 
sales of single premium prod¬ 
ucts rose 27 per cent to £694 
million. The worst performing 
market was France, where a 
reorganisation of the life 
salesforce and the product 
range affected new business 
and market conditions were 
less buoyant than in the 
comparable period last year. 
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and the consequent pressure 
on margins in the West Aus¬ 
tralian home loans market 

In New Zealand, the Coun¬ 
trywide Banking Corporation 
reported a 36 per cent increase 
in pre-tax profits to NZ$82.8 
million (£34.1 million), while 
total assets were up 15 per cent 
at NZ$7.5 billion, mainly on 
the back of retail mortgages. 

Of the other BoS businesses. 
Bank of Wales saw profits rise 
to £14 million although this 
included an exceptional gain 
of E7.4 million from the safe of 
Forthright Finance to NWS 
Bank. Without the one-off sale 
item profits were up 120 per 
cent to £6.6 million. 

NWS Bank, a BoS flagship, 
reported pre-tax profits of 
£131.5 million, compared with 
£121.7 million in the same 
period last year. 

Mr Bur t believes the deci¬ 
sion to link up with Sainbury's 
Bank, which said this week 
that it had recruited more than 
100,000 customers who depos¬ 
ited more than £100 million, 
has vindicated his stand not to 
overpay for a building society 
branch network. 

When the joint venture with 
the supermarket chain rolls 
out in the South East next 
month Mr Burt believes that 
the number of customers 
might double. 

Tempos, page 30 
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Prince buys restaurant stake 


PRINCE ai-Waleed bin Talal is teaming 
uo with Hollywood stars, including 
Sylvester Stallone and Demi Moore, to 

2S3T*. Ho “^aS 

restaurant chain across Europe and the 

^ThePrinee. billionaire nephew of King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia, has won the n^ht 
to develop 34 new restaurants in ernes 
raneins from Brussels to Istanbul. 

He has also acquired regional rights to 
the OflSSbXu Star Caf^aner Holly- 
^oJs new sports themed resiauram 

dSSbJSh has won the backing o 

Andre Agassi. Monica Seles and Tig 


By Alasdair Murray 

Woods. The prince will take a 1 per rent 
stake in Planet Hollywood International 
stodc. 

Robert Earl, founder and president of 
Planet Hollywood, floated the company 
on Nasdaq last year, with financial 
backing from leading Hollywood stars. 
Shares in the company raced From an $18 
opening price to hit a high of more than 
$28. But the price has since crumbled over 
fears that a deal to develop casinos and 
hotels with ITT Sheraton will be shelved 
following Hilton’s takeover bid for the 
Sheraton chain. 

Planet Hollywood is afso facing stiff 


competition from the rival Hard Rock 
chain — which Mr Earl also founded, but 
which is now controlled by The Rank 
Group. But Mr Earl insisted yesterday 
that the new deal marked a significant 
step forward in expanding the Planet 
Hollywood concept internationally. 

In recent months the Prince has 
purchased six of the Princess chain of 
hotels from Lonrho for £350 million. He 
has also taken 5 per cenT stakes in 
TransWorld Airlines and Apple, the 
computer company, and bought the 
George V Hotel in Paris from Granada 
for £104 million. 
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MERCURY 
HELPS CUT 
THE COST 
OF CALLING 
MOBILES. 



Calling a mobile can be an expensive business. But it needn’t be. 
With Mercury SmartCall you can save up to 15%, when compared to 
BTs basic rare. You keep your phone, your number and your BT line. 
All we’ll change is the sue of your bill. So get moving, call us now. 

FreeCall 0500 500 366 

quoting ref. RSTIMMG 
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MICHAEL CLARK: 


Carpet shares have rug 
pulled from under them 


THE slowdown in the housing 
market and the uncertainty 
created by the Genera] Elec¬ 
tion are causing problems for 
the big-ticket retailers. 

ABN Amro Hoare Govett, 
the leading stockbroker, says 
carpet shops are among rhe 
worst hit along with the furni¬ 
ture retailers. 

Lord Harris of Peckham’s 
fast-growing Carpebright led 
the way down with a fall of 
-J2 f ip at -ISOp, along with 
Allied 5 Carpets, 7‘zp ofT at 
244p. DFS Furniture, which 
delivered impressive profit 
numbers on Tuesday, added 
another 2'2p at 552p, support¬ 
ed by some bullish comments 
from NatWest Securities. This 
rubbed off on MFl Furniture. 
Up up at 159‘rp. 

Matthew Siebert at Hoare 
Govett did the damage yester¬ 
day. He told clients that these 
retailers were highly geared to 
tnp-line sales and if those sales 
failed to materialise, it would 
have a major effect on the 
bottom line. Carperright 
would be the worst hiL Its 
sales would take longer to 
recover because they were at 
the lower end of the market 

He calculates that every l 
per cenr decline in Jike-for-like 
sales would mean a 5 per cent 
reduction in pre-tax profits. As 
a result, he has cut his profit 
forecast for Allied Carpets by 
£1 million to £17 million for 
this year, followed by a further 
reduction of £1 million to £21 
million in I<WB. 

He is sticking with his April 
year-end forecast ■ for 
Carpetright of £34 million, but 
has reduced next year by £2 
million to £415 million. He is 
unmoved at £38 million for 
DFS this year, but has cut next 
year by £2 million to £47 
million. He expects £74 mil¬ 
lion from MFl this year, but 
has lopped E3 million off next 
year's ES5 million. 

“R?ople are nor moving or 
doing up their h'ouses. March 
housing transactions were still 
below those of March 1995." 
he said. 

But he continues to look for 
signs of a recovery in the final 
quarter. “The outlook does 
look better once the election is 
out of the way. The Budget in 
November should be consum¬ 
er friendly", he adds. 

Share prices in London 
responded positively to the 
surge overnight on Waif 
Street, which saw the Dow 
enjoy fts second biggest one- 
day gain. 

There was little response to 
the latest call by Eddie 



Laura Ashley shares fell 5*2p ahead of figures today 


George, Governor of the Bank 
of England, for another rise in 
interest rates, published in the 
March minutes of the monthly 
economic meeting with the 
Chancellor. 

But with New York opening 
on a cautious note, prices in 
London closed below (heir 
best of the day. The FT-SE100 
index touched 4596.1 before 
closing 41.6 higher at 4,387.7. 


£75 million. Elsewhere in the 
sector, BOC Group rose lO'zp 
to 9I8p and Kalon 4p to 
130*2p. 

News of a bid approach saw 
Cullens touch 2fr*4p before 
settling just *zp firmer at 24p. 
At these levels die food retailer 
is valued at just £6 million. 

Laura Ashley dropped 5 l 2p 
to 145p after a line of 3-29 
million shares passed through 


THE speculators put in a show at ME PC helping to raise die 
price 9p to 479p. Several lines of stock went through late in 
trading, including 150,000 at 480p and 100.000 at 480p. Once 
again, there is talk of a possible bid from rival Hammersoo. 
I ] 2 p firmer at 4314 p. MEPC is valued at £i.96 billion. 


A total of S7S million shares 
changed hands. 

1CI stood out with a jump of 
!9p ar 720 l ip ahead of first- 
quarter figures later today, 
with SBC Warburg reckoned 
to have picked up 800.000 
shares at a lOp premium to the 
ruling market price. These 
figures are expected to mark a 
low point in the group* for¬ 
tunes. with pre-tax profits 
tumbling from £202 million to 


the market at a 5p discount to 
the ruling market price. The 
group is due to unveil full-year 
figures tomorrow which are 
expected to show pre-tax prof¬ 
its up 50 per cent at £155 
million. Brokers will be anx¬ 
ious to see whar plans Ann 
Iverson, the new chief execu¬ 
tive. has for the future. 

A profits warning saw 
M olios touch 565p before 
dosing 97‘zp down on die day 


STRIKING IT RICH AT LAST 


FTSE 350 oil 
exploration 
and production 
price index 



J FT-SE aQ-share r 
Index (rebased) 
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at 645p. The group, which 
makes machinery for tobacco 
manufacturers, has uncovered 
finandal irregularities at its 
US subsidiary overstating its 
profits last year by E7.4 
million. 

A profits warnings also took 
its toll of Enrodis Electron, 
down 37p at 133'sp. 

Schraders jumped 47‘zp to 
£15.72*z. with BZW said to be 
urging clients to switch out of 
Mercury Asset Management, 
up26 , zpto £lZ97 l z. 

The hosepipe ban does not 
look like having much of an 
impact on Hozelock. where 
the price jumped 45'2p to 
425'zp on the back of its latest 
trading update. 

The figures from Exxon on 
Monday, revealing a stronger 
than expected performance 
from its downstream opera¬ 
tions. set the wires buzzing. 

Tony Alvis, oil analyst at 
Henderson Cmsth waits, the 
. broker, says the producers 
have struggled to make money 
out of their refining and 
marketing interests. The 
sharp rise in the oil price 
earlier this year only added to 
toe problem, squeezing mar¬ 
gins further. “But the message 
from Exxon was positive." 

He continues to recommend 
Shell. 18'zp dearer at £10.84 
ahead of those first-quarter 
figures. NatWest Securities, 
toe broker, is looking for net 
income to be virtually un¬ 
changed on the last quarter at 
£15 billion, but dawn 17 per 
oent on the £1.6 billion Iasi 
year. 

Others to go better yester¬ 
day included BP. lip to 715p, 
Enterprise Ofl. 7 1 2p to 619p, 
and Hardy 03 & Gas. 5p to 
2%'zp. 

□ GILT-EDGED: A weaker 
pound and foils on other 
European bond markets 
meant that London was un¬ 
able to hold on to earlier gains 
inspired by a subdued set of 
retail sales. The auction for £2 
billion of Treasury 7 per cent 
20Q2 was comfortably 3.49 
times oversubscribed. 

The June series of the long 
gilt finished E*8 better at 
£I09 ,7 3 z as 42,000 contracts 
were completed. 

Treasury 8 per oent 2015 
added five ticks at £102 3 <, 
whileTreasury 8 per cent 2000 
was off a tick at £102* 7 3z. 

□ NEW YORK: In the morn¬ 
ing shares were mostly flat, 
with trading confined to a 
band around Tuesday's dos¬ 
ing levels. By midday toe Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
10.83 points higher at 6,822.76. 


MAJOR INDICES 


New York, (midday): 

Dow Jones___ 68ZZ.76 1-IO.S3I 

S*P composite_ 775.31 1-0.701 

Tokyo: 

Nlttel Average_1S735.17|*14H>2I 

Hong Kong: 

Hang seng-12707.04 t-iab.191 

Amsterdam: 

EOE Index-7S8.<M 1*1025) 

Sydney: 

AO_ 2472-4 1-24 71 

Frankfurt 

DAX_3HS.95 (*55.02 

Singapore 

Strain_<- 12.761 

Brussels: 

General_I2JDIJD(*58J« 

Paris: 

CAC-40_2SJ.UH (-15.971 

Zurich: 

SKA On- 905.70 1*5X01 

London: 

FT A3_ 2882J l-C7.lt 

FTSE ICO_ 4387.7 1*4161 

FTSE 250 - 452S.4 1-I5.il 

FTSE 350 _2152.7 1-17.71 

FTSE Euroirack ICO_ 2201.74 t»l7.tM 

FTSE All-Share_2121.13 MM5I 

FTSE Non Financials .. 2I7&.07 [*-13-571 

FTSE Fixed Interest_116.83 1*005) 

FTSE Gcvl Secs-03*7 [-0.031 


_ 2121.13 16.451 

.. 2170.07 1*1357) 

_116.831-005) 

_ 03.67 [-0.031 

Bargains- h°57S 

SEAQ Volume_S785m 

US$_1.6233 HL0157) 

German Mark_17807 1-0432041 

Exchange Index-*5 1-081 

Bank o( England olfldal close (4pm) 

E:ECU_ 1-4286 

E-SDR_ 1.1931 

RF1_155.4 MariiMH Jan 1937=100 

RP1X ..._. 154.9 Mar I2.7TO Jan 1987= I0P 

, RECENT ISSUES 

Alliance a Leicester 545 * 12 

Aurora Inv Trust 100 
Avalon 011 8b 1 : 

Avis Europe 129*-- - I 1 .* 

Bickerwn 38’: 

Charlton Athletic 57': ♦ 1': 

Close Bros Proi VCT 95 

Donaramonlo 74': 

Harvey Nash 193': - 3 

Heal* 2izh 

Mwhven's 48 

NMT (50) 50': - 2 

Newcastle Uid 124 ♦ 3 

N onto tar Secs 28': 

Oxford Tech venture 95 
Slblr Energy 15': 

soccer investments 102': 

Torch Hldgs 107': 

United Overseas Grp bl 1 : 
Worldsec 177 


RIGHTS ISSUES 


Ask Central nip (Ib0) 35 
Break for Brdrn/p (51) 1*1 
Edge Props n/p (135) 18': 
Luminar n/p (333) Si's 
Pembertons n/p (18) 3 

:. MAJOR CHANGES ~ 

RISES: 

Bentalls.138’:pf-11pJ 

MckaySecs. 180p(+llp) 

Television Cp .. 185p(-M(Jp) 

Lainq(J) . 353'tp (* TSp) 

BTG. 652“p (+31 p) 

Hays.... 560p(+20p) 

Royal&SunAl . . 469p(+16p) 

SageGp .662’4J(+21p) 

Cettfich. 575p(+J7\-p) 

Laporta. 684p(+1Bp) 

Ryl BkScot . 565p| + 13p) 

FALLS: 

Eurodis Elect.133'?p(-37p) 

Molins. 645p(-9r.-pj 

Carpetrighi.480p (-42'^)) 

Ramsdens (H).372'rp (-20p) 

MAID .233'^j (-9p) 

Johnson Matth ..S05p|-11p| 

Grampian .251 ’.-p (-10p; 

Rtronic Com .317':p (-9p) 

Southern News . 760p (-10p) 
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Burt’s canny Scots 


STICKING to the knitting has much to 
recommend ii as a business philosophy. Just 
look at what Peter Bun has achieved at Bank 
of Scotland. No nasty black holes from 
tradins in esoteric, or downright dangerous, 
derivatives and a 515 per cent cost-to-Lncome 
ratio that should be the envy of all its major 
competitors bar the Abbey National. 

But perhaps canniest of all is toe way in 
which BoS has overcome the lack of a branch 
network. This was perceived as essential to 
any bank intent on becoming a big wheel in 
retail financial services. Not so BoS. It simply 
did a deal with Salisbury's ana. hey presto, in 
just eight weeks toe new Sainsbury's Bank, in 
which"BoS has a 45 per cent stake, signed up 
more than 100.000 customers who deposited 
£100 million. And toe best is yet to come. The 
new bank will dispiav its wares in toe South 


East in mid-May when it might reasonably 
ex-pect 10 double the size of the business and 
serve as a useful entree into the home and 
personal loan markers. . 

If critics were to point to the fact that 
BankWest. toe West Australian bank, faded 
to meet even irs prospectus targets, the'answer 
from Burr would likely be a “so what BoS 
can use toe bank as a base from which to 
launch a nationwide telephone banking 
operation. Perth, the state capital, is nearer to 
Singapore than Sydney, and many Singapor- 
eans now have holiday homes in west 
Australia. Get toe picture? The marker may 
have only marked up the shares •= p at 33S’z p. 
Bur then you could probably buy Bob shares 
and go away for five years safe in the 
knowledge that it would most likely outper¬ 
form its bigger and swankier brethren. 


Molins 

OH DEAR. Whatever is to 
become of Molins? The once 
proud makers of cigarette 
rolling machines has had 
what can only be described as 
a dreadful few months. And 
to hear the depressed sounds 
coming out of the City, the 
expectations are that things 
can only get worse. 

The trouble with Molins is 
that no one is particularly 
excited about its core busi¬ 
ness. Even the guys who run 
the company hare given up 
smoking. And it is no good 
telling everyone that the Chi¬ 
nese are still puffing away 
like Thomas the Tank Engine 
when they read about "toe 
massive payouts being con¬ 
templated by the likes of BAT 
and Philip Morris. The in¬ 
vention of pyramid tea bass 
should have brought it a 
boost, but that was not con¬ 
sidered enough. 


WHILE all around, insurers 
are rushing to make bids for 
toe handful of remaining 
mutuals left in the wild. 
Commercial Union is sitting 
an its hands. 

CU has expressed reserva¬ 
tions about “buying at toe top 
of toe bull market" in toe UK. 
This is in spite of rumours 
that CU and BAT. owner of 
Eagle Star, were in talks last 
year over combining opera¬ 
tions in a rapidly consolidat¬ 
ing insurance industry’. 

Although there is still plenty 
of opportunity for CU to join in 
the bidding, it has been far 
from idle in the interim. New 
products in Inland and Italy 
have pushed up sales of long¬ 
term life business. And al¬ 
though volumes are still 
relatively small, these provide 
a balance ro the difficulties 
experienced by CU in France, 
where it has its biggest 
exposure. 

CU’s French operations 
are now more than twice of 
those in the UK. If toe French 


That is why Molins decid¬ 
ed to surge into toe US. But it 
is all going horribly wrong. 
First it loses an eight-year 
court battle to protect its 
patents. Then toe strong 
pound hit just as Molins was 
expending on the other side 
of toe pond. Now it finds that 
one of its subsidiaries has 
been overstating its profits 
and has asked Price 


Waterhouse and KPMG to 
find out what is going on. 

Inevitably, toe market has 
over-reacted. Taking another 
13 per cent off the share price 
in minimal trading means 
toe Molins stock is down a 
third since the misery 
started. But there is still a 
decent core business, if a lit¬ 
tle dull. Treat this bad news 
as a buying opportunity. 


1 FT-SE all-share 
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business looks weak at 
present, it is only in compari¬ 
son with a very’ good 1996. In 
spile of these difficulties. 
France still pulled in £357 
million worth of new single 
premiums as opposed to a 
mere £153 million in the LHC. 

CU’s strategy to look to 
Europe and beyond for prof¬ 
its may seem contrary to 
insurers fixated with pulling 
off toe best deal in die UK. 
Nevertheless, a 25 per cent 
worldwide increase in new 
business shows CU’s policy 
of diversification means it 
can balance difficulties in one 
country with rapid growth in 
anorher. An attactive 
combination. 

Umeco 

UMECO. we are told, is in 
the process of regeneration. 
Passing the baton from one 
generation to toe next From 
the directors that brought 
you toe surge in Bumfield's 
shares behold a new Umeco. 

Lovers of toe old Umeco 
might be feeling uncomfort¬ 


able. The company has so far 
made its fortune on the 
strength of a steady manage¬ 
ment style—w’hich led to yes¬ 
terday’s apparent acquisition 
from heaven. 

Enter Brian McGowan, 
former chairman of 
Bumfield and current chair¬ 
man of House of Fraser. 
Rather than being dazzled by 
the former, shareholders 
would do well to cast an eye 
towards the latter. As befits 
toe young lurk he once was. 
McGowan is talking of an 
aggressive expansion strate¬ 
gy. This smacks of either 1 
high leverage or consistent ! 
cash calls, and a break from 
toe considered approach. 

McGowan has his fans, 
and yesterday's surge in 
share price shows, they have 
already bought their tickets. 
For the undecided^ 
McGowan leaves two exam¬ 
ples: Bumfield, which shot to 
fame before Farley bid for if, 
and House of Fraser, which 
has been an unmitigated 
disaster from start to finish. 
Be cautious. 






DOLLAR RATES 


Wall: 


COCOA 

May-[019-11)18 Jul-1060-1057 

Jul-IQ38-KU7 Sep-1070.1067 

Sep_10S2-4050 Dec-1083-1080 

Dec- 1036-1025 Mir-11 CO-1092 

Mar .._j_ 1037-1036 

May-1050-1048 volume 6235 

ROBUST* COFFEE t» 

May __ 1635-1630 Jan-.' 1653-1645 

Jul - 1603*1661 Mar- 1635 SLR 

Sep-1673-1672 May- 163S-I600 

New- 1675-1672 Volume; 5513 

WHTTEtSUGAlMFOB) 

Renter* Mar-301540.1 

spoc 306.0 May- 303.4-015 

AUg-314.4-140 AUR-unq 

oa- 307.1-aw. oet-- 

Dec- 304JMO6 Volume; 2723 


MEAT a LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION , 

Average la mock prices at representative 
mirteu an April 22 

(p/kg M PSe Sheep Carte 

GB:_94.61 13759 9115 

|*/~1_*11.04 *2.73 -a' 

EngJWalCK_94.91 I39.46 41.‘ 

1-H_*10.46 *2-77 -OJ 

TO_,__ -4X1 *17.0 -25 

Scotland:_ 90.43 118X4) 93 j 

f*H_-1*1.94 -1.3? -3- 

TO_-2&JJ -70 -13 


ICIS-LOR (London 640pm| 
CRUDE OILS (S/barrel FOB) 

Brem Physical_ I7A0 -0.0S 

Brent 15 day Dun)- 183X3 -0.15 

BrcntlSdaylJul)- 16.10 -010 

W Texas InKnoedtufe (Jun) 19-60 -0.15 

W Texas Inierrnedmic (Jul) 19.65 -a 10 

PRODUCTS (SfMT) 

Spot GIF NW Europe (prompt deQvuy) 

BkJ Offer 
Premium Unld _. 198 in/c) 202 (nJO 

Gasoil EEC- 167 H) I6*H» 

Fuel Oil- 60 Intel 62 (nte) 

Naphtha- 175 (n/e| 178 (n/c) 

IPE FUTURES fGNI Ltd) 
GASOIL 


GNI LONDON GRAIN Fl/TURES 


UFFE WHEAT 
tdoacE/fl 


UFFE BARLEY 
(dose E/4 


May — 
tui —_ 

_ 97M 

_10065 

May — 
Sep — 

-fftxn 

- 93.00 




Jan- 

_ 100.75 

Mar — 

- WJD 

Volume 6W 


volume 6 

UFFE POTATO (E/fl 

Open 

close 

N 

ty- 

-25 J) 

200 


Jun--— unq 433) 

Nov_ 6SJ» 

volume: 1 W 

RUBBER (No I RSS Cif p/k) 
May-7I-SO710Q 

UFFE BIFFEX (GNI ltel$10/p4 


Jun" — 

I6-U30-M-Z5 

Sep . 

I69^S*9.7S 


Hlgtl 

taw 

Cftwe 

Jul - 

I65.7S-66.CB 

Vd: 15114 

Apr 97 

1280 

I27S 

12J5 


BRENT (6.00pm) 


May 97 

Jun 97 

12* 

1210 

127$ 

1200 

129$ 

1210 

Jun — 

. I7.9&-18J32 

Sep _ 

.. 1856 SLR 

JUl 97 

1155 

has ’ 

1160 

Jul - 

. 18X39-18.14 

oa ... 

_n/a 

Vol: 421 lots 


Open [merest- 2*0 


AUg- 18-20-18.3b 


Index 1292-22 


(Official (Volume pm dail LONDON METAL EXCHANGE 
Copper Ode A (S/torinq_ CWu 24823K141M3J 3*nttr 23SJV2353 


LeatJ'U/ionnel__ 

DrK Spec HI Cde tS/tonnO - 

Tin (Snoring -—— 

Aluminium HI Gde tS/tormef 
Nickel iSJioniK) —- 


634 0063500 
I25D-S-125I.O 
779533-56053] 
I57IS-I57ZS 
730I3J-73Q23J 


3mde 23S2JV23533> 
6384X363850 
1273.5*127433 
SglUFSBZUD 
16053-1605.0 
741033-74200 


Ctlfll PW* 

_ Serial Jal Oo Jin Jd Oa Jan 

AlIU Dum_ 420 25 34 3Wj 14'i Z>, 30 

1-4341 460 8*1 17 Of. «: 44 S4'i 

ASDA— 110 T, 9A 115 3*i 7 8 

I-IIZ'J 131 3 3 7 9 l?i 1J-, 

Boot)_WO 5V, 63 tfh 10 19. 3ft 

(-695) TOO Z2T. S3*: 42 31 37>, 43 

BrAlrwayv. 650 544 68 774 12 19 244 

I-WJ3) no 344 40 SO 344 42 47 

BP_ lOO 3T. 53 bT, 21 JO 374 

(-71+4J 7W IS 3tft 394 514 59 M'l 

BfStorf— 140 114 114 14 V, 4 12 

l'146'd IbO 3 4 6 214 224 254 

C8W_460 37 46 55*. (6 22 214 

P4WJ 500 IB 27 »4 37 43 49 

0.1_ 650 40 59 M4 29": S3 56 

[-653 TOO 20 », 5J 1 , 60*. 824 894 

Id_700 44 55 o?4 14 Zb 31 

(-7»>J 7® 19 »4 -13 9*. 52*. S74 

Land Sec— 750 48 SS4 64'. 124 18 24 

p7M*,) 800 Jb4 29 38>, 39 44 SO 

MAS_ 500 194 3Bi 38 204 24 284 

(•3UI 550 4 12 19 57 S8 1 . 61 

Nal Wed... bSU 674 77 90 10 St. 26 1 . 

(Wrl 700 34' 474 63 ZP. 43 '. -W 

Safewat pic .00 3Vi 364 12 154 20 

r34A4) 360 9 17 23 29 324 3b 

SaliUbuqr . 300 314 », 3», S 8 104 

r3284) 330 12 184 224 184 21 34 

slid!_ 1050 65 8741014 19 3b', +44 

1-10821 H* 364 *W4 74 +04 Vf, 67 

SmJd BCh_ HO IT, 95 1114 20 33 44 

{*45} 050 434 68 85 41 55 664- 

SioKitse— 300 — — —— — — 

(unq) 330 ----- — 

rm tilfpr — SO — — — — — — 

tunij «J— — — - — " 

Zeneca..— IB00U74161 201', 45 744 87 
(•185141 1900 60 108 1484 93 122 1334 

_ Series W ou Jm W Od Jm 

BAT Ind— 500 44 S3 1 , dS 18 324 334 

I-5M4J 550 214 314 04 45 W, 66 

VOdBlone. 2M S 33*1 384 T: 1?J lb 

rZIti 280 14 23 284 164 K 25 

_ Series May Abb N or May Ang Nav 

cmd Met- SdO 23 35 1 ! 44 5 17 214 

P5I4I 550 3 134 21 364 444 49 

Udhrokc— 184 254 20*. I 44 8 

[-7V.M 240 5 134 18 8 124 lb', 

URjBtK—ZV **4 18 22 4 9 14 

rsa « i*. m‘n a s 

April 23. IW7TUC 39873 Ca& 26980 
Put 12893 FTSECafi: 14666 Pat m 
•Oadertyntj sccuriry prict 

L 





CaBs 


PW* 1 

Scries 

Jul 

Oa 

Ju 

Jol 

Oa 

Jan 

BAA- 

soo 

41b 

» 

S7b 

9 

1.3 

18 

CS3 I'd 

550 

12 

23b 

3Z-I 

32 

37 

42 

Thames w. 

6SD 

4b 

$3 

58b 

30*. 

34S 

<2b 

P674S) 

7* 

21 

30 

36>, 

Sff, 

63 

70b 

Series May Ang NovMay Aug 

Nov 

BTR- 

240 

sr. 

28 

32 

IV 

S 

8 

FZS91 

260 

bb 

16*, 

3ff, 

8 

12$ 

16b 

Br Aero_ 

350 

37 

sob 

06 

28 

50b 

65 

niMM 

401 

Iff: 

56b 

Bib 

57b 

77b 

91 

BrTelan-. 

420 

40 

4ffi 

SZ 

Ob 

II 

14 

WT'.i 

teO 

II 

ZJb 

ar, 

10b 

JOb 

3Jb 

cad bn 17 — 

300 

rt, 

3ffi 

46*. 

5 

Iff. 

[9b 

rsiffj 

550 

2’, 

16 

24 

34b 

41b 

45b 

Guhines? — 

503 

M 

Jff, 

48b 

4b 

Ub 

17 

I-51R) 

550 

3 

14b 

24 

33 

39 

Aib 

GEC_ 

JUS 

IT, 

Z7 

32 

3 

14 

IS 

(■TTS'J 

m 

3', 

12 

18 

19 

31V 

J5 

Hinson— 

-WO 

10 

21b 

26b 

Tt 

lib 

St, 

r»n 

3» 

lb 

ff. 

14 

2ft, 

33-, 

38 

LASMO_ 

230 

16 

24 

2ff. 

Jb 

9 

1) 

rail'd 

240 

5b 

14 

t9 

13 

IB 

Iff, 

Lueajvarlty 

180 

15 

Iff 

ZS 

2 

6 

q 

ri92'd 

200 

Jb 

Q 

IJ 1 , 

Iff, 

IS 1 . 

19 

PflUngm.- 

(ID 

7 

10 

— 

2 

7 

— 

ni4j 

13) 

Z 1 ; 

5b 

— 

T, 

13 

— 

Prudential. 

$50 

38b 

55b 

65b 

4 

13b 

21$ 

(*582) 

too 

II 

2Jb 

38b 

24b 

JSb 

45 

Red land— 

■UP 

24b 

y? 

J7'. 

ft 

IS 

JO 

P5S2) 

360 

5b 

14b 

23, 

24 

Jib 

3b 

R-Rnyce_ 

240 

10 

20 

S 

6 

12 

Iff, 

(*343'd 

260 

2«j 

II 

16 

Iff. 

23 

26 

toco_ 

JW3 

14 

27. 

33b 

5b 

12 

ir. 

W,) 

393 

2': 

13 

Iff, 

23b 

»b 


wlULams_ 

230 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(unq) 

yc 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

FTSE 

INDEX 

l*43BSb) 




4300 4350 

44* 

4430 4500 j 

CaRs 








May I6R 

UU, 

89 

$8 

34b 

IS 1 , 

Jun 206 

167 

133 

103b 77b 

56 

Jul 234 

. 196 

Mb 

lUb 105 

81 

AUg 248 

214 

182b 

IXl 

125', 

iaz 

Dec - 

3H 

— 

Z39 



87 

Ml 








MW Iffl 27 

10 

60 

** 

123b 

Jim v 


76b 

% 

122 

150 

Jul 6P 

77'i 

ffSb 

114b L3bb 

64 

AUg 19 

<X>. 

114 

132*1 I57>, 

84b 

Pee 

141 


176 


- 

Z2A>, 


KmeOstu-... 650 
<Wi} 700 

_ Scries 

Hr Gas_230 

2+0 

Serin 

Dixons__ Soo 

{-50741 550 

EMI Group 1200 

r-IZIW 1250 

Tarmac — 110 

MIS) 133 

tflllsdwn_ 180 

[’184J 2D3 

Lorrtio— 130 
HJ6) 140 

Sean_90 

(unq) loo 
mom EMI 1500 
(unq) 1600 
Tomkins— 260 

ntl-d 230 

LtoydsTSB 500 
r536-J 550 

Sox pwr_360 

[-3791 J90 

Unllcaer- 16 * 
l’lb 2 sy I wo 


25 +6 564 9 
44 22", 3Z4 39 
Jnn Jna 

XT, - — 64 

7 - - 16 

Jim Stp Pcc J— 

S/. 37 1 : 484 IP. 

8 164 274 454 

61 91 1104 284 

364 U4 87 54 
11 144 1b 24 

5 9 UT. tfi 

64 84 - S', 

O', 2*; - 25*' 
10*. 14 lb4 2*, 
5 9 114 7 


lb ZZ 244 
Vi 12 15 

4b 58 70S 
16 294 43 
21 35 », 
Iff, Iff, 23 
634 111141264 
19 55 744 


Long Gilt 

Previous open Imetcsc 172833 

German Govt Bond (Bund) 

Previous open Imeresc Z70704 

tertian Govt Bond (BTP) 

Previous open Intense IUIJ7 

Japanese Govt Bond (JGB) 
Three Mth Sterling 


Previous open 

Three Mth 

Previous open 

Three Mth 

Previous open 

Three Mth 


Intense 459232 

E uni mark 

interest: 1X32780 

Eurohra 

liueresc 300879 

Euroyen 








IJS70-I..28S6 

1W-16 

109-^ 

I0ffl3 

109-16 

42376 

Austria __ 

Belgium [Com)-- 

_ 12.05--.i0b 
_. 35J5-JS-*) 

109-33 

109-30 

109-11 

109-11 

m 

Canaria - 

l_W35-l..»«i 
























I27A4 

127 n! 

279 










126.70 

lfti.75 

126J9 

12667 

2274 



125.43 


125 A3 



Malaysia_ 

2.4%0-2.4996 

























%75 







56.70 

13W0 









03 43 

93.47 

9I3J7 

93.44 

14170 




OTHER STERLING' 


RodotfWoHf 
VoL 1771975 
1992* 
0335* 
2Z715 
1921075 
9T656 


Three Mth Euroswiss 

Previous open Interest 114870 

Three Mth ECU 

Previous open interest 33010 

FTSE 100 

Previous open Interest M093 




982W 98.11 98J3b 

98J34 98235 98ID 

95.77 95.81 9S76 

95.76 95l79 95.76 

44052) 442021 438721 
4416.0 44272) 44160 






Cab Pots 

Scries Jd On Jan Ad Od Jan 

AbbjrNal— 800 51 68', 84 25’, 41 «" 

rBia 89) 274 -M'l 59* 524 67 73>. 

At»M— 140 — — — — — — 

(unq) 160 — — — — — — 

Bart**ys_ J050 ST, 78 974 .344 55 63 

(-10574) II* 34 544 73 62 82 894 

Nall FWr_ 5U0 <f: 47 50 2Z4 27 32 

PS25) 550 18 22 264 514 55 60 

Series JtlOuJu MMJu 

GlaxoW- 1150 671 814107 351, 564 454 

rilbjy 12* 38 57 a?.- *I4 834 91 

HSBC_15*114 143** 178 38 644 81 

(-155(4 16* (O 92 1254 854 1134 1284 

Roller__ <00 384 524 67*. 214 iff, 37 

fMW 6Sd 16*: 30 444 SO 57 64 

Royal«SUn4tO iff, 4Z 494 14** 214 29 

5* 13 234 314 374 4?. 5ff* 

SmesMay A< Nav 

Blue Ore—4M ]24 274 35 10 18*, 25 

rczi'4 460 i II 18 J9 43 484 


Base Rates dealing Banks 6 Finance Hsetfi 

Dnxonnt Market Loans O/nlphl high: 13 UN* 5"» Week fixed: 

Treasory Bilb, (CMskBuy: 2 mth of.: 3 mth 6*.. Sell: 2 mth b'a; 3 mih: b'». 


Local Antborily Dtps: 
Srerfing CDs 
Dollar CDs . 


1 mth 

2 Drift 

3 rath 

6 mtfa 

12 tath 

1W, 

6'-6b. 

6W, 

b’ffUb 


ew* 

6’iffb 1 . 

6"ffb"n 

6W- 

VbrftXu 

n/a. 

bW. 


b’r6$> 

e'ir6e n 

6*» 

n/a 

b’u 

bf ■ 

6>. 

WwUh, 

6W» 

6"trCPu 

b'mtt, 

b "tffb 

5J5 

n/a 

5.72 

5.91 

bjb 

ftrVm 


tw. 

tTwU, 

6 


131;rTfli ’i . 1 3]a 


Currency 

7 day 

1 roll, 

3oA 

« mth 

Can 

DoBar 

5br5'- 

5V5*. 

5-^5$. 

b-5b 

5Wi 

Peaftthaarlc 

3>m3 

JVJb. 

T-O 1 - 

JV3V 

JV2*. 

French Franc 

J*rfb 

y»y» 

3'r-Jb 

T.r3'~ 

Tm 2N 

Srrtot Franc 

l*»rib. 

1VI'. 

IVIb 


A* lb 

Ye* 

Vb 

Va 

b-b 

Vm 

i-par 


BuBhjh: Open $340.75-3412)5 dose S34a70-341220 High: 5J41 JO-341.70 
Loss *34020-340.70 AM: J34CL70 PM: F3512W 
Krugerrand: *3402X3-3422)0 [UJ92X3-2112X1) 

Pbfinom: S373JX) (E228.75) Silver: *4.75 (E2.92S) paHadiam: *154230 (E94.4S 




Mid Rides Cor April 22 

Amstenfam- 

Brussels__- 

Copenhagen — 

Dublin- 

Frankfurt-- 

Lisbon--- 

Madrid__ 

Milan-—-- 

Montreal—— 

New York™.,—. 

Oslo..- 

Paris,- 

Stockholm -- 

ToKyo_„,—_— 
Vienna —— 

Zurich-—.-- 

SamcExtd 


Range 

3. f 252-J. 1510 
57584-572.81 
10.534-1068! 
J 23480-12633 
17782-23328 
279217-281.75 
Z3-L33-23&52 
2762.9-27952, 
22&17-2—801 
1.6228-1.6350 
) 1.425-1 1J32 
9J75M4SD 
12^79-12^67 
204.61-2C6.16 
19^52-19.726 
2J70frA392B 


dose 

3.1252-3.1284 
S7J84-57J94 I7-I2pr 48-41 pr 

10584-10994 V4pr ’*\pr 

I23480-J2M93 7*3pT 2M6pr 

2.7782-2.7*12 ’^ipr ZV24pr 

279D7-279J2 ISpftpar- 'rApT 

ZUJ3-ZHJB 14-4pr 53-34pr 

Z7 62.9-27603 13-27dS 28~MJs 

2J617-i2639 I.18-1.10pr 12^*1.61 pr 

1:6228-14238 077S-0575pr 023WL237pr 
J K 425-11.444 VipT v>pr 

9J757-9J851 2VZ4pr 6Vff,pr 

li379-12JW V«pr Vrpr 

20461-204^2 IVJpr 3-7.pr 

10552-19574 'rVr IVI'^Jr 

25706-25737 ’r*.pr ZVJ.pr 

Premium - pr. Discoanr • ds. 


I month 3 mo nth 

4-*4ir 2V2’.pr 


Arferulru peso* __ 

Australia dollar__ 

Bahrain dinar__ 

Bradl reap_ 

China yuan- 

Cyprus pound__ 

Finland markka- 

Greece drachma_ 

Hong Kong dollar .— 

India rupee- 

Indonesia rupiah _ 

Kuwait dinar KD _ 

Malaysia ringgit _~ 
New Zealand dollar _ 
Pakistan rupee _____ 

Saudi Arabia rtyal_ 

SlnKupore dollar_ 

S Africa rand (com)_ 

Ua Edfrtum_ 

Barclays Bank GTS • 


- 1.6266-14)293 

-ZCFMO-2J3967 

.. 0*09506215 

- 1.7220-1.7264 

-135*3-10683 

-05260-0.8360 

--858008.4960 

-44075447.75 

_. I2.S951-l2.fOl4 

-58.0058.% 

-— 3917.03985.6 
0.491005010 

-4. %3 5-4.0666 

—_ 2.3470-254% 

—-65. J 5 Buy 

- 5.885064)090 

- 25490-255T4 

7.206075080 

- 5.935064690 

•Lloyds Bank 


FTSE VOLUMES 


31 374 

AS DA Gp 6£00 
Abbey Nil 3500 
Allied Dom 3.700 
AB Foods 294 
BAA 1600 

BAT lnds 5500 
BC S.6CO 

BOC 1800 

BP 6,600 

BSkyB I5oo 
BTR 8.300 

BT 26000 

BkotScul 11500 
Barclays 5.400 
Bass 2.900 

Blue Circle 2600 
Boots 2.100 

BAe 1,500 

BA 3500 

British Land 964 
Bril Steel 7,100 
Burma ft Cal 173 
Burton 6500 
Cable Wire 5j0f» 
Cadbury 2500 
Carlton Cms 977 
Centrica 47.000 
Cm Union 2500 
Dixons 2.400 
EMI 1500 

Energy Gp 3 JCO 
EnterprOU 2.400 
GRN KN 

CRE 2,700 

GOS 885 

Gen Arc 2.100 
Gen Elec X600 
Glaxo Well 7.700 
Granada 3 jOQO 
Grand Mer 1JXS3 
Guinness 6500 
HSBC 1,400 

Hanson ZMX> 
Hays 3000 

I Cl 1.900 

Imp Tab 3500 
Kingfisher 2500 
LAS MO 2500 
LadbroKe 4,300 


Land Secs 1500 
Legal * On 12500 
LtoydsTSB 5500 
LucasVariiy 5.900 
Marta Spr 3503 
Mercury Asset 174 
Narwst Bk 5600 
Na Grid 53DO 
Nat power 4500 
Next 1J300 

Orange 25ao 

P«o iiao 

Pearson ssu 
PowerGen IrWO 
Prude ml al 2.400 
KMC 363 

RTZ 2500 

Sail track 4500 
Rank Group 2*00 
KecktaCol 3.500 
Reed Inti 2500 
Renloldl 3.100 
Reurerv 9jcn 
Rolls Roycc 2500 
Royal* Sun 7.loo 
Royal Bk SCI UBS 
Safeway 2.100 
Sainsbury muo 
S chroders 79 
Scot & New 1.700 
Scot Power 1500 
Svm Trent 618 
Shell Trans 4500 
Sfebe l.4t» 

smKl Bch 5500 
Smith Nph 3000 
Smiths Jnils ZAW 
Sid Chaxid z.800 
n Gp 803 

Tare B Lyle 534 
Testa 2,400 

Thames W 209 
Tomkins 1,700 
Unilever IJOO 
uidUdjftles 1.400 
utd News 394 
Vodafone 7.400 
Whitbread 955 
wolseicy 513 
Zeneca 2500 


Aprs 

mjpdav dov 

AMP Inc >5 34". 

AMR Cotp Mr, 88'. 

AT » T 31'. E 

Abbon Ubi off. WN 
-vtrorcoJ Micro J8'. T7‘, 

■uanx Ufc W. "S'. 

Abmamon ihF> Jo 

Air Prod a Own 70 bff. 
AHT-Jorll Comm 23‘, 23' ? 
Albmsoni 32'. sr, 
Alcan Alumnm Jp. n 
Allied SIpIXl 74 TT. 
Alum Co « Am w. Off, 
Minib Hess 4ff. 4ff, 
Amrr Brand, S3'. 54'. 

Area El Power 40 40. 

Amcr Esprest. ois uft 
Amer Coil cwp *ff- 39 
Ama Home Pr <W', 6J’» 
Amcr mil IIV 119 

Amer Stores 44'- 4S’. 
Amtt standard M 1 . at. 
Am-nieoi a-, si 
Amo® sj, sy. 

Andrew Corp 2-K- 23% 

AnheUW7«U5Cb 4ft 4T. 
Apple Computer 18’s. 18', 
Ante/ Daniels 16'. IS 1 . 
AtJBOO 4 r. 

AnnsUtig Wrld W, W. 


Apr 23 Apr Z 
midday dose 


Apr 2) Apr 2 
nuddas dmc 


Asarro 28'. 27', 

AU BKSltleM UP. UP, 

AUTO Data pro 44S 44S 

Avery Dennison JP. JtA 
Avon Producw SR 1 . 58*. 

Baker Huebes 3T. Jos 

BalUm Gas • Q 25V 25 . 
Banc One 41'r 41', 

Banfaunenta loos icre. 

Bank of Ny w, W, 

Bankers Tr NY 7ff, 78'. 

Baroen Banks 46*. 47 
Buisch A Lmnb jr. 39*. 
Baxter Inn 4tf- 46-. 

Bean Didcnsn 4SS 44'. 
BiHI AUandc 5ff. Sff, 

Bril Industries in', lbs 

BeUSoun 41'. 4?> 

Black« DecSter 3fi 3K 
Block (MAR) 3ff. 31 
BOetntl 101 ', l Off. 

Boise Cascade 3IS 31', 

Boston sclen 41'. 41'. 

Bristol Myn Sq oT. 63-, 
BnwolllX Ferris 27 1 . 26 
Brunswick 27*. 2b'. 

Burlington NOm 1ST, n. 

CMS Energy CUrp 32% JC, 
CNA Financial «Bs 98 
CPC InU 82 1 , 82'. 

CSX 47b 46, 

Campbell soup 4*b 48 
Can Pod Or 24 Db 

Carolina pwr w. 34 '. 

Case Corp Sib SS'. 

CarerjSJlor ST. 87 

Cerrtral a sw is'. 1 *, 

Champ )00 Ind 46*. 4S-, 
Chare Manbai 87'. fus 

Ownm corp 07b e*b 

Chrysler 30'. 3ff. 

Chubb Carp w. Sv. 

Ogm Cotp 143'. 142', 

CtOcurp Iter. |0Sb 

Oarox I2T. I2.V, 

Owsa) Crop 4b 4Sb 
Cntu OA, bib lit'. 

Coen CMa Em or. 9r, 

Cnftjore-ftilin 108-. ,07 

Columbia o*s yr. so 
Columbian Ca 34 b Mb 

Compaq Comp 76b IS. 
Camp Axs lor 43 1 , 47', 

conogn s«b ip, 

ConraU 113'. ||j-. 

Cons Editor, 28b 28 

COns Nat Gas 48', 48b 
Cooper lnds 43b 43 
Comuici n so 

Coming Inc 46. 4b 
Crown Cwt 55b 54b 
Dona Coro Jib 3lb 
Deyinn Hudson 41b 4|b 
»**'■ 45, 45*. 

Della Air Hues v, m 
Deloic cwp 31b Jib 
Digital Equip 2« he. 
DU lard Dtp) Si 3Pb XT, 
Din*f fWaB) Tff. 78'. 
Dominion Pes 34 *. Jib 
OanelteT ffJO JJ. 1* 
Dtrerr Corp Sjb Sr, 
Dam Oanleal Kt. *T. 
Dew Jones Jff. sw. 
Dresser 2?. Jff, 

DuVe Fowrr 43 42>. 

Don S Srfsinw 25 25 

Du Pont 107b IDS'. 

Sasunati diem 52b 52b 
Eastman Kodak 79b rp, 


3ff. 31 
101 b lOff. 
3IS 31b 
41b 41b 


30. 3ff. 
W. 5ff, 
143b 142b 
Her. |05b 
122b 123b 
46 45b 

bib lit'. 


73'. 

72". 

21', 

21 

V 

■ar. 

■W. 

*r. 

21'. 

21 '. 


J7b 

i)b 

23b 

9 

q 

55-. 

5?- 

Mb 

w 

♦J*. 

43. 

54 

55b 

TV. 

7J< J . 

IF- 

13'. 

bos 

59*. 

52b 

52b 

•Iff. 

34'. 

«4>. 

44'. 

US’. 

85', 

31 b 

32b 

IS'. 

Iff. 

IT. 

72*. 

IUT. 
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jbcral Democrats, to their credit, have tried 
w be honest about tax. A penny on the 
ii , ra,e income tax would pay for 
mail, denned improvements in education. A few 
pence on a packet of fags would finance limited 
f“r ,n . charges. Compared with new 

Labour s last-ditch attempt to purloin surpluses 
in the National Lottery to make its fiscal sums 
come out this looks like a shining example of 
playing fair with the electorate. 

Beyond dial lowly standard, the most charita¬ 
ble view is is that Paddy Ashdown is playing the 
game with greater integrity than than his rivals, 
me idea of linking tax measures directly to 
proposals for extra spending - the dreaded and 
nghlly maligned concept of hypothecation — is 
essentially a side-show because it operates only at 
the margin. Liberals have adopted it because 
TKidnng better Is deemed to be within the grasp of 
electors. More accurately, television and radio 
producers and newspaper editors have decided 
that voters cannot scan the bigger picture. 

The bigger picture is crucial to Britain's future. 
The two main parties, as if by mutual consent, 
draw a discreet veil over it. Tories want to cut 
taxes but know that their intentions have little 
recent credibility. The Institute for Fiscal Studies 
has correctly exposed the gap between their good 
intentions and their manifesto commitments. On 
this analysis, gratefully accepted by Labour, the 
tax cuts implicit in the Treasury’s Red Book 
forecasts arc unlikely lo be realised. 

Labour knows that higher taxes do not win 
elections. The first Budget of a Labour Chancel- 


Cynical silence over tax burden 
portends worst of all worlds 


lor would directly raise the tax burden — possibly 
above 40 per cent — by levying the utility tax. 
That will mainly he a burden on utilities' nine 
million shareholders but will also cut their non- 
regulatud investment in the economy. 

Both parties are stuck with a grudging and 
secret consensus that the total tax bufden will 
stay a touch short of the 40 per cent of national 
income currently devoted to governnment spend* 
ing. This issue should be vital to the fiscal debate, 
if only it were acknowledged. But it is noL Tories 
want voters to think they will cut the tax burden. 
Labour wants voters to think they will not raise it. 
Failing some unlikely and risky monetary plan to 
join the euro at the first opportunity, it is mure 
likely that the tax burden will rise modestly over 
the next couple of years. 

Tax and spending are intimately linked. The 
need to raise taxes to pay for spending seems 
obvious. The impact of taxes on public spending 
is just as important, especially when there is little 
prospect of changing the aggregate totals. 

In spending, the critical question is how to 
switch resources from welfare handouts to public 
services. In taxation, the critical question Is how 
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to distribute the burden to best advantage. The 
two are inevitably connected. Cuts in income tax 
on low incomes should yield a direct and 
substantial offset in public spending cuts just as. 
in the opposite direction, imposition of VAT on 
fuel required an offsetting boost to pensions for 
those for those for whom domestic is a 
disproportionately big expense. Any switch to 
taxes such as VAT that raise the cost of living is 
malign because it increases public spending on 


pensions and welfare benefits finked to the retail 
price index. Labour’s plan to cut domestic fuel tax 
is in that sense welcome. It would doubtless be 
permitted by the European Commission in 
exchange for political concesaons. 

The tax burden is unlikely to fall under the 
Tories and will surely rise under Labour. The 
election should therefore focus on bow best to 
distribute that burden. The principles are simple. 
Taxes should distort activity as little as possible 
unless they are meant to. as with drink and 
tobacco duties. No taxes are welcome Low rates 
of tax. such as stamp duties and Kenneth Clarke's 
imposts on insurance and air travel, are the besL 

The total tax burden is so high, however, that 
distortions are inevitable. These should therefore 
be directed towards public policy objectives. A 
switch from Employers’ National Insurance 
Contributions to corporation tax would directly 
promote employment with no net cost to the 
corporate sector. Motor taxes, likewise, should 
promote environmental objectives. 

Given the automatic link between consumer 
prices and public spending, direct taxes are 
generally better than taxes on the sort of spending 


most families are committed to. Both parties 
should therefore be happy lo appease the EU by 
aiming to cut the main VAT rate to 15 per cent 

How ludicrous, therefore: that both Tories and 
new Labour, for different reasons, are committed 
to lower rates of tax on incomes. Do they take 
electors for morons? Any tax over 50 per cent is 
bound to distort behaviour. The Tory drive to cui 
income tax rales is. however, as much of a 
confidence trick in the context as Labour’s 
espousal of a 10 per cent basis rate. In order to 
minimise benefit spending, basic income tax 
allowances should far higher and allowances 
should be given for family responsibilities. 
Realistically, this is impossible unless marginal 
rates of tax are raised 3t the top end of the scale, 
even though many higher-rale taxpayers would 
not actually pay more tax. 

If labour is to raise more tax. which is likely if 
the dividends from spending financed by ihe 
utility tax prove sluggish, the need to levy low 
rates to disturb economic activity as little as 
possible will be paramount A 1 per cent levy on 
aedit card transactions would, for instance, be 
infinitely preferable to attacks on pension fund 
tax allowances, which are likely to have a 
perverse impact on revenue and saving. 

Since 1979. distribution of tax has sometimes 
been inspired, as in cuts in absurd top income tax 
rates and corporation tax allowances. Just as 
often ir has been perverse, subordinating eco¬ 
nomic efficiency to short-term political appeal. 
Judging from the electoral debate so far. even 
worse is to come. 


New contender CWC enters 
the ring to square up to BT 


Eric Reguly 
looks into 
an upcoming 
big prize fight 
in the telecoms 
industry 


T he £21 billion telecom¬ 
munications market 
will be turned on its 
head next week. On 
Monday, or Tuesday, the 
shares of Cable and Wireless 
Communications (CWC) will 
start to trade on the London 
and New York stock ex¬ 
changes. The company is ex¬ 
pected to have a market 
capitalisation of £5 billion and 
will pose the biggest threat yet 
to the domination of the indus¬ 
try by British Telecom. 

CWC brings together Mer¬ 
cury Communications, which 
is 80 per cent owned by Cable 
and Wireless, and three big 
cable companies — Nynex, 
Bell CableMedia and Video- 
tron: The new operation, 
which will be 53 per cent 
owned by C&W, will start with 
1 2 million telephony custom¬ 
ers. 600,000 cable-TV custom¬ 
ers and pro-forma revenues of 
almost £2 billion. CWC plans 
to spend £23 billion on dev¬ 
elopment over the next two 

to 

The potential to grow is 
enormous. The three cable 
companies in CWC are only 
half way Ihrough a multi- 
billion pound expansion pro¬ 
gramme that will see its high- 
capacity, multimedia networks 
pass six million homes. CWC 
also wants to expand through 
acquisitions. It does not even 
rule out buying TeleWesu the 
largest cable company in the 
ITK. at least until tire flotation 
of CWC, or adding One-2-One. 
the mobile phone company 
that is half owned by C&W, to 
the mix. 

But CWC’s success is far 
from assured. Sceptics have 
dismissed CWC as “a mar¬ 
riage of weakness" and think 
the increasingly savvy and 
nimble BT might have the last 
laugh. Indeed, cable com¬ 
panies have been the dogs of 
rtthe stock market for the simple 
•reason that consumers have 
shunned their services in 
droves. 

The industry has suffered 
from a reputation for shoddy 
service, impotent marketing, 
high prices and mediocre pro¬ 
gramming; only about one in 
five homes that has access to 
cable subscribes to the service. 
The irony was rich. Most of 


CABLE & WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS: TAPPING IN TO THE UK MARKET 
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12 months 
£1,902m 
£108m 
5.7% 
(£62m) 
£46m 


UK TELECOM MARKET: £21 billion 
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the dozen or so cable com¬ 
panies were controlled by 
American or Canadian corpo¬ 
rations that considered them¬ 
selves masters in the servicing 
and marketing departments. 

Unless its cable penetration 
ratio is doubled, CWC could, 
become a textbook case oni 
failed mergers. Dick Brown.! 
the chief executive of C&W and. 
chairman of CWC. admits;] 
“The hardest challenge wej 
have is to make this company; 
work.” i 

When Brown, 49, arrived' 
from America last July. C&W 
was a mess. Lord Young ofj 
Grafiham and James Ross., 
ihe two top executives, hadj 
been ousted because they 
could not stand the sight of 
each other. 

The group seemed obsessed 
with small deals like snapping 
up minority stakes in far-flung 
phone companies while ignor¬ 
ing the big picture. If was 
getting battered in the domes¬ 
tic market, struggling to build 
a presence in continental 
Europe and America, and was 


not sure how to deal with 
China’s impending takeover of 
Hong Kong, where it owns 59 
per cent of Hongkong 
Telecom, the most valuable 
business in C&W’s global em¬ 
pire. BT had hoped to make 
Hongkong Telecom its gate¬ 
way to the Far East and tried 
to negotiate a merger with 
C&W. What would have been 
the telecoms deal of the decade 
unravelled fwo months before 
Brown's arrival. 

Brown, the former chief 
executive of H&R Block, the 
world's largest tax prepara¬ 
tion company, spent much of 
his career ar Amerttech, of 
Chicago, one of America's 
largest regional phone com¬ 
panies. His appointment at 
C&W was a surprise. A man 
with virtually no international 
experience was to run the 
world’s only truly global 
phone company. C&W, once 
called Imperial and Interna¬ 
tional Communications, was 
the ears of Che British empire 
and had built operations in 
about 50 countries. His learn¬ 


ing curve was near vertical. 
Brown has been waking at 
4am and was at work well 
before 7am. His office. Lord 
Young's former digs, is 
covered with maps so he could 
make sense of the internation¬ 
al network. He has even learnt 
the rules of cricket, a favourite 
sport in many of the countries 
in which C&W operates, al¬ 
though he is still grasping 
with the concept of a "googly". 

Tinkering, instead of bold 
moves, occupied his early 
months. He yanked C&W out 
of its potentially costly 
telecoms alliance with Veba in 
Germany, reduced or elimi¬ 
nated a handful of overseas 
investments and ramped up 
ihe marketing effort at One-2- 
One, which had fallen well 
behind Orange, its younger 
rival. 

CWC is Brown's biggest and 
riskiest move. If the grand 
scheme fails. Brown will un¬ 
doubtedly be remembered as 
yet another loud-mouthed 
American who underestimat¬ 
ed the British cable market. 


CWC is a massively complicat¬ 
ed beast. The US Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
file ran to 800 pages, the 
biggest in the agency’s history. 

Brown said: “We're taking 
four companies and smashing 
them together. We’ve created 
something that has never ex¬ 
isted before — a cable com¬ 
pany with an international 
phone network and a custom¬ 
er base for entertainment 
services." 

The new company will be 
marginally profitable, bur only 
because Mercury's income is 
enough to offset the substantial 
losses at Nynex, Bell 
CableMedia and Videotron. 

C&W has a four-part plan to 
make CWC a success. It will 
make the improvement of 
customer service and market¬ 
ing a priority. Brown will not 
reveal details, but said that 
CWC is to spend £50 million 
on an advertising campaign — 
one of the biggest in history — 
in the autumn. 

Secondly, it will merge oper¬ 
ations, such as billing, servic¬ 


ing and network control cen¬ 
tres. to save costs. Brown 
conceded that the figure fur job 
losses would run into “four 
digits". Analysts think that as 
many as 2.00) jobs, equivalent 
to 15 per cent of CWC’s 
workforce, could disappear. 

Thirdly, CWC wants to fill 
the one glaring hole in its 
portfolio. It needs a mobile- 
phone company and One-2- 
One is the only logical choice 
because it is half owned by 
C&W. The problem is that US 
West Media Group owns the 
other half of One-2-One and 
has shown no interest in 
selling, partly because it is an 
investor in the TeleWest cable 
company, one of CWC’s main 
competitors. 

Brown thinks US West may 
have a change of heart. Earlier 
this week. Airtouch, an Ameri¬ 
can wireless phone company, 
agreed to buy US West's 
domestic wireless business for 
$23 billion. The move. CWC 
hopes, will nigger the sale of 
US West’s wireless operations 
overseas, including its stake in 
One-2-One. US West how¬ 
ever. said that it had no 
immediate plans to do so. 

F inally. CWC will 
spend almost £300 
million to make its 
cable systems ready 
for digital TV. Digital technol¬ 
ogy will give the viewer the 
choice of 200 or so film, enter¬ 
tainment sport and speciality 
channels and will eventually 
make interactive services such 
as vjdecKin-demand and 
home banking possible. 

YesterdayBrown predicted 
that CWCs digital network 
would be ready before die one 
underdevelopment by BSkyB. 
the satellite broadcaster that is 
40 per cent owned by News 
International, owner of The 
Times. CWC has placed an 
£180 million order for digital 
set-top boxes with General 
Instrument of America and is 
negotiating with Walt Disney. 
Time Warner and Viacom, 
among others, for film and 
pay-per-view rights. 

BSkyB has said ir hopes to 
launch its digital services by 
the autumn, but it has not yet 
pressed the start button. It is 
still in negotiations with BT, 
Midland Bank and Matsu¬ 
shita, the Japanese electronics 
maker, to form a company 
designed to subsidise the retail 
price of the set-top boxes. 

There is speculation that 
BSkyB will have to delay its 
digital launch until early next 
year unless the negotiations 
come to fruition within the 
next month or so. Brown said: 
“We are aggressively going 
after digital. 1 think we mil be 
digital at the same time or 
earlier than them." 
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Philanthropist 

Weston 

GARRY WESTON, the W* 
year-old chairman of Associat¬ 
ed British Foods, whose 
£ personal wealth is estimated at 
£23 billion, emerges as Brit¬ 
ain's leading ifMmhraniL 
The net assets of the Garfield 
Weston Foundation stand at 

£1.7 billion in ““ “*5 
market value of ABF ami 
Fortiuim & Mason share* 
according to the Baring Asset 

Management Top^OO Char¬ 
ities. Weston’s charity is ex 
reeded in size only by Ae 
Wellcome foundation, wnn 
assets of £S billion, and the 
Church Commissioners, wtih 
£2.7 billion. Glaxo Wellcome 
. tops tiie list of stock martet 
| donors, while the ImgrojJ 
Cancer Research Fund is the 
number one charity. 

Poker face 

EVER wondered how Peter 
Burt group chief executive at 
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the Bank of Scotland, has 
managed to keep the bank out 
of the expensive pitfalls into 
which his competitors seem 
regularly to fall? It’s simple, 
he says. “Never ever play 
poker with someone who’s 
richer than yourself. You’ll 
never win." 

Star turn 

HELEN SHAPIRO will be 
the star tum at this year s 
Building Societies Associ¬ 
ation annual conference in 
Brighton. The Sixties song¬ 
stress has been picked to en¬ 
tertain guests at the two-day 
seminar that begins on May 
21. with past hits, including 
Walking Back to Happiness. 
as well as numbers from her 



CALUM MacLEOD. chair¬ 
man of Britannia Building 
Society, waited until the end 
of yesterdays annual meet¬ 
ing to crack his first joke, fn 
response to a loyal member 
who stood up to deliver a 
passionate speech on mutual¬ 
ity. Dr MacLeod thanked 
him for his comments, add¬ 
ing: “Bui may I point out that 
you're preaching to the con¬ 
verted ...or should / say 
unconverted." 


Shapiro: BSA entertainer p arty salesmen 


more recent jazz foray. If this 
is too much for delegates to 
handle, the BSA fun run. 
sponsored by Fenchurth In¬ 
surance Services, will take 
place the morning after. 


PEOPLE would be happier 
buying a life assurance policy 
from Tony Blair than John 
Major, according lo a survey 
by Comhiil life. The grinning 
Labour leader was 5 per 


ceniage points ahead of Pad¬ 
dy Ashdown and John Major 
who captured 13 per cent of 
the votes each. Asked who 
they would most like to look 
after their personal finances. 6 
per cent said Gordon Brown 
— twice as many as cited 
Kenneth Clarke. Currently on 
the lookout for new recruits, 
lan Reed. Comhiil Life's gen¬ 
eral manager, said: “I'm 
afraid none of the party 
leaders would be able to 
convert enough leads into 
sales to justify the offer of a 
position." 

Arbib doable 

IT HAS been an emotional 
month for Martyn Arbib. 
chairman of Perpetual who 


asked bis wife to marry him 
28 years ago yesterday. After 
my story this week that his 
youngest daughter Melanie 
has become engaged to the 
son of a Major General, her 
elder sibling has followed 
suit Annabel, 26, who is 
about to graduate as a physio¬ 
therapist is to marry Patrick, 
a captain in the Blade Watch 
until this year, and the youn¬ 
gest son of Colonel and Mrs 
Earle William Nicoll of Grez 
Doiceau. Belgium. Raring 
her aster up the aisle, 
Annabel has her sights set on 
a late summer wedding. 

BORED with watching the 
Alliance & Leicester share 
price fluctuate? Then reach 
for a library book, particu¬ 
larly if you are living in 
North and South London or 
Devon, where the A&L has 
inserted 500.000 bookmarks 
worth £5 arch at branches of 
Waterstone's, but only if you 
open an AQL Giro account. 

M'orag Preston 


CBI orchestrates 
a punctilious 
search for single 
currency accord 

Industry leaders have been angered by 
reports that they are ready to back 
monetary union, says Philip Bassett 


M ad. That was the 
response of a lead¬ 
ing figure in the 
Institute erf Directors, at its 
annual Royal Albert Hall 
conference yesterday, to re¬ 
ports that the Confederation 
of British Industry was 
“poised" to support Britton 
joining the European single 
currency. 

Mad they were at the 
CBI’s bleak Centre Point 
headquarters — but not in 
the sense that the loD senior 
official implied. CBI leaders 
were angry because of what 
they daimed was the misrep¬ 
resentation of a careful con¬ 
sultation with industry on 
probably the key question 
faring business. CBI mem¬ 
bers are genuinely undecid¬ 
ed about the single currency, 
and the Confederation is 
trying to inch its way to¬ 
wards what it hopes will be a 
fully representative decision 
on the issue later this year. 

The issue has provoked 
sharp differences between 
the loD and 
the CBI. Lord 
Young of 
Graffham. 
the institute’s 
president. 
said yester¬ 
day: ’’The 
IoD is against 
a single cur¬ 
rency." The 
former Con¬ 
servative 
Cabinet min¬ 
ister raked 
over old coals 
by attacking 
the CBI for 
criticising 
Tory union 
reforms of the 
1980s “in 
order to have 
an easy life". 

He said: “I 
hope they are 
not just sup¬ 
porting a sin¬ 
gle currency 
to get an easy 
life again." 

After poll¬ 
ing its mem¬ 
ber com¬ 
panies last 
year and re¬ 
ceiving an un¬ 
clear answer 
on economic 
and monetary 
union, the 
CBI is now 
consulting its 
13 regional 
councils and 
other internal 
bodies on the 
basis of a doc¬ 
ument drawn up principally 
by Adair Turner, the CBI 
director-general, Kate Bark¬ 
er. his chief economist, and 
Peter Agar, his deputy. 

The document sets out the 
advantages and disadvarv 
tages of a single currency, 
and then proposes three 
options. First a move that 
would “rule out EMU for the 
foreseeable future”. Second¬ 
ly, joining EMU as soon as is 
practicably possible — 
though not necessarily on its 
planned start date of Janu¬ 
ary 1. 1999. And thirdly, 
maintaining the Govern¬ 
ment’s single currency opt- 
ow but going ihrough 
preparatory procedures like 
co-operating with the estab¬ 
lishment of a European cen¬ 
tral bank before making an 
entry after observing EMU 
in operation. 



Turner, cautious line 



Lord Young: anti-EMU 


CBI officials insist that, 
taken together, these three 
options do not mean that 
Britain will join EMU. as 
reported in yesterdays Fi¬ 
nancial Times. At a bad- 
tempered press conference 
yesterday. Ms Barker was 
dear on tire key point: “The 
phrase ‘for the foreseeable 
future' should not imply 
joining at some point" 

CBI leaders, who met yes¬ 
terday to review their EMU 
stance in the light of the row, 
suspect darker forces are at 
work. They believe that Con¬ 
servative Central Office had 
a copy of the CBI’S document 
last Friday, before it was 
considered by the CBI presi¬ 
dent's committee—its opera¬ 
tional governing body — on 
Monday, and that the paxtys 
spin doctors interpreted it for 
their own polling day 
purposes. 

Aside from the election 
manoeuvring, the flurry of 
interest in industry's view of a 
single currency does raise 
significant is¬ 
sues for busi¬ 
ness. There 
are clear dif¬ 
ferences be¬ 
tween the 
loo's insis¬ 
tence that 
business is 
resolutely op¬ 
posed lo 
EMU, and 
the CBI's 
more cau¬ 
tious inter¬ 
pretation of 
business's 
complex reac¬ 
tion to the is¬ 
sue. 

The CBI's 
view has been 
informed by 
extensive 
local-level 
meetings 
with busi¬ 
ness, carried 
out with the 
Bank of Eng¬ 
land and the 
British 
Chambers of 
Commerce. 
Companies 
have voiced 
their con¬ 
cerns about a 
single curren¬ 
cy and have 
made dear 
their inten¬ 
tion to get on 
with it if nec¬ 
essary. at 
times regard¬ 
less of what 
political and 


business leaders might rec¬ 
ommend. 

Business leaders know 
that they need to reflect as 
accurately as they can what 
they believe industry and 
services want to do in rela¬ 
tion to EMU — but outside 
observers suspect there may 
be an ideological overlay at 
the moment, with the CBI 
seen as largely pro-Europe 
and EMU. and the free- 
market loD seen as against 
it. with their survey findings 
coloured accordingly. 

Further internal consulta¬ 
tions may produce a more 
coherent answer eventually. 
But it's not there yet And if 
that’s a less good story, it is 
at least an accurate one. 
Business would be mad in¬ 
deed not to get the single 
currency issue as right as it 
can. 









Enterprise 
Inns buys 
Discoveiy 
for £46m 


flrjnftP CAMARA 


By Chris Ayres 


CONSOLIDATION of the in¬ 
dependent pubs sector gath¬ 
ered pace yesterday with the 
E46.2 million purchase of Dis¬ 
cover)' Inns by Enterprise 
Inns. Enterprise will own 
nearly 1.200 pubs after the 
Discovery deal and says it is 
negotiating to buy more. 

Enterprise’s ambitions were 
underlined by yesterday's 
rlirw-for-elght rights issue, 
which will raise E33.2 million 
for the pub group and signifi¬ 
cantly reduce its gearing, giv¬ 
ing it about £50 million to fund 
further acquisitions. 

Ted Tuppen. chief executive 
of Enterprise, said: “We have 
file operating structure in 
place to manage 1,600 pubs. 
We want the whole estate to be 
managed by licensees, with 
each pub being a business in 
its own right. Each pub is like 
a non-branded franchise, and 


City ‘star 
system’ 
defended 

By Adam Jones 

A TOP corporate head¬ 
hunter told a conference in 
London that securities 
houses are unlikely to stop 
singling out star perform¬ 
ers for enormous salary 
and bonus packages, de¬ 
spite public concern. 

Andrew LowenthaL a 
partner at Egon Zehnder 
International, said a 
“world price” is now being 
paid for top performers, 
reflecting the ease with 
which they can move be¬ 
tween major financial cen¬ 
tres. A more difficult issue 
For employers was differ¬ 
entiating between “truly 
star performers and those 
who are more mortal”. 

However, he added, the 
perception that individ¬ 
uals can boost profits 
should ensure that the star 
system continues. 


it works best if the customer 
believes that the pub is the 
licensee's own business. But 
just like any good franchise, 
we want to help our licensees 
to sell more beer.” 

The company also an¬ 
nounced a rise in pre-tax 
profits, from £3.5 million to 
£6.2 million, in the six 
months to March 29. on 
turnover that nearly doubled 
to £23.6 million from £12.4 
million. Earnings rose from 
7p a share to I0.7p, and the 
interim dividend is increased 
to Z5p (2J25p). 

The Enterprise acquisition 
comes after J D Wether- 
spoon's move this month to 
create 10.000 jobs through the 
creation of 350 pubs, and a 
rerent string of acquisitions by 
Century' Inns, which now 
owns more than 400 outlets. 

It is now eight years since 
the Government introduced 
die beer orders, which forced 
brewers to sell large chunks of 
tfterr estates. 

The growth of the indepen¬ 
dent pub sector has largely 
been based on companies 
buying these pubs and leasing 
them, under the agreement 
that the licensees buy all their 
beer from the pub owner. 

Mr Tuppen says: “We don’t 
like to think of ourselves as 
just middle men. Running a 
pub on your own can be rather 
lonely and bloody hard work. 
We bring expertise and buy¬ 
ing power." 

Enterprise, created in 1991 
by a syndicate of venture 
capitalists, started with 370 
pubs, increasing these to 500 
by the time it was floated in 
1995. A year later, after buying 
the John Labatt pub group for 
£51 million, the group had 
more than 900 outlets. 

Analysts are now cautious 
about how long the indepen¬ 
dent pub boom can continue. 
John Carnegie, from BZW. 
says: “At the moment, inde¬ 
pendent companies own about 
a quarter of pubs in Britain. 
Over the next four years, that 
could end up being about 50 
per cent. But we think there 
will be a consolidation in the 
pubs marker before long." 
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Ted Tuppen. left, celebrates Enterprise’s acquisition of Discoveiy Inns with Hubert Reid, chairman, centre, and David George, finance director 

Record half-year Most UK Housing hit by 

~ A * T i firms stay t . . . * , 

for Anglo Irish British vicious circle 


Housing hit by 
‘vicious cirde’ 


From a correspondent in Dublin 


ANGLO Irish Bank Corpora¬ 
tion said a strong financial 
performance and market pos¬ 
ition would enable it to sustain 
growth in the current year. 

Tile bank reported a 22 per 
cent increase in pre-tax profits 
to lrE13.7 million in the six 
months to March 31 and a 23 
per cent increase in earnings 
to lrt23p a share. 

The bank said the results 
were the best half-year figures 
in its history and were due to 
strong, sustained organic 
growth that demonstrated the 
fruits of strategic direction. 
The interim dividend is in¬ 
creased 10 per cent to IrL.65p a 
share. 

Anglo Irish said the bank¬ 
ing environment in key mar¬ 
kets was favourable, with the 
Irish economy continuing to 
perform strongly and the Brit¬ 
ish economy witnessing a 
recovery. Because of intense 




competition in the financial 
services market, management 
of margins held the key to 
success, it said. 

The bank plans to continue 
to concentrate on secured 
[ending to the middle market 
and professional corporate 
sectors in the Republic of 
Ireland. In Britain, it intends 
to continue concentrating on 
the growth of business while 
protecting the quality of exist¬ 
ing business. 

Deposit growth during the 
six months was strong, it 
said, with an 11.7 per cent 
increase to lrE2.33 billion, 
most of it from Ireland. The 
increase left the bank with 
healthy liquidity and the 
group's cost income ratio fell 
to 44 per cent, it said. 

The bank, which is fre¬ 
quently cited as a possible 
takeover target, said it “val¬ 
ued its independence." 


THE vast majority of the 
UK’s largest companies 
haw remained under 
British ownership since 
the Conservatives came 
to power m 1979. accord¬ 
ing to a new survey. 

Out of the top 500 UK 
companies in 1979. only 
70 of those are no longer 
British owned and nine 
of the 1979 top 25 were 
still there in 1996. said 
CCN, the information 
services specialist 

The US is the largest 
foreign owner, with 16 of 
the companies that were 
in the top 500 in 1979. The 
biggest company to have 
been adopted by a foreign 
parent is British Leyiand. 
as it was known in 1979. 
The state-owned carmak¬ 
er, renamed Rover in the 
1980s, was bought two 
years ago for E800 million 
"by BMW of Germany. 


By Sara McConnell 


A “VICIOUS CIRCLE" if open- 
ine up in parts of the housing 
market. with potential buyers 
holding back from putting 
their home up for sale before 
they have found a place to buy. 
thus further exacerbating the 
shortage of properties. 

In ns latest quarterly region¬ 
al house price survey the 
Nationwide Building Society 
said this circle “needs to be 
broken if current .supply log¬ 
jams are to be resolved". It 
adds: “In the end this is only- 
likely to be achieved through 
price increases.” Existing 
homeowners are the key to 
breaking the deadlock, said die 
society, but prices wfll have to 
rise further before potential 
sellers are convinced that they 
will set an acceptable price for 
their own property. 

The North-South diride wid¬ 
ened in the first quarter of the 
year, with London recording 


rises of almost 5 per cent while 
Scotland and northern Eng¬ 
land remained almost static. 
Nationally prices rose IJ per 
cent. S.6 percentage points up 
on the previous Year and the 
fastest rate of growth since 
19S9. 

London saw price rises of 21 
per cent over the past year, 
while the outer metropolitan 
area just outside greater 
London saw rises of 12 per 
cent. Rises of 15 per cent in 
East Anglia have eradicated 
much of that region’s negative 
equity. 

In contrast prices in Scot¬ 
land have fallen over die past 
12 months. 

The sharp rises in London 
and the South East reflect the 
shortage of supply, which is 
most pronounced in these 
areas. In central London 
prices are now above their 
1989 peak, says Nationwide. 


Film and 
TV lift 
Disney 

Walt Disney, the US enter; 
tain merit conglomerate 
reported a $333 million 
profit for the fust quarter 
of the year after a strong 
rise in revenues and oper¬ 
ating income. 

Tire big leap from the 
$204 million last time re¬ 
flected a full contribution 
from the recently acquired 
Capital Cities-ABC tele¬ 
vision network. 

The TV’ company has 
added to Disney’s earn¬ 
ings mix. but its audience 
ratings have slipped 
against NBC and CBS. 
Disney is now shaking up 
ABCs management 

Revenues rose 10 per 
cent to $55 billion, while 
operating income soared 
by 34 per cent to $864 
million. The group's fihn 
operations performed 
welL with a substantial 
income contributed by The 
English Patient, starting 
Ranulf Fiennes, which 
was nominated for nine 
Oscar awards. 

Michaei Eisner, the 
chairman, said that the 
theme park business and 
its ESPN sports TV cable 
channel produced healthy 
profits, while worldwide 
merchandising also grew 
strongly. Over the past six 
months revenues for the 
whole group have risen S 
per cent to $115 billion, 
while operating income 
grew 24 per cent to $25 
billion. 

PGA scores 
higher 

PGA. the property group 
turned golf course opera¬ 
tor. lifted pre-tax profits 
last year to £2.7 million 
from £478,000. on a turn¬ 
over of £45 million, up 
from £790.000. Earnings 
per share were 0.44p. up 
from 034p. and a total 
dividend of 05p (nil) will 
be paid on July 16 (no 
interim). 

The company, which 
was called Union Square 
before it bought Algarve 
Golf Courses and PGA in 
May last year, yesterday 
announced the acquisition 
of a 50 per cent interest in 
Woburn Golf and Country’ 
Club for £5.7 million. 

The group hopes to take 
advantage of the growing 
demand for golf television 
coverage. PGA says it has 
already sold £6.6 million 
worth of its commercial 
properties, with more dis¬ 
posals to follow. 


ACCOUNTANCY 
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Can investors close the gap 


Matthew Gaved on the role 
of institutional shareholders 
in corporate governance 


T he current orthodoxy is 
that institutional share¬ 
holders can play a much 
more active role in the gover¬ 
nance or listed companies than 
is now the case. This is 
challenged in a report Closing 
the Communications Gap: 
Disclosure and Institutional 
Shareholders, published to¬ 
day by the ICAEW. 

Domestic and overseas in¬ 
stitutional investors now ac¬ 
count for more than three 
quarters ot the value of shares 
on the stock market The ten 
largest investors alone make 
up a quarter of total market 
capitalisation. Many com¬ 
panies now have one or more 
shareholders with stakes in 
excess of 5 per cent and about 
a third of the largest com¬ 
panies have at least one insti¬ 
tutional investor with a stake 
in excess of 10 per cent 
The popular expectation is, 
therefure, that these investors 
would wish to. and should, 
play a key role in the gover¬ 
nance processes of the com¬ 
panies in which they invest. 

Institutional investors gen¬ 
erally-supported the initiatives 
over the past few years to try to 
improve standards of corpo¬ 
rate governance. The paceset¬ 
ters are also beginning to take 
the initiative themselves. Last 
month Hermes recommended 
that non-executive directors 


Unconvinced by 
the full Monti 

IT WAS perhaps unfortunate 
timing. The English ICA. long 
before announcements about 
general elections, had invited 
Mario Monti, European Com¬ 
missioner responsible for the 
single markeL to speak at its 
annual dinner this week. 

As a result, a lengthy but 
thoughtful speech made little 
headway among a gathering 
of predominantly Euro-sceptic 


should be paid partly in 
shares. CalPERS. a big US 
fund manager, launched glob¬ 
al guidelines that would abol¬ 
ish show-of-hands voting and 
combined chairmen/CEOs. 

institutional shareholders, 
however, operate under practi¬ 
cal, legal and organisational 
constraints that help to explain 
their relative lack of 
involvement. 

Most institutional investors 
have the bulk of their hold¬ 
ings, by value, in the top 
hundred companies, which 
make up three quarters of 
stock market capitalisation. 
For many smaller fund man¬ 
agers with relatively small 
holdings, the time cost of 
actively monitoring the impact 
of the quality of companies’ 
boards and their standards of 
corporate governance may be 
hard to justify. 

Active involvement by fund 
managers tends to focus on 
companies in which the insti¬ 
tution concerned is the largest 
shareholder and is biased 
towards clearly 

underperforming companies 
even though many others in 
the portfolio may be perform- 
ing satisfactorily but well be¬ 
low their potential. There is 
also a reluctance on the part of 
many institutions to receive 
confidential information that 
would make them inriders. 



Matthew Gaved offers a challenge to current orthodoxy 


■How can institutional 
shareholders be persuaded to 
pay greater attention to gover¬ 
nance issues? 

The answer lies in placing 
more relevant and reliable 
information in the public do¬ 
main in easily available form. 
This would also help smaller 
fund managers and private 
investors who are often ig¬ 
nored. Annual meetings might 


become more worthwhile 
events with a greater focus on 
a company’s intentions and 
prospects. 

Greater disclosure in areas 
such as corporate strategy, 
market share and position, 
performance against objec¬ 
tives and risks raced is essen¬ 
tial. Even the best companies 
have scope to improve. Indeed, 
the time may have come to 


accountants. Signor Monti 
himself did little to cheer his 
audience. “Coming finally to 
the questions which are more 
direct interest to the Institute 
members..." he said. And 
then, some five pages later, he 
told them that this had been 
“rather a rapid tour dhorizon 
of our work in the accounting 
and audit field". Restless mem¬ 
bers remained unconvinced. 


Tax post-haste 

ONE should never underesti¬ 
mate die nation's belief in 
order and tidiness, particular¬ 
ly in its financial affairs. The 
Inland Revenue speir the first 
week of its efforts at getting the 

introduction of self-assess¬ 
ment off the ground worrying 
whether it had managed to 
post the eight million tax 


forms to the right people. So it 
came as a bit of a surprise to 
find that by the first Saturday 
some 20 taxpayers had al¬ 
ready completed the farms 
and sent them back. 

Sludge success 

THE most unlikely things can 
bring you praise. At the pre¬ 
sentation of this, year’s Envi¬ 
ronmental Reporting Awards 


review the ASB’s Statement on 
the Operating and Financial 
Review. More transparency is 
required, particularly on 
board remuneration: the fi¬ 
nancial implications of direc¬ 
tors’ pension rights and 
incentive arrangements are 
still often obfuscated. Share¬ 
holders would surely welcome 
a report on key issues dis¬ 
cussed by the board itself, 
subject to commercial secrecy. 

As speakers made clear at 
this year's Stock Exchange 
and Chartered Accountants' 
Awards for Published Ac¬ 
counts. the role and substance 
of the report as the primary 
means of shareholder commu¬ 
nication is overdue for review. 
The largely historical perspec¬ 
tive and often poor presenta¬ 
tion do little to enhance 
investor confidence, especially 
as most market attention fo¬ 
cuses on the preliminary 
announcement. 

The Internet offers opportu¬ 
nities to enhance access for all 
shareholders and to provide 
more up-to-date information 
in a cost-effective way. Infor¬ 
mation might be produced 
more frequently than at 
present 

By redefining their investor 
communications strategies, 
boards can enhance their ac¬ 
countability to ail sharehold¬ 
ers and create a more robust 
framework to promote corpo¬ 
rate performance, long-term 
enterprise and shareholder 
value. 

Matthew Caved is editor of 
Governance, the corporate 
governance newsletter. 


it fell to Roger Adams, head of 
technical services at the Asso¬ 
ciation of Chartered Certified 
Accountants, which sponsors 
the awards, to give the judges' 
views on the winners. He 
praised Anglian Water for in¬ 
troducing industry norm fig¬ 
ures as a benchmark by which 
the company’s own perfor¬ 
mance may be judged. And 
what example of bench¬ 
marking did he use? — "sew¬ 
age sludge use". Where there 
is muck there is brass, as the 
water companies say. 


Black-Scholes and 
astronomic losses 


ASTRONOMERS talk of black holes where 
all the normal physical rules, such as gravity, 
are turned upside down. In the equally made 
world of financial instruments and deriva¬ 
tives people talk of Black-Scholes. These were 
the two US academics who devised a system 
in the early 1970s that enabled companies to 
value options. From that has grown a whole 
industry starting with the first swap in 198 1 
between the World Bank and IBM. 

Since then the business of financial instru¬ 
ments has revolutionised the corporate world. 
But even now it also divides that world. Some 
argue that derivatives are the business 
equivalent of the doomsday machine and that 
world markets will face some son of 
meltdown as chain reactions of misfiring 
financial instruments trigger unforeseen 
global disasters. Others take the relaxed view 
that, properly understood and carefully 
handled, financial instruments are simply a 
way of trying to minimise risk. 

The problem is that some of the financial 
complexity involved is view¬ 
ed as being akin to rocket ^ 

science. And all the public i i j flfj 

ever sees is the occasional jBfejjffe 

announcement of what 
appear to be astronomical Jqm ^ 
losses at a bank because no O&i m L ■ 
one either understood or was 
supervising what some lad in 
treasuty was up to. ' 

It is into this arena that the 
Accounting Standards Board aL/ftAV 

(ASB) is lobbing its draft rules 
on how companies should nsS*# 

disclose their use of deri-va- 
lives and other financial in- 
struments. As you might 
imagine it is a fairly fraught 
exercise. But there should be 
no panic Any company JMJJ 


should, theoretically, already Rp 

be following simple rules. 

Large companies will be 
aware of the rules that the International 
Accounting Standards Committee put into 
place last year. The new ASB draft is simply 

K ’ rig a series of disclosure proposals out for 
er discussion- If the A SB can get 
finalised rules published by November this 
year then these would probably be in force for 
year ends on or after the end of April next 
year. For most companies of any size none of 
this should cause too much of a problem. But 
history shows that calling for any new 
disclosures, particularly in an area which is 
complex and controversial, means opposition 
from the preparers of accounts. 

The firsr thing that will antagonise them is 
that the ASB is asking for disclosures to be 
mandatory. When the ASB sifted the respons- 


Robert 

Bruce 


es it received on its discussion paper it found 
that the majority were in favour of non- 
mandaiory disclosures. Partly this was 
because the disclosure was intended to appear 
in the operating and financial review, which 
itself is non-mandatory and discursive. But 
the ASB feels that, despite not commanding a 
majority, the arguments that something as 
important as disclosure of financial instru¬ 
ments has to be mandatory should carry the 
day. The disclosure can still be discursive and 
appear in the operating and financial review 
but will have to be cross-referenced to the 
notes to the accounts and so be mandatory. 

The aim is very simple. As the ASB puts it: 
“An entity should provide a discussion of the 
major financial risks that it faces in its 
activities and the use it makes of financial 
instruments in managing each of these risks." 

And although much of the essence of these 
rules has effecti vely been in the public domain 
for some years it does not mean that they have 
been followed. 

Company Reporting, the 
. Edinburgh-based monitor of 

reporting practices, carried 
iPTififri ou£ a survey last November 

S* and . * ound that few com- 

'Sgj* panics were disclosing infor- 

Sr mation that would enable 

' 0 df 8 analysts to form a view. But 

they also showed, through 
ft* j ft* 6, disclosure practices of a 
handful of mostly blue-chip 
2!35/v/ companies, that by and large 

the sorts of disclosures that 
tiie ASB was suggesting were 

1-perfectly possible. 

“In highlighting the disclo¬ 
sure practices of some nota- 

-ole companies." their report 

ERT concluded, “we show that no 

major practical difficulties 
LL stand in die way of providing 

mhhmb information that would en- 

__ - abfe analysts to better form 

an opinion as to the risk profile of a 
company s treasury function." 

the ASB’s technical 
director, put it this week: “Derivatives are 
quite normal but they have the abiUty ?o 

" °" tha * ^ is quite 
reasonable for companies to provide the 

rhe risk profile behind the 

thatrfMiu* 1 ** compared with 

that of other companies. 

acl of disclosure will 

2 * 52 “®*® P*** 3 ? of demystifying the 
whole derivatives industry. If financial 

larly by boards of directors thm iKp 
S 3 furthft- C ° rP0rate melIdow n' w ill recede 
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Bentalls and James Beattie advances surprise City 



Grenville Peacock, left, chief executive of Bentalls, and John Ryan, finance director, announced a trebling of pre-tax profits and said current sales were II per cent up on last year 

Retailers report strong recoveiy 


By Sarah Cunningham 

BENTALLS and James Beat- 
tie. two regional department 
store groups, yesterday sur¬ 
prised the City with stronger 
than expected sets of results. 

Both reported signs of grow¬ 
ing consumer confidence, say¬ 
ing that the approach of the 
general election had not 
slowed spending. 

Traditional department 
stores were among the worst 
hit by the recession earlier this 
decade. In recent months, led 
by John Lewis, they have 



begun to show the benefits of 
the housing marker recovery, 
with spending on household 
goods rising and spending on 
dohing and footwear also 
increasing. 

James Beattie, based in 
Wolverhampton, reported a 
302 per cent jump in pre-tax 


Umeco appoints 
joint leadership 


By Fraser Nelson 


BRIAN MCGOWAN, the entre¬ 
preneur who now chairs strug¬ 
gling House of Fraser, is to take 
the reins of Umeco. the aero¬ 
space components company, 
along with Clive Snowdon. 

Mr McGowan and Mr 
Snowdon, who left Bumfield 
as chairman and managing 
director respectively when the 
electrical equipment -group 
was taken over by. Fairey. lake 
office on Monday. The news 
was well received in fee City 
where Umeco’s shares, which 
have trebled in value over the 
past 12 months, rose 38^ to a 
near-high of 297p. 

Before moving to HoF Mr 
McGowan played a crucial 
role in building up Williams 
Holdings. 

The rise was lifted by news 
that Umeco has bought GRP. 
a plastics manufacturef, from 
private hands for E9 2 million 
— a valuation of nine times 
earnings. The deal will be 
funded through a £10 million 
placing and open offer with 
4.09 million shares at 245p. 

George Metcalfe; the outgo¬ 


ing chairman, forecast that the 
acquisition will enhance earn¬ 
ings by 20 per cent in its first 
year alone. 

The company also forecast 
that its next set of results will 
show a pre-tax profit of £25 
million {£155 million) for fee 
year to March 31 — in line 
with expectations. It has pro¬ 
posed a final dividend of 3.7p, 
which would lift fee total to 
5.5p{426p). 



McGowan: welcome choice 


profits to E7.6 million in fee 
year to January 31. 

Sales at the group, which 
invested £25 million in up¬ 
grading its chain of nine stores 
last year, reached a record 
£985 million, up 95 per cent on 
the previous year. Its operating 
margins rose from 5.7 per cent 
fo 7.3 per cent 

Earnings per share were 
12.4p (9. Ip) and the company 
will pay a final dividend of tip 
{5.0%}) on July 7, making a total 
of 7.75p (6.65p). 

Sir Eric Fountain, chairman, 
said the outlook for high street 


Hozelock 
acts to halt 
ban fears 

HOZELOCK, whose inves¬ 
tors have taken fright over 
the prospect of yet another 
prolonged hosepipe ban in 
many parts of fee country, 
acted yesterday to stem the 
decline in Its share price to 
379p from SSIp a year ago 
{Martin Barrow writes). 

The company, a leading 
supplier of gardening 
products and accessories, 
said fust-half profits would 
come in at around £3 
million. little changed from 
fee same period fee previ¬ 
ous year but it expected a 
greater proportion of earn¬ 
ings to come in fee second 
half. 

The company's shares re¬ 
covered 45 p, to 425p, yester¬ 
day. David Codling, chief 
executive, said an early start 
to spring had created ideal 
selling conditions and a 
significantly smaller pro¬ 
portion of the UK popula¬ 
tion was affected by water 
restrictions than at this stage 
of 1996. He added: “We are 
having an excellent April, 
with strong demand for our 
products across Europe." 


spending is healthy this year, 
whoever wins the election next 
week. Spending will be fuelled 
by windfall payments as buil¬ 
ding societies and insurers de¬ 
mutualised, he said. “I believe 
the economy, and in particular 
retail spending, is on course." 

Bentalls. wife its flagship 
outlet at Kingston upon 
Thames. Surrey, said current 
sales are 11 per cent ahead of 
the same period last year. The 
company plans to open a new 
store in Bristol, bought from 
the John Lewis Partnership 
which has moved to an edge of 


Beatties 


town site, in the second half of 
next year. 

Pre-tax profits rose id £3.7 
million from £1.2 million for 
the 53 weeks to February 1 on 
sales feat improved to £97.3 
million (£86 million). Earn¬ 
ings were 7.49p from I.74p. 
The total dividend rises 25.2 


per cent to 2.78p a share, with 
a 2.18p final. The company put 
the cost of refurbishing the 
Bristol store at £26 million, 
including fee purchase of the 
125-year peppercorn lease. 

Bentalls ended the year with 
net cash of £1.4 million, com¬ 
pared wife borrowings of 
£17.2 million a year ago, after 
disposing of some rental inter¬ 
est in the Bentall Centre in 
Kingston to Norwich Union 
for E955 million. 

Beatties shares closed 7p 
higher at 153 >zp while Bentalls 
was lip higher ar 138’ap. 


Warning hits shares 
of Eurodis Electron 


SHARES of Eurodis Electron, 
the electronic components dis¬ 
tributor, plummeted 36p to 
I33*ap yesterday when it is¬ 
sued a profits warning only 
three months after forecasting 
a strong recoveiy in sales. 

The company, which was 
formed from fee 1995 merger 
of Britain* Electron House 
and Switzerland's Eurodis. 
said that results for fee year to 
May 31 would fail well short of 
current forecasts. 

The shares have languished 
since reaching 312p in January 
1996. However, after fee confi¬ 
dent statement at the start of 
fee year, fee price rallied past 
22Qp. 

One analyst said feat expec¬ 
tations of full-year, pre-tax 
profit had now slipped from 
£8 million to £5 million. He 
said that the optimism over 
improved orders at fee start of 
fee year petered out when an 
expected seasonal upturn 
failed to occur. 

The stagnation of the elec¬ 
tronics marker in Europe has 
put pressure on distributors, 


By Adam Jones 

which are saddled with high 
operational gearing. Eurodis 
Electron also said that it was 
being hurt by the strong 
pound. 

Robert Leigh, chairman 
said feai 1997-98 performance 
should be much unproved. 


Eurodis Electron made £3.06 
million pre-tax profit in the six 
months to November 30, a 34 
per cent fall on the same 
period in 1995. excluding ex¬ 
ceptional profit on a disposal. 
However, ir raised its interim 
dividend 5 per cent to 1.95p. 




11 BUSINESS ROUNDUP ] 

Mine liquidation 
hits Waverley shares 

SHARES in Waverley Mining dived I5p to 39 l 2p after a £23 
million coal mine that has been bedevilled with flooding 
problems went into liquidation wife fee loss of 300 jobs'. 
Monktonhall CoUieiy, near Edinburgh, which is opera red by 
Wayerley. has been working on a care and maintenance 
basis since the flooding was discovered last month. 

The company has petitioned the Court of Session in 
Edinburgh for the appointment of a provisional liquidator. 
The National Union of Mineworkers believes fee pit could 
opm in weeks, however. A union spokesman said: “The 
water problem has been contained and as far as we are 
concerned we should be returning to production." The 
company said holes had been bored to assess the extern of the 
water damage, and ir had taken technical advice, bur ir 
concluded that the cost of removing the water meant 
reopening the mine was no longer financially viable. 

Lonrho stake to be sold 

THE European Commission said Anglo American Carp had 
agreed to an EC demand to cut hs stake in Lonrho to 9.99 per 
cent from 275 per cent. The Commission feared fee South Af¬ 
rican group's stake in Lonrho, which has a substantial interest 
in two South African platinum mines, would put control of fee 
world's platinum industry in fee hands of Anglo and Gcncar. 
fee South African mining house. The Commission believes its 
ruling will allow fee three South African platinum producers. 
Anglo, Lonrho and Gencor. to continue to exist separately. 

Scruttons departure 

SHARES of Scruttons fell 70p to 260p after the freight ferry 
and port services company announced the immediate 
departure of Angus Fraser as chief executive and said that 
first-half profits would fall short of expectations. Max 
Gladwyn becomes executive chairman. Profits would 
recover in fee second half, fee company said, and fee interim 
dividend would again be held at tip a share. 

Hughes doubles profit 

TJ HUGHES, the department store operator, doubled pre¬ 
tax profits in the year ended January 25 to Eli! million, on a 
turnover of £63 million, up 24 per cent from £50.9 million. 
Earnings per share jumped from 3Jp to 6.14p, and a final 
dividend of 2.08p will be paid on August 4, making the total 
2.92p (Z65p). George Foster, a director of Allders. a rival store 
operator, has been appointed managing director. 

Smith & Nephew invests 

SMITH & NEPHEW, fee healthcare group, plans to lift 1997 
R&D spending by £2 million to £35 million. Eric Kinder, the 
chairman, also told fee annual meeting that forecasting this 
year’s trading outcome was “particularly difficult" because of 
the strength of sterling. The Dermagraft artificial skin product, 
which Mr Kinder said has a market value of about £15 billion, 
is due to be launched later this year in 13 countries. 

Sykes forecasts growth 

ANDREW SYKES Group, the restructured industrial 
services company, said it is poised for growth, both 
organically and by acquisition. The company reported pre¬ 
tax profits of £7.9 million for the year to December 28, 
compared until £4.7 million for the final nine months of 1995. 
Earnings of 335p a share compared with I92p previously. A 
final dividend of 65p a share lifts the total to JOp from 3p. 


Quaker Oats suffers $l.lbn loss 


QUAKER OATS, the food group, reported 
n unprecedented $1.1 billion loss for the 
/st three months of this year after the sale 
ist month of Snapple, fee soft drinks com- 
any. Quaker has launched a search far a 
ew chairman to replace William Smith¬ 
ing who oversaw the disastrous purchase 
f Snapple less than three yeara ago. 

Quaker was forced to write off $1.14 
illion on the sale as fee price of getting rid 
f the soft drinks operation. The Snapple 
urchase ranks as one of the big&rat 
orporate blunders of recent years, after 
tie company bought it for $1.7 billion m 
994. It sold fee company to Triarc, which 


From Richard Thomson in new york 

owns other soft drink brands, for only 
$300 million. 

Quaker was widely thought to have 
paid too much for Snapple and it then 
failed to integrate the company effectively 
into its existing soft drinks operations, 
achieving no economies of scale. A fall in 
Snapple's sales led to a steep fall in its 
profitability, and fee company never 
made any money for Quaker. After 
expensive efforts to boost sales through 
marketing campaigns. Quaker gave up 
on Snapple and sold ft for the huge loss. 

The planned departure of Mr 
Smith burg as soon as a new chairman 


has been recruited is the first admission 
by Quaker's senior management that it 
has made a serious mistake over Snapple. 
Mr Smith burg has been chairman and 
chief executive for the past 16 years. 

The first-quarter loss compares wife a 
profit at fee same time last year of $322 
million. The group said that without the 
special charge its earnings improved 
slightly despite a fall in sales from $1-22 
billion to $1.2 billion. 

Quaker said it may sell a number of 
non-core businesses as part of a strategy 
to focus on fewer operations, although it 
did not specify what these were. 
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Huntleigh payout 
and trade higher 


By Martin Barrow 


just 



rom May 6rh you will be able to fly direct to 
rmbouts from London Gatwick with a choice 
o&faree new flights each weekday 

*11 British Airways on 0345 222111 

navel agent or British Airways Travel Shop 

British Airway s _- 


Express 


HUNTLEIGH Technology, 
fee medical products group 
whose shares have fallen 
sharply m fee past year, 
sought to reassure investors 
yesterday by increasing fee 
total dividend 10 per cent and 
issuing a confident statement 
on current trading. 

The company, based in Lu¬ 
ton, Bedfordshire, said profits 
before tax and exceptional 
items eased slightly to £12.6 
million in 19% from £12.8 
million in the previous year. 
There was an exceptional 
charge of £750.000 against the 
restructuring of Hoskins, a 
manufacturer of hospital beds 
that was acquired from the 
receivers in September 1996. 

Sales were little changed at 
£92.9 million, against £91.9 


million, with difficult trading 
conditions in its principal 
markets in Britain and Ameri¬ 
ca offset by an increase in 
business wife other export 
markets. 

Rolf Scftild, chairman, said 
the increase in trading activi¬ 
ties seen at fee end of 1996 
continued during fee first 
quarter of the current year, 
despite continued restrictions 
on healthcare budgets in Brit¬ 
ain and some of Huruleigh’s 
larger export markets. 

The total dividend is in¬ 
creased to Z93p a share from 
2.67p previously, adjusted for 
fee capitalisation issue in Oc¬ 
tober, wife a l.bp final. 

The shares, which a year 
ago were trading at 316p. rose 
2hp to 190p yesterday. 


WITH A ROYAL BANK 

FIXED RATE 

BUSINESS LOAN 

YOU'LL KNOW THE 

RESULT OF THE 

ELECTION. 


A Fixed Rate Business Loan from The Royal Bank removes 
che uncertainty. At the outset wr agree .in intcrvSC rate 
that i> fixed, it c.\r\not Change. 1 he only thing that is 
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■be dtitivcred, return this coupon or call 0500 212 000. 
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36 LAW __ 

Court of Appeal _ Law Report April 241997 

Solicitor gave warranty of authority 


Penn v Bristol and West 
Budding Society and Others 
Before Lard Justice Staughtan. 
lord Justice Waite and Lord 
Justice Waller 
(Judgment April Ib| 

A solicitor who wrongly believed 
that he had authority to act for a 
vendor in the sale of land and 
negotiated with a solicitor whom 
he knew to be acting for the 
purchaser and the building society 
lending money for the purchase, 
gave a warranty of authority not 
only to the purchaser but also to 
the building society. 

The solicitor was liable for the 
building society's costs of defend' 
ing the vendor's action against 
them to be (axed on a standard 
basis. The fad that the costs of 
defending the action would have 
been recoverable as damages if 
separate proceedings had been 
brought did not of itself justify 
taxation on an indemnity basis 
under Order 62. rule 3(2) of the 
Rules of the Supreme Court. 

The Court of Appeal so held m 
reserved judgments, dismissing an 
jppeai by the fourth defendants. 
Ian Brill & Co. solicitors, against 
the order on February 23. 1995 of 
Judge Kolbert. sitting as a judge of 
the High Court that they had 
wrongly warranted to the first 
defendant. Bristol and West Build¬ 
ing Society, that they were 
authorised ro act on behalf of the 
plaintiff. Deborah Ann Penn, in 
the sale of a house jointly owned by 
her and her husband. Peter Penn. 

The Court of Appeal allowed the 
solicitors' appeal against the 
judge's order that they should pay 
Bristol and West's costs of defend¬ 
ing Mrs Penn's action against 


them, to be taxed on an indemnity 
basis and varied (he order so as to 
provide for taxation on a standard 
basis. 

Mr Rupert Jackson. QC and Mr 
Patrick Lawrence for the solid tors; 
Mr Nicholas Stewart. QC and Mr 
Daniel Worsley for Bristol and 
WCSL 

LORD JUSTICE WALLER said 
that in February 1687 Mr and Mrs 
Penn bought a house as henefidal 
joint tenants with the assistance of 
a mortgage loan. Mr EVnn and a 
business partner. Mr Moore, got 
into financial difficulties and de¬ 
rided to execute a mortgage fraud. 

The fraud was lo consist of a 
purported sale of the house by Mr 
and Mrs Penn to Patrick Wilson. 
Mr Wilson was a party to the 
fraud, the main aim of which was 
to obtain money in the form of a 
loan from Bristol and West. 

Mrs Perm was totally ignorant 
of what was taking place. 

Mr Brill acted on the purported 
sale for Mr Penn. He thought that 
he was also acting for Mrs Penn 
and held himself our in ail the pre¬ 
contract correspondence, negotia¬ 
tions and completion, as duly 
instructed by them both jointly. 

TherwrrespOTdenoe. negotiation 
and completion took place with 
solicitors, ultimately Cartons, who 
acted both for Mr Wilson and 
Bristol and West Unknown to Mr 
BrilL Mr Penn had forged his 
wife's signature on the contract 
documents. 

In reliance on the fad that Mr 
Brill was acting for both Mr and 
Mrs Penn. Gartons and Bristol 
and West arranged for Mr Wilson 
to execute a charge over the house 
and Bristol and West advanced 


£75^93. Part of that sum went to 
pay off the existing mortgage and 
the remainder went, without Mrs 
Penn’s knowledge or consent, in 
discharge of Mr Penn's business 
debts. 

In proceedings by Mrs Penn, die 
judge, inter alia, granted a declara¬ 
tion that the Bristol and West's 
purported charge over the house 
was null and void and awarded 
Mrs Penn damages in negligence 
against Mr BrilL On Bristol and 
West's counterclaim the judge held 
that they were entitled to damages 
against Ian Brill & Co for breach or 
warranty of authority. 

The general principle was set out 
in article 107 or Bowstead and 
Reynolds on Agency (16th edition 
(1996) paragraph 9-057). Chi tty on 
Contracts: Specific Commas (27th 
edition (1994) paragraph 31-093) 
put it slightly differently. 

Mr Jackson submitted that in 
order to found liability die war¬ 
ranty express or implied must 
have been given to the plaintiff and 
that the transaction into which the 
plaintiff was induced to enter must 
have been some form of dealing 
with the supposed prinripal. 

A broader view was supported 
by FirbanlTs Executors v Hum¬ 
phreys ((IS86) IS QBD 54. 60) and 
Starkev v Bank of England Q19G3] 
AC 114). 

fn V/O Rasnoimport v Guthrie 
and Co Lid QI966| 1 Lloyd's Rep I. 
13). Mr Justice Mocatta. approving 
the reasoning of Mr Justice A. L 
Smith in West London Commer¬ 
cial Bank v Kitson {(1883) 12 QBD 
157). said: 

“I can see nothing extravagant 
or heterodox in holding that die 
implied warranty of authority ... 
was given by the defendants to all 


whom they could reasonably fore¬ 
see would become such indorsees 
and become actionable by such 
persons cm proof of their having 
acted in reliance upon the war¬ 
ranty and having suffered damage 
thereby." 

That authority had to be read in 
hs context in the sense that outside 
the ambit of bills of exchange or 
bills of Jading it might be difficult 
to contemplate the offer or promise 
of a warranty of authority being 
given to such a wide number of 
people. But the authority supplied 
further support for there not being 
the constraint contended for by Mr 
Jackson. 

The question whether a war¬ 
ranty of authority had been given 
restal on a proper analysis of the 
facts in any given situation and not 
on any preconceived notions of 
what was essential as part of the 
factual analysis. 

Of course, there was no issue 
that lo establish a warranty uf 
authority there had to be proved a 
contract under which a promise 
was made either expressly or by 
implication to the promisee for 
consideration. 

But consideration could be sup¬ 
plied by the promisee entering into 
same transaction with a third 
party in a warranty of authority 
case just as in any other collateral 
warranty case. 

Furthermore, the promise could 
be made to a wide number of 
people or simply W one person, 
depending on the facts. 

In the instant case. Mr Brill 
knew chat Gartons were also 
acting for the building society. He 
knew that Gartons would be 
arranging for Mr Wilson (a exe¬ 
cute a mortgage so as to obtain 


from Bristol and West the pur¬ 
chase price and secure Bristol and 
West's interest in the house. 

Thus he knew that Gartons. in 
their capacity as solicitors far 
Bristol and West, would be relying 
on his having the authority of Mrs 
Ffenn to bring the transaction to 
fruition and Bristol and West did 
rely on him having that authority 
and advanced the money to com¬ 
plete the purchase. 

Ail the necessary ingredients 
were present for establishing a 
warranty by Mr Brill in favour of 
Bristol and West enforceable by 
Bristol and West that he had the 
authority of Mrs Penn. 

A note in The Supreme Court 
Practice H97 (at pi (57) suggested 
that if a plaintiff succeeded against 
a defendant, and the laner against 
a third party, then where the 
defendant was entitled to an 
indemnity against the third party, 
the defendant might he entitled to 
an order for the costs of fighting 
the plaintiff on an indemnity basis. 

It should not by hseff be a 
ground for awarding indemnity 
costs under Order 62, rule 314) or 
the Rules of the Supreme Court 
that the costs of defending or 
fighting another party would have 
been recoverable as damages if 
separate proceedings had been 
brought 

For an order for indemnity costs 
ro be appropriate there ought to be 
some additional factor of the 
nature which normally gave rise to 
such an order. 

Lord Justice Staughion and Lord 
Justice Waite agreed. 

Solicitors: Wansbroughs Willey 
Hargrave. Leeds; Veafe 
Wasbrough. Bristol. 
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-— : Court of Appeal 

CriminaT^ 

in considering ^ 

parental order application 

.. _ «,..h a uram it was. howeiter. 


Drawing conclusions from 
instances of delay 


Analyst’s certificate 
must be precise 


Spooner v Webb 

Before Lord Justice Hirst and Lord 
Justice Phillips 
[Judgment April 22| 

It Was not wrong for the judge in 
an appropriate case to examine 
specific instances of delay and 
draw conclusions from those spe¬ 
cific instances in order to deter¬ 
mine whether to strike out on 
action for want of prosecution. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
dismissing an appeal by the defen¬ 
dant. Mr D. H. Webb, against the 
dismissal by Mr Recorder 
Meggeson in Southampton 
County Court on June 2b. 19% of 
his application to strike out for 
want of prosecution a personal 
injury action brought by Mr S. J. 
Spooner. 

Mr Brian Gallagher for the 
defendant; Mr Anthony Coleman 
for the plaintiff. 

LORD JUSTICE HIRST said 
the plaintiff was injured in a road 
accident in November 1957. The 
defendant had admitted liability 
before the dose of pleadings in 
1989 and only quantum was in 
issue. 


The case was transferred by 
consent in 1994 to Southampton 
County Court, where in September 
1994 interlocutory judgment was 
obtained for damages tu be 
determined. 

The defendant had brought the 
sinking out application in Novem¬ 
ber 1995. In December the plaintiff 
served a schedule of finandal loss, 
the main irem being loss of 
earnings from short-lived employ¬ 
ments which he had had to 
abandon. 

On weD established principles 
the defendant had to satisfy the 
court that there had been inordi¬ 
nate and inexcusable delay such as 
to give rise to a substantial risk 
that it was not passible to have a 
fair trial or that it was likely to 
cause or to have caused serious 
prejudice to the defendant as a 
result of the impairment of wit¬ 
nesses' recollections. 

The court would only interfere if 
the judge had erred in principle or 
his derision was perverse. The 
court would be slow to dismiss for 
want erf prosecution where liability 
was not in issue. 

There were contemporary 


memoranda indicating that the 
reasons for foe defendant having 
left his employments were not 
connected with his injuries. The 
recorder had regarded that as the 
important Issue on the striking-out 
application. 

He had concluded after examin¬ 
ing the memoranda that there was 
not the evidence of prejudice 
necessary to sustain the defen¬ 
dant's striking-out application. 

Shtun vZaleijska (J199611WLR 
1270) was authorily that there need 
not necessarily be evidence of 
instances of delay and if there were 
nor it was proper for ihe court to 
draw inferences in the absence of 
specific evidence. 

It was not authority for the 
converse, that it would be wrong 
for foe judge in an appropriate 
case to examine specific instances 
and draw conclusions from those 
specific instances. That was what 
the recorder had done and he had 
been perfectly entitled todo so.The 
appeal would be dismissed with 
costs. 

Solicitor;: Lamport Bassitt. 
Southampton; Bernard Chill & 
Axtell. Southampton. 


Regina v Jones (Keith) 

Before Lord Justice Rose. Mr 
Justice Stuart White and Mr 
Justice As till 
{Judgment April )1| 

Where foe prosecution relied on 
the evidence of a forensic scientist 
as to whether a substance con¬ 
tained a controlled drug, there was 
a need for absolute clarify in the 
terms of the analyst's certificate to 
ensure that the suhslance was not 
excluded by virtue erf Schedule 5 to 
the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 
{SI 1985 No 2066). 

The Court of Appeal so stated 
when dismissing an appeal by 
Keith Jones against his conviction 
in October 1996 at Wood Green 
Crown Oaurt (Mr Recorder Eng¬ 
lish and a juiy) of possession of a 
class A drug (cocaine). 

Mr Charles Salter, assigned by 
the Registrar of Criminal Appeals, 
for the appellant; Mr Nicholas A. 
Peacock far the Crown. 

LORD JUSTICE ROSE, giving 
the judgment of the court, said that 
the crucial pan of the prosecution 
case concentrated on a statement 
by an analyst which was read to 


EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER 


THE all'TIMES 


An unmissable 


the jury, to the .effect that the 
substance found in the possession 
of the appellant "appeared to 
contain cocaine of a high purity". 

Mr Salter submitted that that 
phrase included within it things 
which were not of high purity. 
That argument seemed to their 
Lordships to be or best fandfuL 

The fundamental question 
which arose, bearing in mind foal 
foe burden of proof, in accordance 
with R vHunt lRichardj fll987j AC 
352), was on the prosecution not 
only to prove possession of the 
controlled drug but also to exclude 
the possibility that the substance 
was within foe exception in para¬ 
graph 2 of Schedule 5 to the 1985 
Regulations which applied if the 
concentration of foe cocaine was 
less than 0.1 per cent, was w hether 
foe analyst's certificate was ca¬ 
pable of discharging that burden. 

It seemed to their Lordships that 
as a matter of common sense a 
“high purity" denoted something 
totally different from 0.1 per cent 
and that being so there was a case 
to answer, the jury were properly 
directed and there was no reason 
to quash foe conviction. 

Nevertheless, foe sooner foe 
prosecuting authorities took to 
heart the observations made by 
Lord Mackay of Clashfera in Hunr 
(ar p378) as to foe desirability of 
darity in an analyst’s report foe 
better. Appeals of this kind wculd 
not then trouble foe Court of 
Appeal. 

Solicitors: Crown Prosecution 
Service, London. 


In re P (Minors; Parental 
responsibility order) 

Before Lord Woolf. Master of foe 
Rolls. Lord Justice Miliert and 
Lord Justice Ward 
(Judgment April I5( 

On an application for foe grant of 
parental responsibility by an un¬ 
married father, foe court was 
entitled to take into account- as 
relevant but not conclusive, factors 
that he was serving a term of 
imprisonment and the circum¬ 
stances of the criminal condua for 
which sentence had been imposed. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
dismissing foe father’s appeal 
from Judge Groves, sitting at 
Chelmsford County Court, who 
had granted him an order for 
limited contact with his two young 
children but had declined to make 
any aiders on his applications for 
the grant of parental responsibility 
and for a specific issue order for 
the surnames used by foe children 
to be changed. 

Mr Mark Batchelor for foe 
father Miss Christine Sheldrake 
for foe mother. 

LORD JUSTICE WARD said 
that in April 19S9, shortly before 
the birth of the elder child the 
father had been sentenced to eight 
years imprisonment for robbery, 
"in July 1989 he was sentenced to 15 
years" concurrent for another 
robbery. 

In March 1994. some months 
after foe birth of foe second child 
he committed a further robbery 
while on home leave. For that he 
was sentenced to a further term of 
15 years. 

His Lordship referred to the 
father’s contact with the children 
which had been maintained by 
visits to foe various prisons where 


he was held and to the farther 
contact, limited to seven times a 
year. now. ordered as agreed 
"berw een the parties. 

On foe application for me pa¬ 
rental responsibility order foe 
jtid'je had referred ro foe jjliter * 
limited role in die children's lives 
while he had been at large and to 
foe time he wa s in prison when he 
had played little or no part. 

In his Lordship's judgment the 
iudee. haring referred Jo fo* 
relevant authorities, had not erro¬ 
neously applied a higher test to 
such apDlieariiw.x'. He had applied 
the standard tests, taking into 
account, inter alia, that foe father s 
fevei of commitment bad been 
devalued b\ his commission of the 
further offence while on home 

lea'e. , , u- 

That was a proper factor for him 
to have considered and his Lord- 
ship could not say that be had 
given disprafwnionaie weight to 
foe father's criminal conduct and 
that he was plainly wrong. 

While his Lordship might him¬ 
self have come to a different 
conclusion and made foe order, 
which was declaratory and or¬ 
dinarily made unless grxxl reason 
were shown, foe judge's exercise of 
discretion was not such as would 
justify foe appellate cruris 
interference. 

He would dismiss foe appeal. 

Lard Justice Milleti agreed. 

THE MASTER OF THE 
ROLLS, agreeing, said that the law 
was dear'foal a prisoner did not 
lose any personal rights because of 
his sentence save in so far as the 
fan of imprisonment made it 
necessary and accordingly he 
could apply for the gram of 
parental responsibility. 

In considering whether to make 


such a grant H was. nowewr. 
necessary 7 to take account of wtao 
parental responsibility amounted; 
in The definition in section 3 of the 
Children Act 1989 provided: “(I)... 
all the richts. duties, po wers, 
responsibilites and authority 
which bv few a parent of a child- 
has in relatinn to foe child and his 
property." 

That redial made it dear that 
ihe fact of imprisonment -would 
restrict the extent to which a parent 
was capable of exercising parental 
responsibility. 

By section 2{2) the father could 
acquire such responsibility pursu¬ 
ant lo section 4: either by agree¬ 
ment made in prescribed form or 
by an order of the court such as 
was now sought. 

The authorities indicated, not 
exhaustively, foe factors to be 
considered by foe court in exercis¬ 
ing its discretion whether to make 
such a grant. The fact of imprison¬ 
ment and its restricting effect on 
the father’s ability to exercise such 
responsibility was a relevant mat¬ 
ter for the court to take into 
account. 

Also relevant were the circum¬ 
stances of foe criminal offence 
which had resufred in imprison¬ 
ment. If a parent behaved in a 
manner which he could appreciate 
would result in foe likelihood of a 
king sentence he should be taken to 
realise foe damaging effect on the 
children. 

That would be an act of ir¬ 
responsibility towards them and 
the court could take a partem of 
criminal conduct into account as a 
relevant but not conclusive factor. 

He would dismiss foe appeal 

Solicitors: After Mackenzie & 
Co. Evesham: Hill & Abbott, 
Chelmsford. 


Power to hear appeal after 
transfer to county court 


Kings Quality Homes Ltd v 

A. J. Paints Ud 

Before Lord Justice Staushton. 

Lord Justice Onon and Lord 

Justice Schiemann 

(Judgment April IS) 

Once a High Court action had 
been effectively transferred to the 
county court, a county court judge 
had jurisdiction to hear on appeal 
from an order made by a district 
judge of foe High Court which pre¬ 
dated the transfer, subject to 
section 40(5) and (7) of foe County 
Couns Acr 19S4, as substituted by 
section 2(1) of foe Courts and Legal 
Services Act 1990. 

The Court or Appeal so held, 
inter alia, dismissing an appeal by 
Kings Quality Homes, a firm, 
against the order of Judge Head, a 
circuit judge sitting at Ling's Lynn 
County Court on January 22. J996. 
whereby he allowed an appeal by 
foe defendants. A. J. Paints Ltd. 
against an order of Mr N. J. 
Hirfroyd. sitting as a deputy dis¬ 
trict judge of'foe King's Lynn 
District Registry of foe Queen's 
Bench Division of the High Court 
on November 14.1995. The deputy 
district judge had allowed an 


T he Times live is a new entertainment 
service in association with First Call, the 
leading ticketing agency, which offers readers 
priority bookings, special offers and 
discounted tickets on a range of live events —' 
from pop to classical concerts, opera to ballet, 
theatre and sporting events. 

To launch this service we have negotiated a 
special West End Theatre package exclusive to 
Times readers. When you buy two top price. ' 
tickets for either Miss Saigon, Cats, Martin 
Guerre or Oliver! The Times wall give you two 
top price tickets for a second show of your ’, 
choice, from the four featured here, in 
exchange for five Times tokens. 

Tickets are available throughout May and 
June for. Miss Saigon (Mon-Thurs 7.45pm & 
Tue matinees 3pm); Martin Guerre (Mon- 
Thins 7.45pm & Thurs matinees 3pm); Cats , 
(Mcm-Thu rs 7.45pm & Tues matinees 3pm). 
and Oliver (Mon-Thurs 730pm& Wed 
. matinees 230pm). Prices are £325(7each plus 
a £230 booking, fee per ticket 
To apply, collect five differently numbered 
tokens from The Times this week and send 
them, with the application form which wall : - 
appear tomorrow and your payment .to: The : 
77mes Live, West End Theatre Offer, P O Box 
92, London, WC2H 9SU. Applications must 
arrive no later than Friday, May 2 The offer 
is subject to availability. 




Scots Law Report 

Justifying terrorism 
Act detention 


application by foe firm to be 
substituted as foe plaintiffs in foe 
action. 

Mr Andrew Urquhart for the 
firm: Mr David Berry, solicitor, for 
the defendants. 

LORD JUSTICE 

STAUGHTON said that on 
September 21 1995 an order was 
made in foe High Cburt District 
Registry at King's Lynn, that foe 
action be transferred to King's 
Lyrai County Court. 

On November U. the deputy 
district judge of foe High Court 
ordered that the firm be sub¬ 
stituted as plaintiffs in the action. 
On November 16 foe documents in 
foe action were extracted from the 
King's Lynn district registry and 
lodged in King's Lynn County 
Court. 

On Januarv 21 19% foe defen¬ 
dants' appeal against that order 
came before the circuit judge. 
Judge Head, m .King's Lynn 
County Court who allowed foe 
appeal and struck out foe plain¬ 
tiff' action. 

Weiply v Buhl ((IS78) 3 QB 253) 
stated that an order transferring 
an action from the High Court to 
foe count) 1 court was not effective 
until the documents had been 
physically removed from the High 
Court and lodged in the county 
court. 

Bur that case was based cm the 


County Courts Acts Amendment 
Act IS67. section 10 of which said 
that the documents had tr> be 
removed from the High Court 
registry and lodged in foe county 
court 

There was not now such a 
requirement in foe statutory pro¬ 
visions far transfer and it was open 
to question whether it was still a 
requirement for transfer to he 
effective that foe documents 
should be moved. It might be 
arguable that transfer was eff¬ 
ective the moment it was ordered, 
but his Lordship did not deride foe 
point. 

In any event, by foe time Judge 
Head heard foe appeal the transfer 
had become effective because the 
documents had been lodged in the 
county court 

Section 40(5) and (7) of the 
County Courts Act 1984, as sub¬ 
stituted. set out two exceptions to 
foe notion that once an action had 
been effectively transferred every¬ 
thing that happened had ro hap¬ 
pen in the county court. 

Once transfer was effected, an 
appeal from a previous order of a 
district judge in the High Court 
should have gone, as it did in the 
present case, to a circuit judge in 
foe county court. 

Lord Justice Onon and Lord 
justice Schiemann agreed. 

Solicitors: Ringrose & Co. Bos¬ 
ton: Berry & Walton. King's Lynn. 





• See The Times 16-page guide 
. to this summer’s entertainment 
. which was free with Monday’s 
paper for more special offers ,; 
■ and .discounted tickets. If you • 
.. did not receive your copyplease 
call 0171-481 3355. 



Breen v Chief Constable of 
Dumfries and Galloway 
Before foe Lord Justice-Clerk (Lord 
Ross], Lord Morison and Lord 
Weir 

pudgmem January 24| 

Where prevention of terrorism 
legislation entitled the police to 
detain a person pending consid¬ 
eration fay secretary of state of 
whether to make an exclusion 
order against him, it was sufficient 
to justify such detention that the 
police had been told that consid¬ 
eration was being given to making 
such an order. 

In an action alleging wrongful 
detention it was irrelevant for the 
detainee to offer to prove that there 
had been no grounds for consid¬ 
ering such an order if he did not 
also aver that the detaining con¬ 
stables had known as much. 

The Second Division of foe Inner 
House of the Cburt of Session so 
held, refusing a reclaiming motion 
by Mr Sean Breen against the 
dismissal by Mr Donald 
MacFadyen, QC. sitting as a 
temporary judge, of an action 
brought by him seeking damages 
from the Chief Constable of Dum¬ 
fries and Galloway Etolice. 

Mr Jonathan Mitchell, QC and 
Mrs Dinah IHus for Ihe reclaimer; 
Mr Michael Jones, QC for the 
chief constable. 

THE LORD JUSTICE-CLERK 
said that article 4 of the Prevention 
and Suppression of Terrorism 
(Supplemental Temporary Pro¬ 
visions) Order (SI I9S4 No 41S) 
provided that an examining officer 
might examine any person who 
sought to leave Great Britain by 
ship or aircraft for the purpose of 
determining whether, inter alia, he 
appeared to be a person who was 
or had been concerned in foe 
commission, preparation or in¬ 
stigation of acts of terrorism. 

Such examination might be ex¬ 
tended bqyond an initial period of 
12 hours if the officer had reason¬ 
able grounds for suspecting dial 
the person was concerned in 
terrorism and required him in 
writing to submit to further 
examination. 

Article 9 provided foal a person 

examined under article 4 could be 
detained on the authority of foe 
examining officer for a period not 
longer than 48 hours, pending 
either the conclusion of his 


examination or consideration or 
the question of whether to make an 
exclusion order against him. The 
secretary of stale could extend the 
period of detention by up to a total 
of five days. 

The reclaimer was seeking dam¬ 
ages for his allegedly wrongful 
detention en route to Ireland from 
Scotland. He averred that: 

1 It had not been suggested to him 
that he was guilty of or 

2 Concerned in any offence in 
respect of terr o ris m , or that he was 
subject to an exclusion order; 

3 That there were no circum¬ 
stances which might have given 
rise to a reasonable suspicion that 
that was true: 

4 That the officers who had 
detained him had had no reason¬ 
able grounds for suspecting him to 
be a person guilty of any such 
offence: and 

5 That there had been no basis for 
consideration being given to 
whether an exclusion order should 
be made. 

He contended that the only 
lawful ground of detention, after 
foe first 12 hours, was consid¬ 
eration of whether an exclusion 
order should be made, and that he 
was relevantly offering to prove 
char there was no basis for any 
such consideration. 

Counsel for die respondent con¬ 
tended that under section 
I3(2)(a)(ii) of foe Prevention of 
Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) 
Act I9S4, the sale person with 
authority to consider whether an 
exclusion order should be made 
was the secretary of state. 

If the detaining constables were 
told by someone in authority that 
foe secretary of state was going to 
consider whether such an order 
should be made, it followed that 
continued detention was rendered 
lawful by article 9. 

He argued that the reclaimer's 
case was irrelevant, because he did 
not aver that foe constables who 
detained him themselves knew 
that there were no grounds for 
making an exclusion order- 

Thor Lordships were satisfied 
that those submissions were well 
founded. That being so the tem¬ 
porary judge had been entirely 
well founded in dismissing the 
action. 

Law agents: Macbeth Currie & 
Co for Cullen & Co, Glasgow, 
Anderson Strathem, WS. 
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FILM 1 


<• 


Ifs deja vu 
week in the 
cinema, with 
reissues for 
Hitchcock's 
Vertigo... 



FILM 2 


... and the 
third and last 
instalment of the 
Star Wars trilogy. 
Return of 
thejedi ... 


ARTS 



FILM 3 


.., but Whoopi 
Goldberg fails 
can admire their 
heroine as a 
basketball coach 
in Eddie ... 



FILM 4 


No challenger 


... and a lot 
of famous 
British faces 
romp their way 
through Cold 
Comfort Farm 


to Hitchcock’s 




dizzy heights 


-.7.. 


CINEMA: In a week of re-releases - and Goldberg at 
her most Whoopi - Geoff Brown finds solace in Vertigo 






. - * W 




S o which is if to be? Up 
the steps of the mis¬ 
sion house tower with 
James Stewart in Ver¬ 
tigo, or down to the basement 
with Dorothy McGuire in The 
Spiral Staircase? Both are 
“old" fihns.TxJth moody thrill¬ 
ers; yet both. Vertigo in partic¬ 
ular. have more life in them 
than anything new that cine¬ 
mas are offering this week. 

Hitchcock's film was first 
released in 1958. In some 
surface ways its age shows, 
even in this restored print with 
a cleaned-up image and a 
soundtrack fit for the digital 
era. For cinema is a time 
machine, and Vertigo whisks 
us back to the point vWtean 
James Stewart was far from 
being the gangling youth of 
Frank Capra fantasies, but not 
yet the craggy veteran of 
Cheyenne Autumn or Shenan¬ 
doah. Hair tinged with grey, 
he looks solid, mature, good in 
a suit 

The film's technology is also 
of an age. Today the San 
Francisco cityscapes would be 
red. or simulated by comput¬ 
er. Hitchcock's camera gets 
out and about for atmosphere, 
but when dialogue and action 
are required he retreats to a 
studio mock-up. In the fore¬ 
ground. you see Stewart. Kim 
Novak or Barbara Bel Geddes 
acting away on a stretch of a 
roof, the front seals of a car, a 
hotel room or an'office.. In the , 
background, you get the art 
department's tpytown vista, or 
a snatch of back-projected 
footage. It smacks of artifice, 
and 1950s Hollywood. 

But in other respects Verti¬ 
go, perhaps more than any 
other Hitchcock film, tarts 
across time and fashion. Com¬ 
pared to to day's commercial 
thrillers. Vertigo is sculpted 
like a high art movie by 
Tarkovsky, each image pol¬ 
ished and carefully placed. 
Music is not rammed down 
our ears, but woven into the 
drama. U is gorgeous music 
too. by Bernard Herrmann, 
darkly romantic, yearning, ob¬ 
sessive: qualities shared with 




the story spun about a retired 
detective, afraid of heights, 
who falls in love with the 
mysterious woman he is hired 
to follow in and around San 
Frandsco. 

There is more to the plot 
than that, although any new¬ 
comers to Vertigo will not 
thank me for revealing die 
twists dreamt up by Pierre 
Boileau and Thomas 


Vertigo 

Lumiere, PG. 128 mins 
Restored print of 
Hitchcock’s spellbinder 

The Spiral 
r Staircase 

National Film Theatre 
PG, S3 mins 
Vintage thrills, 
served with style 

Return of the Jedi 

Odeon Leicester Square 
U. 133 mins 
Luke Skywalker meets 
too many furry creatures 

Eddie 

Warner West End 
12,101 mins 
Whoopi Goldberg as 
a basketball coach 

Cold Comfort 
Farm 

Virgin Haymarket 
PG, 98 mins 
TV adaptation ungainly 
on the big screen 


Narcejac, the French writers 
of Les Diaboliques. But I can 
reveal what the film looks and 
feels like: a melancholy proces¬ 
sion of dreamlike images, 
sometimes misty, sometimes 
crisp; a trip into Hitchcock's 
innermost fears; a film about 
illusion and delusion, stamped 
with Stewart’s perplexed eyes 
and the trance-like stare of 
Novak, ice-cold but teasing, 
haunted and haunting in grey 
suit and platinum hair. Indif¬ 
ferently received on its first 
release. Vertigo is Hitchcock's 


most modem, if not post¬ 
modern. movie. 

Placed alongside it. The 
Spiral Staircase, made in 1945 
and re-released as pan of the 
National Film Theatre’s crime 
season. Murder Ink, looks 
positively Victorian. All the old 
trappings of melodrama — the 
howling wind and lashing 
rain, the Dickering gaslights 
and fearful shadows — are 
wheeled on to decorate the tale 
of a mute servant girl (Doro¬ 
thy McGuire) terrified by a 
lurking killer. It is antiquated, 
but enjoyable stuff. 

The time is the early years of 
the century, the place New 
England, seen through the 
Germanic eyes of the emigre 
director Robert Siodmak. 
Someone in the locality is 
striking down people with 
disabilities; McGuire appears 
to be the next in line. “Leave 
this house tonight, if you know 
what’s good for your croaks 
Ethel Barrymore's bedridden 
grande dame; Too late, the die 
is cast; but how can the poor 
girl cry for help? 

Imagine how a modem 
remake would gloat over the 
killer's perversions, and de¬ 
light in the damsel’s distress. 
Siodmak takes a different 
approach. “We tried to create a 
kind of surrealist film that 
would put die audience in a 
state of hypnosis, and accept 
the developments without ask¬ 
ing questions." he recalled 
much later. (Hitchcock had a 
similar aim in Vertigo.) 

The audience’s trance is not 
total: wooden acting from the 
likes of Kent Smith puncture 
the spell, and the ponderously 
ornate interiors scarcely 
charm the eye like die sleek 
designs of Vertigo. But there is 
still enough gently to brighten 
and beguile us. 

The third, and least interest¬ 
ing, veteran film of the week is 
Return of the Jedi. directed 
by Richard Marquand in 1983, 
the last instalment to date in 
George Lucas’s Sfar Wars 
saga. Enhancements for this 
special edition include an en¬ 
larged musical number in 
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“Compared to today’s commercial thrillers. Vertigo is sculpted like a high art movie”: James Stewart and Kim Novak in Hitchcock’s masterpiece. 


Jabba the Huff’s palace, extra 
tentacles on a snapping mon¬ 
ster, and greater ' rejoicing 
when Darth Vader's Empire 
forces are overthrown. None 
of these makes a major differ¬ 
ence to a film that wastes far 
too much time twiddling its 
thumbs wiih bizarre or cute 
creatures. Eventually the 
plot’s basic conflict'between 
Darth Vader and Luke 
Skywalker, the errant father 
and the noble son, ensure 
powerful emotions and stir¬ 
ring action. But it still feels like 
sweet relief to leave the cinema 
and rediscover a world outside 
populated by ordinary people, 
not gibbering creatures en¬ 
cased in plastic or for. 

The one genuinely new film 
this week is Eddie. You can 
imagine it with eyes closed. 
Whoopi Goldberg as a loud¬ 
mouthed basketball fan, 
cheering and abusing a team 
from the rear of the stadium? 
Say no more. Should I men¬ 
tion that tite team's new 
money-grabbing owner fires 


the coach and. as a stunt, 
invites Goldberg to take over? 
This, too, you knew already. 
Six writers, incidentally, taxed 
their brains over the script 


G old Comfort Farm is 
new ro British cine¬ 
ma screens, but not 
to Britain: John 
Schlesinger shot this television 
adaptation of Stella Gibbons* 
spoof rural melodrama in 
1994, and its small-screen de¬ 
but was on New Year* Day. 
1995. For the cinema, the 
soundtrack has just been re¬ 
mixed in stereo, while tite 
print has been blown up to 
35mm. You still get a tele¬ 
vision-sized production, 
though, modest in scale and 
style. 

Gibbons was parodying ru¬ 
ral novelists such as Mary 
Webb when she wrote in the 
early 1930s about the 
Starkadder family, mired in 
gloom and doom in their 
decaying homestead. An 
imaginative film of Cold Com¬ 


fort Farm might aim to find 
some mocking visual equiva¬ 
lent for Webb’s fanciful de¬ 
scriptive prose — something 
done with a straight face 
nearly 90 years ago in Powell 
and Pressburger* luscious 
Gone to Earth . 

But Schlestnger has simpler 
ambitions. Armed with Mal¬ 
colm Bradbury* compact 
screenplay, he breezes 
through incidents and lets the 
actors carry the load. There is 
Kate Beckinsale. with a brisk, 
no-nonsense (harm as Flora 
Poste, the orphaned young 
woman who tries to bring her 
eccentric relatives to heel. 
There is Eileen Atkins as the 
grief-stricken Judith; Rufus 
Sewell, pushing too hard as 
the smouldering Seth; Joanna 
Lumley as Flora’s mentor. 
Mrs Smiling; and Freddie 
Jones, cleaning dishes with a 
twig. They, and Schlesinger, 
are in “romp" mode, and on 
the cinema screen it looks 
lame, or ugly, or both. Read 
the book instead. 


‘Whoopi 

wasted’ 



Every week, young film fans 
discuss some of the latest 
releases... 


SNAP 
VERDICT 


□ EDDIE 

Damian Samuels, 19: Whoopi 
Goldberg slam-dunks into ac¬ 
tion in this rather appalling 
comedy. 

Tim Thornton. 21: A motion 
picture of unprecedented 
quality! 

Lesley Isaiah Thomas, 18: It 
did not score with me. Whoopi 
is wasted. 

Peder Jensen. 18; This 
unfathomably awful piece of 
garbage did not contain even 
one successful joke. 


Tim: Surprisingly, this hasnY- 
aged as well as the other two.. 
Lesley A Muppet-fest and 
none the worse for that. 

Peder The weakest of the— 
Star Wars trilogy, but far. 
superior to the average movie^ • 


D RETURN OF THEJEDI 
Damian: Carrie Fisher’s cos¬ 
tume, the Ewoks and all the 
loose ends come together. 


□ COLD COMFORT FARM 
Damian: Ifs a shame this 
great cast ended up with a pig¬ 
sty of a script. 

Tiro: Weak and disappointing. 
Lesley: Why has lan 
McKellen been cast as a 
fanner? His performance 
doesn’t work, and neither does 
this TV movie. 

Peder It should never have 
been given a cinema release. 



Frocks and high society on the rocks 



Butler to an antique 
world: Ian McShane 


DUNCAN C. WELDON is 
offering a reaDy safe season in 
Chichester’s main house this 
year. Lady Windermere loses 
her fan again; Madame 
Arcati calls up the wrong 
spirits; Maugham's Our Bet¬ 
ters is a rare revival but the 
playwright is an old trusty. 
Sandy Wilson’s Divorce Me, 
Darling! takes his Boy Friend 
characters tunefully into the 
Thirties, and Ian Richardson 
will be a popular choice in 
The Magistrate. The heart 
does not exactly sink at the 
prospect of these excitements 
but it brats slower. 

Weldon has a business to 

rum an unsubsidised theatre 
must pay its way in the world. 
Thirty-five years have estab¬ 
lished an audience that likes 
what it knows. It is easy for 
critics to carp, but Safety First 
is a principle that, glazes 
Chichester like aspic over 
pretty edibles. 

For surprises we may have 
to go to Chichester’s Minerva 


Studio, which does offer some 
prickly plays over the next six 
months. In the meantime we 
have Barrie’s clever social 
comedy in the main Festival 
Theatre, where the Edwardi¬ 
an hierarchy of peers and 
menials is sharply turned 
upside-down when Lord 
Loam and his household are 
wrecked on a desert island. 

Though what happens 
seems pretty inevitable to an 
audience at tins end of the 
century, it caused surprise 
and offence in 1902. Could 
Barrie mean that an earl was 
not ordained by God and the 
British Constitution to be 
ineritably a leader? Might a 
lady seriously consider mar¬ 
riage to a man who had been 
her father's butler? 

The implications of this are 
told simply, but Barrie's 
ingenious little shoves at the 
boundary give the play a 
more than historical interest 
His characters never quite 
escape from theatrical tradi- 


THEATRE 


The Admirable 
Crichton 

Chichester 


tion. even if their behaviour 
breaks conventions, and 
Michael Rud man's direction 
acknowledges this with occa¬ 
sional slow-motion inserts, to 
show time passing and to 


indicate that we are watching 
what Barrie subtitled “A 
Fantasy". 

Accordingly, designer 
Johan Engels has turned to 
Henri Rousseau's jungle 
paintings for inspiration. The 
walls of Lord Loam's Mayfair 
house open out like the pages 
of a brilliantly coloured book 
to festoon the stage with 
tropical flora, and close two 
acts later, turning what hap¬ 
pened beneath its lush foliage 
into a lost dream. 

Michael Denison (82 this 


year) is enviably spry enough 
to dance to a concertina. Ian 
McShane. unexpected casting 
for Crichum. turns in an 
accomplished performance 
when playing the perfect but¬ 
ler bur is a tadge too mea¬ 
sured as the perfect jungle 
king, blessing with his atten¬ 
tions Victoria Scarboroughs 
Lady Mary. The play may 
only tinker with its explosive 
soda] content, but the dresses 
are lovely. 


“WOODY HAS 
EXCELLED HIMSELF 


...HIS FKEST HIM OF THE DECADE THUS E1R” 

★ ★★★★ 


"A DELIGHT, PURE ESCAPISM - 
AND CLOSE TO PURE JOY" 




Jeremy Kingston 


Rooms with a dim view 


“YOU HAVEN’T LIVED UNTIL 
YOU’VE SEEN & HEARD 
WOODY ALLEN SING! MAGNIFICENT!” 
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TOM STOPPARD wrote 
somewhere that hotels are a 
separate moral universe and. 
whether or not that is true, 
they regularly leave me feeling 
the way an astronomer might 
feel if the blur of a distant 
planet or undiscovered moon 
flickered across his telescope. 
Who were that frosty couple I 
passed in reception? Why that 
sudden shout down the corri¬ 
dor late at night? What's the 
meaning of those whispers 
and snickers over the break¬ 
fast cereal? As Caryl Chur¬ 
chill, Orlando Gough and lan 
Spink know and show, hotels 
make voyeurs of us all. 

Those mixed-media special¬ 
ists, Second Strides are respon¬ 
sible For Hotel: which means 
words from Churchill, music 
from Gough, and overall di¬ 
rection and a bit of choreogra¬ 
phy from Spink, Both halves 
occur in a hotel room whose 
design is attributed to Lucy 
Bevin, but whose blue and 
brown stripes might have 
been contributed by Bridget 
Riley. Since black-clad chorus¬ 
es are also apt to wander in 
and out. and five or six people 
may occupy a bed at a time, it 
is not very like your average 
Holiday Inn — and yet, at 


Hotel 

The Place 


least for the opening 45 min¬ 
utes, it somehow is. 

Actually, that is the prob¬ 
lem. Eight Rooms, as the first 
halfis called, is more imagina¬ 
tive in its form than its 
content Churchill has ex¬ 
panded the Ayckboumian de¬ 
vice — pioneered in How the 
Other Half Loves, if memory 
serves — of giving us simulta¬ 
neous stories in an identical 
space. Six couples, a woman 
birdwatcher, a businessman 
who keeps consdenricusJy 
phoning home, and an actress 
who doubles as a TV and a 
ghost, all share what seems to 
us the same room but is 
actually several different ones. 
Cool, casual jazz, rising to a 
crescendo when sex is on the 
agenda, accompanies them as 
they move and they sing. 

Bur their movement and 
song, if not exactly banal, 
don't take us far into the 
quirks and oddities of their 
lives. A lesbian couple launch 
tentatively into an affair. A 
faithless wife suddenly wor¬ 
ries about her children. A 


drunk couple quarrel loudly, 
disturbing the others. Two 
Americans, there for the golf, 
exchange uh-huhs. Birds and 
death much preoccupy a mid¬ 
dle-aged French couple. Yet 
even the ghost has nothing 
more m say than that she’s 
forgotten why she is still 
hanging about 
In other words, the piece 
tantalises us voyeurs but like 
hotels themselves, leaves us 
frustrated. The second half. 
Two Nights, is more elusive, 
poetic, striking and substan¬ 
tial. Who knows why Colin 
Poole collapses by the loo. or 
why Gabrielfe McNaughton 
prowls and twirls with a series 
of guns, changing into black 
plastic pants and then into a 
sexy red dress? A suicide? A 
murder? Churchill’s words, 
sung by the chorus to darker, 
more dissonant music, are all 
about feelings of fading, disap¬ 
pearing. dying: “Will I still 
have a shadow? Will f still 
have a mind? Will invisible 
eyes still see?" After a couple of 
days in some modern hotels. I 
can share graveyard feelings 
like those. 
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■ CHOICE 1 

London teenagers 
premiere Paul 
Gladstone-Reid’s 
oratorio. Miracles 

VENUE: Tonight at 
the Albert Hall 



LONDON 

THE MAI Dublin b/ Mofirw 

Can auftwi cfl me haunting Papa 
C juk - flnan Four iyriCTaiwTC o' women 
whose Twin men have variousiy 
deripwj. Ne^fes K-3tf «ooii 
Trlcycl*. 263 KilOum High Road. NWS 
IDI7J-328 1000> Previews loni^tt Sal. 
8pm Opens AptJ 28 7pm ThenMan- 
Sa.8pm.maisWod'Mav2'l.2pm and 
SaL 4pm Unit Jure 7 
MIRACLES London Mmra. »i 
ussoaahan wlh me Dt>fi ol Edinburgh's 
Award, crezer.iz a showcase lor the 
Went ana aeanvrtv at hundrwfe at 
young people from ten London 
boroughs Hightighis ndude 
oertormances hom now hip-hop. rap 
£nd gu>l& bards, mua: and dance 
ensembles. The programme recedes 
the acrid preriete </ composer Paul 
Gtadsicne-Raa s new itawc Kwatre 
bece Miracles, winch mcorporales 
etearonic muse. Ahcan percussion 
gjitars and Luge chorus fn the 
presence o' Prince Edward 
Albert Hall KensingronGore. SOT 
[0171-589 82121 ToragM. 7 30pm Q 

VOICE BOX An evenmg ot poetry m 
me company c I the Uster pool Ctarsn 
Canon whose cc*xarons include 
Befl^st Contefi John KboeBas 
contemplaLve. atrrvjst pasloral wratfc 
eiptores !he larslmess and beauiv ol 
rui a) Australia 

Ftostlvtf Hall. South Eanv. SEI (0i7i - 
960 424Zi TarogH, 7 30pm Q 


□TOCRmes —upfor 

REVIEW Fair mean? artes indudlruj 
ths assessor lor this guide, hazard the* 
irputiion bv Iwftng (her stalls at 
directing Hairy. wWe betels last 
BAC Main House and Studleal and 
2. LavenCei ttd.SWII [0171 -2232223i 
Tue Sat mats Stm various anas For 
ejgiais rng bor p.'fica Until August 27. 

□ FRANKLY SCARLETT Far am 

conc&i about the ruahmg ol lhai film 
atxxjJ (Ass 0 Hara Peier Polycaroou 
C4ayi DcvtC O Setrrck Written by Petor 
Moms and Ftu/fo George, and direcAid 
bv George 

King s Head. 115 Upper Street. Ml 
[0171-226 1916). Opens lomghl. 

7 30pm April 25 also 7 30pm Then 
Tue Sal 8pm mats Sal and Sun . 3 30pm. 

□ THE GOODBYE GIRL Gary 
Wilrrot. Ann Crumb and Shezwae Pavrell 
n the Hamljsch.'Zicpel musical version 
ol Netf Simon s play Dancer dumped by 
on? aclor and landed wWi arwihar finds 
krie Aah Directed by Rob BdUnscn 
Albery. St Martin's Lane. WC2 (0171- 
369 17JO/. Mon-Fn. fipm. Sat. 8 30pm: 
mate Wed. 3pm. Sal 5pm 

□ TO HERBAL BED Peter WheUn's 
tascwaimg play transfers horn the 
Barbican semo cast changes but 
Teresa Ban ham commas lo play 
SnaLfisoeare s daughter, and Stephen 
Boner her Punfan inquisitor 
Duchess Catherne Street. WC2 

[0171-494 50751 Mon Sal. 7 30pm 
mate Sited and Sat. 2 30pm 


NEW RELEASES 

THE ADDICTION 113) Qurtty and 
compe'fcng -.ampire tale trom Abel 
Feiram. with Lift Taylor 
ICA Chroma 10171-930 3647) Metro 
(0171-437 0757) Ritzy [0171-737 21211 

BOX OF MOONLIGHT (15). UpagM 
engineer unravds Winsome I able horn 
Ton DOto. wah John Turturro and 
Sam Rockwell 

ABC Tottenham Court Road 10171- 
636 6 T-rerCtapham Picture House 
10171-4963323) Hotting H1U Coronet 
Q (0171-727 67051 Odeonr. 

Mezzanine EH018I-315 42151 Swiss 
Cottege (0181-31542201 RKzy [0171- 
7372121) Screcn/Bator Street 10171- 
93S 2772) Virgins; Fuffiam Rued 
[0171-370 26361 Haymsrket 10171-839 
1527) Warner West End <0171-AJ7 
4343) 

EVERYONE SAYS I LOVE YOU (12/ 
New Tori, neuroses sot to music by 
Woody Allen. Beguiling, twl thin 
BerMcan (Of 7 1 -636 8891) Chebea 
[0171-351 3742) Gale Hotting HOI 
(017t -727 4043) Odecne: Kensington 
(01B1-315 4214) Hoymarkat (0181-315 
4JiZ) Screen an Baker Street (0171- 
935 2778) Screen on the MB 10171 -435 
3366) Warner B (017 M37 4343) 

THE FUNERAL 1101 Powerful and 
broadng ractaeermg drama, with 
Chnstophet Walter and Chnaiopher 
Perm Drector. Abet Ferrara 
Ciozon West End (0171-369 1722) 


■ CHOICE 2 

The Magic of 
Sinatra: a new 
band show hits 
the road 

VENUE: Tonight at the 
Victoria, Halifax 


THE' 


iTIMES 



TODAY'S CHOICE 


A dally guide to arts 
and entertainment 
com pried by GflRan Maxey 


ELSEWHERE 

HALIFAX Andy Prior and he, 

Cte-tsl'j faesont a new musical show. 
The Magic of Sinatra, roung lo 23 
•enees amund Brain tram today With 
Branda Cacrtane 

Victoria '-Yards End (01422 S1158) 
Today. 4om and 7 30pm Ned in 
Cambridge. Com Exchange (01223 
35735 J i ramcaaw 

LbEUS lam Bento's scarey novel ol 
file, cejtri era dark sea els. The Wssp 
Factory Waptcd and given what is 
prorT.uad as a sfer.tng produAon by 
Mafmm sL-ftwland 
Went Yorkshire Plryhcjusn. Quarry 
Hill (0113-244 21) l). Opens torughL 
8pm T7-3T C.-tan-SaL 8pm. fflvsepr Sate 
May 3 and 10.8 30pm. mats Wad (trom 
Aori 30). 2pm. Sate (May 3.10) 5pm. 

MANCHGSTBtBhMMurder anew 
correCy by Peter N-chok. set in (tie 
1960s m atermmgty dangerous 
9'iv«sOuy and on Even madder Laid 
Cturbetfein's office Wbti Sara Crone. 
Romy Batenilb and Gordon Rad 
Directed by Roga Haines 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's assessment 
of theatre showing hi London 
■ House fun, returns only 
B Some seats avaftable 
□ Se^s at an prices 


□ THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING 
OSCAR htohei/MacLiammor's 
cstebratedfcibute 10 Wilde mowngly 

k. .ricd by Simon Calaw. convdymg the 
vnt (he gravity, the •*stress 
Savoy. Strand, WC2 (0171-836 88881 
Mon-5ai 8 pm. mats Wed and SaL 3pm 

□ KING LEAR- Ian Holm magniticerL 
the pertomarkM o» a fitewne Fbctard 
Eyre's farewell pioduction 
National (Cattesloe) South Bank 
SEI (0171-9282252) TongM-Sal. ?pm 
In rep 

□ MASTER CLASS Palti LuPone 
recreates her Broadway starring rote as 
Mana CaDas n Terrence McNally's 
Torr/ tiraung play where the areal dwa 
pjls as pi mg opera singers Orough 
men paces Lear^rd Fogfa efirects 
Queen's, Shaftesbury Avenue. W 1 
10171-494 5O40i Noth previewing, 8 pm 
Open tilay 6 . 7pm 

□ THE POWER OF DARKNESS: 
Tolstoy's nc.-- oSd-lashaned drama rt 
aduft-ar/. refrbulwn and redemption 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Good Brown's assessment of 
fDms In London and (whore 
indicated wRh the symbol ♦) 
on reieeae across the country 


Phoenix (0181-883 22331 Renoir 
101 71-837 W02J Ritzy (0171-737 2121) 
Screen on the Omen (0171-226 3520) 

♦ METRO i ier RD'Jtree (tap saga, with 
Edcto Murphy and Mctiael Rapapcrf 
OdsonK Koraington (0181 315 42Mj 
Marbte An*/018KJ15 4?)6) Swiss 
Cottage (0181 315 4220) West End 
(0181 -315 43211UCI Whitetoys (0990- 
888 990) 

• THE SAINT (12) Botehad revival ol 
Leslie Chanars's gendeman Dwf. 
played by Val Mmer W4h Bsabelh 
9nie DvtcJof. Ptrtip Noyce 
Odeon Marble Arch (0(61-315 •12(61 
Vogbis: FtAham Road ftrf 71 -370 2636) 
Tnreadero© (0171-434 OCOIj UCI 
Whlteteys © (0990 888990) 


BASQUIAT (15)’ Fascinawtg poilraft ot 
me black graffiti artisi at ihe 1980s. 
portrayed ty Jeflrey WUghr 
Metro (0171-137 0757) 

• TO CRUCIBLE) 12) Werghly 
version ot Arthur MUtar’s ptay abwd 17th- 


LBvsry. Si P&et s Square (0161-238 
7110) Previews begn wnigtiL 7 30pm 
Opens April 28. 7 30pm Until May 17. 

OXFORD Radio 1 Sound C3ty Olderd 
presents Tito Oxford PunL a one-on 
fnnge jrww featung 13 unsigned 
bands horn Oxford, pteymg 9ve al fire 
lacdftmge venues over a period of stx 
hours Ws evwwig The bands rnctude 
(4ougM. Ductal. Bubbteman. Earth 
Madme. Thuman. the Qassies and 
Dufawtser 

The Oxford Punt (018G5 798791 tor 
DdiEte and information) AJtematfvety, 
uckats tor the entire evert. atoetiQ 
entry ifcto aE venues, avaiabte from 
Oialc/'s, George Street, or bdeets to 
trdnmteai shows avatebfe on the door. 

LONDON GALLERIES 

Anthony <TOftay. Francesco 
Clemente — Fifty One Days on Mount 
Abu (0171-4994100).. .Boundary: 
Dowd Brener-Wei pairings, drawrjgs 
and soJplure (0171-624 1126j 
Co mm er ci al: Ctemert Page (0171-247 
97471 . Gloss Art Twenty-One 
Today A cetetattn ft? glass (01 ?1 -403 
2800) UeweOyn Alexander A 
Million Brushstrokes (0171-6201322) 
New Acerfemy Jaoq uo lta e and Sophia 
Ri4v ( 01 71-323 4700) .. SaatcM: 
Duane Hanson (0171-624 8299) 
Se rpe n t i n a ' Bc hardO eacon (Gallery 
Lawn) (0171 -402 6075) . Thomas 
Gibson Anthony Pabaer Recent 
Partings (0171-499 8572). WMte- 
chapel Antechamber (0171-522 7888) 


among the Russian peasantry 
Orange Tree, Ctoence Street, 
Richmond (0181-840 3633). MorvSaL 
7 45pm. mats Thure (Aprf 24, May 1], 

2 3ttom.Saa.4pm Ur«ftMay31 

□ TOM AND OEM Stmutettog ptay 
with Atec McCowen aid Mtahael 
Gambon as Atflae and Drlbwg. sorting 
out the world at Potsdam. 

Aldwych. Aldwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6007). Mon-Sat, 7 30pnr mats Wed and 
Sat 3pm. 

eU 

□ WOMBt ON THE VERGE OF 
HRT. Mane Jones and Been Pofiodc n 
love with Daniel O' Dannefl. H4 Irish 
comedy bur theft daydreams are a M 
obvious, somehow 

VandevOe. Strand. WC2 (0171-836 
9987). MorvSaL 7 45pm; mats Thun 
and SaL 3pm 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood Brothers Phoenix (0171-360 

7733) O Buddy Strand <0171-900 

8800) O Cats-New London (0171- 

405 00721. □An Inspector Cals 
Gan** (0171-194 5085) . □ Jesus 
Christ Superstar Lyceum pi 71 -656 
1807) □ Martin Guene: Prince 

Edward(0171-4475400) . Bbea 
Mtsftrables-Pstace (0171-434 0906} 
BMlssSMgcn Drury Lane (0)71-494 
5400) □The Mousetrap 

Si Martm s (0171-8361443) . 

B Ofhrerf Padadtem (0)71-194 50301 
Tirire: intamnlion supplied by Society 
ot London Theatre. 


century witchcraft, ninth Winona Ryder, 
Dared Dny-Lewts and Pad Scofield. 
Odeon Mezzanine S (0181 315 421S1 

♦ FEVER PITCH 115)- FoottMfiraazad 
teacher f-alts. m love Appeal ng verexn of 
N«cK Hornby's book, wftn Cohn Rrth, 
Ruth Gemmefl. Drector, Dadd Evans 
dapftom Ptctwa House (Ol 71 -498 
3323) Odeora: Kensington (0181-315 
42 Ml Swiss Cottage (OJ81-315 4220) 
West End (0181-315 4221) lia 
Whiteteys (0990-888990) Virgin 
Chelsea <0171 -36250961 

♦ JERRY MAGUIRE (15). A sports PR 
agent gels aconsoertau. Enfoyabto. 4 
overlong comedy, wtti Tom Cruse. 
Empire (0990 888990) Plaza6(0990 
B889901 UCI WhitetaysS (0990 
8889901 Virgins: Fidham Road (0171- 
3702836) Tnocadero (0171-434 0031) 

♦ THE PEOPLE VS LARRY H.YNT 

(18) RoBercoasWr nde throu^ Ihe IKe 
and court cases gt the mflioriaire 
pomo^apher. played by Woody 
Harreteon Orector. Mins Forman 
CJaphan Picture House (0171-498 
3323) Odeon Sarisa Cottage (0181-315 
4220) UCI Whtofoya 6 (dWO 68S990) 
Virgins: Chelsea 10171-3S2 5096) 
Haynreriwt (0171-839 1527) 

Trocadero 6 (0171-434 0031»Warner 
West End (0171-4374343) 

TROJAN EDOtE (15) Urban scamp 
9 op hen Rea snuggles to be hts own 
man Droll drama. w«h FDchard Hams 
Metro (0171-437 07S7) 


ARTS 


It’s Kevin’s 
round at the 
golf club 


■ NEW VIDEOS 

Putting on the 
style: Kevin 
Costner goes 
romancing on 
the fairways 
in Tin Cup 




m NEW CDS 

The soaring 
English melodies 
of Eric Coates 
are revived 
on a new disc 
of light music 



■ TIN CUP 

Warner, 15,1996 

CARE to play golf with Kevin Costner? 
The invitation may sound unappeal¬ 
ing , but luckily this movie is directed 
fay Ron Shelton, who has a real flair for 
American sports. Costner plays a 
reckless golf amateur who bids for a 
place in the US Open; Rene Russo is 
the city psychologist who needs help 
with her swing. Overextended at two 
hours and ten minutes, but it is never 
less than pleasant. Available to rent 

■ A BOVS LIFE 

Con noisse ur, IS 

AN ATTRACTIVE trio of recent Amer¬ 
ican shorts abour gay boys is dominat¬ 
ed by Todd Haynes'S delicious Dottie 
Gets Spanked . a comic record of a six 
year-old's devotion to a television 
sitcom star. Raoul OOmnelis’s college, 
romance A Friend of Dorothy is the 
weakest item. But the tape ends on a 
high note with Peggy Rajski*s Oscar- 
winning Trevor, a funny and poignant 
portrait of a 13-year-old Diana Ross 
fan, struggling to come to terms with 
his sexuality. 

■ THE SECRET OF ROAN INISH 
Tartan, PG, 1994 

WRITER-director John Sayles is usual¬ 
ly to be found delving into American 


history or contemporary urban lives. 
Here he trains his curious eye on a 
Celtic folk tale about Selkies {legendary 
creatures, half-seal, half-human), 
filmed with a realistic slam off the 
coast of Ireland. Not quite for children, 
nor for hard-hearted adults; bur those 
who still have their childhood inside 
them will find this film a magical 
experience. 

■ WHEN THE CATS AWAY 
Artificial Eye, 15,1996 

THERE are no names in the cast to 
attract attention; and the French 
director. Cedric Klapisch. is new to 
Britain. But this genuinely charming 
film demands attention for its sensi¬ 
tive. freewheeling exploration of the 
lonely life of a make-up girl (Garance 
Clavel). searching for her cat and a 
meaning to life in a crumbling Paris 
neighborhood. A film of chance 
encounters and darting moments, 
recapturing that old New Wave sensa¬ 
tion of life caught on the hop. 

■ FLIGHT TO MARS 

Blue Dolphin , U\ 1951 
FORGET about gazing at Hale Bopp 
and see the amazing spectacle of this 
hilarious sci-fi. adventure, made in the 
wake of Destination Moon. Crash- 
landing on Mars. Cameron Mitchell 
and the American rocker team are mei 
by Morris Ankrum encased in a 
powder-blue space suit. “We have been 
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Watch the birdie: Kevin Costner gets to grips with Rene Russo in Tin Cup 

expecting you." he says. Disappointing Made by the low-budget company 
that the' Martians look just like Monogram, and directed by Lesley 
humans (well, it is cheaper that way). Selander. whose usual forte was 
Bur the costumes, sers and peculiar cowboy films, 
colour (everything looks either green or « onWN 

orange) provide plenty of exonc derail. OEOFF tSROWN 


NEW CLASSICAL CDs: Passionate madrigals; a BBC Manon from 1939; a little light music 


; VOCAL 

Hilary Finch 

■ MONTEVERDI 
Quinto fibre de’ madrigafi 
Concerto t tali ana 
Opus 111 OPS 30-166, 
£14.99*** 

THERE can be no finer dawn 
chorus than the vaghi 
concenti, the sweet harmo¬ 
nies, of Monteverdi’s Fifth 
Book of Madrigals. And few 
sweeter songsters, in recent 
years, than Rinaldo Ales sand- 
rim's Concerto Italiano, who, 
in their Monteverdi series, 
have been steadily challeng¬ 
ing the notion that everyone 
but the Italians can perform 
Italian Baroque music. 

In this collection, written in 
Venice two years before his 
innovatory opera Orfeo, Mon¬ 
teverdi opens the madrigal to 
tire avant-garde, pushing 
word against note in passion¬ 
ate inflection, intense dramat¬ 
ic gesture and scrunching 
dissonance. These songs form 


a living frieze of little pastoral 
dramas, and the Concerto 
ftaliano. with their raw, open 
vowels and resinous timbres, 
relish the love plaints of 
Amaryllis. Dorinda and 
Silvio. They are joined, for the 
final spring cantata, by an 
instrumental ensemble which 
includes the sweet violin of 
Fabio Biondi. 

OPERA 

John Higgins 

■ MASSENET 
Manon (highlights) 
Teyte/Nash /Noble Walker/ 
BBC Theatre Orchestra/ 
Robinson 

Dutton CDLX 7023 . £9.99** 
A DUSTY BBC cupboard was 
the source of this meticulous 
compilation drawn from a 
1939 broadcast. Within were 
found the acetate discs, or 
most of them, of a Manon 
given prime casting and pre¬ 
pared with considerable care. 
Heddle Nash, top English 


tenor of the day. was Des 
Grieux and Maggie Teyte. a 
famous Melisande. took the 
tide role. The opera was given 
in English and the singers 
enunciated every syllable, as. 
in cut-glass accent did the 
anonymous announcer. 

Nash's Des Grieux is a 
model of patrician, elegant 
singing. With his exquisitely 
produced head tones he was 
clearly going to excel in the 
Dream Song and Ah! Funs, 
arias he had previously re¬ 
corded. But Nash, who could 
sometimes sound bland, sur¬ 
prises by his fervour at emo¬ 
tional moments: the first sight 
of Manon and the dose of Act 
HI. when she entices him 
away from the priesthood. 
Teyte had turned 50 at the 
time of the recording but 
sounds 20 years younger. 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from the Times Music 
Shop on 0345-023 498 


maintaining a rippling silvery 
tone throughout. Alas, two of 
her great scenes, the farewell 
to her little table and the Act 
III gavotte, are not included, 
presumably because the discs 
were missing. 

But with a top-class father 
Des Grieux from Norman 
Walker and truly theatrical 
conducting from Stanford 
Robinson, this CD is a choice 
collector's item. Forgive some 
variable sound and enjoy the 
quality of our singers from the 
interwar years. 

ORCHESTRAL 

Barry Millington 

■ COATES 
Under the Stars: 

17 Orchestral Miniatures 
BBC Concert Orchestra/ 
Wilson 

ASV CD W771 2107 . 
£10.99*** 

UGHT music may be an 
extinct genre, as the booklet 
for this disc suggests, but in 


this retro era there are those 
who are determined to bring it 
back from the dead. The 
conductor Jolin Wilson is one. 
Still in his mid-twenties. Wil¬ 
son has found a niche with the 
music of Eric Coates and 
others — music that is pre¬ 
sumably as much a part of 
history to him as, say, Elgar — 
and is rapidly making a name 
for himself with his editions 
and performances. 

The Coates disc is superbly 
conducted: soaring melodies, 
succulent harmonies and 
sumptuous scoring all done to 
a turn. Wilson knows just 
when to hurry the music along 
and how to broaden it for a 
lyrical climax. The collection 
combines stirring marches 
such as The Greenland and 
Salute the Soldier, the unpub¬ 
lished ballet sketch Coquette . 
and nostalgically romantic 
gems such as Last Love and 
the title track Under the Stars. 

* Worth hearing 
** Worth considering 
*** Worth buying 


OPERA & BALLET 


THEATRES 


COLISEUM 0171632 B300 (Z4fr) 
ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA 
Torft 7 JO MADAM BUTTERFLY 
Tomar 7 30 pRST MGHT) 
AfflADNS ON NAXOS 

ROYAL OPStA HOUSE 017130* 
4000 fur Bac Office & Stand)/rto 
Tickets waiabte on He daj 
TOa Royal Open 
Ten. Mon 730 OTaLO 
Sal 7 00. Tub 7 30 
L"BJSH D*AM0flE 
TbeRoytaBaBet 
Tam 7 JO ANASTASIA 
Wed 7J0{Fks fight) 
MJCMB31S 

THE JUDAS TRHS/Tefey’s 
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■ MUSIC I 

Ready to dazzle: 
Seiji Ozawa 
brings the 
world's top 
Japanese players 
to London 



■ MUSIC 2 

... while 
Simon Rattle 
leads the 
Vienna Phil to 
great heights 
in Birmingham 


THE 


iTIMES 


ARTS 



■ MUSIC 3 

... but not 
even the golden 
voice of Angela 
Gheorghiu lifts 
Covent Garden’s 
dire L'elisir 



■ TOMORROW 

Paul McCartney 
talks about 
fame, money, 
having a good 
time, and his 
new solo album 


MUSIC: Richard Morrison meets the conductor Seiji Ozawa, in London with his superstar orchestra I StT60t 


O ne night about ten 
years ago ! u-as 
sitting in the Barbi¬ 
can Hall waiting 
for the London Syinphonv 
Orchestra to start the second 
half of a concert. Suddenly J 
became disconcertingly aware 
nf the entire violin section 
craning round to srare ar me. 
Or rather, at something just 
behind me. Curious. I turned 
round. Sitting in die row 
behind was a small. middle- 
aged Japanese man with rock- 
star hair and an 
ineffable smile. 

Seiji Ozawa drew CO 
no attention to him¬ 
self. bur he had no 
need to. i have rare- lil<a 

!y heard an arches- OR , 

fra transform itself 
so thoroughly from 
humdrum to bril- DUt 

liant in the course of t 

one concert. Espe- <*1S 

dally when respond¬ 
ing to a conductor 3WC 
who wasn't actually 
on the podium. I 11 gl 

can’t even remem- _____ 
her who was. 

Two thoughts occurred to 
me. First. 1 realised that I had 
never before seen a world- 
famous conductor sit through 
someone else’s concert. Sec¬ 
ondly. I sensed that rfte LSO 
doesn't gawp at any old haton- 
waggler who enters its hall. 
Ozawa was, and is. a charis¬ 
matic figure. But he also has 
grear humility and grace. Re¬ 
member that unusual combi¬ 
nation and you probably have 
the key to his music-making. 

His performances speak of 
nobility and beauty, never 
aggression or stridency. He 
inclines towards reticence, 
never showmanship. On and 
off stage he is both a gentle 
man and a gentleman. Yet he 
has been at the helm of one of 
America’s greatest orchestras,, 
rhe Boston Symphony, for 
nigh on a quarter of a century 
— far longer than any other 
music director in America. 
The personality may be genial, 
but it is awesomely powerful 
too. A classic Ozawa interpre¬ 
tation starts innocuously — 
you wonder what the fuss is 
about — but then gathers such 
spiritual force thar, by the final 
whistle, you realise you have 
experienced an epiphany. 

This weekend Ozawa makes 
an all-tno-rare British appear¬ 
ance. not in the company of the 
Boston Symphony but with an 


A well-risen son of Japan 


C Ozawa 
may be 
genial, 
but he is 
also an 
awesome 
figure? 


ensemble perhaps even closer 
to bis heart. He founded rhe 
Saito Kinen Orchestra in 19JM 
in memory of his readier, the 
conductor and cellist Hideo 
Saito, and stalled it with other 
former Saito pupils. Saito 
founded Japan's top music 
conservatory and was largely 
responsible for the postwar 
explosion of Japanese interest 
in Western music. 

He must have been a re¬ 
markable man. because his 
former pupils have since risen 

_ to top positions in 

rhe world’s top or- 
3Wa che>tra> and conser¬ 

vatories. So the 
be Saito Kinen Orches¬ 

tra can only assem- 
ial kle. rehearse and 

* perform on an occa- 

,p jo sional basis, and at 

vast expense (luck- 
ily. Japan is not 
1 short of generous 

and wealthy corpo- 
Diuc ra te sponsors). Nev- 

m ertheless its Western 

’6 7 tours have garnered 

—— fantastic reviews. 

Ozawa believes 
that its playing standard owes 
something to a shared philoso¬ 
phy. “Saito remains a wry 
strong influence, even though 
we have all grown up. We 
share the same musical phras¬ 
ing: we perform orchestral 
music as if it is chamber 
music, which is what he 
taught us." 


B ut he also points to 
the players' remark¬ 
able commitment. 
“There is no limit to 
die hours we rehearse. For me 
— used to working in America, 
where music is so unionised — 
that is the best part The 
strange thing is that many 
members are based in Ameri¬ 
ca too. But when they come to 
Saitp Kinen they have a com¬ 
pletely different attitude. 
Once, on tour in Greece, they 
felt that they had not re¬ 
hearsed enough in the hall, so 
they held section rehearsals in 
their hotel rooms. To see 12 
viola players crammed into a 
bedroom was very funny — 
but it paid off the next day.” 

Ozawa believes that the 
Saito Kinen has brought new 
esteem to Japanese musicians 
in their own country. “Orien¬ 
tal people love music. In every 
small Japanese town now' 
there is a CD shop. But the 
Japanese public still thinks 


that Western musicians are in 
a higher class. In the same hall 
in Tokyo you can hear a 
Japanese orchestra one night, 
and die LSO or Berlin Philhar¬ 
monic the next, and the ticket- 
price difference will be 
enormous. Not jusi double: 
maybe five times as much for 
the Western orchestra. Per¬ 
haps now the Saito Kinen has 
shown Japan that we can 
compete with the best." 

It has certainly shown the 


OPERA: Doing the dirty on Donizetti’s blameless comedy 


DONALD COOPER 



H. rTrolis and Angela Gheorghiu in Ihe Royal Opera s dreary L'elisir d amore 


T he Royal Opera’s recent 
run of good revhals had 
to come to an end some¬ 
time, and n ran into the 
buffers ar Tuesday’s perfor¬ 
mance of Donizetti’s comedy. 
The 22 -year-old produenon 
has Jong passed te sell-by 
date, and looked old-fashioned 
even when it was new. Like all 
good corned)'. L’elisir is at 
heart desperately serious, not 
that you would guess n from 
die vulgar farce being played 

out for much of the evening. 
The stylistic starting pomi 
seemed to be amateur Gilbert 
and Sullivan of half a centur) 
ago. with ihe chorus 
like apes and forever waving 
into the wings- and for nmch 
of the evening l wandered 
what an adult audience was 
doing in 1<*>7 paying 
money to watch this juvenile, 

amateurish tosh. . . 

A halfway decern musical 

performance might ha 
deadened the pam, but no 

such luck. The Catalan tenor 

Jose Bros, making fes house 
debut as Neinorino. has a 
going .for him - good musical 


No fizz 
in this 
potion 

L’elisir d’amore 
Covent Garden 


instincts, a quiet sense of 
cometiy - but his voice 
sounded monochrome and 
thin, lacking the weight and 
juiciness essentia! for this 
music. Angela Gheorghiu has 
even more going for her - 
sound, technique - but fur ihe 
most part she phrased wood¬ 
en ly and sang al a ™ady, 
word-free forte. For some mys¬ 
terious reason, too. she was 
made to play Adinu as cold 

and dead common. 

Na taledeCarohv. also in nis 
house debut, was an under¬ 
voiced Belcore and if was left 


to Bruno Pol a, the new 
Dulcamara, to sense disaster, 
take tlie performance by the 
scruff of rhe neck and give it a 
good shake with his entrance 
number. He may have worked 
a little too hard, but a singer 
with bags of voice who actual¬ 
ly sang words and even 
seemed to understand them 
came as manna in the dessert. 

The conducior Evelino Pidn 
set the style with inflexible 
beat and little attempt to coax 
something approaching Don- 
izettian sound from the orches¬ 
tra. There was JjnJe trace nf the 
lyricism, wit and melancholy 
of which rhe score is com¬ 
pounded until ihe final duet 
for Adina and Nemorino. 
when singers and players 
started to suggest what riches 
the work can yield. ■ 

But it was far loo late, and 
tended to confirm rhe impres¬ 
sion lhai the show had not 
exactly been uver-rchearsed. 
What a dreary, umvorlhy 
salute to the composer in his 
bicentenary year. 

RODNEY, MlLNES 
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rest of the world. Now Ozawa 
has founded the Saito Kinen 
Festival, an annual ten-day 
teaching and performing jam¬ 
boree in the "Japanese Alps" at 
Matsumoto. His model is the 
Boston Symphony's renowned 
Tanglewood Festival. "I masT 
do more teaching, but 1 don’t 
yet know how. You should 
really do it all year round. 
Perhaps l shall have to retire 
from conducting. To me, 
teaclung is like a drug. To be 


able to help young talents is 
one of the greatest things a 
musician can do." 

Ozawa is 61. but nobody 
really expeas him to quit the 
podium. He is one of the great 
natural talents — a figure who 
leapt’ with apparent ease 
across the East-West cultural 
divide at a time when such a 
transition was unprecedented. 
True, he benefited from Saito’s 
rigorous training, and then 
the patronage of Bernstein 


and Karajan. Nevertheless. Western classical tradition 
when Ozawa came to Europe seems enshrined in his music- 
in the mid-Fifries—touring Dn making. What’s more, thou- 
a motor scooter borrowed “for sands of hugely gifted 
promotional purposes" from a Oriental musicians have foi- 
Japanese motor company — lowed in his pioneering tracks 
he had almost no Western westward, revitalising our 
cultural background. “I never concert life. Many of them will 
heard an opera live until 1 was be in London on Saturday. It 
23. nor a Mahler symphony." should be some concert. 

he admits. • The Saito Kinen Orchestra 

That makes his subsequent ptavs Schoenberg and Beethoven 
career the more astonishing, in ihe Fesriwl Hull iont-W) 4242) 
Today ihe very essence of the on Saturday at 730pm 


Strings to tug at the heart 


SO WHAT has the Vienna 
Philharmonic got that the City 
of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra has not? At some 
point in the future the answer 
might well be Sir Simon 
Ranie. In the meantime it is a 
string section of quite extraor¬ 
dinary finesse. The audience 
in Symphony Hall must have 
admired the mature blend of 
the woodwind, the discretion 
of the brass, the apparently 
easy and unshakeable overall 
balance of the Vienna sound, 
but they can only have mar¬ 
velled ai ihe detail in colouring 
and articulation in the strings. 

Simon Rattle seems to haw 
chosen the first half of tlie 
programme specifically to 
demonstrate that most distinc¬ 
tive quality. Haydn is uncom¬ 
promising about exposing the 
violins even when he is indulg¬ 
ing them. In the Symphony 
No 70 in D (rarely performed, 
perhaps for that very reason) 
he deliberately sets out to trip 
them up: indeed, as an early 
entry a couple of bars into the 
Iasi movement so delightfully 
demonstrated, he is capable of 


CONCERTS 

Vienna PO/Rattle 

Birmingham 


catching out the Vienna Phil¬ 
harmonic even now. Every¬ 
where else the violin playing 
was nor only impeccable but 
also enchanting in the variety 
of colour available at the 
quieter end of rhe dynamic 
range. And to hear this orches¬ 
tra adopting a kind of period- 
instrument approach to the 
slow movement was a refresh¬ 
ing experience. 

Having conducted the 
Haydn from memory. Rattle 
went on to do the same with 
Richard Strauss’s Meiamor- 
phosen. That was a virtuoso 
achievement in itself. Bur 
where 23 solo strings are 
involved in 30 minutes of free 
and continuous contrapuntal 
development, it is surely the 
only way to avoid losing sight 
nf the shape of the piece in a 
mass of textural detail. 


Strauss’s structural purpose 
was, in fact, always clearly in 
view. While the string players 
sustained clarity and cohesion 
wiih the security of a long¬ 
standing chamber ensemble, 
the conductor registered rhe 
emotional effect of every 
change of tempo as the intensi¬ 
ty increased .and as the elegy 
was restored at the end. 

If CBSO supporters, hear¬ 
ing the Vienna Philharmonic 
in Birmingham for the first 
time in 62 years, felt just a little 
envious of their counterparts 
in the Musikverein. they 
might have found some conso¬ 
lation in the Symphonic 
fantastique. 

It is rrue that the applause 
was both enthusiastic and 
prolonged and that, one clari¬ 
net misfortune apart, they had 
heard some remarkably dis¬ 
tinguished orchestral playing. 
But, even with Simon Rartle to 
fire them, this orchestra was 
from the start too respectable 
to reflect Berlioz's delirium. It 
was particularly noticeable in 
the March to the Scaffold, 
where the upper brass frus- 


rratingly lacked the extrovert 
brashness of French (or even 
British) trumpets and comets. 
But when there is such exqui¬ 
site phrasing as we heard 
from the violins in the ball 
scene, and such lovely pasto¬ 
ral colouring as we heard 
from the cor anglais in the 
following movement, vulgar¬ 
ity is just inconceivable. 

Gerald Larner 


life of 
Riley 

ON PAPER it was one of soul 
musics more attractive colour 
schemes of the tear, and it 
looked good on display mo. 
Not to mention timely: 
Blacks!reefs arrival in Ken¬ 
sington Gore came 24 hours 
after rheir single. Don't Leave 
\lc. had entered the British 
chans at Non. a new personal 
best for the R&B contenders. 

Brownstone. in the warm¬ 
up role, were breaking them¬ 
selves back in. The Los 
Angeles vocal Trio, signed to 
Michael Jackson’s MJJ label, 
had substantial and immedi¬ 
ate success with their polished 
debut single If You Love Me 
two years ago. After a per son¬ 
nel change, these lntterdav 
Supreme* return to the front 
line nexi month with their 
second album, previewed by 
the single 5 Miles lo Empt}'. 

Their performance was both 
vocally and visually 
curvacous, but an unneces¬ 
sary reliance on backing 
tapes, intended ro bolster their 

POP 

Blackstreef 
Albert Hall 


live sound, only succeeded in 
removing a dimension from it. 

In the four months since 
Teddy Riley's Blacksrreet were 
last in the" country on a hit- 
and-miss tour with Snoop 
Doggy Dogg and SWV, their 
slock has risen to new and 
deserved peaks — not only 
with this week’s lofty' foothold 
| in our own Top Ten. but also 
in America, where their sec- 
I ond album Another Lewi has 
now sold three million copies. 

Riley has long been one of 
black music’s most esteemed 
and pursued producers, but 
since he rook a raincheck on 
I his ouLside commissions the 
focus of his main group has 
sharpened and their fortunes 
have soared. Here, their invig¬ 
orating. influential 1996 fut 
from theA/ior/ierLewl set. No 
Diggity. was rhe raucously 
received climax of another 
stirring show. 

What is so endearing about 
Riley is his insistence on die 
old-school values of soul. The 
group may still come over as 
heirs to the estate of those 
Motown titans, the Tempta¬ 
tions. But the sound of their 
fourway vocal interplay and 
their learned production val-. 
ues are utterly contemporary. 

Tlie difference between 
them and their copycats is in 
the Riley ruling that using 
samples is all very well — but 
use them to embellish a sons, 
not to hide the lack of one. 
Influences, too, should be as 
broad as possible. For exam¬ 
ple. how many uther street 
soul groups would consider 
adding a tap dance interlude, 
or trying a complete urban 
makeover of the Beatles' Can't 
Buy Me Love? 

Paul Sexton 


en 

o 


‘Jonathan Killer's 
brilliant new Travtata* 

Gtr*i«e» 


May 8 114 ] 20 
23|2<? (30 
June 12|l4|l8 
20 123 al 7.30pm 
May 17 al 6.30pm 
Tickets horn £6.50 

Box Office 
0171 632 8300 


A tale of several cities 




WITH the continued indispo¬ 
sition of Mariss Jansons. the 
St Petersburg connection for 
the final concert in the LPO’s 
Great Cities of ihe World 
series seemed more tenuous 
than ever. Jukka-Pekko 
Sarasie was to have taken 
over, but haring succumbed to 
illness himself, Sarasie was 
replaced at short norice by 
Petr Alrrichier. the principal 
conducior designate of the 
Royal Liverpool Philharmon¬ 
ic. St Petersburg or no. the 
programme remained as ad¬ 
vertised. 

Opening the concert was 
Ravel's Ropsodio Espngunfe, 
in a suitably dusky account 
that captured the languorous 
Iberian atmosphere. For the 
same composer's Piano Con¬ 
certo in D for the Left Hand, a 
quite different mood was, 


LPO/AJlrichfer 

Festival Hall 


srruck: a world of bright, 
glittering, sometimes brash 
colour, in which orchestral 
sonorities were strongly 
characterised and highly 
spotlit. 

Mikhail Rudy was in extro¬ 
vert. heroic mode, effortlessly 
dominating the texture despite 
his voluntarily imposed 
handicap. 

If Allrichrer’s personality 
was already stamped on these 
two performances, ic was in 
the music from Prokofiev's 
ballet Romeo and Juliet (three 
numbers from the composer's 
first suite, six from the second) 
dial he really came intu 
his own, 


The striding dance steps of 
the Montagues and Capulets 
in the opening movement 
contrasted strongly with the 
tender music for Juliet, the 
latter’s expressiveness 
emphasised by the swaying, 
crouching presence on the 
podium. 

There were appropriate 
slabbing and thrusting mo¬ 
rions. tcio. in the fight music 
later on. with a violent depict 
non of rhe Death of Tybalt. 
Incisive brass and timpani 
added their contribution to a 
stirring account ol Romeo at 
Juliet's Tomb. while the 
strings were equally impres¬ 
sive in such movements as the 
Dance, with its neat dove¬ 
tailing throughout the texture. 

Barry 
. Millington 
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Afore the frumious bandersnatch 


l i- j 


T here are forgotten areas, 
and secret histories, within 
the literature of this coun¬ 
try. The music-hall songs 
of the late 19th century are as 
interesting as the poetry of Lionel 
Johnson or Ernest Dowson. for 
example, but they are not to be 
found in any critical survey of the 
period. Now Noel Malcolm has 
discovered another unfortunate 
omission; in rhis most original 
study, he has discovered the first 
stirrings of English nonsense. Ev¬ 
eryone" knows about Lear's 
Jumbiies and Carroll’s Jabber- 
wocky. bur who now remembers the 
inspired persiflage of the "water 
poet’. John Taylor, who in the early 
17th century cmild out-Shakevpea re 
Shakespeare with such inspiring 
lines as "From out the heels of 
squeamish magnitude" and "Then 
smooth thy brow with milk-white 
discontent”? 

It is magnificent, but is it poetry’? 
Mr Malcolm makes a persuasive 
case on its behalf, and reveals its 
pan within a highly respectable 
literary tradition. But although its 
original may lie in German 
macaronics or Rabelaisian neolo¬ 
gisms. English nonsense has a life 
and spirit'of its own. ft was one 
aspecr of that great explosion of 


Peter Ackroyd celebrates the nonsensical predecessors of Carroll and Lear 


language which marked the late 
16th and early 17th centuries; it 
gilded Lyly and undid Donne with 
conceits both quizzical and meta¬ 
physical. Malcolm’s book provides 
an anthology of the best, with lines 
such as "Oh that my Lungs could 
bleat like butter’d pease" or 
“Mount meekly low, on blew 
presumptuous wings". 

A case could in fad be made for 
nonsense as an intrinsic part of the 
English genius. Jr is related to rhar 
heterogeneity within a literature 
where matters oratorical, poetical 
and farcical can all be fastened 
together. It might be noted here 
that Nicholas Pevsner considered 
"babooneries", those irruptions of 
farce and vulgarity into sacred 
texts, to be a specifically English 
invention. 

It is the humour found in the 
mode disputations of the 16th- 
century Inns of Court, as Malcolm 
suggests, and it is also the humour 
to be found in More’s Utopia. But it 
is also die mainspring of theatrical 
farce, and represents the spirit of 
the London streets, when even in 
recent memory children could be 
heard chanting “Sam Sam. dirty 


THE ORIGINS 
OF ENGLISH 
NONSENSE 
By Nod Malcolm 

HarperCollins. £18 
. ISBN 00025SS270 


old man. washed his face in 3 
frying pan." It is die comedy of 
medley and drollery, which has no 
proper written history. 

That is why the writers covered 
in this meticulous volume are now 
quite unknown to name and fame. 
All that does not aspire to “high" 
art fends to disappear from view, 
even though the more popular or 
“low” material may contain the 
most vital forces within the culture. 
Indeed, Malcolm tentatively sug¬ 
gests that the serious, or at least 
established, poets of the 17th centu¬ 
ry learnt something from the 
“water poet” and his colleagues. 
This movement from "low" to 
“high" is another very interesting 
feature of English culture — the 
stage lighting of London's theatres 
certainly affected Turner's painr- 



Fool’s paradise of nonsense verse 

ings. for example — but, again, it 
has yefto be thoroughly investigat¬ 
ed. 

Yet nonsense can also be plain 
fun, and the verses which Malcolm 
celebrates were part of culture 
already replete with the mock love- 
songs. mock-recipes, mock-heroics 
and mock-encomia. In a formalised 


and ritualised society, such parodic 
inversions or diversions can be a 
source or endless pleasure. But why 
should nonsense be pursued for its 
own sake? It is a form of liberation 
From orthodoxy, of course: and 
although it is indeed part of a 
tradition, it still encouraged inven¬ 
tiveness of the most private kind. 
That is why its most vigorous 
exponent was a “water-man - , 
member or a “low" trade renowned 
for bad manners and filthy lan¬ 
guage while rowing their unfortu¬ 
nate passengers across the 
Thames. His success as a nonsense- 
poet may well be related to the 
wealth of dirty slang or sexuai 
demotic all around him. but funda¬ 
mentally it was just another way of 
being heard. 

It is also possible that the crudity 
of the Tlia/nes somehow infiltrates 
apparently harmless and sexless 
nonsense It would certainly be 
easy to create a lubricious subtext 
from such phrases as a “Glister to 
the Torrid Zones - or “Reach my 
fierce flye-flap" and Freud mishr 
have been surprising!} right in 
claiming thar “cosmic nonsense" 
was related to infantile sexuality. 


Throwing 
light on 
reading 

Roy Foster on making a nation 
with literature and language 


But Malcolm's impeccable scholar¬ 
ship does not allow him such 
speculations; he dismisses the no¬ 
tion of dreams, of folk-festivity or 
madness, as a source of nonsense. 
Instead he makes the very - interest¬ 
ing point that these writers were 
engaged “in a highly self-conscious 
stylistic game". This is certainly rhe 
context tn which we might place 
such later works as James Joy ce’s 
Finnegans Wake. 

It cannot be said that all non - 
sense verse is of a uniformly high 
standard. The lines of Taylor or 
“Anon" should be read sparingly 
and at short intervals. Otherwise 
the reader becomes dazed by incon¬ 
sequence and smothered in trifles. 
But. at its best, it is delightful. The 
parodies of Marlowe’s bombast 
and the ’ink-hom" terms of 17th 
century academics, for example, 
are very delicious. 

The Origins of English Nonsense 
is a work of some wit. and itself 
tends towards parody of more 
solemn studies. Malcolm's book 
has all the elaborate paraphenatia 
of scholarship, complete with 
learned footnotes and a lengthy 
bibliography designed to promote 
the cause of nonsense. This book is 
as rare. then, as hedgehog’s feath¬ 
ers or baskets of water. 

SIMON MARSOEN 


S eamus Deane’s novel 
Reading in the Dark — 
luminous, elliptical, 
ivirh an ingeniously episodic 
nurruti\e — introduced him to 
a wide readership: his new 
book, based on his 1996 Clar¬ 
endon lectures at Oxford, 
epitomises the kind of work by 
which he was previously 
known. Proba¬ 
bly the most in- - 

fluential Irish STRi 

literary critic of COll 

his generation. Moder 

he has brought Natior 

a ferociously , ■ . , 

engaged atten- *!• 

lion to bear on iiriD 

Irish literary By Sean 

history: besides Clarcn 

a series of liter- ISBN o 
ary-historical - •= ~ 
studies, there is 
the massive Field Day Anthol¬ 
ogy of Irish Writing, produced 
under his editorship and in¬ 
cluding some of his most 
incisive grapplings yet with 
Irish literature and what 
makes it — or makes it up. 
Strange Counfty might be 
seen as a continuation of this 
dialogue, and a commentary 
on the state oF Irish literary- 
historical criticism. 

The subject of Irish litera¬ 
ture in English from the late 
ISth century might be made 
for Deane's kind of intelli¬ 
gence — tightly knotted, dense, 
ingenious. It requires facing 
up to a tangled inheritance, 
where narrative inventiveness 
is employed to negotiate colo¬ 
nial and linguistic intersec¬ 
tions and certain mannerisms 
and assumptions recur again 
and again, often in concealed 


STRANGE 
COUNTRY 
Modernity and 
Nationhood in 
Irish Writing 
since 1790 
By Seamus Deane 

Clarendon. £25 
ISBN 019818337 2 


forms. The themes which pre¬ 
occupy Strange Country in¬ 
dude unreality, alterity, stasis, 
invention and reinvention; the 
mechanisms include exagger¬ 
ation. tvpification and resolu¬ 
tion by means of collusive 
cliche. Others have visited this 
territory before (notably Dec¬ 
lan Kiberd. David Lloyd. W. J. 

McCormack); 

- Deane’s contri- 

slGE bution is to 

TRY choose unex- 

ty and P™ 1 e * em ‘ 

plant and to 

°99 m weave his 

themes back 
and forth 
s Deane across the four 

>n. £25 long chapters. 

9 I8J&2 He begins 

- — — with Edmund 

Burke (on 
whom he has always written 
brilliantly), interpreting his 
Reflections as part of the new 
genre of travel writing: this 
constructs the image of Ire¬ 
land as a "strange country" at 
war with modernity and in 
need of the imposed interpre¬ 
tations of “civil" literature; the 
theme is pursued through the 
idea of "national character" as 
epitomised in the work of 
certain Irish writers (Maria 
Edgeworth) and by the lives of 
others (the poete maud it 
James Clarence Mangan). The 
translations of James Hardi- 
man in Irish Minstrelsy are 
similarly employed, as is the 
fiction of Bram Stoker (a 
writer who, like Elizabeth 
Bowen, has been seen more 
and more clearly as writing in 
— or against — an Irish 
tradition/. Irish Gothic is 
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broadened our from the belea¬ 
guered Protestant Big House 
into a distinctively Irish-Cath¬ 
olic tradition, though Man- 
gan’s themes as described here 
(doom, criminality, dream-se¬ 
quences. father-figures, isolat¬ 
ing illness. Promethean 
ambitions and the refusal of 
conventional religious conso¬ 
lation) would equally apply to 
Mary Shelley or William 
Beckford. 

Unexpected conjunctions 
are posited with great verve: 
Standish O’Grady is played 
against John Mitchel (Carly- 
leans both, after all) and Man¬ 
gan against Tom Moore. 
Discussion of the idea (and 


ideology) of "national charac¬ 
ter - clears a logical if unex¬ 
pected path to Yeats, Synge 
and "Celticism". Ail nearly 
ends in Joyce, chough he too is 
treated to an illuminating 
conflation, with Flann O’Bri¬ 
en. "The vocation of 'non 
serviam’ of Stephen Dedalus 
had been replaced by the 
obedient functionary’s job in 
the Civil Service. The fake 
nation, with its inflated rheto¬ 
ric of origin and authenticity, 
had given way to the fake 
slate, with its deflated rhetoric 
of bureaucratic dinginess. In 
the passage from the fantasy 
of one to the realism of the 
other, the entity called Ireland 


had somehow failed to 
appear." 

The strength of the treat¬ 
ment lies in its historicising 
bent and the developing 
theme of the failure of the 
Union between Britain and 
Ireland — crystallised For 
Deane not so much by the rise 
of Pamellite nationalism as by 
the catastrophe of the Famine. 

I n this he follows Parnell's 
predecessor Isaac Butt 
and he makes good use of 
Burt's reflection that Irish 
matters such as land tenure 
would never be understood by 
the English as long as they 
used irrelevant English terms 


for different Irish real fries. 

Deane ends with a consider¬ 
ation of the language of histo¬ 
rians — specifically those of a 
soi-disant “revisionist" bent in 
the 1960s. tike T.W. Moody 
and F. S. L Lyons who. he 
believes, in considering them¬ 
selves practitioners of an “im¬ 
partial” art implicated 
themselves in the very process 
which they thought they were 
analysing. But the point is, 
surely, that this was a genera¬ 
tion ago. The idea that to 
“revise" Irish history was to be 
ipso facto anti-nationalist no 
longer seems relevant; Irish 
historians are building liter¬ 
ary and cultural analysis into 


their work, while Irish literary 
critics are using historical 
insights to extend their disci¬ 
pline beyond the canonical 
confines prescribed in some 
other jurisdictions. The space 
between the disciplines is at¬ 
tracting new work which tran¬ 
scends the old restrictive 
polarities and the hoary polit¬ 
ical assumptions enshrined 
within them. The demanding 
subtleties of these lectures 
provide, in fact both a case in 
point and an encouraging 
augury for the future. 

Roy Foster's W. B. Yeats: A 
Life, Volume I, is published bv 
OUP. priced £25. 


The Scylla of No, the Charybdis of Yes 


W ere I a man writing 
this review, I would 
probably start with 
some sexual anecdotes of my 
own. comparing my adoles¬ 
cent experiences with those of 
Naomi Wolf, a woman of 
almost exactly my age. That I 
have chosen not to do so 
illustrates precisely the point 
that Wolf is making. That she 
has chosen to do so marks her 
out as a woman of great 
courage. 

As Wolf points out, "Women 
can still be ‘ruined’ by having 
a sexual past to speak of. 
Women learn — still — that 
any sexual ‘past’ can be read 
as ’promiscuity’, and that the 
taint of 'promiscuity’ can lead 
to social or professional cen¬ 
sure." Even in fiction, novels of 
male sexual awakening a- 
bound — the initiation into 
adulthood is seen as a an 
experience critical to defining 
the male identity. Yet the 
female equivalent is rare, and 
the pleasure and eroticism of 
teenage girls' sexual discovery 
tend to be skated over. 

The prevailing fantasy is 
that, while men have a sexual 
“past", women have none. 
Women can talk to each other 
about their sexual experiences 
but not to the wider world. 
■Wolf, in Promiscuities, smash¬ 
es that taboo, both directly by 
writing about herself, and 
indirectly by relaying the con¬ 
fidences of her pseudonymous 
friends. <• 
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The result makes fascinat¬ 
ing reading, especially for a 
woman of my generation. So 
much is recognisable: the fear, 
tfie excitement, the anxieties, 
the unspoken rules. What 
mosr shines out from these 
pages is how much harder it 
was then to be an adolescent 
girl than a boy, even for Wolf 
in Haighr-Ashbury, in San 
Francisco, in the 1970s •— 
possibly the most sexually 
liberated time and place in die 
modem Western world. 

The contradictions faring 
Wolf — and other girls of our 
age—were manifold. Advised 
to "let it all hang our, we 

risked being regarded as a 
“slut" if we did so. a label that 
could not be shaken off. And 
Ae tines between acceptability 



Naomi Wolf: reveals her past, illuminates the present 


and sluthood were simulta¬ 
neously undefined and ruin- 
ingly punishing if crossed. A 
girlfriend of mine recalls 
going to American summer 
camp and being labelled “frig¬ 
id" and a “lesbian" because 
she did nor like the teenage 
dances. Say no to a boy and 
you must be gay; say yes and 
you area slut. Indeed the same 
boy who accuses you of frigid¬ 
ity until you finally give in to 
his entreaties may well turn 
round and call you a slut the 
next morning. 

Thankfully, life improves 
for women its they mature. 
And maybe teenage girls lo- 
day are feisrier than we were 


and less constrained by rules 
largely drawn up by boys. But 
the sadness about the experi¬ 
ences of Wolf and her friends 
is that theirs was the only 
female generation in at least a 
hundred years that could en¬ 
joy sex free of physiological 
danger. Aids has slammed 
shut the window that opened 
oh, so briefly then. 

The cover of Wolfs book will 
probably be seen as anathema 
by fellow feminists. An erotic 
picture of a naked female 

body, it will doubtless encour¬ 
age many men to look inside 
for titillaiion. But they will 
discover more about female 
sexuality intfhe process than 


they ever will by reading 
Playboy. 

Yet it is the very purism of 
some feminists that has helped 
men to vilify them as man- 
haters. Who’s Afraid of Femi¬ 
nism? is a collection of essays 
that explores the nature of the 
backlash. It is a shame that 
much is written in almost 
incomprehensible jargon, for 
tiie idea is worth exploring. 

Some women have joined 
the backlash, often encour¬ 
aged by male editors who get a 
kick out of reading the journal¬ 
istic equivalent of female 
mudwrestling. But most of 
feminism’s enemies are men. 
What none of the writers in 
this book really acknowledges 
is that it is a measure of 
feminism's achievement that 
men are fighting back. 

Workplaces are generally 
competitive arenas, where one 
woman’s success can mean 
another man's disappoint¬ 
ment. Who can be surprised 
that, as women start to gain 
what men have always as¬ 
sumed to be their birthright, 
anger will mount? We have 
not yet conquered the career 
citadels, but L have no doubt 
that, as we begin to do so, the 
backlash will become more 
ferocious. As long as we 
recognise their reaction for 
what it is. and da not allow 
them to make us fed guilty, 
ugly, selfish or monstrous, we 
shall have conquered a psy¬ 
chological dtadeljof our own. 




White: uncompromising 

Love, 

death 

and 

longing 

LIKE Jean Genet in Our Lady 
of the Flowers. Edmund White 
begins his ambitious autobio¬ 
graphical novel with the sub¬ 
ject of death. A particular 
death, that of his lover, Brice, 
from Aids. Concluding a tril¬ 
ogy of novels that began with 
A Boy’s Own Story and contin¬ 
ued with The Beautiful Room 
is Empty. White’s most recenr 
venture into fiction both cele¬ 
brates and elegises the last 
three decades of gay life. 

In his characteristically 
clear, unsparing prose style, 
he narrates a candid account 
of sexual profligacy. White's 
early fictional style was. by his 
own admission, baroque. 
Over the years, however, he 
has modified the richness of 
his language and re-tuned his 
voice into a more popular, 
publicly accountable mode of 
expression. The novel enacts a 
similar process of modifica¬ 
tion: the protagonist, a writer 
struggling to survive and gain 
recognition, is forced in mid- 

Jeremy Reed 

THE FAREWELL 
SYMPHONY 

By Edmund White 
Chano S Windus, £16.99 
ISBN 0 701136219 


die age to abandon the sexual 
hedonism of his youth for a 
more austere and cautious life 
at that point when survival 
and identity become more 
literally imperilled. 

Always a writer of profound 
psychological acuity. White 
takes on the grand themes of 
love and death with coura¬ 
geous mastery. The discovery 
of gay love in the narrator's 
transitional passage from 
youth to experience is inextri¬ 
cable in the novel from his 
responsiveness to a sister’s 
love. His emotional capacities 
are further rested by witness¬ 
ing his sibling's mental suffer¬ 
ing and by experiencing the 
loss of his parents. The life- 
experience recounted is rich 
and unusual; for instance, in 
adopting his sister's teenage 
son and undertaking a spell as 
a surrogate parent, the protag¬ 
onist is forced to face up to a 
wry but painful social truth: “I 
often said tliat I wasn’t rich 
enough to be heterosexual and 
that children were beyond my 
means. Now I feared I’d 
become so burdened with 
expanse that I’d never write 
again." 

HOW do committed writers 
live? The public see only the 
product, not the struggle thar 
goes into creating it. Much of 
the tension in Farewell Sym¬ 
phony derives from the mov¬ 
ing portrayal of a writer’s 
attempts to sustain his forma¬ 
tive art despite a lack of means 
and the vulnerability entailed 
by his calling. 

That writing can redeem a 
life is very much the message 
of the book. Although it begins 
with the joyful encounter of 
experience in New York and 
Rome and ends with die writer 
tiring in Paris and mourning 
a generation liquidated by 
Aids, a spirit of affirmation 
and survival persists to the 
last. Faced with the break¬ 
down of his youthful world, 
the narrator reflects how 
“these secret meetings — un¬ 
predictable. subversive — of 
reader and writer were all I 
lived for." 

The Farewell Symphony is a 
monumental achievement of 
one man’s celebration not only 
of his own sexuality but of an 
epoch's struggle to achieve a 
new gay aesthetic. The book 
gives voice to a life of uncom¬ 
promising individuation and 
reaches a depth of compas¬ 
sionate tolerance rare in any 
writer. 

Jeremy Reed’s Dorian will 
be published next month bv 
Peter Owen. 
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Raymond Seitz lassos two books on America’s favourite shoot-’em-up actor and finds his mystique elusive a s a runaway steer 

Celluloid 


stills of a 


nation on 


the wane 


' ou earn judge a book by its 
This is especially 
oks have 


Y cover. 

true when two bool_ 

essentially the same cover, 
as these two do. 

There, on both jackets, is the 
classic Red River photograph of 
John Wayne in boots, buckskin and 
bandana. He’s standing tall and 
easy, peering into the expansive 
distance from beneath the slouchy 
rim of his cowboy hat. A holster is 
strapped to his side and a Winches¬ 
ter dangles from his right hand. 
Wayne is big and 

confident. His - 

right foot is plant¬ 


ed forward and 
his left hip is 
shunted out¬ 
wards. He is 
alone, tough and 
ready. He is. as 
Wills writes, 
“slumbrous pow¬ 
er". or as Coyne 
writes, “benevo¬ 
lent power". What 
a guy! 

Garry Wills 
makes much of 
this famous cow- 


JOHN WAYNE 
The Politics of Celebrity 
By Garry Wills 
Fuber. £20 
ISBN057119176 J 

THE CROWDED 
PRAIRIE 

American National 
Identity in the 
Hollywood Western 
By Michael Coyne 

IB Taunt. Z3S 
ISBN 1860O4 OJO 0 


poke pose. It is, he says, the classic 
contrapposto of Michaelangelo’s 
and Donatello’s Davids , but this 
time wrought in flesh and dressed 
up in blue jeans. Wayne is. he says. 
“Manifest Destiny on the hoof’. 

Michael Coyne eschews Floren¬ 
tines. though he accepts there are 
universalis! reflections of Ulysses 
and Lancelot in Wayne's western 
persona. But as the apotheosis of 
the Hollywood cowboy. Coyne 
suggests. Wayne is his own man — 
or his own myth. 


According to Wills, Wayne was 
also a phoney. He haled horses. He 
had to think twice before saying 
"ainl". When many of his Holly¬ 
wood pals went off lo the Second 
World War. Wayne avoided ser¬ 
vice. To compensate, the superstar 
became the superpatnot of the 
postwar American screen, defend¬ 
ing the walls of the Alamo and 
riding to the rescue of the imper¬ 
iled. In the real Hollywood of the 
1950s. he aboned the McCarthyite 
witch hums and later joined the 
hyper-con serva- 
live John Birch 
Society. Wills 
stops just short of 
declaring Wayne 
dragged America 
into the Vietnam 
War. 

Despite this 
personal history', 
as rendered by 
Wills, John 
Wayne today — 
long after his 
death — remains 
America's most 
popular, all-time 
movie idol. His 



films, the author explains, embod¬ 
ied the mythology of the grand 
American West, and while the 
world around him may have 
shifted io the point of disorienta¬ 
tion. John Wayne continued to 
represent his solid, reassuring poli¬ 
tics of gender (masculinity), race 
(white), ideology (patriotism) and 
character (self-reliance). Seeming 
both invincible and vulnerable. 
Wayne appeared to be the unwa¬ 
vering expression of American 
society's contradictions. 


Wills arrives ar this conclusion 
through a forensic analysis of 
Wayne’s prodigious work, especial¬ 
ly rhe 13 collaborations with John 
Ford. He offers detailed synopses of 
numerous story lines and assigns 
psycho-sociological significance to 
almost every gesture and grimace. 
He sketches diagrams of the alter¬ 
nating seating plans in Stagecoach 
to find sublie meaning in this 
seminal film. Alas. Wills’s aim to 
capture the mystique of John 
Wayne gets lost on his cutting room 
floor. 

Michael Coyne’s exposition of the 
American western is neither as 
pedantic as Wills nor as provoca¬ 
tive. His is a straightforward 
survey of the rise and decline of this 
Hollywood genre as it reflected 


America's innocent enchantment 
and then wholesale disillusionment 
with its own identity. He agrees 
that Stagecoach (1939) was the 
pivotal film that elevated western 
movies above the Grade B league of 
children's matinees and the first to 
explore adult themes with originali¬ 
ty and intelligence. As a parable of 
the outlaw-hero. Stagecoach was 
the progenitor of all the drama and 
cliches which followed in the gold¬ 
en age of westerns. 

Over the next 30 years or so. the 
western was a mirror of America's 
political and social gyrations. In the 
postwar Forties, movies such as 
Red River idealized frontier notions 
of freedom, individuality, mobility, 
community and American 
exceprionalism. In the Cold War 


Fifties, the hero turned loner, 
alienated from a conformist and 
often cowering society—Shane, for 
example, or High Moon. 

Vietnam initially romanticized 
the square-jaw defence of the 
downtrodden |The Magnificent 
Seven) or the outnumbered (The 
Alamo). But as the real costs and 
horror mounted, the movies told of 
frustration and self-doubt (Major 
Dundee). In fact the brutal, failed 
war abroad, plus the mayhem of 
political assassinations and urban 
riots at home, brought America 
face to face with the hollowness of 
its own ideals. Coyne writes. Inev¬ 
itably, the once-pure western de¬ 
generated into a glamourised 
cataclysm of violence and nihilism 
[The Wild Bunch). Eventually the 


genre had nowhere else to go. 

In 1074. Pauline tael, writing in 
The Nctv Yorker, declared “the 
western is dead". Coyne agrees, 
stating simply that whatever fol¬ 
lowed was elegiac {The Shootist) or 
comic-book (Clint Eastwood's spa¬ 
ghetti westerns). 

Both these books deserve space 
on the shelves of true movie buffs. 
They are insightful. But each is 
limited. Wills performs a cinemato¬ 
graphic virtuoso, but he is la¬ 
boured. choppy and self-indulgent. 
Coyne’s book is formulaic, and 
though he is more faithful to the 
western saga, both real and imag¬ 
ined, his conclusions are prosaic. 
The American identity is far more 
complex and fluid than either 
suggests. 


Truth and other contingencies 


Michael Gove 


is haunted 


by histories 
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not to be 


J ournalism is nor only the first 
draft of history, it has become 
increasingly a form of income 
support for professional histori¬ 
ans. The trend, intended to illumi¬ 
nate, tends to distort- This book, 
although edited by one of the most 
fecund academic amphibians, the 
don and polemicist Niall Fergu¬ 
son, provides an effective antidote 
to the greatest problem with 800- 
word lustary, the danger of deter¬ 
minism. It does so in a manner 
every bit as fluent and a good deal 
more entertaining than much 
journalism and most academic 
history. 

Newspaper editors, anxious to 
provide readers with an authorita¬ 
tive explanation of complex con¬ 
temporary events, have been 
disposed to lure historians who 
try to show how the conflicts of 
today are reflections of the past In 
analysis the mirror is preferred to 
the microscope and the war in 
Yugoslavia, for example, is ex¬ 
plained through the looking-glass 
of Balkan history. The successful 
colonisation of columns by histori¬ 
ans has seen the original occu¬ 
pants of newspaper space take on 
the habits of die new settlers. No 
election opinion poll commentary 
now seems complete without ref¬ 
erences to historical patterns and 
parallels. . 

Although tile reader is much 
better-informed, he is often none 
the wiser. Instant historytooofren 
sees today’s actors repeating pat¬ 
terns laid down for them by their 
predecessors. The people of 
Northern Ireland. Bosnia or 
Rwanda become “victims" of hist¬ 
ory. Voters at this election,are 
doing as their parents did in 1964 
or their grear-grandparen^m 
1906. Once a pattern ts estabusneo 
to explain the past, n is assumed 



But could it? It Happened Here (1963) shows the imagined German occupation of England 


VIRTUAL HISTORY 
Alternatives and 
Court terfactuals 
Edited by Niall Ferguson 

Picador. £30 
(SBN0330S5I32X 


that template will govern human 
action in the future. The great 
virtue of Virtual History is that it 
puts a lorryload of dynamite 
under the defenninists. 

The book shows, from the 
English Civil War to the collapse 
of Communism, rhat no outcome 
was preordained. It may now 
appear that the only surprise 
about die collapse of Communism 
is that it did not come sooner, even 
though as late as the Sixties 
Harold Wilson feared the virtues 
of planning would see the Soviets 
overtake the West. But. economi¬ 
cally inefficient and politically 
bankrupt as it was. the Soviet 
Union might still have been with 
us. Mark Almond's rightly argued 
essay makes a powerful case for a 


chain of unrelated events working 
on an individual’s position. 
Mikhail Gorbachev, and bringing 
about the end of the Soviet system. 

Diane Kunz shows how ab¬ 
sence. not presence, can work to 
the good by imagining a world 
where John F. Kennedy survived. 
At the end of the essay one wants 
to pin the Congressional Medal of 
Honour on Lee Harvey Oswald. 
By showing how the deeply 
flawed JFK would, most likely, nor 
have withdrawn early from Viet¬ 
nam nor built the Great Society, 
she simultaneously shores up LBJ 
and demolishes Oliver Stone. It is 
a satisfying mixture. 

If Diane Kunz is unsettling for 
Americans. Andrew Roberts is 
reassuring for Britons. His essay 
exploring alternative British ap¬ 
proaches to Hiller succeeds both 
in showing how unlikely any 
policy but considered appease¬ 
ment was in the Thirties, and also, 
once the war started, how unlikely 
was anything other than uutrighr 
resistance. The thought of a 
Britain supine and collaborating 
after conquest haunts the imagi¬ 


nation s'tiU and the examples of 
France and the Channel Islands 
are reproofs to complacency. Rob¬ 
erts is. however, typically forceful 
and persuasive in asserting Brit¬ 
ish exceprionalism, showing how 
the pattern of conquest on the 
continent would be disrupted 
here. Where Kunz and Almond 
depict individuals overturning 
history's assumptions, Roberts's 
hero is the British nation. 

Almond. Kunz, Roberts and 
several of the oilier contributors, 
including Ferguson, are all broad¬ 
ly conservative and many of their 
essays are congenial reading for 
conservatives. Not much is these 
days. But the most satisfying!}- 
Tory aspect of the book is neither 
its romanticism nor the reassur¬ 
ing affirmation of certain out¬ 
comes, but the persistent 
emphasis on the contingent and 
circumstantial. The writers’ 
household gods are Burke and 
Oakeshon. In that respect their 
work undercuts the deierminist 
drive of historical journalese 
while satisfying rhe appetite such 
writing arouses. 


Nonconformist in 
all he does 


A propos my own recent inves¬ 
tigation of the poet R.S. 
Thomas. Raul Ferris made a 
telling comment in The Spectator. 
The “critical respect" I extended 
towards Welsh cultural national¬ 
ism, Mr Ferris wrote; ought to 
make me Friends in Wales, “though 
probably it won’t". By and large his 
prognostication has proved correct. 
The Welsh intelligensia is so addict¬ 
ed to savouring its w'ounds that any 
balm proffered by an outsider is 
added anathema. 

The wounds to Wales have come 
from the inside as well as outside. 
The country may haw been 
trounced by the beastly English, 
but in Nonconformity the Welsh 
embraced an ideology that has 
scarred their character. Predictably 
the literature has been strongly 
affected. Even the best known 
escapees from Wales. Caradoe 
Evans and Dylan Thomas, traded 
on furnishing metropolitan reader¬ 
ships with caricatures of their own 
kind; those loyal to their nation are 
too often unable to cast their nets 
sufficiently wide to cause more 
than a ripple on the larger lake. 

In all this R. S. Thomas is and 
isn’t the exception. He is a com¬ 
manding poet precisely because he 
has given universal expression to 
minority consciousness. Yet in two 
respects, at least. Thomas as Welsh 
patriot is atypical. He did not 
acquire the Welsh language until 
he was 30; nor is he Nonconform¬ 
ist. For 40 years he served as a 
priest in the Anglican church. Yet it 
is often hard not to behold in him 
the quintessential Welshman. 

Autobiogniphies brings together 
two short texts that Iiave been 
translated before, and two longer 
ones that have not: Former Paths 
and The Creative Writer’s Suicide ; 
and Neb rNo-one") and Blwyddyn 
yn Uyn (“A Year in Llyn"). That the 
latter pair, which easily constitute 
Thomas's most ambitious prose 
works, should now be made more 
widely accessible is worthy of 
celebration, apart from the pellucid 
excellence of Jason Walford Da¬ 
vies’s translation. 

Neb is a deliberate essay in 


Justin Wlntie 


AUTOBIOGRAPHIES 
By R. S. Thomas 
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autobiography. It recounts the po- 
vkward chi 


et’s awkward childhood in Holy- 
head. his difficult years at college 
and at theological college, his 
several rural ministries, and the 
obsessions of his retirement. Read¬ 
ers of his poetry will recognise his 
yearning to conflate those things 
that most matter to him: Wales, the 
Welsh language, nature and God. 
“The winter would roll away to give 
way to the spring." runs a typical 
trope, "just as the stone was moved 
from the tomb to allow the risen 
Christ to appear." Bui there is a 
stiffness in the joints. In Neb, 
writing about, himself in the third 
person, he remains ill-adjusted; 
and curiously, it is in the less- 
known Blwyddyn yn Lfyn, cast in 
the form of a naturalist's'diary, that 
the elements harmonise. There at 
last the Cymric ayatollah half¬ 
drops his mask, and shows us the 
quieter, but also pleasingly mis¬ 
chievous ghost within. 


Justin Wtnile's Furious Interiors: 

R. S. Thomas. God and Wales is 
published by HarperCollins ai £30. 
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WHAT do D.H. 

Paul Theroux have in 
"You have to have aw**®* 
vicious in you to b* 
writer," the former wTOte. gXl 
save me from being oks- 
Theroux is well-possessed 
something. He has rath . 
the market in memorabfy ^ou 5 - 
or at least highly unpleasant, 
characters: think of 
Mosquito Coast or the egjw 
hero of Millmy the Magawn. 

Think, too, of the choked squeaJs o 
distress - entitled not least hy his 
brother Alexander — provokedby 

his fractured and fractious autobi 

ography". My Other Uto- 

UiKwIoon 

to another round of Theroux spe- 


Waiting for Hong Kong Phooey 


Erica Wagner 


KOWLOON TONG 
By Paul Theroux 

Hamish Hamilton. £16.99 

.Aril P .1 Tit 1 2 


ISBN 0241 I.5W3 


cials. This latest novel, set just 
before the handover of Hong Kong 
rthe Chinese Take-away") presents 
us with Neville “Bunt" Mullard 
and his mother. Bern-, who preside 
over their garment factory. Imper¬ 
ial Stitching, and hope to make a 


killing on fancy embroidery when 
all the Hong Kong clubs and 
societies have their Royal removed. 
Bunt and Betty live in a strange, 
almost prewar colonial rimewarp. 
their television a Bush, their toaster 
a Dualite, their radio a thoroughly 
British Roberts. Their house. Albi¬ 
on Cottage, is pervaded by a quite 
English damp, which “gave the 
interior rhe ripe cheesy odor of a 
mortuary". Betty knits egg-cosies 
and slrioshes her ill-fitting dentures 
in her mouth: balding Bum lies to 
Betty about his visits to prostitutes; 
both of tfy-m despise the “Chinky- 


Chonks". It is not hard ro imagine 
the same odour of damp und decay 
emanating from them both. 

The story of Kowloon Tong is one 
of Chinese encroachment The 
mysterious Mr Hung makes a 
generous offer to buy Imperial 
Stitching — an offer which, it soon 
becomes clear, is not to be refused. 
Bum's resistance is met by the 
“disappearing" of one of his factory 
girls. Ah-fu. It is this disappearance 
that reveals the emotional core of 
the novel: Ah-fus terrified flatmate 
is Mei-ping. Bunt's occasional lov¬ 
er. Bunt’s experience of love, if it 


can be so called, has been limited to 
febrile encounters with bar-girls. 
But somehow, Mei-ping is differ¬ 
ent: “he imagined himself wanting 
to hang around after sex and not go 
back to his mother". Theroux 
catches his weak desperation, his 
confused fondness, when Bunt, 
hoping to keep her out of Hung’s 
clutches, rings Imperial Stitching 
where she hides behind the screen 
of the answerphone. “May." he 
calls, trying to get her to come to the 
phone. He makes her name Eng¬ 
lish, the best compliment he can 

pay. 


If Bunt and Beny are unpleasant, 
the rest of the cast are even worse 
the devious Monty, broker of the 
deal; the vile Hung, whose white 
carper mysteriously disappears at 
the same time as Ah-fu. Is it clear, 
in this novel, that Theroux dislikes 
the Chinese? U is clear that 
Theroux doesn’t like anyone very 
much, bur that’s not a surprise, and 
in any case that's not the point. His 
eye is sharp, his language vivid — 
Hung pokes the burtons on his 
telephone "as though putting out its 
eyes" — and if he does not make 
you like Bunt, he makes you see 
him in all his fear and despair. 

■ Does this novel have a happy 
ending? You may guess that for 
yourself. 


Views 
to the 
kill 


HERE is a crisp new look at the 
battlefields of 1939-45, in the form 
of papers read in 1995 at a 
conference at Edinburgh Univer¬ 
sity. It tackled the perpetually 
interesting question, why do sol¬ 
diers fight? Several distinguished 
names in the military history field 
such as Keegan. Bond. Erickson, 
Strachan. Banov and Holmes took 


part. 

They established that much of 
the infantry fighting in Europe in 
these years was even more expen¬ 
sive in men than the slaughter¬ 
house of the Somme and 
Passchendaele during the Great 
War. Hew Strachan. in a conclud¬ 
ing chapter that ties memories of 
this cenwry's First and Second 
World Wars together, describes the 
conference as a pioneering one; its 
papers explain to a wider public 
where the cutting edge of current 
military historical scholarship lies. 

Two sections, Hamish Hender¬ 
son on SiciJy and Steve Weiss on 
Provence, give direct personal ac¬ 
counts of action — two combined 
operations, followed in one case by 
adventures with the local resis¬ 
tance; the other essays analyse, 
often from unexpected angles. 
Reina Pennington, for instance, 
records that nearly a million 
women fought in the Red Army’s 
from tine; one female sniper 


M. R. D. Foot 


TIME TO KILL 
Edited by Paul Addison and 
Angus Calder 
Pimlico. £14 
ISBN 0 7126 7576 8 


claimed over 300 victims. Angus 
Calder, contributing himself as an 
editor should, contrasts Evelyn 
Waugh’s account of the debacle in 
Crete with Dan Darin’s, which is 
able to take a New Zealander’s 
pride in the New Zealander’s 
achievements there. 

The African. Irish, Indian and 
Canadian shares in the fighting 
each get a chapter, and two 
German historians — Forster and 
Schulte—discuss the impact on the 
German fighting man of Nazi 
ideology. For 50 years the 
Wehrmacht’s old soldiers kept up 
the pretence that they had played 
no part in the atrocious conduct 
that marred the war on the eastern 
front a pretence now discarded. 
American attitudes to combat are 
discussed as well; Theodore 
A. Wilson deplores the Americans’ 
system of assigning the stupidest 
men to rhe infantry, while Reid 
Mitchell shows how well, neverthe¬ 
less. United States infantrymen 
adapted themselves to mid-century 
combat. 

Omer Bartov has some particu¬ 
larly suggestive notes on the differ¬ 
ing French and German pictures of 
the Great War. and the way those 
differences affected their armies, as 
well as iheir novelisTs. Martin 
S. Alexander examines the French 
catastrophe of 1940. showing That 
some units foughr well while others 
ran away: he inclines to blame the 
high command rather than the 
ordinary poilu. “French losses 
during the battle were higher, 
proportionately, titan those for a 
comparable period in the fighting 
at Verdun in 1916." 

Len Deighron, who was present, 
delighted in the conference, and 
remarks in a foreword that this “is 
the most stimulating collection of 
military history that I have yet 
encountered." His enthusiasm is 
well-founded. 













42 TRAVEL NEWS 


THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 24 199^ 

Bargains of the week — relax at a seaside villa in the sunshine of Corfu or cruise the St Lawrence River «. 


FUGHTS 


■ AB AIRLINES, a low-cost 
carrier, launches a nvice-daily 
Gatwick-Lisbon service on 
May I. Return fares from £119. 
Details: 0345 45474S. 

■ EASY.rET has boosted its 
Luton-Amsterdam schedule to 
five flighrs a day. One-way 
fares start at £35. Details: 
OI5S2 7/10053. 

■ THERE are only a few days 
left to sample Debonair's cut- 
price mid-week fares between 
Luton and Mdnchengladbach 
(near Dusseldorf), Munich. 
Copenhagen. Barcelona. Ma¬ 
drid and Rome. Book by April 
30 for one-way fares starring 
at £39. Derails: 0541 500300. 

■ MAJOR TRAVEL has a 
Caribbean seat sale. Return 
fares departing in the first half 
of May cost £290 to Barbados. 
£2S5 to Antigua and £339 to 
St Lucia. Details: 0I7M85 
7017. 

■ AIR Tickets Direct has a 
£]S0 Mamhesier-Madrid fare 
living K.LM via Amsterdam. 
Details: WHO 320321. 

■ TRAVEL BL'G has a spe¬ 
cial Air France ticket to New 
York, flying out business class 
— from London. Manchester. 
Birmingham Edinburgh and 
Southampton — and return¬ 
ing oil Concorde. Cost is 
££550. Details: 0tol-74U S<*JS. 


HOLIDAYS 


■ CRUISE the Nile for a 
week for L29Q a person, in¬ 
cluding full board, shore ex¬ 
cursions and a flight from 
Gaiwick to Luxor on Sunday, 
with Crusader Travel. Details: 
01S1-74-4 0474. 

■ BRUGES for ES7 a person 
over the early May bank 
holiday is available from 
Inn travel with a Dover-Calais 
crossing on May 3 and two 
nights'” B&JB. Details: 01653 
62SS62. 

■ BRONTE COUNTRY by 
coach from £139 a person is on 
offer from Motts Travel, start¬ 
ing from Buckinghamshire on 
May 2 and including three 
nights'full board accommoda¬ 
tion. Details: 01296 336666. 

■ SAVINGS of £150 a person 
are available on holidays to 
Taormina, on a mountain 
plateau in Sicily, from Citalia. 
with flights from Gatwick on 
May 3 and 10. Priced at £489 
with a week's half-board ac¬ 
commodation. Details: 01SI- 
uSd 5533. 

■ CORFU seaside villas and 
villas with pools are on offer in 
May from £236 a person in a 
party of four, including flights, 
from Something Special. De¬ 
tails: 01992 55223i. 

■ CALIFORNIA fly-drive 
holidays are available in Mav 


from £325 a person from Fun¬ 
way Holidays.-The price in¬ 
cludes non-stop flights from 
London, a week's ear rental 
and discount coupons. De¬ 
tails: 0ISM66 0222. 

■ TORONTO and Montreal, 
with four nights aboard a St 
Lawrence River cruiser in be¬ 
tween. feature in a week-long 
tour available from Ail Cana¬ 
da Travel and Holidays from 
£S22 a person. Flights on selec¬ 
ted dates from several UK air¬ 
ports. Details: 01502 585S25. 

■ LITHUANIA at discounts 
of up to E75 a person is 
available from Intra Travel, 
with three-night breaks now 
costing from E2SI, including 
return Heathrow-Viinius 
flights. Details: 0171-323 3305. 

■ THE GAMBIA Experi¬ 
ence is offering holidays to 
coincide with this year's 
Roots Festival from June 14 
to 21. Prices start from £289 
for a week and include 
Friday daytime flights. De¬ 
tails: 01703 730388. 

■ PAINTING holidays in 
France's Gers region for a 
week from May 3 are on offer 
from Gascony Secret and 
include full-board, indi¬ 
vidual tuition and return 
Portsmou rh-Caen ferry cros¬ 
sings. Price: £400 a. person. 
Details: 01284 827253. 





Long Bay Beach Resort Tortola, in the British Virgin 
Islands, is available from £845 aperson a week, includ¬ 
ing flights, from Caribtours. The Secret Adventure 
Company at the resort wQl arrange mountain walks, 
water sports and more. Details: 0171-581 3517. 


HOTELS 


■ HOLIDAY INN tins week 
launched ir s Weekender Pius 
short breaks programme, 
with offers a: 209 hotels ;n 136 
countries worldwide. Room 
rates start at £36 a night, 
rising to £134. Derails: 0500 
897121. 

■ WOODLANDS Park Ho¬ 
tel. at Cobham in Surrey. has 
a gardening weekend package 
available for both the May 
bank holidays. Price for two 
nights' accommodation and 
dinner and tea on one day is 
£147 a person and includes 
visits to local gardens. Details: 
01372 S43933." 

■ CHILDREN aged five and 
upwards can join in rite “Wee 
Wonder” golf programmes at 
Foxhills” Country Club. 
Ottershaw, in Surrey. Cost for 
adults (children under 12 stay 
free in rheir parents' roomy is 
£75 a person a night based on 
a minimum of two nights. 
Green fees and private lessons 
extra. Details: 01932 572050. 

■ NEW theatre menu at 
Brown's Hotel, in Mayfair. 
costs £22 a penon and car. be 
split pre- and post-riiearre. 
Details: 0i71-51S412L 

■ THE BREAKERS HOTEL, 
in Palm Beach, East Florida, 
has a summer package from 
May 27 including £ 125-worth 
of credit for sports activities 


Prices Mari at £50 a room a 
nishi for a minimum of two 
nights' stay. Details: 001 561 
055 66IL 

■ WEEKEND BREAKS of¬ 
fering tours of public and 
private gardens are available 
from six Hilton Hotels in rite 
UK and the south of France. 
.An alternative is needlecraft 
weekends, culminating in the 
"Cross-stitch Christmas’ 
break at the Swindon Hilton 
in November. Details: OSijO 
S56S002. 

■ A NEW free short breaks 
brochure from Thistle Hotels 
includes derails of holidays 
ranging from champagne 
breaks ro Scorrish skiing holi¬ 
days. Details: 0345 5S5707. 

■ B1R.MI NGH AM Grand 
Moat House is offering free 
entrance to Cad bun's World 
or the National Sealife Centre 
for guests staring on rite 
weekend of May 23-25. Price is 
£19-50 a person a night, based 
on a minimum of three nights. 
Details: 0500 123220. 

■ SUMMER packages at the 
Old Course Hotel at Sr An¬ 
drews stan from May 1 at £130 
a person a night, "based on 
double occupancy and includ¬ 
ing dinner and breakfast. 
Lunch in the newly-opened 
conservatory costs El? a per¬ 
son. Details: 01334 474371. 


FERRIES; 


■ THE ISLE of Man Steam 
Packet Company has a mid¬ 
week return from Heysham to 
Douglas for £99 for a car and 
two adults. Motorcydes and 
riders £49. foot passengers 
£25. Details: 01624 645645. 

■ SALLY HOLIDAYS is of¬ 
fering May Bank Holiday 
breaks at Efteling theme park 
in Holland from ESS a person 
a night, based on a three-night 
stay, including return ferry 
and accommodation. Up to 
two children under 12 travel 
free. Details: 01S1-395 3030. 

■ P&O FERRIES has £145 
peak season Dover-Calais 
fares for booking by April 30. 
The fare, for a car and up to 
nine passengers, is £169 there¬ 
after. Details: 0990 95M555. 

■ IRISH FERRIES has a 
two-day Holyhead-Dublin 
ticket for £132. Passengers 
booking a standard return 
by August 31 also qualify for 
a second return costing £59, 
for use September 15-Decem- 
ber 15. on the Holyhead and 
Pembroke routes. Details: 
0345 171717. 

■ SCANDINAVIAN Sea¬ 
ways has a four-night break 
in Hanover, leaving Har¬ 
wich on April 29. from £234 a 
person, including return and 
four-star accommodation. 
Details: 0990 333111. 
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within tout Budget! 

W 


USA 


SPAIN 


CANADA 


194 


£147 


FRANCE 


^1 £179l 

■TCCTH209I 


Call us now wc are 
Open 7 davs a week 

01923 850085 



★ STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 



rtn 

CatSion wry at ttwn nrfere «a aon «akni arfet nhtAftd Igta 1m ad. 

nnfr 

Paris Euroffy 

£49 

| New Yah 

£168 

Singapore 

£399 

johanmsfawg £374 

AiKtenbffl 

£57 

| Boston 

m 

Hong Kong 

£469 

■■—^— 

mem) 

1281 

Dublin 

£57 

j Chicago 

£196 

Peking 

£345 

Buenos tees 

£468 

Geneva 

£96 

i losAngefes 

£249 

Hanoi 

£540 

Perth 

£591 

Athens 

£126 

: Bangkok 

£355 

Nairobi 

£313 

sy*ey 

E589 


NORTH AMERICA SPECIAL 

tinder. - ftew York • Ssstri® - rjiijcs • Sen ?rsr.c:sca •Argsiss - Lcrcsa : 'c~ £557 

iri I'trU-yws' 


EUROPE 01713616161, WORLDWIDE: 01713616262, EUROSTAR: 01713616143 
ACCOMMODATION • CAR HIRE - INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 Ml 61W 
IF Eaiwi Road MM. fcCU Branpuw Rd SW7,11 Coodp>SIWl.L«mkn. 

STA TlARl ISHMMAnOS ([QUEST LINE: (171 Ml kUf 


u\ 


loxm. uutmtH. Glasgow urn. amCAsru. turow. ooubogz tranx. mkhtoo _ STA TRAVEL 


Travel as many times 
as you like from 
£59.95 a year. 


With our annual travel 
insurance you can take an 
unlimited number of trips. 
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Friday quoting 
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SPECIALISTS 

For Tailormadc Safaris. 
Exotic Beaches or just 
Flights Video Brochure 
Available 

0181840 8881 

;§gsk < 6wdg*ton i* v - 


FULLY BONDED - ATM. 35IS 

rara al , r»j«Sr#Araiyrfi i dqac«caA 


TRAILFINDERS >-)- 

THE TRAVE1 EXPERTS 

More than just low cost flights worldwide 

WITH UP TO 65% DISCOUNT ON HOTELS & CAR HIRE 

Call Trailfinders for the complete tailor-made travel service 
LONDON Longhaul: 0171-938 3939 
Transatlantic & European. 0171-937 5400 
First & Business Class 0171 -938 3444 
BIRMINGHAM Worldwide: 0121-236 1534 
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Our fares are 
ridiculously small. 


BELFAST from 

£65 return 

BERGEN from 

€145 return 

BRUSSELS from 

£76 return 

COPENHAGEN from 

£123 return 

DUBLIN from 

£69 return 

EDINBURGH from 

£62 return 
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City airport to break into profit 


By Harvey Elliott 

LONDON City Airpon has been up daily, 
regarded as a loss-maker for years, fuller, anc 


- ? 4 :..b 


Bui this year it seems certain to break 

into profit for the first rime as it 

handles more than the critical num¬ 
ber of a million passengers. 

^ Business travellers are switching 
Heathrow and Gatwicfc to a 
rapidly growing number of airlines 
operating from the airport in east 
London. 

In March the number of passen¬ 
gers grew by 69 per cent compared 
with the same month last year. 
Airport executives now believe that 
the airport could become a key 
gateway for millennium visitors to 
nearby Greenwich. 

Fbr the moment, however, the 
airport concentrates on attracting the 
high-spending business traveller. Jon 
Horne, the airport director, says: 
“We like to regard ourselves as the 
'Dorchester' of airports." He is so 
keen on establishing the airport as 
the most prestigious in London that 
he has hired a commissionaire to 
welcome passengers. 

“We don't like talking about profit¬ 
ability, but we have definitely turned 
the comer." he says. “Rights are 
fuller, passenger numbers are going 


BA keeps 
self-write 
tickets 

By Steve Keenan 

BRITISH Airways has been 
forced into an embarrassing 
U-tum over plans to introduce 
electronic ticketing across its 
UK network. 

An outcry from business 
travellers, particularly in Scot¬ 
land. has prompted BA to 
retain its paper-based Time- 
saver tickets, due to be with¬ 
drawn on April 30. 

An estimated one in five 
Scottish business passengers 
on Shuttle routes uses 
Tfniesaver, which allows them 
to write their own tickets and 
pay later. 

But BA’s UK Distribution 
Manager, Gavin Halliday, 
admitted market reaction had 
forced the rethink. 

“In terms of the initial 
objectives, 1 suppose it is a U- 
tum. but it is a response to 
what the market is telling us. 
The message from Scotland is 
that they want paper-based 
tickets." - • .. .. | 

BA's reversal is a setback in 1 
pursuing the E-ticket route, 
which the airline hopes will 
save the company millions of 
pounds in distribution costs. 

The carrier says that its 
distribution costs are twice 
that of fuel, and second only to 
staff costs. 

It will continue indefinitely 
to accept self-write Timesaver 
tickets, although it is going 
a head wirb plans Id withdraw 
i rhe Timesaver machines. 

But Mr Halliday denied 
that the reversal threatened 
the future of E-ticketing, 
which is now being used by 
3,000 travellers daily on BA's 
domestic routes. 

“The reaction has been 
strong, but keeping Timesaver 
is about enabling customers to 
use what they find suitable. It 
is driven by the consumer." 


up daily, and as Heathrow gets 
fuller, and therefore more congested, 
business travellers are realising how 
quick ir is to gel into the centre of 
London from the Continent.” 

TTie European business traveller is 
setting the pace. Ten of the II airlines 
that operate from the airport to IS 
destinations are owned by com¬ 
panies from the Continent and 
registered there. Only one is an the 
British register — and even that, Air 
UK. is 45 per rent owned by the 
Dutch airline KLM. The average 
flight carries 40 per cent of its 
passengers from Britain, compared 
with 60 per cent from Europe. 

But London City does not care 
where fhe airlines are based so long 
as they fly in and out. The airport has 
consistently lost money since it was 
opened in October 19S7, accumulat¬ 
ing debts of well over £50 million by 
the time it was sold to Dermot 
Desmond for £23.5 million in 1995. 

The Dublin-based businessman, 
who also owns the luxurious Sandy 
Lane Hotel in Barbados, bought at 
the right time. The four-engined 
BAel46 jet was just beginning to 
make an impact at the airport, 
bringing ail the key European cities 



Welcome: a commissionaire greets passengers to London City Airport 


within its 1.000-mile range. Simulta¬ 
neously, Heathrow and Gatwicfc 
were becoming increasingly congest¬ 
ed and road and rail access to 
London, especially from Heathrow, 
was considered long, tortuous and 
often unreliable. London City's run¬ 
way was extended, longer hours of 
operation were allowed and the 
number of aircraft movements rase 
from 30.160 tn 36,500 a year. 


After a few years of apparent 
stagnation. Docklands is again 
booming. The vital Jubilee line 
extension, due ro open in March next 
year, will bring Westminster within 
20 nurtures of the airport. Sadly, the 
planners did not have the vision to 
run the Tube line to the airport, so 
shuttle buses will have to cover the 
last half mile between the aj rporf and 
Canning Town station. Theorericaly. 


the airport enutd handle 5.65 million 
passengers a year, provided they all 
used the 100-seat jets. But the airport 
owners would be happy if half that 
figure was achieved before 2000. 

The airport is determined to re¬ 
main a dedicated business airport 
where check-in is only ten minutes 
before departure and the airport's 
calm is never disturbed by the 
crowds common at conventional 
airports. Even ai peak times it is 
unlikely that there will be any more 
than 200 passengers in the terminal 
building at any one time. 

London City has become so suc¬ 
cessful that other dries throughout 
Europe are considering copying it. 

As European aviation deregulation 
takes effect, more airlines are expect¬ 
ed to move into London City, starling 
with an as yet unnamed British 
carrier opening a network of domes¬ 
tic services to link Britain's main 
dries. 

The question will be whether 
business travellers are prepared to 
pay more lu fly in a much smaller 
aircraft from a much smaller airport 
than they are used to. The original 
planners were convinced they would 
be and now, after nearly ten years of 
operation, their dream appears to be 
coming true. 








'Brampton Island near the Great Barrier Reef is one of five luxury tropical isles for sale by Qantas as it consolidates its air travel business 


FIVE tropical holiday islands 
in Australia are to be sold by 
Qantas, the national airline, 
Tony Dowe writes. 

It has decided to concen¬ 
trate on the extremely compet¬ 
itive air travel business and 
shed its other interests. 

The airline acquired the 
islands, including Lizard Is¬ 
land. the “jewel in the Great 
Barrier Reef 1 , when it took 
over an internal airline last 
year. 

However, it has decided to 
sell because marketing the 
islands is distracting the com- 


Qantas disposes of island assets 


pany from its main business. 
The asking price has yet to be 
disclosed but as it can cost 
tourists £500 a night to stay on 
the islands, the final figure is 
certain to run into many 
millions of pounds. 

A handful of British tourists 
are among the holidaymakers 
who visit the exclusive is¬ 
lands. which feature in a 
number of brochures avail¬ 
able in Britain, including 
Select from Austravei. lizard 


Island is described as “spec¬ 
tacular, pristine, private and 
the very best place for 
snorkelling and scuba 
diving". 

Bedarra Island, dose to the 
reef, has accommodation for 
16 couples in two-level villas 
overlooking the sea and 
hacked by a rainforest ridge. 
The other islands for sale are 
Brampton. Great Keppel and 
Dunk. 

Qantas has been urged to 


dispose of the islands by 
British Airways executives. 
The two airlines have a joint 
management team in the Far 
East which is trying to fight 
off growing competition. 

Rivals include Singapore 
Airlines. Cathay Pacific and 
fhe joint Malaysian 
Airlines/ Virgin operation. 
BA holds a 25 percent stake in 
Qantas. 

The Australian airline has 
set up subsidiaries to market 


holidays in Australia and the 
Far East These include 
Qantas Holidays, which of¬ 
fers deals linking cheap 
flights with discounted hotel 
accommodation, and 
J eta bout which offers a wider 
range of packages. 

The company has just 
launched a series of 
land/cruise holidays as part 
of a plan to attract more 
British passengers to its luxu¬ 
ry liner Reef Endeavour, 
which operates three and 
four-day cruises from Cairns 
to the Great Barrier Reef. 
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IRA tactics have 
a global impact 

T he IRA clearly ui>- rurisra: but this was fai 
derstands the iinpor- from a purely British prob 
lance of travel and tem. On averace. 35 oei 


T he IRA clearly un¬ 
derstands the impor¬ 
tance of travel and 
tourism to Britain — even 
though so many of the 
politicians who want our 
votes next week do not yei 
appear to appreciate its 
worth. 

But the disruption, espe¬ 
cially to air travellers, 
caused by a few cynical 
phone calls could ' have 
been so much worse had it 
not happened this week. 

Gatwick airport, for ex¬ 
ample. was expecting to 
handle about 50.000 pas¬ 
sengers on Monday, and to 
have 595 aircraft _______ 

taking off and 

landing. In the Wo\ 

peak season it 

could be douhle yjr 

that number. 

Nonetheless. 
there was near 
chaos within wVlfl 

minutes of the vviio 

first warning i:i.„ 

call as an esti- IIK.C 

mated 4.000 de- . 

parting pass- » Lc 
engers — many 
of them business n 
travellers—were ordered to 
evacuate both terminals. 

Aircraft already heading 
for Gatwick had little op¬ 
tion bur to land, guided by 
air-traffic controllers in the 
tower which, being airside. 
was not affected by the 
mass evacuation. Within 
hours, more than 130 were 
parked on any available 
piece of concrete near the 
single runway, many of 
them filled with passengers 
who had already flown for 
up to ten hours, only io be 
forced to wait for another 
five. 

Fortunately. Gatwick has 
often practised — on paper, 
at least — what to do in 
such an emergency. And 
the disruption, frustrating 
though it was. was kept to a 
minimum by crisis-man¬ 
agement teams operating 
from hastily requisitioned 
offices. 

Canvassing politicians 
were soon praising the 
“bulldog spirit" shown by 
"British travellers" in the 
face of such economic ter- 


Now the 
world 
knows 
what it is 
like to be 
a target 


rorism: but this was far 
from a purely British prob¬ 
lem. On average, 35 per 
cent of the 24 million pas¬ 
sengers who use Gatwick 
every year are foreign. And 
on Monday morning the 
number would have been 
particularly high as aircraft 
with passengers from 
around the world were 
using Gatwick as a junction 
to change planes. 

It is the growing interna¬ 
tional nature of the indus¬ 
try that has led many big 
airlines to tone down their 
national identity to become 
as “global" as possible. 

British Air- 
ways flics to ISO 
the destinations in 

S5 countries. 
Id More than 60 

per cent of its 
ntrq revenue is 

earned outside 
it ic Britain. Because 

11 ia SO per cent of 

V.p passengers on 

J lk- any aircraft can 

. come from out- 

gCL side Britain, it is 

little wonder 
1 that the airline 

insists that all cabin crew 
speak at least one other 
language and bases its cab¬ 
in staff in 15 countries. 

United Airlines has 950 
of its cabin staff based in 
Britain to provide "an de¬ 
ment of home culture" for 
British passengers on its 
transatlantic flights and 
thousands more around the 
world. Whichever country 
flights are coming from or 
going to, there are people 
on board who speak the 
language and understand 
the culture. There are mag¬ 
azines and movies in that 
language, food from any 
country the aircraft flies to. 
and signs and symbols that 
mean the same anywhere 
in the world. 

So when the IRA threat¬ 
ens Gatwick. it threatens 
not just British travellers 
but those from all over the 
world. 

Now the world knows 
what if is like to be at the 
receiving end — and learns 
to loathe the IRA as much 
as we do. 


Post-election weekend breaks 
worth voting for 

Stephen Mcdarence in Santiago 

Alain de Betton on 
Proust's France 
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GUYANA is the newest destination for 

-— ' British tourists seeking something dif- 

A * .... f ferent. Tony Daw writes. Holidays to 

AirpOiTUaU the only English-speaking country in 

M South America have been included for 

Ian Cpf fnt* the first time in the latest brochure from 

lllllv JVl mi Trips Worldwide, launched last night. 

_ The Bristol-based company, which 

flip autumn specialises in bespoke holidays, is offer- 

U1V ******* fog tours which take in the country’s 

By Chris Lockwood three main features - , coastal scenery. 

rainforest and savannah. 

THE FIRST Stage of the £400 "Guyana is an exciting country which 
million Heathrow Express is just opehfog its doors to tourists," says 

Afast rail link from central Hamish MacCail, Trips director. IB 

-1 j tn .k e ajrnort is on rivers, wildlife and food are superb, and 

visitors know they ate unlikely to butnp 
Initially, the service will into more than a dozen other tourists 

"^e'^brochure also features holi- 
Junction near the days to Mexico, all the Central American 
FmaeCrest hotel. Journey rime countries and some Caribbean islands. 

■The European Transport Safety 
es will awmect ro tek Council has launched a campaign to cut 

gers io ‘^r^^eexp^ss the number of road deathsfrom 45.000 

From J.rt ^ cSrt fo a year to 25,000 by 2010. That is not a 

service » miSrinL On average, 45.000 people a 

ramest.withdej«rtur« evay ^ Qn Europe . s mads. This 

IS minutes : utes compares with an average of 1,207 killed 

“Sue 3SSS.WSl i" “>" r mshK ,hrouBh0,,, ,he 

be available at Paddington. world each year. 

and thesenticewlloperatein mTwo j aW y CT s. a tax expert and a 
tints classes, ac “^f^ g counsellor on intra-European trade have 

k Jeremy Job. the marK«ong signed up by a Belgian hotel to offer 

' director for the project an { j, e intricacies of common- 

is owned and operated by checking into the 17th- 

BAA. „ ,, -w rinturv property. Despite its age, the 

In its first foil H6teM« Tanneurs at Namur on the 

raw Express is expeettfi banks of the Meuse, has been fitted with 
cany 65 million P^ n ^ s - modern business communions 

rising to more than 10 million including a cyber cafe. The 

a year by 2000. owner, an English-speaking former 

Travelling at s P e f 5 . of f ^ J ? lawyer, offers a range of busm«s advice 
lOOmph. the new fast trams jawye R and ha5 persuaded otiter 
will run non-stop to the airport for by , d g,ve the first 

serving all four terminals. free, after which .he meter 

Und has ato been Sticking. 


TRAVEL NEWS IN BRIEF 


restaurants, two dance floors, open 
promenade decks and its own wine 
cellar. A planning application for an 
exclusive pier opposite the Savoy Hotel 
from which fhe vessel can operate is still 
being considered. 

■ India is proving a particularly attrac¬ 
tive holiday destination this year with 
many tour operators reporting bookings 
running at least a third up on last year. 
Tour group Inspirations has seen India 
bookings for next winter rise 33 per cent, 
and holiday company Uni jet is doubling 
its Goa caparity in its winter 1997-9S 
brochures, which went on sale yesLerelay 

f “THE 17** ApvfltE iS V 

ON ME...ROVJGNGR A \ 

<MAll GRATofN f=oR I 
rCARRWQ Vo u £ 

'slWouLP86 Ml CG l 





will run non-stop to the 
serving all four terminals. 
Und has also been set aside to 
extend the service to iermtnal 

five if it is eventually bum. 

The news will come as a 
relief to those who have suf¬ 
fered the seemingly end 
Piccadilly underground me 
Bnk which stops at all pouite 
along the way, and mixes 
airport-bound passeng r 
with local travellers m an 
uneasy Wend of briefcas . 
suitcases and shopping nag • 


■ The largest riverboat to operate 
Siiugh the Thames bridges arrives in 
npvt week after its launch at 

K-ar&r^ s r 

twice the size of any other 
restaurant on the Thames — 
Kilnt a cost Of more than £2 
million for Woods River Cruises and 

SffE, Uiracair-condidoncd bara. two 


with packages starting at £399 for seven 
nights. 

■ Stung by a series of recent criticisms 
over the alleged unreliability of Con¬ 
corde, British Airways has produced the 
supersonic jet’s “health notes" for the 
past 12 months. There have been IS 
cancelled flights out of 1,400 and pilots 
have reported 22 problems, they say. 
But the flagship, which still manages lo 
turn heads wherever it goes, has made 
44.000 trips and spent 127,000 hours in 
the air of which 100.000 were a! 
supersonic speed. If spends only three 


hours a day in flight, compared with 13 
hours for a Boeing 747, so although it is 
now getting long in the tooth, in flying 
terms its age is equivalent to a four-year- 
old jumbo jeL Jt has left Heathrow 
exactly on time on 74 per cent of its 
flights and within 15 minutes in 94 per 
cent BA insists, therefore, that it is still 
in good condition and will continue to 
fly for the foreseeable future. 

■ Tiny British Mediterranean Airways, 
now a franchise partner of big-brother 
British Airways, began operating direct 
flights from Heathrow to Alexandria in 
Egypt this week. The service will operate 
three rimes a week. 

■ The Royal British Legion reports a 
sharp increase in rhe number of young 
people wanting to visit the graves of 
relatives killed overseas. "In the past 
only about one in five of our clients 
would have been 50 or under," said 
Piers Storie-Pugh. who runs the Le¬ 
gion's Pilgrimages Department near 
Maidstone in Kent. "Now. well over 
half travelling are 50 or below, with 
many a lot younger. Whereas the older 
travellers would have been visiting the 
grave of a brother, fiance or ex- 
comrades. these younger people are 
frequently going to visit a grandfather's 
resting place." 

■ A new range of “video-postcards" — 
travel videos from a selection of favourite 
British resorts — is now on sale at E4 
each. Advance orders for fhe videos, the 
first batch of which show Devon. 
Cornwall. Blackpool, London. Ireland. 
Jersey and Guernsey, have exceeded 
250.000. 

■ The over-50s are to have their own 
“grown-up" radio station under plans 
now being finalised by the Saga holiday 
company. Saga is convinced that its 
section of the market has been ignored 
by the broadcasting authorities. “Every 
radio franchise which has been award¬ 
ed has gone to those who want to target 
the youth market and to provide nearly 
non-slop indie or dance music." says 
Tim BulL Saga director. “We believe 
there is a more mature audience who 
want to listen to classical music, to plays 
and to other programmes - access to 
which they are now denied." 






Two nights from only £84 per person 


T IMES readers are offered this superb 
two-night break to RbUebaise. staying 
in the 3* Chateau de la Corniche, set high 
above the Seine approximately lOkms from 
Claude Monets famous house and garden, 
ar Givemy. This hotel has an outdoor 
swimming pool, tennis courts, and a 
superb gastronomic restaurant and bar 
with spectacular views over the river. 

During your relaxing stay visit the 
immaculately maintained gardens and 
house which give an insight into the great 
painters vision. Monet was an enthusiastic 
gardener and planted his flowerbeds in a 
profusion of colour — which are 
maintained to their original design. The 
house with its pink, crushed brick facade, 
where Monet lived from 1883-1926, has a 
colourful decor and the intimate charm of 
former times. 

Price indudes: 

• Return channel crossing with Hoverspeed 
• Two nights accommodation on room only 
basis 

• Admission to Monet’s house and garden, 
in Givemy 

• Free bottle of wine in room. 

Price based cn one car and two people 
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SNOOKER 

Higgins happily 
takes short cut 
into next round 


JOHN HIGGINS, an inveter¬ 
ate tinkerer with his cue, 
benefited from a bold adjust¬ 
ment to reach the last 16 of the 
Embassy world champion¬ 
ship at the Crudble Theatre. 
Sheffield, yesterday. 

Higgins, among the 
favourites to collect the 
£210,000 first prize, defeated 
his Scottish compatriot, Gra¬ 
ham Home, 10-6 and now 
plays either Dominic Dale or 
Tony Drago, but only after 
deciding to have the length of 
his cue reduced by a quarter of 
an inch during a mid-session 
interval. 

Trailing 3-1 and devoid of 
confidence. Higgins sought 
the assistance of referee- 
cum-cue-doctor. Lawrie 
Annandale. in a scheduled 
15-minute break. Annandale 
skilfully sawed off the offend¬ 
ing piece of timber and the 


By Phil Yates 

transformation was immedi¬ 
ate. Higgins; bedevilled by 
equipment doubts all season, 
ended the session 5-4 ahead, 
thanks to breaks of III, 79, S3 
and 134. 

“I thought the cue was 
slightly too long when I was 
practising back home last 
week, but I told myself to put it 
out of my mind." Higgins 
said. "When I went 3-1 down, 
though. I didn't feel comfort¬ 
able at ail and I knew I had to 
do something drastic. 

“It’s all in my head because 
I ve been chopping and chang¬ 
ing things around for ages 
now. I won the European 
Open in Malta last month, 
then had an extra half an inch 
put on the cue. How can you 
account for doing something 
like that?" 

Alain Robidoux, of Canada, 
full of self-belief after the most 


successful season of his career, 
set up a second-round encoun¬ 
ter with Stefan Mazrods by 
rallying from 8-7 down to beat 
Brian Morgan IO-8. Robidoux, 
runner-up at the German 
Open in December, has 
thrown himself into snooker 
since deciding to make his 
permanent base in Britain. 

“It’s a sacrifice because I 
really miss home.” Robidoux 
said. "It’s been seven months 
since 7 went back there and 
I've even forgotten what maple 
syrup tastes like. At least I 
cant complain with the way 
things have gone on the table.” 

Robidoux, the No 14 seed, 
led 7-5. but lost the plot in the 
next three frames. Indeed, 
leading 42-14 in the sixteenth. 
Morgan was handily posi¬ 
tioned to move two-up with 
three to play until he missed a 
blue. A clearance of 58. enabled 
Robidoux to draw level at 8-8 
before contributions of 45 and 
89 guaranteed a victory that 
took his total prize-money for 
a single season above 
£100.000 for the first time 
since he joined the profession¬ 
al ranks in 1988. 

Jimmy White, who needs to 
reach the final here to extend 
his stay among the game's top 
16 into a sixteenth consecutive 
season, built a 6-3 lead over 
Anthony Hamilton. Runs of 
45,43, 81.53 and 125 were the 
highlights as White ensured a 
commanding advantage 
going into the concluding ses¬ 
sion last night The winner 
will go face John Parrott the 
world No 4. 

James Wattana, the great 
hope of Thailand, exploited 
the obvious nervousness of 
Graeme Dott, who was on his 
debut at the Crucible, to 
establish a 6-3 overnight lead. 

Higgins does not have a 
monopoly on cue problems. 
On the eve of travelling to the 
European Open seven weeks 
ago. Wattana damaged his 
cue during a bout of horse 
play and has yet to become 
fully accustomed; to the re¬ 
placement This was particu¬ 
larly apparent when the 
former world amateur cham¬ 
pion, who remains the highest 
ranked non-British player, 
was forced to play positional 
shots with power. 

RESULTS'. Find round: S Lee {Eng) bt N 
Bond (Eng) 10-8; A Ftabfctoux (Can) bt B 
Morgan (Eng) 10-8; J HlgansJScoq toads 
G Home (Scot). 5-4: J write [Eng) toads A 
Hamfiton (Eng) 6-3: J Wattana (Thai) leads 
G Don (Scot) 8-3. 


TABLE TENNIS 


China ready to exert 
unbreakable hold 


By Richard Eaton 


A TOTAL of 108 nations 
will be represented when 
the world championships 
begin at the G-Mex Centre, 
Manchester, today, but pro¬ 
ceedings are likely to be 
dominated by only one — 
China. 

The nation embraces the 
game as a vehicle for its 
proletarian philosophy to 
such an extent that it is 
inadvertently doing even 
more than providing the 
top seeds in all seven 
events. At least 16 other 
nations have supplemented 
their squads with China- 
bom competitors, attracted 
by more material rewards 
outside their own political 
system. 

The firmest of the 
favourites will be the 
“Pocket Rocker, Deng 
Yaping. Only 5ft talL she 
won at the past two Olym¬ 
pics and the past three 
world championships. Of 
almost equal status in the 
men’s singles — and in the 
nickname stakes — is 
“King" Kong LinghuL The 


main threat to Linghui will 
come from Liu Guoliang, 
who is the Olympic cham¬ 
pion and. needless to say, 
his compatriot 
In a European venue, 
though, it would be folly to 
rule out the Swedes. At the 
championships in Gothen¬ 
burg four years ago, Jan- 
Ove Waldner, Jorgcn 
Peres on and Peter Karlsson 
were good enough to cap¬ 
ture the men’s team tide for 
a Child successive time. 
Kept fresh, they may still be 
capable of stopping China. 

If Waldner reproduced 
the form that won him the 
European title in Bratisla¬ 
va last year, he could regain 
the men’s singles title after 
an eight-year interval 
England's men and 
women are in the top categ¬ 
ories of their team compet¬ 
itions and should be able to 
remain in than. Despite 
the boost of Matthew Syed, 
a newly-crowned Common¬ 
wealth champion, however, 
medals appear out of their 
range. 
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RUGBY UNION: ARMY WIN INTER-SERVICES CHAMPIONSHIP WHILE IN BARRACKS 


. : IN BRIEFER*] 



Bartlett, the Navy replacement leads the charge at the RAF defence at Twickenham 


and Thomas out 


Davies 

JONATHAN DAVIES and 
Arwel Thomas, who contested 
the Wales No 10 shirt in the 
five nations’ championship 
this season, have been ruled 
out of their dubs' starting 
line-ups for the Swalec Cup 
final at Cardiff Arms Park on 
Saturday. 

Davies, who is still recover¬ 
ing from a dead (eg and has 
played little rugby during the 
past month, will be confined 
to the replacements* bench as 
Cardiff opt for Lee Jarvis at 
stand-off hall 

Thomas, who played his 
first game in two months in 
Swansea's unexpected defeat 
at Newbridge on Saturday, 
will make way for Aled Wil¬ 
liams. He is still not 100 per 
cent fit after feeling some 
reaction to the knee ligament 
injury that forced him to miss 
the five nations' finale against 
England last month. 


Alex Evans, the Cardiff 
director of coaching, said- “I 
don’t think it will make that 
much difference. Aled is a 
very good player." 

The news will deprive a 
capacity crowd of the chance 
to see two of the most talented 
players in Wales going head 
to head in the last match to be 
staged at the Arms Park 
before it is pulled down, 
Davies said- “7t's a shame; 
but 1 hope I will be able to 
play some part in the match, 
as I will be on the replace¬ 
ments’ bench." 

Also out of the action will be 
David Young. Cardiff’s Wales 
prop, who will be touring 
South Africa with the British 
Lions this summer. 

Young, the 18-stone tight- 
head. is still suffering from an 
ankle injury that he received 
in the match against Ebbw 
Vale on March I. 


"David has come on well, 
bur is still a bit short of a 
gallop," Evans said. “He is in 
the squad for the Lions tour 
and it’s not fair on him to put 
that at risk by rushing him 
back early." 

West Hartlepool could ap¬ 
point a new director of rugby 
in time for the Courage Clubs 
Championship first division 
match against London Irish, 
their fellow stragglers, on 
Saturday. 

West has handed caretaker 
coaching duties to Dave 
Stubbs after parting company 
with Marie Ring. 

Ring, who still had one year 
of his contract remaining, 
paid the ultimate price after a 
dismal league campaign that 
has so far realised 17 defeats 
from 20 starts and certain 
relegation. Capped 32 times 
by Wales, he can expect a five- 
figure settlement. 


Late try by 
Underwood 
earns RAF 
lucky draw 


Royal Navy. 24 

Royal Air Force. 24 


By M ichael Aylwi n 


THE Army won the Willis 
Corroon Bowl by proxy yester¬ 
day at Twickenham. The tro¬ 
phy for the annual inter- 
Services competition goes io 
them for the first rime since 
1990 after the RAF and Navy 
produced the second draw in 
the event this year. 

The RAF needed only to win 
by three points to claim the 
trophy, having drawn 35-35 
with the Army last week, but 
seemed singularly unmoved 
by the prospect. The last ten 
minutes aside, their forwards 
seemed quire content to let the 
Navy's pack trample all over 
them. 

Rarely can an eight so 
comfonabie in the scrum have 
been so routed in ihe loose, 
thus disabling the more dan¬ 
gerous back division. 

Lee Smith, the RAF wing, 
opened the try-scoring in the 
fifth minute, and Rory Under¬ 
wood scored the first of a brace 
on the half hour. In between, 
the Navy scored through both 
their wings, Spencer Brown 
and Russ Williams, before 
exerting an almost total domi¬ 
nance for 40 minutes, during 
which they r were rewarded by 
a penalty goal and a try from 
Bob Armstrong. After the 
Navy forwards had twice been 
held up over the line. Arm¬ 
strong. an inspiring captain 
and No 8. was finally forced 
over for a ay after a quickly 
taken penalty-. 

The margin, however, was 
not sufficient to withstand the 
RAF revival in the final min¬ 
utes. which brought a convert¬ 
ed try from Underwood. 
SCORERS: RAP. Tries Small Undetwood 
if. Conversions: Lazenby (31. Penalty 
goat lazerrby Navy; Trim: Broun, M- 
•■ams. Airfsscng. Penalty goals: Greav 
mg iS> 

RAF: Sgt 5 Lazentm (Laarbruch) Jnr Tech 
L Smith (Si Amaru Cpi M John (Lodungei. 
Jnr Tech J Turner I Benson). Ftt Lt R 
Underwood (CranweKj: SAC I Morgan 
(InnsMrth). SAC B Wahter fLyneham), Eg 
Off J Thorpe iHomngmni Ftt U 4 Turner 
iHonr-grani'. Jnr Tech B WBtams (Brize 
Ncrtoni. SgfC Morgan (Sice Norton!. SAC 
P Taylor (Northern. SAC L Oakey (Brize 
Nortcm. Jnr Tech S Boots ['Seafcmd). Fg 
OB D Holder JLnton-on-Ouse) Morgan 
replaced by Fg Off H Parr (Hannon, 41mm), 
Oakey replaced by Spl jS Bacon jSl Artfon. 
AS) . . , • . 

ROYAL NAVY: Lpt C Roes (HMS Ratogh); 
Lot R WBenw (HMS Raleigh). Mne G 
OTjoughfin (RN Pootel. L/Sea D S 8 »on 
UMS SI Maurgani. Nmusn S Brown (RN 
Band Portsmouth). Aem S Greenmg (HMS 
Seahawk). Cpi P Uvitgatone (CTCRM 
Umpsionel. Lom M Bestow fHMS Suther¬ 
land). Mne C M3Wn» (HMS Heron). UWan 
S Burns (HMS Nelson). Mne S Lane (RM 
Storehouse) Lro G Harrison (HMS 
Banteaxe), Popt I Russell (CTCRM 
Lmpstnrw). CpoPl S Jones (HMS Drake). 
Cpi R Armstrong iCTCRM Umpstone). 
Armstrong replaced by PO Mftios (HMS 
heron. 35). Batetow replaced by l/Sea N 
Bartlett (HMS London. 37): Brown replaced 
by Mne P Gore (CTCME bmprtone. 77) 
Referee: C Reeks (Somerset) 


Zambians 
to protest 
over Paul’s 
victory 

THE Zambian Boxing Com-: 
mission is to lodge a protest 
with the Commonwealth 
Council about the outcome of 
the bout between Felix 
Bwalya, of Zambia, and Ber¬ 
nard Paul, of Tottenham, for 
the vacant Commonwealth 
liehr-weltenveight title at 
Bethnal Green on Tuesday. 

The Zambians thought that 
their man had won. but. at the. 
end of the twelfth round, they- 
saw Larry O'ConndL the ref¬ 
eree. lifting Paul's hand, giv¬ 
ing him the verdicr 117-l)6b. ‘ 
Their complaint was given 
weight by the view of most 
ringsiders, who also thought 
that Bwalya had won dearly 
by at least four to five rounds. 

Athletics: Michael Johnson 
will make his first appearance 
in Great Britain for three 
years when he competes at the 
grand prix meeting in Shef¬ 
field on June 29. Johnson, who 
became the first man to win 
the 200 metres and 400 metres 
at the same Olympics, in 
Aria/ita last summer, will use 
the Securicor Games to decide 
whether to attempt the same 
double at the world champion-' 
ships in Athens in August 

Rugby league: The split with-' 
in the Australian game hard¬ 
ened yesterday when 12 dubs 
opted to prolong their oppose, 
tion to the Super League for 
another season. Manly- 
Warringah. the national 
champions, led a commitment 
by the dubs to play in the 
Australian Rugby League pre¬ 
miership in 1998. The agree¬ 
ment ended speculation that 
several dubs might switch to 
Super League next season. 

Volleyball- England’s hopes 
of winning their group in the 
men's Spring Cup in Slovenia 
evaporated after they lost their 
opening match against Aus¬ 
tria and were then beaten in 
straight sets by Switzerland. 

RESULTS: Spring Cup (Stwervai. Foal A 
(Kairmik): Austria 3 England Z SKwon 3 . 
Switzerland ft Switzerland 3 England ft 
Stovsnsi 3 Austria 0. Group B (Marital. 
Croatia 3 Liechtenstein ft. Germnay 3 
Li eU i to Tsa w t ft Group C (Murate Sobota): 
Turkey 2 Bosnia Herzegovina 3; Poland 3 
l_aijva ft Bosnia Herzegovina 2 Latvia 3: 
Turkey 3 Poland 3 

Hockey: Mandy Davies, the 
Sutton Coldfield midfield 
player, has been appointed 
captain of the England wom¬ 
en's team to take part in the 
five nations' tournament in 
Vancouver next week. 

Rugby union: Barry Hearn, 
the sports promoter, ques¬ 
tioned the wisdom of investing 
money in the sport when he 
dismissed report^ linking him 
with a takeover of Gloucester. 
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Sheehan on bridge 
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Keene on chess 
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By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

When your partner has overcailed, and you are on lead holding 
three to an honour in his suit, it is usually best to lead low. 
However, against no-trump contracts, it can be right to lead high 
if there is a risk of a blockage. The holdings to be wary of are 
those with two honours, eg, K J x or K10 x. This comes from the 
Cap Gemini tournament played in The Hague in January. 
Dealer North East-West game IMPs 

*4 

VAKJ532 
♦ Jfl 2 
■ft K10 3 


• J853 

• 4 

♦AK8543 
ft A8 

_W_N_E_S_ 

Branco Szvrarc Chagas Bompts 

— 1H IS 2D 

ZS 3 H Pass 3 NT 

AH Pass 

Contract: Three No-trumps by South Lead: Ace of spade* 


*A10B 
*86 
♦ Q97 
ftQ J 9 G 2 


. 7 -," 


4KQ7G2 
ft O 10 9 7 
♦ 10 
#75 4 


Bompis's derision to bid Three 
No-trumps feeing a likely 
singleton spade was made on 
the basis that he felt confident 

s that he could stop the run of 
the spades, and he would thus 
need to establish either the 
hearts or diamonds. You will 
note that, if West leads the ten 
of spades and East puts in the 
queen and returns a spade, 
declarer will not get a spade 
trick — but he will make his 
contract by setting up the 

1 diamonds, since East has no 
fast entry to the spade win¬ 
ners. 

3 However, Branco (West) 


was alive to the potential 
blockage in spades; he led the 
ace of spades and followed up 
with the ten. which Chagas 
(East) ducked. Now Bom pis 
had been given a free spade 
trick, but the defence had three 
spade winners waiting in the 
wings; dial meant that 
Bompis could not afford to 
give up a diamond trick. He 
took, rite top diamonds, then 
tried the heart finesse and 
went two down. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

All square 

Today l continue my review of 
Kasparov's 1996 dash against 
IBM'S Deep Blue computer, in 
preparation for their renewed 
battle, which commences in 
New York on May 3. 

With the score at one win 
each, Kasparov defended in 
foe third game in solid fashion 
and thwarted all of Deep 
Blue's attempts to gain the 
advantage with its bishop 
against Kasparov’s knight. 
Still, Kasparov had not found 
a way to create dosed, exclu¬ 
sively strategic positions as 
Black, in which Deep Blue 
would find itself less comfort¬ 
able. The score was now I'a 
points each. 

White: Deep Blue 
Blade Garry Kasparov 
Philadelphia, 1996 

Sicilian Defence 


1 

e4 

C5 

2 

c3 

d5 

3 

exdS 

QxriS 

4 

04 

Nt6 

S 

NS 

8g4 

6 

Be2 

e6 

7 

00 

Nc6 

8 

Bc3 

- ckD4 

9 

cxd4 

Bb4 

10 

a3 

Ba5 

11 

Nc3 

QdS 

12 

NeS 

Bxe2 

13 

Q*e2 

Bxc3 

14 

bxc3 

NxeS 

IS 

Bf4 

NQ+ 

16 

0x13 

Qd5 

17 

Qd3 

Rc8 

18 

RfCl 

Qc4 

19 

Qxc4 

Rxc4 

20 

flcbl 

b6 


21 

Bb8 

Ra4 

22 

Rb4 

Ra5 

23 

Rc4 

04) 

24 

Bd6 

Ra8 

25 

Rc6 

b5 

26 

Kfl 

Ra4 

27 

Rbl 

a6 

28 

Kb2 

h5 

29 

Kd3 

Rd8 

30 

Be? 

Rd7 

31 

Bxf6 

gxfB 

32 

Rb3 

Kg7 

33 

Ke3 

65 

34 

ga 

exd4+ 

35 

cxd4 

Re7+ 

36 

Kf3 

Rd7 

37 

Rd3 

Raxd4 

38 

Rxd4 

Rxd4 

39 

Rxa6 


Draw agreed 



Diagram of final position 



Times book 

The Times Winning Moves 2 
contains 240 chess puzzles 
from international grand¬ 
master Raymond Keene’s dai¬ 
ly column In The Times, and is 
available now from book¬ 
shops or from B.T. Batsford 
Ltd {tel: 01376 321276 at £6.99 
plus postage and packing). 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday In 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 



By Pomp Howard 


agouti 

* a. A taste 

b. A North African language 
t A large guinea pig 

BASHAW 

a. An adaptation. Pshaw! 

b. A pasha 

c A two-wheeled carriage 


BROOL 

a. A humming 

b. Honey and whisky 

c. A spindle in Orkney 
ACALEPHA 

a. Without a caliph 

b. A jelly-fish 

c. A Greek winejar 

Answers on page 49 


By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is 
from the game Pinter — 
Casa grande, Austria, 1997. 
The Black pieces are on un¬ 
comfortable squares. How 
does White exploit this to score 
a quick win on material? 


Solution on page 49 



FOftTHE RECORD 


BASEBALL 


AMERICAN LEAGUE: Minnesota 8 Oak¬ 
land 3: Boston 8 Cleveland 2. Baftmore 3 
Chrgago 3; New York 10 Milwaukee 2. 
Toronto 7 Anaheim 6 : Seattle 7 Kansas 
Cny 2 

NATIONAL LEAGUE- New York 7 Cmcr-- 
natl 2: Montreal 5 Chicago V Colorado 13 
Ftanda 4; St Lours 6 Los Angles 4 ; 
Houston ia San Dogo 3: Altama 4 San 
Frendsco 0 


BASKETBALL 


EUROPEAN CUB CHAMPIONSHIP: 
SemWmate Otymptahas (Piraeus) 74 0*ro- 
1 65. Barcelona 77 Wteurtoanre 


^aLgttjana 


BOWLS 


SYDNEY: Mazda Jack HSgh Intornattana! 
stogies (round robot) Section A: R Brassey 
(N3 U S Gleason (Aus) 4-0. 9-6. 9-6. t 
Tayfar (Aus) bt R Dwm (Aus) 6-9. 9-4. 9-3 
Section B. K Kerkow (Alb) bt A ADcock 
(Eng) 4-9. 8 - 6 . 9-4; K HWsh (Aus) bt N 
Burkett (SA) 4-9. 9-5. 9-4; Aflcock bt C 
Anderson (Nort* island) 9-6.9-8. 


BOXING 


YORK HALL, Bethnal Groan; Common¬ 
wealth Bght-w o ttarw n i gl it ch a mpionship 
(12 mds. vacant)- Bernard Pad (Totten¬ 
ham) M Feta Bwalya (Zero) ete. Ught- 
weftar (fl mds): George Smitri (BasVdon) bt 
Brian Coleman (Brnmnoharh) pts. Light- 
wetter (8 mds)- Kevin McKAan (Man¬ 
chester) W Trover Dtror (Bnmgnam) pte. 
Water (4 mds) 0|ay ACrahams (watSord) bt 
Paul King (Nawcasttel pts. Weler (8 mds) 
Pta Knlghta (RacSvIl) o« Peter NignUngEto 

(Wsdneseury) pfc. 


CYCLING 


TOUR OF PICARDY (196 kilometres): I. D 
Abdueparov (Lfc±>) 4hr 33mm 31 sec 2. F 
SaocftjBt). 3. C Lescogd; 4, S Utshakov 
muss); 5, R Jaarmam (Suite): 6 , S hranov 
(Russ) alt same lima. 


GOLF 


EATONTON, Georgia: Andersen Consut- 
Ing world chempkinatAx American .zone; 
Semi-Gnab: D Love bl rLtanan 3 and 2; P 
Mtckateon bt Fred Couples 1 hole. Ftnet 
Loire bt Mlcfceteon Ihoie. 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE ffllHIj- Stalky Cup. 
Play-off: Eastern Conference: New Jersey 
6 Montreal 4 (New Jersey leads best-or- 
seven series 3-0); New York Raigera 4 
Florida 3 (Rangers lead 2-1) Wastum 
OordBianca: Chicago 8 Colorado 3 (sense 
bed 2-2): SI Louis 4 Detroit 0 isertes tied 2- 
25; Dabs 4 Edrnorwon 3 (series bed 2-21: 
Phoerw 2 Anaheim 0 (aortas bed 2-2) 
INTEfVlATlONAL MATCH: Finland 7 Rus¬ 
sia 1 (riHeteWd). 


RUGBY UNION 


COURAGE CLUBS CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Fourth division south: Newtuy 54 Wes¬ 
ton-super-Mare 13. 

REPRESENTATIVE NWTCttfW 24 Royal 
Navy 24 (at Twickenham). 


SQUASH 


Hungary 0 Ausba 2 '.Vies 1: Belgium 3 
Hungary 0 Pool D: Sweden 2 Norway t; 
Span 2 Bely 1 

TENNIS 

MONACO: Men's tournament Fast 
round: AGawdena (It) bl LRou*lrr| 6 - 1 . 6 - 
Z USbch IGer) bt M Wwdlonte (Aus) 3-6, 

7- 5, 7-S. Second round- M Lareson (Swej 
bt P Sampras (US) 3-6.6-2.6-3; R KraAcek 
(Hoi) W Such 6-3. 64): C Costa (Spi bt W 
Fenera (SA) 6-4. 7-6: E Alvaie: (Sp) bt A 
Berasategui (Sp) 6-Z. 3-6. 6-4'. M 
FYilepousss (Aus) btJ Courier I US) 7-5.7- 
5; A Costa (Sp) W S Doswte) (C4 6-3. 6-3: 
B LNhrach [C2I bt T Enqvcst (Swei 7-6. -L6, 
6-3: M Rros (Otfel bt Gaudena 6-2.6-2: S 
Bruguera (Sp) b) J Semmennk iHoi) 6-4. 6- 
4. tiVacek (Cz) W M Rosset (Switz) 7-6,6- 

1. A Ccnetja |Sp) bl C PnSne (Frj 6-4. 6-3: 
C Ruud (Noil W Y Katelnfcov (Russ) 6-*. 2 
6.6-4; AMedwdev (Russi bl FMantSa (Sp) 

8 - 2 . 6-4 

ORLANDO: Men’s tournament Feet 
round: C Woodruff (US) bt J Prana (Am) 

4- 6. 6-4, 6-4; F Mabgeni (Br) bCM Mertdem 
(US) 7-G. 7-6. M Norman iSneJ bl G Raou* 
(Fr) 7-5, 2-1, ret A O'Brien (US) bt G 
Schafer (Austria) 6-4,6-2; B Black (Zjm)btJ 
Van Hare*, (BeO 6-3. 7-6.' M RUppmr (Uru) ts 
W Black (Zhn) 6-4.7-5: G Staflo-d (SA) bt T 
Champion (Fr) 6-^ 6-1; M Crtang (US) tt J- 
M GambB (LSI 6-3,6-3: J A VBoca (Sp) b( L 
Jansen (US) 6-2.6-2. 

BUDAPEST: Women's tournament Rrst 
round: M Maruska (Austria) bl A Gloss 
(Gar) 6-4. 5-7, 8-3; R Dragon*' (Romj bt A 
Gera (Cz) 6-2. S-1: H Negyova (Stawataaj bl 
M L Serna (Sp) 60. 7-5; K Habsudora 
fStarakia) U S Werewa iCz) 6-2. 6-4; A 
Fusai (Fr) bt P Suarez (Arg) 6-3. 61: P 
Beqaronr (Gar) bt K Kscfcwendt (Austria) 

5- r. 8-2. 6-4, G L Garcia (Sp) bt M da 
Swaardt (SA) 7-5. 6-2: A Coster (SA) bl A 
Temesvarf (Hun) 7-6. 6-2: S Appeftnans 
fflei) di P Langwa (Cz) 6-1. 4* 6-4; N 
Dechy (Fr) bl V Caurgo (Hun) 7-5. 63: J 
Kroger (SA) bt R Kim Kis (Hunt 63. 6V 
Second round; E Wagner (Get) bt R 
Zrubahova (Cz) 66. 64. 63: Fuss bt C 
Cnstea (Rom) 3-6; 62. 6-4; C Torrerts 
Valero (Sp) bt S Dopier (Austria) 63: 62 
JAKARTA: women's to urnam ent: first 
round: L Andnyanl (todo) bl J Taylor (Aus) 
B-4. 7-5; N Feber (Bel) br T Tanasugam 
(Thai) 7-6. 61, A Dechaurne-BaSen* (ft) W 
Mi-Ra Jeon (S Kor) 64. 61; G Hetgosorv 
Nelsen (US) bt Kim Eut-HajS Kor) 67.7-6. 

63. Y Hosota (Japan) bt AStwood (Aus) 6 

2, 66,6-3: R HtraM (Japan) br M Tu (US) 6 
4.1-6. 63: K-A Guse (Aus) bt M Wyaucrt 
(Japan) 7-5. 62: N Sawsrnatsu (Japan) bt 
C Morartu (US) 64). 3-6. 64 
BOURNEMOUTH: Spring satoflte tourna¬ 
ment (GB irtass stated) Men: First round: 
N Weal bt P Wee! 63. 63: A Stratanl 
tSw» 2 l bt C Auttrav (Fr) 60. 63; J Chawtn 
(Pi) bt MLaafrl. 2-6,6-«: VSnyman (SA) W 
I Bates 63, 6-4; I Neumulier (Austna) bl P 
Langvardt (Dai) 7-6.62 R Lavergne (Fr) bt 
N Gould 62.7-6. C Bencher bt □ Sapsiord 

64. 4-6. 61: J weinzert (Gar) bl D FkxUi 
(US) 7-5 rec R GAben (Fr) bt T Spreks (Geri 
61,64; A BelotxaJcfc (Aus) bt A Goniatez 
(Sp) 6-4.6-2: L Mngan bl D Kiemaii 61.6 
0. women: First iound: J Lufrove (Russ) bt 
D van da Zands (Bel) 62, 6-4; B Auer 
(Austria! br E Jeffs 64. 67. 63; D 
Mueoofino (Arm u c Coombs 61, 6ft L 
AH W L Feta's 62. 7-6; J PuUn bt H Frei 

6- 3, 6 -a A WairwtTUW bt J Osmai 60,62: 
LOgan btTKing (TCI 60.62CTaytorbtC 
Kremer (Garj 64 .3-6.63. Second round: 
D Vandezande (Bel) bt A Janes 6-4. 6-4. J 
Ward te A Schartgcfmerr (.Gar) 6- 2. 62: (. 
Woodrofle bt P Russcg a er (Aiiana) 62 .6 
3: NTitoJen (HoB) bt Auer 60. 61. AH bt 
Mu 3 cqtmo 6 l 6 -J. S ferfdaU bt LLatent* 6 
4.64. 


ODENSC: Dunlop BaopBantoaAi cham- 
pionships: Rrsf qua&i ig round: Man: 
Pool A: England 3 Wales 1; Sweden 4 
Germany 0 Pod Eh ScdtaM 4 Spam ft 
France 3 Finland 1, Pod & Holland 4 
0 Pod D: Denmark 4 Czech 
: 0. Pod E: Ireland 4 Portugal ft. 
1 4 Iceland 0 Pool F: Italy 4 Hungary 
ft Srilznriand 4 Luxembourg ft Women: 

Pool A: England 3 Scotland ft France 3 

□anmaik a PoolB: Germany 3 SwtzKrtand 
ft. HoUand 3 Finland ft Pod C; Ireland 3 


POOLS DIVIDENDS 


LiTTlEWOODS: Trefala chencro 24pts 
E2S15ft 23 t1320 (two drodamfe orty). 
Pot* draws E3 IS Ten homes: C1.6ES. 
Hveawa ya (paid on tour)’ 036.35. 
ZETTCRS: Treble chance: 24019 S33.W. 
23 £ 1.50 (two dvidenda OriM. Four draws 
£4.00. Eght hemes: E34 60 Four aways 
(pad on three): £10 00. Lucky numbers: 16 
Sl22913p 
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FOOTBALL 
Kick-off 7 30 iflUass dated 
European Cup Winners' Cup 
Semi-finals, second legs 
rtorentfna (IJ v Barcelona (1) (745) .... 
Liverpool (0) v Pans Saint-German (3) 
FA Carling Premiership 
Tottenham v Mddtesbrough (7.45) .... 
Nationwide League 
Second division 

Watiord v OiesterfleW (7 45) . 

VauxhaU Conference 

Fambotough v WoUng (7.45) . 

OR MARTENS LEAGUE: Premier dviaion: 
■Stouccsier v Athereione 
UNGBOND LEAGUE Ptemfar dvfaton: Bos¬ 
ton v Spennymoor Cotoyn Bay v Marine 
First efivtsion: Ashton Unried v Mattock Twm 
Prreadmts Cppc Final, tat leg: Runcorn v 
Btyto Spartans (7 45). 

K3S LEAGUE: Premier *vtekm. Enfield v 
Dagenham and Redbndge (7.45): Ftehn v 
Sutton United. Second cMMxr Cftsffanr SI 
PetsrvBansiead FuBmemboaCup:Sarrt- 
finsl replay: Aytosbury v Yearfing 
PONWS LEAGUE p.Cfr Rrat dnm: 
Ldcestat City v Huckterafletd Town Second 
dMston: Grimsby v York: Mansfield v 
Burnley 

FAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE: 
Premier d wtoton: Shamrock v Bohemians 
17.45) 

WINSTONLEAD KBIT LEAGUE: First * 
vision: Beckanham v CrockanhA; Canfatfauy 
v Shsppey. Slade Green v Heme Bay. 
SCHEWFDC DIRECT LEAGUE Pramlsr 
drvfdon: Bri&finotcn v Mangotsfefcl Bngtol 
Manor Fnmi v ttvarton 
MINERVA SOUTH MIDLANDS LEAGUE 
Premier dvislon: aggJeswade v Hod- 
dasdon: Welwyn Garden v BucMncrfuan 
AteteSc 

ENDStEJGH MIDLAND COMBINATION: 
Pramiar rSvtswn: Staley v Mr* Ka. 
HELLENIC LEAGUE: Premier dhroian: 
Canertt n v Ttil ey: Abingdon Unried v 
LamboumSporfi. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE: Chsfi- 
enge Cup final: Newcastle Town v Trahan 


JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE: Premier 
cfivlaton: Buy Town v Harwich and 
Paff- estor. Dss w FeXxstnm P and T 
FA WOMBTS PREMIER LEAGUE: Nat¬ 
ional division: Wtambfey Lades v 
Southampton Sants (at Harwell Town FC. 
7.45). 

FA YOUTH CUP: Final. Brat leg: Leeds v 
Crystal Peiaco (at Band Road). 

CRICKET 
Britannic Assurance 
county championship 
T f .0. second day ol tour 
104 owers minimum 

CHELMSFORD: Esses v Hampshire 
CA RDIFF : Glamorgan v Warwickshire 
CANTERBURY: Kent ir Derbyshire 
OLD THAFF ORD: Lancashire v Durham 
LEICESTER- Leicestershire v 
Gloucestershire 

TRENT BRIDGE: Nottinghamshire v 
Worcestershire 

THE OVAL' Surrey v Somerset 
HOVE: Susaax v Northamptonshire 
Urriverelty matehes 
1130. second day ol three 
FENNER'S: Cambridge University v 
Middlesex 

THE PARKS: Oxford University v 
Yorkshire # 

SECOND XI CHAMPIONSWP (SQcamhT- 
day of three): Uxbridge CCc Mddteat v- 
NottinghaiTfiNre. Taurtorv Someraei v. 
Sussex. Worcester Warcestsshie » 
Lacustashlre. 

RUGBY UNION 
Welsh League 
Second division 

South Wales Pofce v Llandovery (7 0). 
OTHER SPORT 

SNOOKER: Embassy world champxin- 
shos (at Sheffield} 

TABLE TENNIS: World champtonsrtps (at 
Manchester) 
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Racing 

BHB told to 
tighten belt 
to qualify for 
extra funds 

Bv Richard Evans, racing correspondent 

E* gS ? 11 

effectively ordered by “e Sue El- 

Board to cut nut finarS !”3' managing director of Uni- 
if ted^ Racecourses, spelt out her 


H 






P fc * r tr. 




• : • C w .; -*<iA*«**£ 


waste if the sport is to have 
extra prize-money. 

Racing's paymasters prom¬ 
ised to increase their prize-¬ 
money contribution in 1998-9 
by £500.000 to £29 million — 
but only if the BHB tackles the 
costly duplication of television 
coverage on racecourses in¬ 
volving RaceTech and SIS. 

The ultimatum comes as the 
Levy Board braces itself for an 
expected £5 million cut in 
income next year because of a 
change in the way levy paid by 
big bookmakers is calculated. 

"Faced with the likely £5 
million fall in 1998-9 income, 
the board is planning cuts in 
other heads of expenditure. 
The increased prize-money 
grant is dependent largely 
upon the BHB cutting the cost 
of integrity services and reduc¬ 
ing the costly duplication of 
television coverage in which 


Nap: TEOF1LIO 
(3.40 Beverley) 
Next best: Cathedral 
(2.10 Beverley) 


RaceTech provide video for 
the stewards while SIS pro¬ 
duce pictures primarily for use 
in betting offices,’' the board 
said in a statement 

RaceTech. which is owned 
by the BHB and employs 150 
people, provides footage for 
stewards from cameras which 
operate alongside those of SIS. 
The cost of duplication is 
considerable and the BHB is 
likely to seek a joint venture 
between the two companies 
which could contribute to sav¬ 
ings of about £3 million over 
the next two year?. 

The buildup for the 
Vodafone Derby got under¬ 
way at Epsom yesterday — 
with the most important ac¬ 
tion taking place off the race¬ 
course which will stage the 
world’s most important Flat 
race on June 7. 

On the track, only three 
runners turned out for the 
Blue Riband Trial Stakes and 
although Paiio Sky. theodd*on 
winner, is destined to run in a 


recipe for trying to attract 
crowds hack to the Derby. 

“You don’t have to be a 
radng expert to enjoy the 
Derby. We want it to" be a 
national day out; a party on 
the Downs and an event 
which everyone can come to. It 
is the people's event and one of 
the themes is to give the Hill 
hack to the people and try to 
recreate the spirit we had 
before." she said. 

A catchy Epsom "conga." 
written to create a Derby 
anthem, will be broadcast on 
radio and backed up by poster 
and press advertising. Specta¬ 
tors on die Hill will be able to 
watch racing from the rails for 
the first time in years. 

However, the main concern 
faring Epsom's officials yes¬ 
terday was the disclosure that 
Vodafone is unlikely to renew 
its sponsorship of rhe Derby 
unless the television audience 
for the classic is around five 
million. “We are not threaten¬ 
ing United Racecourses in any 
way. We would be very happy 
to continue with this sponsor¬ 
ship if it is successful this 
year," Terry Bar-wick. Voda¬ 
fone’s director of corporate 
affairs, said. 

If success hinges on attract¬ 
ing such a large television 
audience, the chances of re¬ 
newal are slim. "We will not 
make a decision until after the 
Derby," Barwick added. 

Gay Keileway hoped JasT 
year that Musheer, third to 
Bahhare in the Champagne 
Stakes, might develop into a 
classic horse. Imagine her 
disappointment when the 
horse's owners decided over 
the weekend to move the colt 
to another yard. 

However, the bubbly train¬ 
er gained some compensation 
when Major Change won the 
City and Suburban Stakes. 
The victory was the first leg of | 
a 287-1 treble for Kieren 
Fallon, completed by Supply 
And Demand and La Modiste. 

Frankie Dettori was not so 
fortunate. He was unseated by 
Move With Edes in the con¬ 
cluding Warren Limited 
Stakes and suffered mild con¬ 
cussion. He was srood down 
for today and tomorrow. 




Corket; /eft, is about to fall at the last, leaving Noyan and Williamson to collect the Heineken Gold Cup 

Countries united by racing as 
English raider lifts Gold Cup 


I t will surprise a few to 
learn that the second day 
of the Punchestown Fes¬ 
tival passed off without inci¬ 
dent or an irrevocable 
severing of Anglo-Irish rela¬ 
tions. True, there were a few 
pickpockets about and ladies 
were warned to hike care of 
their handbags with (he hand 
not used to rescue their hats 
from a persistent wind. But. 
on the whole. English still 
talked to Irish, the Irish 
talked back and if the com¬ 
mon subject was the horse, 
trivia] enough when com¬ 
pared with the menace of the 
IRA and the future of North¬ 
ern Ireland, the shared plea¬ 
sure in racing could be felt in 
every comer of Punch estown. 

I only mention this because 
an article appeared yesterday 
morning in an English tab¬ 
loid newspaper calling, only a 
little facetiously, for all Irish 
horses, jockeys and trainers 
to be banned from the Chel¬ 
tenham Festival as a reprisal 
against the IRA for its cam¬ 
paign of bombing and dis¬ 
ruption on the mainland. 

Apartheid had been 
brought to its knees by sport¬ 
ing isolation, the argument 
went, so why not the IRA? 
Nothing to do with trade; 
commerce, the economy or 
anything trivial; Nelson 
Mandela was lifted to power 
by the refusal of England to 


Andrew Longraore on the friendly rivalry 
that pervades the Punchestown Festival 


play cricket or rugby against 
South Africa, which is as 
disingenuous as the belief 
that a ban on Irishness at an 
English racecourse will some¬ 
how succeed where genera¬ 
tions of politicians have 
foiled. 

Sports journalists are con¬ 
stantly in danger of elevating 
sport to a significance way 
beyond reality. England and 
Ireland, north and south, 
need as much common 
ground as they can get Rac¬ 
ing is a trifling cause for joy. a 
pastime pursued by both 
peoples through a century of 
troubles. And there is no 
better symbol of unity than 
the Punchestown Festival. 

If any proof were needed of 
the common ground, it came 
in the Heineken Gold Cup. 
the big race of the day. which 
was won by an English horse, 
trained by a Yorkshire-based 
Irishman, ridden by an Irish¬ 
man and owned by a Scot 
Just for good measure, 
Noyan has French and Cana¬ 
dian blood, though a few 
years ago winning a selling 
race was about the height of 
his ambitions. 

“He was completely barmy 
for a while," Hal McGhie. his 


owner, said. “The fust time he 
raced he was awash with 
sweat. He look ages to settle." 
Two trainers tried to tame die 
volatile temperament before 
Richard Fahey finally extract¬ 
ed the talent lying deep 
within the chestnut gelding. 

Fahey began riding in his 
native Ireland before he 
moved to England, married 
Leila, the daughter of Peter 
Easterby. and set up training 
headquarters in MaJton three 
years ago. He now has 35 
horses, but Noyan is one of 
only five he runs over the 
jumps. 

Yesterday was the biggest 
pay-day of his career, though 
nothing compared to the 
winnings of the owner, who 
doubled his first prize of 
£37.200 by putting £6.000 on 
his horse at 6-1 and was 
worried about how he might 
ship the money back to 
Scotland. 

McGhie claims an Irish¬ 
man’s luck with his horses. 
He only bought Noyan 
because the original bidder 
could not slump up the 
money. His luck held again 
yesterday when Corket a 
stride or two behind the 
winner at the last took a 


nasty fall and hurled Trevor 
Hurgan face down onto die 
Punchestown turf. 

Horgan was taken to hospi¬ 
tal. suffering from concussion 
and a lorn shoulder. Noyan. 
under the expert guidance of 
Norman Williamson, strode 
on to win by 15 lengths from 
BobbyJo. 

For McGhie. victory 
brought back memories of the 
day 33 years before when he 
had watched on television at 
the family home in Lockerbie 
as his father’s horse, Magic 
Court had won the Champi¬ 
on Hurdle. His father was a 
blacksmith, who also ran a 
milk business. “But his whole 
life was horses." A suitable 
description of half the crowd 
at Punchestown. as it hap¬ 
pens. for English no less than 
Irish. 

The chatter yesterday night 
as the racecourse emptied 
was of the future, of Istabraq. 
easy winner of the Champion 
Novices’ Hurdle and, say 
wise men. a certainty for the 
Champion Hurdle next year, 
and of Robert Thornton, a 
champion jockey in the 
making. 

“An unbelievable kid." 
David Nicholson said after 
the 18-ycar-old's double. And 
English from top to toe. 
which will make him eligible 
for Cheltenham next 
springtime. 


THUNDERER 

2.00 Master Kit 2.30 Young Kenny. 3.00 Grouse-N- 
Heather. 3.30 Eden Dancer. 4.00 Tideb rook. 4.30 
Mister Ross. 

Carl Evans: 2.00 Ensign Ewart. 

GOING: GOOD ___!!! 

2.00 PEHTH HUKT BALHAKBLLY CHALLENGE CUP 
HUNTERS CHASE {Amaleurs: £2.388:3m) (14 runners) 



3.30 MURRAYSHALL HOTEL SELLING HURDLE 

(£2,906: 2m 110yd) (21) 

1 3300 EDEN DANCER 135 (CD.F) 14 Roister 5-12-0. P KM 97 

2 330 BOOKPUBUC77 (DF*) P CtesOraugh 10-12-0 ASSrtlh - 

3 3ARP TASORSf 125 d3£Df.$)J Bum 7-12-0 . MUstony - 

4 30» HAGEKSLAD981 (F) l> Criw 9-11-7 LWwrr - 

5 3448 HOMOS 13)0 5 Uw>e 6-11-7. J Catalan ® 

6 P300 ANLACE 7 rVjbj.G) S Meta B-ll-2 Chib Wefib (Si 7S 

r 1-30 MONKEY WENCH 34 (F) Mrs J taxSrite 6-11-2 BShwr 01 

8 BALIOCHANLINN I0B3F CPanai 5-tf-fl - OPMta - 

9 (POO DARKHONEGHT 128Dland0-11-0 . - J&«to61 

10 650- MEDIA EXPRESS 58F Ms lSbttnb-11 -0 . BGarrtdjr 97 

11 Pm NKE WES 26 J B«W 6-11-0.LOTtm - 

ir 3000 SECONDS AWAY 24F J Grid* 6-11-0 . GW* 89 

13 003P YARBOROUGH LAD 34 M Boikm 8-11-0 P Carbary 62 

14 SGUO All'S PWDE 24 P Worst* 6-10-9.T Jerks 80 

15 -3PB CKARUSTWW ISA J Ptads 6-70-9.. .. S Metros* - 

16 -006 COM LEATHART 24 Ms L Plata 6-1D-9-Dtefriey - 

V P DWIUCHA 14Jh»*»5-104 . .Lecsalong - 

IS 000 DE-VEffiS CURRIE 24 0 Mott* 5-10-9 DJDcM 80 

« 6PP0 SttOIBJSt265-10-9 . . TttJipIflF - 

20 P6/ SU5EUA 53SF J Jeltaon 6-10-9 E teta&ar (3} - 

21 Q Y0UHG SEMB1 72 J Mam V'0-9.jR*Wn - 

3-1 Eden Dancer. 7-2 Mores. 8-1 kiaa. 10-1 Going fttte. Cfo/fcKoni IM 
Tasted. Monte* Wench. 16-1 W- 


4.00 TOTE CREDIT MAIDEN CHASE <£3.655 2m) (11) 


FONTWELL PARK 

THUNDERER 

2.20 Galatasori Jane. 2.50 Keep It Zipped. 3.20 
Pawley Flyer. 3.50 Uluru.4.20 Toomuch Toosoon. 
4.50 He Knows The Rules. 


GOING: GOOD TO FIRM 


3.50 RAPIDE MORTGAGE SEHVICES & CORN HILL 
LIFE HANDICAP HURDLE (£3,655:3m 30 (8) 

1 2832 M4MWAV PETE 29 ff.6) M flpe 7-11-10. DtoMsft 

2 2450 KARAR 44 (CJ £51 R Row 7-10-10 . D(TSi*wn 

3 5LIPU GNUS A CALI 35 |C,S) J Oitad 7-10-7 . .. . L Asj*l (3) 

14 55Pfi ULURU 22(F.G| C Mortoc*9-10-2 .. JRKmreagh 

& PUPP UORXMG BLUSH 225 (F.G) P Mcfeofc 7-10-1 . B Fatal 

6 2122 ST VILE 26 (CJJBF/.C.Slfi Butt* 11-104. BPmw* 

7 2301 SNOWBOARD 36 (FS) Mr, U Jones 8- UM> D Byrne 

8 TAPA MCA THE 0BEAHB?14 (FJELS) W CM Timer IMM 


2.20 

NOVICES 

1 6210 

2 6142 

3 AFP2 

4 tJM) 

5 0P53 

6 04 

7 00-P 
b 655P 

WWjmI 


RAPIDE MORTGAGE SBWICES AND FIN BAR 
HURDLE (£2,364: 2m 61110yd) 18 runners) 

GALA!ASCF1 JAIYf 49 (0.7) P NiCJwte 7-JI-7 L Cummins (7) 
DRUM BATTLE 31 (F) W G M Tuna 6-11-6 J PM» (7) 
COUNTRY KEEPER 24 8 ByaJr 911-0 ... GUnon 

HONEST DAVE 96 B Peace 7-11-0 .. K Grade 

NQRKC SPREE 26 (V)C l Moort 5-11-0- . PHofiey 
PTIMWY 45 Cl Giec« 7-11-0 JHlCwanacfi 

SOUJEfi-fl 7 RCim; 7-lt-O - DUorio 

EWARBOLD 14FlB>)Umng»P^rw*)4-10-7 DSta8B>(7) 
Jane. 5-J Dcun MU*. M-4 Nonfe Sqrec. 7-1 awn. 


1 P 

2 5234 

3 -004 
A 23U4 

5 OOP 

6 0-FP 

7 FF23 
B P/PA 

9 4/5 

10 PA2A 

11 PfVP 
9-4 Nunn. 


APOLLOCOLOSSO89JAdOT7-11-7 - 

COOL WEATHER 17 (B) P CncebrougP 9-11-7 A S Sr*i 90 
HGHU000 5Q17-117 . . T Itaphy 71 

RQ0RAN31 A WhUtefc 6-11-7 ■ - - - B SWW ffi 

REGAL D0MAW 143 Wi l MSRhail 6-11-7 K Johnson - 
ROYAL OAAIhER 26 M >oJ*rle> 7-11-7 P Cartor* - 
SAXDNMEAD1 (B1P HoBt*. 7-l1-<_ . B lomey 71 

SIPERMARPK TO B Mac*agga«1 11-11-7 . L Wya - 

TOEBRQ0R79K&i!cy 7-11-7 . . . " 

WWTW00KEY 30 U tatarM 7-11-2. C McCoreue* (7) 98 
SMART(N SUE 7 Mm l Rurse'l 8-11-2. . _ TRcea - 

7-2 5-1 S am Mead 7-1 NwihooUr. 8-» «w- 



h- 10-12. - os 

5-10-12-" 

i l*t> 7-10-12 .: 

i-10-7. ...TRew 

DO RM C CATHSWOOD LTD LITTLE BAY 
WCAP CHASE (£6,721: 2m) (6) ^ 

18JS POrmCAL 7PWEH 5 (Otf AS> HfW .l 1 ; 11 ' 13 l£S2 90 
3111 WWStBY ^10 24 IW) P luS^r-l 1-1 CUB Wet® 15) M 


1 11-Z 

2 -301 

3 3225 

4 1541 

5 6520 

6 FS3- 
T -45< 

8 3562 

9 5216 

10 JPO- 

11 6445 

12 2153 

13 2152 

9-4 Mtter Rms. 4-1 L«4*ea 5-1 tetah. 6-1 Stutama 7-( F«i Tarwr. 8-r 
tJuut»r IH Dar*r- 6«» '-- 1 « na '-_ 

BLINKERED RRST TIME; Penh: 230 Persian Grange 4 00 
Royal Banker 


itky 7-11-10 PWven 90 
Sen G Tomwy 94 

Hd 6-11-6 F Leahy 13] 95 
11-5. P Carbeny @ 
11^ ft Ganffly 92 

til Iran 6-11-4 AS SmBi 90 
JU C UiComack (7) B8 
B-ll-I R McGraBi (5) - 
114 B Sltey 80 

town 7-10-12 LW»a - 
9-10-7 D Parta 96 
5-10-7 ECaftdfcwOl » 
B 5-10-41* C Barer pi 91 


2.50 RAPIDE MORTGAGE SERVICES NOVICES 
CHASE (£3.059.3m 21110yd) (3) 

1 2212 0ECYBDRS 9 IFj M Pipe 6-12-0 . CMafe 

2 4E2P 4EEP IT ZPPED 66 (9,C0J,G,S) Ll Sttnou} 7-11-8 

JAMcCatqr 

3 0202 GABOT4AL GAYLE 36 R Ate 7-11-2 J R Kavmatfi 

5-4 Dentag. 6-4 ro? a Zipped 7-2 Caifrai tevte 


3.20 STREBEL BOILERS AND RADIATORS 
HANDICAP HURDLE SERIES 

(Qualifier £2,322- 2m 61110yd) (4) 

1 6115 BORN 10 PLEASE 9 (F) P HcMs 5-11-10 . U A Fima* 

2 3423 fAWLFl'FlYra31(8f/.6S)W6MJwerB li-6 JPww/7) 

3 0662 SCUD MiSSlll 24 (F.G) J Paine 6-11-5 - * 

4 5550 AD9.0V 12 J Bndpei 5-10-6 L Aspd (3) 

6 4 fMtj Mya. 7-4 Bom la Pluv 7-2 Sad Mbuk 10-1 ArSiar 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

FONTWELL PARR Tfamerar P Nidnn. 9 wrier. Iran aS^nmers. 
Sfcift; B Ate. 13 Aon 46. 2BJJV M Ftaft 19 Awn 70. 37.lV 0 
Sftetwwa 4 Iran 17.235V PHoUii. 12 tan 53.22 6V R Buc*ia 
12 tan 54. 222% Jockeys. P Herfw 6 •uwi'j 6wn 23 wl«. 
261V J Cdloly. 5 tom 21. 23^«. C Stole. 5 Iran 28. I7 9V D 
Monii. 15 tom 96. 156V; M Rlcto*. 10 Don 76. 132Y D 
G&itliwn. 13 Tram 104.1251 

PERTH Trainers; S Meta. 4 am I mm 7 rarer*. 57IV. P 
HOWE, 11 Iran 12. MOV Mil M Rwefcy. A 

Barley 12 tan 33. 364V. P BeMiwn. 7 tan 23. 30 4V M 
Hammond 20 tan 85. 215V Jockty s Ore WeB>. 4 »n»! ten 
6 mfe. E67%. G Itnrey. 3 tom 6. MiOV P Ntwi. 25 ban B2. 
303V, R Gannry. 8 ten 39. 20 5V P Canal. 6 bom 33.187V 


8 F4P4 MCATHfl 


2-1 Sno# Board. 9-4 Rtrawy Pefci 5-1 9 VJlf. 7-1 Krar. Uknr 8 1 Emus A 
Call. lM emen 

4.20 GEORGE GALE & CO HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.043; 2m 21) (6) 

1 2115 MIU. 01HE RAGS 149 (F.Gl Hi 0 Itoc 6-1M0.. JFTttry 

2 6002 T00NUCH TOOSOON 12 (F^J P Nntals 9-11-1 . B Fatal 

J 2341 FiCHJ31 lf£t Mn L tends 9-10-6 . .. UBWianB 

4 rsK BEACH BUM 33PIG1 Mr. J Yanq 11-10-3 .. G UpKW 

5 033F BLA2R MORtiHLE 30 ffll.G) P R#»cre e-lti-2.-5ta 

6 36 Z> UPWARD SURGE 26 (F) ft late 7-10-0 MrsNLedpr 
9-4 ua othe ftrgs 11-4 From. 7-2 TfomueJi Tfloaxm 5-1 BU.-« Monmere 8-1 
BeacJi Ban. 12-1 Ltead Surge. 


4.50 RMS AND TCR MAIDEN HURDLE 

(£2.485.2m 21110yd) 02) 

1 040 CALDfiBBOOK 61 J CA«J 6-11-6 - . L AspeS p) 

2 P03F FULL OF TRICKS 14 J B*Jbh 9-11-6 .. DMare 

i P4 GLOBAL DANCER 15 L Wuh 6-11-6 .... U WOanfc 

4 P^8 HE KNOWS D£ RULES35 (1 Bate 5-11-6. Bftmel 

5 PHD LORD LOVE 14 P Cnamnjs 5-11-6 - JCifloy 

£ P222 MJllWJDfl H 8 Araf 6-ii-6> . . DO'Sttaas 

7 5450 SWAN STREET 33 C Mmn6-11-6 4Ua**(3l 

8 OOP ELLY’S DREAM 73 P FSIdiefc 6-11-1 .. — SF» 

9 -RRfl W01AN CRCWN 15B (B) N Tharucin 7-11-1 .. SBaragi 

10 P4 OSOUGHT5 GfT ?1 M Campon 5-11-1 . VYMcFartand 

ri P WOMAN FROM 7£li 37 Mr l ftenads 7-11-1.. CMaude 
12 5353 VEROMCA FRANCO 14 8 Peaw 4-10-9 PHenteypi 

3-1 Uuitma 6-1 S*»» Sreei '1bok* Proto. He SnoK II* B*s. 8-1 
LjideUa* 10-1 Ftbl 01 Trick. Lord tm. 12-1 oner. 


Big-race details 

Punchestown 

Going; goM 

2.40 41 ncfel 1. Istabraq (C Swan 4-11 l«rt 2. Sotdat (13-21; 3. 

bam Bow dfrlr 0 ran 9. >.l A P OBnan Ll 50; El JO. 
El 70. E2 80 DF E4 20 CSF E382 

3 15f3m)»chj 1. Noyan |N WiXtoeov 13-2P 2 . Bcod^o ( 20-1 j. X 
WoocMIe SM« (M|. 4. Till Hie Nppct (12-lj Papiiion 4-1 Id-. 16 
rwi 151. a R Faney ai Mahon Tola E660: £2 0 l>. £8 40. El 60 
£310 DF £161 90 Tno ERS030 CSF-£12589 Tncasl £887 00 
3.45 On Mfcl i. Ltey Daisy lA O'Shea. 13-1]; 2. Shankar |S-2 Lwi. 
3. 3 Stoatt? Truckor IS-li 10 ran 41. 41 A Moire Tote- (27 80. 
E4 50. £1 60. C 40 DF £62 60 Tno- £277 50 CSF £4422 Trteasr. 
C16S87 


RESULTS FROM YESTERDAr S THREE MEETINGS 




JTc4*:tl60 OF C1-20 

SffsarV'BS'ares 

{a 30 16. TneasL E6.873 

S~ggl 

Oucn. 3-1 ran 5 nt NtotaP 
oyfESo n’t*, am csf- 

£4«. 

'4 


4.40 (1m 114yd) 1.LA MODISTE lK Fafco. 
7-1). 2. Purchasaig Power (Pffl Eddery. 
100-30 tm): 3. Master M-E-N (V Siaftcry. 
12-11 ALSO RAH. 9 2 Fmn Olanoo. 7 Hoh 
Flyer. 9 Balance Ot Power. FYot/d Mac*, 10 
Kmgertp Boy l6th), Ri*ntajaioo5. 12 Law 
Danes*. Soety T«n J«J, 25 Riqtny Ho. 33 
Laquna Bay (6<h) 13 fan NR MOvt- With 
Edes 1H 2'!-). nk. r*. Mos G 
Kcntoway al Whflwmto Tele Eli SO. 
£4 10 1160. £4.00 Df £2240 Ti« 
£20020 CSF £31 39 
Jackpot not won (pool erf £3,919-96 
crimed forward » Beverley today}. 
Placepot £341.40. Ouadpot E43to. 

Catterick Bridge 

Gong: good [good lo liim in pAxcsl 
2.00 151 212yd) 1. Johaym (J McAulpy. 
9-21. 2. Mifealmfi (UHj. 3. Ivor s Dued 
(lr>lj Grand Chapeau 7-4 l.-nr 14 ran Hd. 
Ilk J GoW» Tote CS ifr. £330. £4 70 
£4.00 OF £48 SO Tno. £21160 GSf 
£53 13 

£30 (51) 1. Rash O Or (G Puri«n. 1MI. 2. 
Hopehjiy iS-4lav):3. Muedulcv (3-11 Bur 


Sn hd. 41 MW Easwtry Tolc C13S0: 
£360. £110. £140 Df £1040 CSF 
C9.(C Bought In «^00grn 
3.00 [1m 31214yd) 1. BaflpoinUA CuHwne, 
M-Tj. 2. Hasia La Vi&to (3-2 )(-(»). 3. 
T'ssjfs? (6-11 SummertHl Spheral 9-2 P 
IM 10 ran 4>l. '-1 G Moore. JP»; U7 50. 
£880. Cl 80. £1 30 DF: £100.70 Tno 
£JS6 00 CSF E7J43 Tnu&l £390.00 
3Jd |lm 31214yd) 1. hran Lu« IM Rct^ii 
&J- Our Newnarta Corraspondert's 
napi 2 htsppyM«iJjjl(F-1). 3.Mi9vd 15-6 
few) 3 ran K-l £l M Boll Tote £2 TO &F 
£4.70 CSF £6.37 

4H0 |5h }, BnrtaJ Fanlasy ffl Lappn. 9-4 
lav). 2. BalMnniD [6-lj. 3. TVAor's Surprise 
J14-1). IQ ran Shhd 41 JEyre Tcrfe C2.50-. 
£1.30. £2 50. £530 Dp £790. Ti«- 
£11790 CSF £1517 Tica*J C147 54 
4J0(7U l. SharpTnmper(M Hit.2-1 law): 
2. Se»d Chooe (1(H): 3. Comp-ntter 
(6-11 10 ran II. nt. B His Torir d 10. 
£1 10 CJ 20. C 40 DF £32 80 Trfi 
£6820 CSF £24 58 

5.00 (71) 1. Muecaians (M rfBs. IM). 3. 
Brave. Envoy (8-1) 3. Cerparrs (12- 

ii:< Absionc Cmeeri I13-D La Ocrfc* vsj 


u-2 (jv <6 fan. NR Who's TTsar AJan ?v. i. 
y,l B His Tale. £16 80. C210. £280. 
£340. Cl 60 DF £M.S0 Tno C27400 
CSF £10914. TnacL £1,128 73 
PbcepV £17620 
OuadpoL £1420 

Perth 

Going: good 

Z2012m 411 luyd rdlt) 1. Pontiends Flyar 
rP CatffiV, 7-4 Urv). t Mciuki (12-*i. 3. 
SavXi Mead (11-D 12 ran 51, 6 J 
JrfyKOT Tote £2 60. £1.40. ££80 £140 
DF. £1760 Tno £.1670 CSF: £2027 
2.50 iarn 110yd hdoj I.Tawafij (R Ganttty. 
7-1 j; 2. EWd Slalanert (3-1 lav): 3. 
$wandaie Flytr (14-1) 17 ran NR- Prime 
Einrrpto 1*1. i'ii M Hawmjnd Tow 
£5 SO. Cl 70 ci 70. C.90- DF' C640 Tna 
£6 7 70 CSF £24.33 

320 (3m Ch) 1. Colonel In Ctterf (P 
CaiUenY. 15-8 jl-tavj; 2. Me Later 
(ll-tj 3. River Unsfwn (12-1) CTiopw^ 
Curtans 15-8 |1-lav 111 11 ran M 1V4. la 
ftfcfwds foil? 13 00. El 10. £2 10. £250 
DF £1200 Tno £64 00 CSF- £21 21 


SPORT 45 


BEVERLEY 


THUNDERER 

2.10 Cathedral 3,40 Gharib 

2.40 Double Goa 4..G Classic Beauty 

3.10 HEN HARRIER (nap) 4.40 Ajayib 

"Pie Times Privaie Handicapper's top rating; 3.10 HEN HARRIER. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 3, ID Tough Leader. 3.40 TeofiBo. 4.40 
DREAM OF NURMI (nap). 

GUIDE TO OUR RACECARD 

1(53 ,;:i WK32 GOOD iTULS 74 [C0,Bf.F.G.S| (Ur; 0 Ret'ran, 0 HsU 9-10-0 B WftSf (4| 88 

teasaC rratar^ In* Sn-fijat tourw rd ditame nne BF —beafen 

a 'J-'ii-M up , JLr “ l! 5 w bvourjteinLJwraff) Cong»*I»£)1 huiM)as 

— fc-w »» 6—-JippMuB R- a ,, lJi f 

retecetL D - S'AuUeJi tea*. n>>. wF-te rpMHntte G — gont 
i-ntf OS ; ,i jtfTK. r tW ,B - 5 — 'JC gox JB SOU tear,) Owe «!*»**& 

bunterj V — .-Mi H — riad S - JwAieM. Irarei AqejndntigM. Riilrr [*r. ffli'aOcwance. 

C — nrr» tire- D--tsaiTr r.ema CI 1 — In? Tlrac.ftrci)f HwJjcapB'Sianj 


GONG. GOOD TO FIRTWl 
TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


DRAW: 5F. HIGH NUMBERS BEST 
SIS 


2.10 


I U FULFORD MAIDEN STAKES (E3.741 51) (14 runneis) 

ii 5-S403 UASATOE GAP 3 tur, A Smsm lit Lumi 4-3 tc Amanda Saretas (5) 68 

AT LARGE C Hir-jn) J Fanmair J-9-0 . D Hvcsn - 

i-f: 4 CALWUDGEfiUEairH^aicrMlKdyjlGLJrre J-M Padtetny 93 

.ir. 3-2 CATV4DAAL 24 (BFl iMrrel Vatlrv I bredij B Sfc*an 3-9-0 Pal Eddery S 

55 CCd.y.'Ar nfJT 13 fl twafli J ft'SH 3-9-0 G Dated B6 

-‘si 0 HYK SUPEPJOR 7 (R Ca.| t 3-W . . DWnola - 

'"I 2A20-22 LVm£BOtH IS ,Ciicte.'cn Zmd aoti J teny 3-44 _ - 94 


1^ !E. STAS W THr RGAD 13 (Ur. J GMdrorl J Can >Wi A Curare 70 

it-3 .4t 30- »KTU 170 J5 Mi »aew lU'.SKJIj.8-9 . . . UHoteas. - 

va 5- 23-3 ASCHfLLD 13 ;F tJrj 0 OuJiay; 3-6-9 . BPatai(51 S7 

-.11 ■!> C55- DABCtPH 164 iC Sny: H CaSrapijge j-5-3 .. JJ fauna 81 

“J 0 HEVER GDLf AfJufi. 7 it 1 Cunr«n/JRt •* HtScn 1-3-9 JWUWJ - 

It; .= . 240-3 HOH DAKCER12 It .■-•cjm 1 M-9 . U rtfc E0 

114 0- LA 00YEM& 177 iU: J A^unxrii C Bali 3-8-9. . K Hodgson - 

KTTTK. 9-i Ta-erJ ’■! Uzr.iiSOK 5 l liM5 €-1 C-nsterBus 6-1 Hrti toca 10-1 CoJkt. ttt 

i:-: 

1P95 MAJOR DUALflY j-J D D Hsirxn r*3-o U.j J FiiLtaM 12 un 


FORM FOCUS 


CAUBnOGF9LUt 4 1 -! 4 TiqI 6^ Irtiiii ci 
raclc-i i* i: l«.' CATHEDRAL jL-^ii 

3 2r4 * t IS* h./. m jirlran m«1cu j: 

!.T1- %■:*., ■:! ,l: 4 la Li.t.i LIARllESOTC luj 
2i- o ') r-. -.co l-sst m rati-n o.u cwot a.-a 
tncrx pr: ■; :mi ARCHEU0 V?1 ?rC 


C0LWAY Rrn S’lr 5m ad STAR OF THE ROAD 
|-S> wx tl!j 61 Ui ARCHEUD 4! 2nd 0115 ID 
JHa.1 in nuasn mtt ctmc.t and dcUnce 19008 to 
trrrro 5ej 96 HUH DANCER UI 3rd ol 6 to Dsrt 
ilcb ;.i .Vyatii iTiarfiyi (51. aoal 10 tnrr) 
Seiecum MARYLEB0ME 


2.40 PANNELL CLAIMING STAKES 

i3-Y-0' £2,574 iml! 207yd) (9 limners) 

2jl 7, 62D-1K GODC FOR BROKE 59 (&) lOewunpci L Snur) P Kcijr? 6-13 


j:.’ 3. 0 lasiTBJOB 13 i»r.w,j£j£wS 13 . Jpsnpwesopj - 

r . WiOtW W1LDMWR29 iSra.>tene Ft*ongi J Bemoi B-' 3 . JArfd 84 

Xu .< 1 lt0-GD D0U5LE SOLD 1? fi f/ty (M Ldwafci b Listen M2 . Psa Edday BS 

:C5 iii QiWJO VflUSWP 14 r? nJionti J tent 8-11 .... - - - 

Ji, '2i FOREST SIGNAL (MBrataniMBiffldn 59.D Uemagh (7| - 

X; ,ii 154335 RLD FIBERS 17 (Gl U team C lw b-! . DRUc£ate 97 

S» ,S> 4W13 UAiaud)»rC &»tw Loitoi JH*WS10I)8-I .. .. N Kennedy SB 

2CJ (4; 600-030 MAR EMMA 17 lO f Incml 0 E lneia 8-0. . . ttn TwUa 93 

BETTINB- 7-2 Eoutlc Gad 4-1 Gam? Fa Site. 5-1 Wikknom Red Ember, 7-1 ttnteno. 8-1 Fact S*ya, 
S1£*3 *iVT WDpi 

1996: UDWTECreSTO 9-2 F lyncti i2-b tni 9 Guest 8 ran 


D Uemagh (7) - 

DRUtCabe 97 
. N Kennedy 96 
. KknlinUa 93 


FORM FOCUS 


GOING FOR BROKE 7V. 13iO ol 5 lo Urai Loteio vatanvUn Clm 100yd. PHI). MANLEH0 9^1 3rd 
n tendiap H Saifaefl |lm 3 AW) DOUBLE erf 7 to Roc* tJgnd Line to seta a Hamtai [1m 
GOLD 151 9Bi ol 12 to SteMnore Clear (l lanP- 65yd. soft) MAREIttlA 8WI 3rd ol B10 fata n 

cap M VAmd |1m. good to tom]. RED EMBERS NoHinqham hnteap lim 61. good to tom). 

2vl3idol lOioWea And Seam iBtohuprrfWoV- Setactar. GOOfS FOR BROKE 

3.10 GANT0N HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0: £4.581:71100yd) (7 runners). 

301 (3) 1-43231 HDMDRE MH MC66UY 26 (D33) IMr, C UrfhaTi E Alaon 9-7.. . K Fadon 94 

3D2 171 12350-1 HEN HARRER 7 (DF) (5* DvnR F*rgionj J Dudop 9-7 |3u). Pal Eddery £ 

303 (2| 43104- (MWA/F715 (F) (C4ar-tHtouml 6Kite9-5.Mrtfc 89 

304 |6] 24413- TOUGH LEADBt 292 (DJ) (A All) 0 Hvdnn 9-2.J Stack B5 


303 (?) 43104- KAWA/F715 (F) ((4ar-tttfauml 6HIAs9-5.MMs 89 

304 |6] 24413- TOUGH LEADBt 292 (DJ) (A All) 0 Hvdnn 9-2.J Stack B5 

XS (A) 140015- CAN CM LAW C70 (F) (A Rahreonl M Jr*nta> 8-9. JWaner 89 

306 (1) 211252 R€ WYAJOOTTE DM 13 ID G) (& Famkm) R HolteheaO M F Lynch (3) 91 

2B7 (6) 003-1 BOATS 13 (F) (Lr»0 tellbgM)) [1 Mflrty 8-8. ..M Fetal 96 

BETT1G: 7-4 tai Kanla 4-1 Noam Mr ttceguy. 9-2 Hnad. 5-1 Baals. 6-1 Can Can Lady. 10-1 Dm 
W jarxta* hi M l Tru^i leads 

1996. COYOTE BLUFF 8-11 J RM (13-2) P Cn«plr-Hyam 7 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


Steel neU In ll-nnns UnrfWdmardsi (67. good 
to film) Ai4 96 CAN CAN LADY bed SeM Star 


nantsi (67. good I herd m tew & 
bed SeM Star I Sdednr THE WY. 


1 mndap (1 m, tom) 
ITTE DM 


3.40 MOOflTDWN MAIDEN STAKES 
(£3.860:1m 100yd) (11 njrmers) 


401 (1) 00- MAHTMDALE 192 U Hanun) R Bastomn 4-9-12 .. _... H Bastonan p) - 

402 15) 40- BEGCARAT?D4(RBernard)BMctfW)3-8-12. -. PaelEddby 96 

403 fJ) BLUE ISLAND (E Carta) l Camcbefl 3-8-12 . . ..T G McUagtei - 

404 (10) 00-2 CRYSTAL GCBJD IS (M aM/Uloun) M StoUK 34-12.. J Retd 95 

405 (8) 5- GHARfi 17B Atoned at-Mattoumj A Steal 3-8-12 -- M Retwb 94 

406 14) 6 NBIDMAN24 ISheddi Molarmedl BWh3^-12. Ml*. 97 

407 (3) NIGHT EXPRESS (R UcAUiyt B Hantuy 3-8-12 -. ...-URtaMt - 

408 (11) 0 NOea LAD 16 UtaMDJDinlnp 68-12.T Spnte - 

409 (6) 22- TEOfUO 194 (B N^OTl 0Lottor 3^-12 PUftfctaY ® 

410 (2) GLOttOUS DANCER (U VYilDman) J Heftetai 3-8-7. _ .. M fibril - 

All (Tl 5060 SC.VER MOON 201 (»lSlugeui8 Mtitaoi 98-7.SSandn 59 

BETTING: 811 TmUiO. 7-2 Oyta Erid 6-1 Own. 10-1 Nooron. 14-1 Bdflgnri 16-1 HlgW E»p«S. 

1996. fREEGUEVT 3-8-12 0 ttbtra (7-4 Lv) L Cirarv 12 on 

FORM FOCUS 


BEG0RRAT 4*14d> 0124 to SowAall n Ntewry 
maaten (61. good to tom) Sep 96. CRYSTAL GOLD 
41 2nd ri 16 to Green Card «n Rgmi modal (lm. 
good to Dim) SHARK 1IWI 5m ol 17 to Hippy 
Wentne m Yanmuto maiden [71. good) Ocl %. 
<rih CRYSTAL GOLD SUI Bt NEROIWH IM 


68) ri 10 to Sttdhmrio Cleat r Karyta) madta 
(71. good to firm) TEOFUO 112nd ot 11 to Ml 
Rota n York nwieti (1m. good) Oct 98 SILVER 
MOON 11‘AI68)0(11 to h»y Fw » WWirnliamp- 
lon uta (61. AW) Aug 96 
Selection: TtORUO 


4.10 ALWOODLEY FILLIES HANDICAP 

(£2.923: lm l! 207yd) (11 runners) 


Sin no) 6050-50 IWfflDRM tlStt 51 ff.GMUaswBteedstocAPIC) I tapped 4-9-ID fifties 98 

5C 15) 001660- CLASSIC BEAWY 173 (FI Ovydosel S Wtfae 4-M .1C Fatal 91 

503 Cl 153365 TAUIAAH BEllE 8 (DJG) nrojan Raw« N Llftroden 4-9-5.- - ffi 

504 (9) 00(02041 0M THE IMLD9K 281W Ptmwnbjl li Qiaren *-8-i0 . .. A Eddery (7) B9 

£05 (41 D02KM MY MfllC 6 (D Barter) D Barter 4-8-9 -- . Damn Mdtai (3l 88 

506 (1) 463334- MCGB1YCU0OY REBCS 150 (D.F) 10 E hcisai 0 E Incca 6-8 2 ttn Tatar 92 

507 18) OdtO-34 P0RTI7E S0PHE 14 (8) (Ms U Hartonj M BrfiBto 6-8-2. DMriIB#i(7) 91 

505 (Tl 4-00004 NOfiLE CAN0W1E 17(BfIURwaeO) D So* 5^-1 — . RHrench(5) K 

509 (6) rWMQ NEE0WD0DNU7XW63 [Heahood Racngl BMorgai 4-7-12 LChamk 84 

5)0 111) 04-2020 EVS«08tPA«S28UGood)MJoftnsn*4-701 . .. TVMamj 90 

511 (3) 040040- T0tH>A 183 (Nnmy Green teongJJJ OWd 4-7-10.J (total 85 

long tante^r Jokw 7-5 

BETTWGc 11-4 lafiol* Befit. 4-1 Praue S«te 5-1 Emwng In P*6 6-1 On It* Wteuto. 6-1 nairiwto 
Efcae. name teraree. 10-1 ams 

1996: OARING GLOVER 4-9-5 M Fenton 112-1) D Motley lB mi 

FORM FOCUS 


TALLULAH BELIE 5541 5tfi ri 13 to Pendotno in 
bamhcao at Pentrirad dm 21. good to tom) 
MCSUYCUJOY RfflCS atari 3T9rd d 20 to 
Pewton oi selra lanfitap at Yamndri dm 31 
IDlyd geo! w lam) M 96. PWTTTE S0PHE 
atari 41 4fii tf16 b femto Wain m aopentte 
hatacap ri HanaDsn dm 65yfl. good 10 soli) 


NOBLE CAN0WRE rinul X 4* ol 16 to Jteeen 
in riandiQD ri Sovteefi dm AW) EVBtNG N 
PARS 1*51 2nd ri 6 U Genuine Jota in maiden 
tardop a] SoidhKB (71. AW). T01EPA14UI 4fii 
ri 12 to Prew Game in dates ri HamUWi |1m 
65»d. goodi Sep 96. 

SmcODK TALUXAH BELLE 


4.40 W00DHALL SPA HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O: £3.522: lm 112D7yd) (7 nmn& s) 

601 15) 4 22- DREAM Of NURM 250 It Bnsttf) H lota 9-7.- 91 

602 (5 504- NOtUAW CONQUEST W (R Snrivf I Safari ^0 . M«fc 85 

603 161 221- AJAYIB241 fG) (Hal-AtaMowni J Eutlop 8-13.RHfii 91 

604 n, 44-5 resM. PATROL 34rS Sated) MStorie9-ir... _ Jflrid 98 

606 ni 243- JACKSON FALLS 215 |C Sftwll Eataby 8-7. UBhrii 90 

EQ6 (4) TXM) REGAL REPRStAlffi 29 (Vokt Grayi & Ita D SMoe) G Imm 84 J (ten ® 

607 |D 050-5 SHADED 24 Hart Grijytttro) J Waft 7-11. ICtumoeX ffi 

BfnSffi 6-4 Guam Ol Main 3-1 Atavifi 4-1 Regd Paint. 6-1 Shaded. 6-1 Homan CcaqucsL 12-1 Jadaon 
Falh 20-1 Regri Hqinnaid 

1996: FAATEO 9-1 W Canon {11-4 tail J Ounkp 10 hi 

FORM FOCUS 


DREAM OF KURMf ?>rl 2nd ol 9 u VWtop In 
marten at WoherhampEn (71. AW) Aag 96. MDR- 
UAH CONQUEST 9V?I 4m oM2 to Yritehee in 
maden a Satetary lim. gnoO to stW) Od 96 
AJAYB beat Nrfa Vritoy nett In 8-runria maden at 
CtepUOri dm. good) A14 96 REGAL PATROL M 


5lh 0I1O to Sarihmn Ctoar 11 naWen a Kempun 
(71. goal to tom) JACKSON HU5 5H) 40) o( 7 
to B rate MndgonKflp m Ayr maidai |7 l good to 
tom) Sao 96. SHADED 75*1 Safi ol 18 lo Freedom 
Ohm n toUnqham handies (1m, good to tom) 
Sriectar SHADHJ (nap) 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


35012m 1 ICyo hdrej 1. Areloh IB Poured. 
5-11; 2. Dorano (1MM0 tnrl. 3. Raclypei s 
OwenRO-l) 'Oran 2l.hd PHobbs Tote: 
MOD. El 30. El 70. £2 40 DF E23TQ. 
Trier £14140 CSF E19B1 Tricar. 
£272 57. 

450 (2m 41 110yd ch| 1. Acajou B1 (P 
Caibenv. 11 -2j. 2. Ncholos Plart (7-4 tar) 
3. Seocl Rom rS-2) 6 ran. S. 211 G 
Rtetiarrfc Toe? C67D. C30Q. Ci TO DF 
£1200 CSF £13 05 

4.50 [3m 110yd hdto) 1, Peggy Gordon 
(Mi&s. P Robson. 25-1): 2. Gicevera (B-il. 
3. Country Sto« (16-1); 4. VSitare Dasti 
(12-1) Eredtanied Cartage 5-1 lav 20 ran 
NR WcjrtonqforttearWs 3M. 41 Mrs D 
Thomson tote £23.40. £330. E260. 
ES20. E3 10 DF- £5120. Tno not wo 
CSF £209 37 Tiicasi £3.061 50 
5 SO (2m J I iio*i hdto) 1. Royal York (P 
Cartxmy. H-10U). 2, Bokmle *10-11.3. 
Beau Matetm (8-1) 11 ran Nft The Road 
Wtsl 1H*. 171 G Rchartfc Tote' £210 
£130,C.80,£200 DF £660 Tno £970- 
CSF' £12 01. 

Ptecepot ESZ90. 

QuadpoC £63.40. 


TRAINERS 

D Lotto 
A Ewart 
J Diriop 
J State 
D Moby 
1 Bahmg 


fas 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Miras 

ffldes 

« 

32 

625 

R ftice 

3 

B 

375 

15 


J Rod 

4 

1? 

J33 

-14 

205 

P«il Eddery 

6 

21 

2B6 

35 

HD 

M Fenton 

W 

51 

196 

41 

195 

m m 

3 

17 

175 

26 

192 

DRtfcCfe 

6 

37 

162 


Rome objective 

IVAN LUIS, trained fay Mich¬ 
ael Bell tackles the Italian 
Derby on May 25 after his 
success in the Hondeghem 
Conditions Stakes at Catt- 
eriek yesterday. Four years 
aga White Muzzle, also carry¬ 
ing the colours of Luciano 
Gaucti, won the same race 
before triumphing in Rome. 


[0930)68+i ipgp 

BEVERLEY 101 201 
PERTH 102 202 
FONTWELL 103 203 
IRISH 120 220 
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46 SPORT 


CRICKET: SURREY STRUGGLE TO MAKE INROADS INTO SOMERSET BATTING ON UNRESPONSIVE SURFACE 


Harden enjoys 
slow pace of 
life at the Oval 


THE OVAL (first day of four: 
Somerset won toss): Somerset 
have made 311 for Jive wickets 
against Surrey 

JN THE brave new’ world of 
English cricket, Surrey have 
long since regarded them¬ 
selves as rhe bravest of aJJ. 
This season, they wifi be 
known on Sundays as Surrey 
Ljons (well, south London is a 
bit of a jungle) and, to set the 
tone, Chris Lewis stares out 
with improbable ferocity from 
a promotional poster. Their 
aim. apparently, is to bring 
some “fun" back to oneway 
cricket, which is rather like 
putting sugar in syrup to 
improve rhe taste. 

Off rhe field there are also 
changes. The dub has ex¬ 
changed its famous chocolate- 
and-sifver blazer for one of 
those striped things that could 
belong to almost any dub in 
the world. “It was good 
enough for Jack Hobbs." a 
former player said yesterday, 
leaving the rest unsaid. Tradi¬ 
tion, we know', means little to 
the modern commercial mind, 
bur. in the rush to shape the 
future, cricket is in danger of 
neglecting aspects of the past 
worthy of greater respect. 

Adam Hollioake, leading 
Surrey for the first rime as the 
club captain, lost a toss that he 
would have preferred to have 
won and, after leaving out his 
younger brother, Ben. the 
bowlers found a slow pitch 
unresponsive. Indeed, it was 
odd to see Stewart standing so 
far back for much of the day. 
Only Tudor got the ball to go 
through regularly with decent 
pace and “carry". 

Surrey used no fewer than 


By Michael Henderson 

eight bowlers, and none of 
them will be entirely happy 
with their day's work. Salis¬ 
bury' took his first wicket for 
them when his top-spinner 
baffled Lathwell but he still 
gives the batsmen too many 
hits. Lewis interspersed some 
good balls with some bad 
ones. As usual, he did not 
much bother where his feet 
landed and so a long day 
brought 69 extras. Last year, 
in the fixture between these 
reams at Taunton. Surrey 
conceded 79 extras in Somer¬ 
set's first innings of S5S. 

Benjamin, who limped off 
with a calf strain after pulling 
up in his seventh over, can be 
largely excused. He might 
have had Lathwell caught at 
third slip before he went off 


Scoreboards___... 47 


but Butcher raised his hands 
too slowly to take a ball that 
was. to be fair, travelling fairly 
quickly. Some might argue 
that it was not much of a 
chance at ail but Mark Waugh 
has held ones like that, and 
that is the level Butcher as¬ 
pires to reach. Closer to home. 
Nick Knight has snaffled a 
fair few. 

It was good to see Lathwell 
playing freely again in that 
borrom-handed way, although 
he appeared to be bringing his 
bat down straighter. He found 
the boundary nine rimes in his 
fifty, most pleasingly with a 
cover drive that brought up 
his half-century, and Somerset 
will be all the better if he can 
recapture the form that made 
him such a good player to 


watch four years ago, when 
Australia were last here. 
Dermot Reeve, the new Som¬ 
erset coach, has a major job to 
do here and does not lack 
initiative. 

Bowler's half-century was a 
more sedate affair. He made 
207 in the match last year, the 
best score by a Somerset 
player against Surrey, and he 
seemed intent on matching it. 
Just before tea. after he had 
completed a century stand 
with Harden, Tudor nipped 
one back into him and he was 
convincingly leg-before. 

The rest of the day belonged 
to Harden in all his pomp. On 
and on he went in that prosaic 
way. determined to see Somer¬ 
set through to a formidable 
first-innings score. Watching 
him bat is like a rural ride in 
Lincolnshire, without the 
churches. There are few inter¬ 
esting features. The landscape 
seems to go on for ever and the 
wind-picked sky is heavy with 
dark clouds. 

He was accompanied to¬ 
wards the dose by Holloway 
and Bums, two of the three 
wicketkeepers in the Somerset 
team. Perhaps they will take it 
in turns to keep at different 
ends, while the third acts as 
long stop. Now that really 
would bring some fun to the 
game. 

□ Surrey have appointed 
Keith Medtycott as their assis¬ 
tant coach. He replaces Tony 
Pigott. who left the county last 
month. Medlycott. 31, whose 
playing career with Surrey 
ended in 1992, took 3S7 first- 
class wickets with his left-arm 
spin and scored 3,684 runs. 
During the winter he was 
coach to Northern Transvaal. 



Tudor managed to extract pace and bounce from a slow pitch at the Oval yesterday 


Hostile Malcolm quick to make England case 



Malcolm: six wickets 


By Pat Gibson 

CANTERBURY (first day of 
four, Kent won toss): Derby¬ 
shire, with six first-innings 
wickets in hand, are 216 runs 
behind Kent 

IF, AS David Graveney says, 
everybody is under consider¬ 
ation for an England place 
this summer, and that run$ 
and wickets will be the criteri¬ 
on, then Devon Malcolm 
could soon be renewing his 
acquaintance with the Aus¬ 
tralians. 

Malcolm, whose Test career 
seemed to be over when he fell 
out publicly and bitterly with 
Raymond Illingworth in 
South Africa the winter before 
last, simply carried on where 
he left off last sunimer by 


taking six for 74 yesterday, 
and Graveney, Illingworth’s 
successor as chairman of se¬ 
lectors, was there to see it 

He must have been im¬ 
pressed. On a pitch that was 
no quicker than one would 
expect at this time of year, 
Malcolm, 34 now but looking 
as fit as he has ever done, 
bowled with genuine pace and 
hostility. Not only that, he also 
bowled with a control that has 
often seemed beyond him. 

His performance gave Der¬ 
byshire first blood in an 
intriguing contest between the 
counties that finished second 
and fourth last season, but 
Kent did not take it lying 
down. Alan Ealham and Steve 
Marsh gave their total a 
measure of respectability with 
a seventh-wicket stand of 94 


and then Martin McCague, 
another of England^ forgotten 
fast bowlers, took three quick 
wickets as Derbyshire were 
reduced to 35 for four. 

The day had begun with an 
incident the like of which no 
one on the old St Lawrence 
ground could remember see¬ 
ing before. Derbyshire took 
the field with a player—Kevin 
Dean, the left-arm seamer — 
who was not in the team that 
Dean Jones, their captain, had 
exchanged with his opposite 
number. Marsh, and when 
Jones put him on to bowl the 
sixth over, Stuart Anderson, 
the Kent secretary, marched 
out to the middle to protest 

He was soon joined by 
Marsh and there was a long 
delay while captains and um¬ 
pires discussed the situation. 


Eventually play resumed with 
Anderson explaining: “The op¬ 
tions seem to be either to start 
the game again with the right 
team or for us to accept in the 
interests of cricket that it was 
a genuine mistake." That is 
what they did, although ii 
would have been interesting 
had it been Dean and not 
Malcolm who promptly began 
to make inroads into die Kent 
batting. Uong was yorked and 
Ward bowled before Cork got 
into the act by having Fulton 
caught behind for a stubborn 
43. 

DeFreitas looked far more 
of an England bowler in 
taking three cheap wickets, 
including that of Wells, who 
played resolutely in his first 
innings since his move from 
Sussex, but it was Malcolm 


who finished off Kent just 
when Ealham and Marsh 
were beginning to take the 
initiative. 

Marsh, who still seemed to 
be smouldering over the earli¬ 
er incident, hit nine fours, 
three of them in one over off 
Dean, in his off 99 balls, 
and Ealham did his chances of 
an England recall no harm by 
striking 11 fours in his 72 
before he ran out of partners. 

Then ir was McCague’s 
turn. Anything Malcolm could 
do, it seemed, he could do just 
as well as he removed Rollins. 
Adams and Barnett at a 
personal cost of 14. Headley 
joined in with the wicket of 
Jones and by the dose only 
one thing seemed certain: that 
the match would not go the 
distance. 


! Warwickshire 
forced on to 
the back foot 

By- John Thicknesse 


CARDIFF first day of faun 
Warwickshire won toss): Gla¬ 
morgan, with nine first-in- 
nings wickets in hand . are 44 
runs ahead of Warwickshire 

NEITHER with bar nor ball at 
Cardiff did Warwickshire dis¬ 
play the potential that has 
persuaded bookmakers to 
make them favourites for the 
j county championship. VVin- 
I ning what in hindsight looks 
to have been an unlucky toss, 
they were bowled out 20 
minutes after lunch for 151. 
Glamorgan ended a sunny 
day seemingly all but impreg- 
nably placed at 195 for one. 
Hugh Morris and Steve James 
keeping our Allan Donald 
with notably lirrle trouble until 
James was bowled by him 
after an opening stand of 190. 

.Already short of the Eng¬ 
land opener. Nick Knight, 
i who is nursing the left index 
I finger he broke in New Zea- 
( land. Warwickshire suffered 
i another casualty before the 
j stan when Tim Munton, their 
captain, ruled himself out 
after testing his back strain 
during training. Had he been 
fit. he might’have taken a 
I different view of the pitch from 
| the acting captain. Andy 
j Moles, and availed himself of 
: the assistance that Steve 
Watkin and Darren Thomas 
made such good use of for 
Glamorgan. 

With a month's batting be¬ 
hind them, Warwickshire 
might have backed themselves 
to treble the modest score, 
because the piTch was never 
treacherous. Varying in pace 
between one end and the 
other, however, and offering 
bowlers from the Cathedral 
Road end encouragingly lively 
bounce before lunch, it posed 
enough problems for out-of- 
pracnce batsmen to need their 
wits about them. Watkin. 6ft 
Sin. who after a few overs 
located the ideal length from 
which to make the odd ball 
kick, was not flattered by his 
figures, while only a loose last 
over of his second spell, which 
cost 16, took the edge off 
Thomas's. 

From the relative ease with 
which Ostler handled Wat- 
kin's bounce, his might have 
been the crucial wicket after 
die quick loss of Moles and 
Wasim Khan. Shaping to turn 
Croft into the leg-side. Ostler 
was deceived either by change 
of pace or by lack of turn, the 
England off-spinner making 
good ground to take a 
plunging caught and bowled 
halfway down the pitch. 

Ostler had 35 minutes of 
Watkin. and by waiting until 
the last moment to decide 
whether to play the ball or 
shoulder arms, was never 
drawn into a stroke against 
the lifting ball. Piper fell to one 
such in the over after Ostler's 
dismissal, caught at short leg 


from a fend-off. to make it 43 
for five. But Penney was the 
recipient of the day's only 
really vicious ball, a flyer off a 
length from Thomas, when he 
was switched to Watkin's end, 
which clipped the outside edge 
as it exploded past his 
eyebrows. 

One or rwo early-season 
strokes were played, the most 
aggravating by the left¬ 
hander, David Hemp, who 
after six seasons with Glamor¬ 
gan was making his Warwick¬ 
shire debut. Within moments 
of driving Thomas for a per¬ 
fect four "through extra cover, 
he was caught in two minds by 
Croft's first ball, and patted 
back a gentle caught and 
bowled. 

While Watkin and Thomas 
were making the ball lift, 
occupation had its hazards. 
Smith, deciding attack was the 
best form of defence, made 36 
off 39 balls, hitting five fours 
and a big straight six off Croft; 
and though he marred the 
innings with his final stroke, it 
was his example Giles and 
Donald followed in adding 51 



Thomas: bowled well 


in 35 minutes for the ninth 
wicket. Warwickshire’s high¬ 
est of the innings. 

There were only a handful 
of moments in Glamorgan's 
earlier stages when James or 
Morris looked in difficulties. 

In Donald’s third over. 
James brought off an expert 
knock-down from armpit 
height, keeping the ball well 
clear of Khan, and in his fifth. 
Morris, at 17, survived a fast 
slice low and wide to Giles's 
right in the gully. But general¬ 
ly the ball was going at pace 
off the middle of the bat 

With Morris setting rite 
pace initially, before being tied 
down by Giles, the slow left¬ 
hander. in his fifties, the 100 
stand came in 29 overs, and by 
the 47th Glamorgan were 
ahead. If Warwickshire had 
taken a wicket for every 50 
times they shouted encourage¬ 
ment to a bowler, they would 
already be deep into Glamor¬ 
gan's second innings. As the 
game stood overnight how¬ 
ever. there is a fair chance the 
home side might not need one. 



Robinson brings 
Sussex cheer 

By Simon Wilde 


HOVE first day of four; 
Northamptonshire won toss): 
Northamptonshire have 
scored 288 for nine wickets 
against Sussex 

THIS was the day the jokes 
about Sussex's futile season 
stopped and the county's husk 
of a team took to the field. As 
was liable to be the case, the 
players had the first laugh, 
bowling and fielding their 
hearts out When one of your 
few remaining assets is your 
enthusiasm, you might as well 
show it Whether it can with¬ 
stand a hard summer is 
another matter. 

Much to the delight of their 
deckchaired supporters, none 
of whom looked as though 
they had been involved in a 
revolution lately, they had 
claimed their first bonus point 
by 12^2pm. By then, they had 
curdled the cream of North¬ 
amptonshire's batting — Lqye, 
Bailey and Curran all leg- 
before — and every time the 
visitors threatened a substan¬ 
tial recovery. Sussex’s willing 
workhorses fought back. 

The best of the bowlers was 
— extraordinarily -- Mark 
Robinson, who was salvaged 
from another season of league 
cricket with Hull to bolster 
Sussex's dwindling seam 
bowling resources and would 
not have got a game but for an 
injury to James Kirtley. 

The prospect of seeing the 
promising Kirtley had 
brought John Barclay, a mem¬ 
ber of England’s management 
advisory committee, to the 
ground, in the event, he 
watched one of county crick¬ 
et's confirmed journeymen 
take five for 71 from 28 overs 
on his debut for his third dub. 
Three of the wickets came in 


nine bails during his final 
spell. 

Robinson, 30, has not 
gained pace since last playing 
tar Yorkshire two years ago — 
Moores stood up to him all 
day — but his probing off- 
stump line was more than 
enough for Northampton¬ 
shire, the county with whom 
he started his career. Another 
former Yorkshire bowler, Jar¬ 
vis. took three for 51. 

This pair was ably support¬ 
ed by the inexperienced Keith 
Newell, Amer Khan and Phil¬ 
lips. Khan, a signing from 
Middlesex, is attempting to fill 
Ian Salisbury's shoes and 
though he does not turn the 
ball as extravagantly as En¬ 
gland’s leading leg-spinner, he 
rarely strayed from line and 
got one or two deliveries to 
really bite. In one pre-season 
match he took five wickets. 

Newell, for his part, may 
become one of the chief benefi¬ 
ciaries of Sussex's bloodlet¬ 
ting. An all-rounder of 25, his 
opportunities have been limit¬ 
ed but he spent the winter 
working hard on his game 
and can now move the ball 
either way. He took the second 
wicket of his first-class career 
when a sharp off-cutter had 
Warren caught at slip- 

Unfortunately for Sussex* 
their fate in this match may 
have been largely sealed by 
the toss, which they lost Rob 
Bailey, the Northamptonshire 
captain, took one look at foe 
driest pitch he has seat at this 
time of the year and left out 
Boswell to accommodate a 
second spinner, John 
Emburey. Half-centuries from 
Montgomerie and Capel and 
43 from P&nberthy may have 
already given him enough 
runs to play with. 


Hampshire waste 
Connor’s haul 

By Ivo Tennant 


CHELMSFORD first day of 
four; Hampshire won rbssj: 
Hampshire, with three first- 
innings wickets in hand, are 
143 runs behind. Essex 

ANOTHER season of four- 
day cricket, another three-day 
match. Or, quite conceivably, 
a finish by the second eve¬ 
ning. Seventeen wickets fell at 
Chelmsford yesterday, some 
to decent fast-medium bowl¬ 
ing and others to the condi¬ 
tions. Essex were dismissed, 
mainly by Cardigan Connor, 
for 245. wberupon Hamp¬ 
shire. Ear from consolidating, 
had to concern themselves 
with avoiding the follow-on. 

They had struggled to 103 
for seven by the dose. Cowan 
taking four of their wickets. 
Some grass had been left on 
the pitch and the ball swung 
intermittently, which was all 
too much at this stage of the 
season. Especially, that was. 
for Hampshire, who are with¬ 
out Robin Smith, who has 
Achilles’ tendon trouble. 

It is 14 seasons now since 
Connor first played for 
Hampshire. He was not 
capped until 1988 and is now 
in'his benefit season. Indeed, 
he is the quintessential benefi¬ 
ciary- Rather than concentrat¬ 
ing on his fondraising events 

— it is not being unkind to say 
be would not be on until first 
change in most county sides 

— Connor was given foe new 
ball and bowled Essex out JLn 
three spells. He finished with 
seven for 46. 

As wdl as a grassy pitch, 
there was some dood cover. 
Even so. to give first innings 
to a side whose first four 
included Gooch, Hussain and 
Stuart Law was a bold deci¬ 
sion by Stephenson, whose 


seam attack could not remote¬ 
ly be described as strong. 

Gooch, having completed 
foe London Marathon in a 
respectable 3 hr 53min in prep¬ 
aration for his 25th season of 
firsfc-dass cricket, was beaten 
by one that cut back into him. 
So, too. was Prichard, whose 
65 was the leading score. 

The other five wickets that 
Connor took had more to do 
with foe failings of the bats¬ 
men. At one stage. Essex were 
180 for three, but then Irani 
and Robinson both went to 
Connor, the former caught in 
foe covers off a leading edge 
and foe latter edging an 
intended square drive. There 
were few contributions from 
foe tail and a total of 246 
seemed far from enough. 

Until Hampshire batted, 
that was. Cowan, whose win¬ 
ter was spent playing dub 
cricket in South Africa, 
bowled with foe fervour that 
brought him into contention 
for foe England A parly. He 
had Laney and Keech taken 
in the slips, Gooch bolding a 
notably sharp catch above his 
head, and was fortunate 
enough to remove Hayden 
with a long hop. 

Looking to swing to leg, the 
Australian edged to Hyam. 
who was standing in for foe 
injured Rollins. Stephenson 
and James went to Irani and 
Danny Law gained his first 
wicket for his new county 
when Kendall missed an at¬ 
tempted drive through mid¬ 
wicket 

A fourth day is not likely to 
be required. And since this is 
a Saturday, will be enough to 
make Peter Edwards, foe 
Essex general manager, lach¬ 
rymose too early in the 
season. 
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g^!g?Sgi fPRMER ENGLAND WICKETKEEPER HELPS TO TRANSFORM GLOUCESTERSHIRE INNINGS 

Russell rewrites champions’ first page 

Bv Alan I ff FDinrn>«.. —■ _ — _ - ________ 


Bv Alan Lee, cricket correspondent 

LEICESTER (fir* day of four, 

Gloucestershire nan tossf- 
Leicestershire, with seven fi„ t \ 

'nmn S s makers in hand are 

7? behind Gloucester¬ 
shire 


THE champions paraded 
their pennant before play, the 
car park filled up with unusu¬ 
al speed and the Grace Road 
pitch was demanding enough 
to unseat five visiting batsmen 
before lunch. It was business 
as usual. 19% style, for Leices¬ 
tershire. until Jack Russell 
came along to spoil the re¬ 
union atmosphere. 

It has been a chastening few 
months for Russell. His Eng¬ 
land place has gone, possibly 
for good, and his rejection of 
the Gloucestershire captaincy 
was sensitive and contentious. 
His hunger for the game, 
however, remains strong, and 
the sight of David Lloyd, die 
England coach, on the ground 
will have acted as extra 
motivation. 

The upshot was a transfor¬ 
mation. possibly helped by 
overhead conditions. This is a 
well-ordered club and no 
sooner had the bacon burty 
seller made way for the ice¬ 
cream van than the sun burst 
through, its effect, however, 
was to sedate the pitch and. 
with the Leicestershire seam- 
ers pitching unwisely short. 
Russel] and Shaun Young 
pulled and clubbed their way 
to a sixth-wicket stand of 1)2 in 
29 overs. 

An eventual total of 245 was 
probably below par for this 
course but far more than had 
seemed likely at 84 for five. 
Hereabouts, indeed, the essen¬ 
tially Leicester mix of flat caps 
and grey anoraks was a 
contented gathering, the de¬ 
fence of the title regarded by 
some as little more than a 
formality. Their team was in 
good heart and the trademark 


huddles were being performed 
with reassuring frequency. 

Alan Mullalty, who has 
plenty to do to convince Lloyd, 
among others, that he is worth 

necaliing to the Test side, took 
three of the first four wickets 
and finished with five for 52. 
He bowled within himself, 
understandably for one who 
had been unwell with a skin 
complaint for the past week, 
but his height, angle and 
hostility will always be potent 
at this level. 

David Millns bawled some 
distinctly quick balls, and this 
pair wifi remain a threat to all.. 
but the back-up bawling looks 
thin. James Ormond. 19, is 
laudably being given his 
chance ahead of Gordon Par¬ 
sons. a. generation older, but 
the man most obviously 
missed is Phil Simmons, 
whose seamers claimed 56 
championship wickets at 18 
runs apiece last year. 

Simmons may yet be back. 
for Leicestershire's plan to 
register the South African all- 
rounder. Neil Johnson, has 
been stalled by work permit 
obstacles. The view of Jack 
Birkenshaw, the coach, is that 
if they must wait several 
weeks for the uncertain assets 
of Johnson, they would he as 
well waiting a few weeks 
longer for the proven wonh of 
Simmons. Whatever the deci¬ 
sion. it is yet more evidence 
that the overseas player 
system is now unworkable. 

One focus of the day had 
disappeared with the exclu¬ 
sion of David Lawrence from 
rhe Gloucestershire side. He 
was on the ground, unmis¬ 
takable of frame and gait, and 
had even received good wishes 
for his comeback over the 
public address system when it 
was decided that the combina¬ 
tion of a cold day. a damp 
outfield and a niggling side 
strain made delay prudent. 



Young, on bended knee, strikes a handsome off-drive in his attacking innings of 59 at Grace Road yesterday 


The batch of curious photog¬ 
raphers withdrew, disappoint¬ 
ed. as Gloucestershire set out 
to show that their batting 
remains highly suspect Mon¬ 
te Lynch. 39 next month, made 
36 in his individual style but 
Mark Alleyne was out for 
nought on his first day as 


captain and an embarrassing 
total loomed until Young, a 
calm and uncomplicated Aus¬ 
tralian. /bund a perfect foil in 
the idiosyncrasies of Russell. 

Gloucestershire’s revival 
continued when Mike Smith’s 
inswing struck in the third 
over of the reply, greeted by 


their amusing answer to the 
huddle, a rehearsed hokey- 
cokey. But on an evening 
extended by Leicestershire’s 
dire over-rate, die strokes of 
the day were played by the left¬ 
hander. fain Sutcliffe. He did 
not play a single champion¬ 
ship game last season but did 


enough to suggest that he will 
play in plenty now. 

Higher honours still may 
await Darren Maddy. unbeat¬ 
en overnight and sure to have 
sent the England coach home 
feeling that he had seen an 
opener of considerable 
potential. 


Gatting wastes little time 


Byas batters Oxford’s hopes 


FENNER'S (first day of three: 
Middlesex won toss): Cam- 
ridge University , with eight 
first-innings wickets in hand, 
are 298 runs behind Middle¬ 
sex 

PETER WE LUNGS showed 
crisp strokes and a sound 
temperament in compiling his 
maiden first-class hundred 
against a depleted Cambridge 
University attack yesterday. 

For much of an innings 
spanning 293 minutes, he was 
overshadowed by the belliger¬ 
ence of Mike Gatting, but he 
wisely declined to attempt to 
match his captain shot for 
aggressive shot and was duly 
rewarded for his discretion. 

Although Gatting began his 
23rd season on the circuit in 
uncertain fashion, he gradual¬ 
ly settled, moved his feet to 
greater purpose and punched 


By Richard Hobson 

a succession of shorr and 
overpitched deliveries through 
die “V". He retired hurt at tea 
on 160, citing a minor ham¬ 
string problem that did not 
prevent him from fielding 
when the students began their 
first innings. He struck 101 in 
the second session alone and 
his third fifty occupied just 25 
minutes. 

Weliings remained in the 
nineties during that period, 
when Gatting fed on the spin 
of Jim Freeth and Rob Jones as 
though he was playing in a 
benefit match. In all. he struck 
two sixes and 23 fours. With 
Weliings. he put on 257 after 
Paul Weekes had cut Prakash 
Schaffter, a mature student 
from Sri Lanka, to backward 
point 

A late entrant to the game. 
Weliings. 27, cannot afford to 
hang a round as he attempts to 


secure a regular place in the 
Middlesex side. He is an 
upright batsman, generally 
relying on timing rather than 
power for his boundaries, with 
a stout defence. He did not 
offer a chance in his unbeaten 
128. 

Some of the most pleasing 
strokes of the day, though, 
were not unveiled until Cam¬ 
bridge began their reply after 
Gatting declared on 359 for 
two. Inevitably, they flowed 
from the bat of Ed Smith. 

Smith pushed his first deliv¬ 
ery from Angus Fraser into the 
off side for two and proceeded 
to cut and drive with abandon 
against the new ball. Such a 
confident start made it all the 
more surprising that he 
should fall to the final ball of 
the first day. leg-before to Phil 
Tufhell when he shouldered 
arms. 


THE PARKS (first day of 
three: Yorkshire won toss): 
Oxford University, with eight 
first-innings wickets in hand, 
are 314 runs behind Yorkshire 

THE Parks in April ran be a 
cheeriess place, the remnants 
of winter leaving a bitter 
breeze and frozen knuckles 
for players and spectators 
alike, but, when the sun 
shines, as it did yesterday, it 
can also be charming. 

The traditional offering of 
flat trade and benign attack 
makes it doubly so for bats¬ 
men looking to kick-start their 
season with an early hundred, 
which is just what tire York¬ 
shire pair of David Byas and 
Anthony McGrath did. 

They came together shortly 
after lunch when Martyn 
Moxon, having eased his way 
to a half-century, relaxed 


By Barney Spender 

enough to chop Gavin Wright 
into the gully, where Byron 
Byrne took a two-handed 
catch above his head. 

They then stayed together 
in an unbroken third-wicket 
stand worth 234. which finally 
exposed Oxford’s wafer-thin 
attack. Byas. on his way to 126 
not out. collected his runs in 
an unfussy manner. He was 
quick to pull and drove well 
clattering 17 boundaries. 

He had one let-off just after 
passing fifty, when Roger 
Hudson at mid-wicket put 
down a sharp chance of Mark 
Wagh's off spin. 

McGrath made a good 62 
for England A last week and 
was in the mood to go one 
better this time, quickly collar¬ 
ing the attack and bringing 
up his fifty with a high 
straight six of Wagh. He is 
tipped to play for England 


and if his 105 nor out was a 
portent of the season to come, 
it will be sooner rather than 
laier. Inevitably, centuries fol¬ 
lowed for both men as they 
added 112 off 20 overs after tea 
before Yorkshire dosed the 
innings and picked up a 
couple of cheap Oxford 
wickets. 

Credit, though, should be 
given to the students, who 
never lost their shape in the 
field despite the ominous 
signs. All the bowlers stock to 
the task and Chris Battaibee. 
on his first-class debut, was 
the most consistent in finding 
his line and length. 

With his 32nd ball, and 
after a change of ends, the 
ponytailed Battaifaee found 
the only real movement of the 
day and saw Michael 
Vaughan edge to a sprawling 
James Fulton in the gully. 


Lancashire 
assault 
sparked by 
Lloyd and 
Watkinson 

By Derek Hodgson 

OLD TRAFFORD (first day of 
four. Lancashire won rnssj; 
Lancashire haw scored 
for nine wickets against 
Durham 

A POLISHED 7S from Jason 
Gallian. following his 106 for 
England A against The Rest, 
and another machine-gun cen¬ 
tury from Graham Uflyd. 
came as a sharp reminder id 
Lancashire's senior officers of 
the latent power in rhe ranks, 
later confirmed by an unbro¬ 
ken last-wicket stand of 134. 

Both Gallian and Lloyd 
looked in prime form, the 
latter now having irresistible 
credentials 10 put before his 
dad. and the England selec¬ 
tors. far a Texaco Trophy place 
next month. Indeed, the only 
shadow on Lancashire’s day, a 
huge score coming in 99 overs, 
were the comparatively cheap 
dismissals of the established 
England players. Michael 
Atherton and John Crawley. 

Old Tra fiord has had a £25 
million face-lift and the pitch, 
too. had a new sharp look 
about it. offering pace and 
bounce. Until mid-aftemoon. 
Durham's new supremo. 
David Boon, huddled at sec¬ 
ond slip, would have been 
reasonably satisfied. His 
bowlers still deliver more four- 
balls than most but Lanca¬ 
shire. despite their audacity, 
could not have claimed com¬ 
mand. 

Atherton, looking as tucked 
up as he did for most of the 
winter, was caught flicking 
down tiie leg side, while 
Crawley reverted to his irritat¬ 
ing habit of getting out after 
playing himself in before Neil 
Fairbrother cut the persever¬ 
ing Brown to gully. 

Gallian decided the ship 
needed steadying, just as his 
captain must have ordered a 
broadside, for Lloyd opened 
fire from the start, and once he 
had been joined by Mike 
Watkinson. Boon might have 
wished himself back in a deck¬ 
chair in Launceston. 

The pair added 50 off 31 
balls as Boon broke up his slip 
cordon for the first time. 
Watkinson lifted John Wood 
for two sixes to reach 51 off 23 
balls; Lancashire passed 300 
in the 59th over and after 
another five overs of assault 
and battery. Lloyd had 
reached 102 off 80 balls, with 
19 fours. 

Paul Collingwood checked 
the slaughter briefly and it 
appeared that Durham might 
be batting before the close. But 
Glen Chappie and Steve Mar¬ 
tin had other ideas, lashing 
the ballroall parts. If Durham 
hoped for the relief of a 
declaration, Watkinson disap¬ 
pointed them, happy to see the 
score mount and the surface 
wear. The ball wiU surely turn 
for himself and Yates. 


Curtis gives 
enduring 
reminder of 
staying 
powers 

Bv Jack Bailey 

TRENT BRIDGE (first day of 
four. Worcestershire; won toss): 
Worcestershire haw scored 
286 for three wickets against 
Nottinghamshire 

GRAEME HICK made only- 
four sketchy runs before guid¬ 
ing a shortish ball into the 
hands of gully, leaving evi¬ 
dence of a return to England 
colours for another day. and it 
rained for all of ten minutes. 
These were (he only mildly 
extraordinary events on a day 
that amounted to a run-of-the- 
mill visit to the office during 
which Tim Curtis made a 
century in about as many 
overs. 

Together with Tom Moody. 
Reuben Spiring and Philip 
Weston. Curtis saw to it that 
Worcestershire did not fail to 
take advantage of a good 
batting pitch, although they 
can hardly be said to have 
cashed in. Runs rarely came 
at more than a trickle and. 
with Curtis playing as stolidly 
at the end as when he set out 
in the morning, it was small 
wonder. 

The perceived wisdom is 
that Steve Birks. the head 
groundsman at Trent Bridge, 
under the direction of the 
Nottinghamshire cricket 
manager, is aiming for a more 
even balance between bat and 
balL He is in his first season 
at the ground and appears to 
have left more grass than 
usual on the playing surface. 
This showed itself in the 
occasional steep bounce gen¬ 
erated by Kevin Evans, that 
wholehearted trier, but it will 
be some time before a pilch of 
real pace is achieved. 

Until it is. fluency will be at 
a premium. Weston did 
achieve more freedom than 
most, reaching 52 of the 87 
raised for the first wickeL 
making his half-century from 
Si balls and driving with more 
certainty than anyone in scor¬ 
ing nine fours. Curtis, inhibit¬ 
ed chiefly by a spell of 
medium-pace wobblers from 
Archer, had made only 20 
from 35 overs before lunch. 

Spiring played nicely be¬ 
fore guiding a lifting ball into 
the safe hands of Pollard at 
slip shortly after tea. Moody, 
after an uncertain start, did 
manage to stamp his author¬ 
ity on the day, but Curtis went 
on. imperturbable and invul¬ 
nerable. to the last over of the 
day when he finally reached 
his century until a typical 
push for a single. 

Curtis had batted through¬ 
out the day. had received 305 
balls, had hit ten fours. Only 
time will tell how well 
Worcestershire have been 
served by this exhibition of 
monumental patience. This 
was his fortieth first-class 
hundred, so we should be well 
used to his ways by now. 
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YESTERDAYS SCOREBOARDS 


annic Assurance 
nty c hampi onship 

Essex v Hampshire 

MS FORD (fli& day at bur. Hamp- 
vtyi tossj: f&tTpstor. three Aral- 
s widows to hand, are M3 


ESSEX Fia Innings 

jochlbwb Connor..» 

rteftad tow b Connor .85 

saw b Connor - 45 

» few b Maacewnhas.27 

n c James b Connor ..W 

Robinson c Aymas b Connor ... ..3 

iwcKsechb Stephenson.-.2 

van tow b Swphsnscn .J 

in c Hayden b uomo -.17 

wot c Hayden b Connor.6 

tch not out.■’ 

(lb 15. nb 4| - ■ --_JS 

62 ewers)- 246 

3F WICKETS' 1-32.2-129. 3-134. 4- 
aiVwT*. 7-214. M27. 9-2« 
IMG' Connor 18-4-46-7: (Atoiffnll- 
; James 14-2-KW. Mascarenhafl 

3-1: Udal 34J-20-0; SWphenson 54)- 

HAMPSHIR& Firsi tarings 
rycten c Hynm b Cowan . .. « 
neycSGLawbjCowan ». .. 3 

rephenson c floturaan b hanr . »j 

efic Gooch bCcwon. *■’ 

snds KitmrbDPL** . J 

mes b Irani. .. 

<wnes nol out .. 

Cowan. 

ascarertias nc« out - ? 

(b i. to 4. rtjSJ . JJ. 

7 uricts, 42 rwera)-1 03 

flxjm and G A Cormw w bei 

]f WJCKETS-1 -22.2-27.3-51 4-73. 

ING Uoct 12-2-31-0. Co^l 14-4-35- 
9^9-2; D R Law 7-2-23-1 
pefrHs Essex 4 Hampshae 4 
H j C BaUerstore and V A Hofcta. 

Kent v Derbyshire 

iHJUHY (ft* dav* 

ugh sb flrsHmngs 

KEtfr: fircltrreige 

ton c Jones b Cork. 

mgbMafcC*" . 

afc c Adams » Deficit® 

aming b .. 

jjharonrtout .,\^r' 

ang c Krfcken b Ntajaorn . 

b to* b D eFr ®“fLi m '' ‘ 5 

( reKriW>«iOW®^ 11 .a 

. 1? 

> 7 - nb6) ’JJ21T—» 

5^.1.200.9^ 
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.1 

. 10 
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1 
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ffiYSWRE FW Hirinas 

I oMarehb McC^ue - 

iCUongbMc&W* ■ 


rstnotou 

- — 

*5,13.0WTS) " 


DGCraK.DEMafcotai.PAJDeFraiias.TK 
M KriUten and K J Dean to bat 
PALL OF WICKETS- 1-5. 2-21. 3-30, 4-30 
BOWLING McCsgue 7-2-14-3. Headley 6- 
0 - 16-1 

Bonus points: Kanl 3 Derbyshire 4 
Ufflpoes. h E Palmer wid P Wttey. 

Glamorgan v Warwickshire 

CARDIFF (first day o» lour vVarwcfcshlre 
won toss; GOivorgcn. nne tost- 
gnngs wickets n hand, are 44 runs ahead 
at WarwKkshve 

WARWICKSHIRE; firs Inranps 
■A J Motes c Shaw bHwmas .. . - « 

W G Khan c Shaw b Watfdn.6 

□ L Hemp c and bCroft. 9 

□ P Ostler c and b Craft .14 

T L Penney c Shew Thomas „ ... 16 

TK J Pipor c James b Walter . -1 

NMKSmnhC Shaw b Thomas.Jo 

GWetchcJamesbThomas . - 3 

A F GBes c Shaw b WaAJn. 29 

A A CtanaW not out... -® 

G C Sma* c Maynard b Butctw .. . 0 

Extras (to 4. w 2. nb 2)._J? 

Total (39.4 overs) —..1& 1 

FALL OP WICKETS-1-9. 2-19. 3-35 4-42. 
5-43.680. 7-86.8-97.9-148. 

BOWLING-Waflvn 11-4 33-3. Thomas.12- 
1-82-4: Cro« 13-2-37-2 Dale 1-0-2-0: 
Bmchcr 2.4-0-14-1 

GLAMORGAN: first hnings 

S P James b Donald —.® 

H Moms not out . 

S L Watkin not out .. . 

Ear as (b 2 14. w 2. nb 16) ._34 

Total p wkt 62 overs)- 195 

A Date. *M P Maynard. PA Coney. G P 
Butcher, tA □ Shaw. R D 8 Crolt. S D 
Thomas and D A Cosher to bat 
FALL OF WICKET: 1-190. 

BOWUN& Donald 1S-9-14-1: Small 60- 
434)-. Welch 164-57-0; Giles 14-4-42-0: 
Smith 61-23-0. 

Bonus points: Glamorgan 4 WSwtehshua 
Urrpires- M J Wchen and D J Constant. 

Lancashire v Durham 

run TEAFFORO (first day ot bur. 

won '**.1 ^"f***!^ 

scored 4« i«w» "w* 015 *&*** 
Oottam 

UNCASHiR&Firetimngs 

iMSlgift.- 3 

&r«sS' ■■ - 

ID AustmbColirigw«>d ■ ■ __Y' „ 

tw K b ‘e 

. 

BWSSfc* -. j 

MS- W S'™ 

CL Campbell 

Bonus pants Laaarf™ 4 D f larr ' 4 
Umpires G l Burgess and R Palmer. 


Leicestershire v 
Gloucestershire 

LEICESTER fftsr day of loir Gloucester- 
sttre wan tcissi: Lacesrershlre. vwt> seven 
frst-tnrvos witters <n hand. 3ie 146 tuns 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE: First Vnwngs 
N J Tremor c Ntum t> MuOajy .. . 2 

A J M-igM c Macnrtan b Mutely .23 
RJCurmtett>«bMites .■ _ .. 3 

U A Lynch c N*cn n Moftafv . . 36 

S Younq c Macmsten b Mfltns. . . S9 

*MWAitetfietowfoCVmond ... 0 

tR C RtK»U b Mins . . . . 57 

T H C HancocA not out .. 38 

MCJ Balt c Pierson b Wette . . 1 

A M anith c Mxon b Milaly . . i 
J J lewts c Pierson b Muferty . .3 

Extras (b3. to11.w2.nb6) .. ■ 22 

Total (72.5 overs).. 245 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-3.2-6.3-68.4-73.5- 
84. 6-196. 7-200. 8-204. 9-206 
BOWLING Mims 15-2-47-3. MtjiaUy 20 5- 
9-52-5. Ormond 35-3-61-1; Weis 15-5-46- 
1. Pwson 7-0-25-0 

LEICESTERSHIRE: first Imngs 
V J WeMs tow b Srrtth . 2 

D l Maddy not out.42 

IJ SUOtte tow b ABeync . 37 

A Habto tow b Afieyne . . 

ARK Person not out . . . 0 

Extras lb 4. lb 7. nb 2j . J3 

Total (3 wMs. 30 overs)--99 

■J J Whitaker, GI Macmibn tP A Mxon. D 
J Wins. AO Muitafty and J Ormond to bar 
FALL OF WICKETS 1-6.2-71.3-95 
BOWLING' Smith 9-4-20-1; Lewis 5-T-17- 
0: Young 7-0-38-0; Ban 3-1-50. Aiteyno 6- 
4-8-2 

Bmtug prams LeroeatersHrc 4 Gloucester- 
stare 2 

Unipeas- J H Hampslare and J D Bond 

Nottinghamshire v 
Worcestershire 

TRENT BRIDGE ffirel day of tore; 
Wvcesiasttte won toss). VWxcestcrsfwe 
haw scored 286 k* three meters agarer 
Nofto^fumshre 

WOBCESTEBSHRE: Fua Innings 
T S Crate not out ... KW 

WPCWestoncPotentt.Bures .52 

G A Hick c Bates b Evans 4 

K R Spmng c Poteid b Evans .48 

■TM Moody not oul.44 

Extras {b 5. b 17. w 6. nb 10) . _38 

Total (3 vrtta. 102 overs)..286 

VS5obnlu. jSJRhodes.SRLampinPJ 
Nawpon. A Shertyar and M Rawnsky to 

bat 

FALLOFWCKETS 1-87 2-101.3-203 
BOWLING Evans 24-M&Z Franks 18-5 
43-0: Bowen 31-4-78-0 Archer 15-3-360; 
Bates 13-1-33-1. Dawman 11-2-32-0 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE; P R Pcflard. R T 
Ftobinaar). G F Archer, A A Mcicafe, *P 
Johnson. M P Dowmen. 1W M Noon. K P 
Evans. R T Bales. M N Bowon. P J Franks 
Bonus points' Nottmghamshbe 1 
Worcestershire 2 
Umpeos N T Ptews and T E Jetty 

Surrey v Somerset 

THE OVAL (fast day d tour; Somerset won 
toSEj- Somerset have scored 3t t to tiw 
Htctets against Suney 

SOMERSET; first tnnhgs 
M N Latrwdl b Satsbuiy. 50 


M E TrescotNck c Lewis b M P BrcKne# 10 

•P D Bowter tow b Tudor.- 63 

R J Harden no< out . . - .81 

P C L HoOoway c Stewart b HoSoate 22 
M Buns tow D rtolkoalve 0 

tfi J turner nol out -- . ...16 

ExUaotb2.lb13.w6.nb48)_ -6S 

Total tS wWs. 104 overs) - 311 

GDRosa, ARCaddick. SHerdoagandK 
JShlna to bet 

FALL OF WICKETS' 1-37.2-105.3-215.4- 
200. 5-280. 

BOWLING M P BKkrtett 19-6-43-1. Lews 
15 4 1-78-0: Tudor 19-3-54-1; Banjarren 
62 -1 -aa-O: Satefauy 25-8^3-1: Hotoate 
14-6-21-2: Shahid 2-0-34): Thorpe 34)-8- 
0 

SURREY: DjBtcknaK.M A Butcher. IAJ 
Siewan. G P Thorpe. N Shahid, *4 J 
Hotlioate. C C LPvns, 1 D K Saksbury, M P 
Brcknefi. A J Tudcv. J & Benjamin 
Bonus pomts Surrey 2 Somerset 3 
Ltnpree S Dudteston and J H Hams 

Sussex v Northamptonshire 

HOVE (hr# asy at kxr. Ntatfiarnptonshiw 
won toss/ Notlhjmptcnstve have sowed 
297 tor nine wicteft; apamsr Sussex 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE: firsi Innings 
Ft R Montgotrwie tow b Javts .. .68 

M B Loye b* b Jarws . -.11 

•R JBaJey tow b Jarvis.12 

t. M Cliran tow □ Rotxnsorr .... .. ... S 

A L Pariberthy tow D Rodirccn _43 

ffl J Wanan c Grcenttetd b Newpfl . IB 

D J Capal b Rotwison . .. - S7 

J N Snaps not out ......... . 39 

J E Entouey c Athey b Robinson 0 
Mohammad Atom c Moor as b Robinson 

. ..J 

J P Taytor no» out - .. —.7 

Extras jb 4. to 12. nb 13). 29 

Total (9 wtos, 104 overs)__288 

FALL OF WICKETS MS. 2-55. 36Z *- 
146. 5-164. 6-218. 7-253. 8 253. 9-259 
801MJNG Drates 24-5-77-t). Jams 22-5- 
51-3. Robinson 25-8-71-5. Khai 16-8-19- 
0. Newdl I4-&41-1; PMSfc 30-13-0 
SUSSEX. K GicenlicW, N J Latham. N R 
Tajter. C W J Alhey. K Newel. V C Drakes. 
■Tr Moores. P W Janris. N C Philips. A A 
Khan. M A Rotonson. 

Bonus paws - Sussex 4 Northatnptonshfie 
2 

Umpires A Ctarteon and A G T 

Whflchead 

University matches 
Cambridge Universtly 
v Middlesex 

FENNERS (R& day oi three. A*dUkK«r 
won rossj CamLndpe Ubwersty. with 
eight &sf-fflrfoq5#**£tt in hand, ore 298 
runs bebud MrdtSeser 

MHXXfSEX- Ffra imngs 
PN WeetescHousebSchamer ... 30 

P E Weikngs not out . - 12B 

‘MWGatteig retired bun — - ito 

jCPooteybwbHow. 5 

TK R Brown not oul .. . .. 19 

Extras (b 4. b 6. w 8) .. 17 

Total (2 wkts dec)..-.356 

p C Nash, R L Johnson. J P Hewitt. K P 
Dutch. A R C Fraser and P C B TiineH dtd 
not bat 

FALL OF WICKETS M9.2-2M 
BOWLING How 18 5-70-1; Schattlff 20- 
5-58 t. House Fremtr 2fr2- 

110-0. Janes 10-0-51-0 



CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY: First Irvings 


J R Radedae e Pootey b Johnson .. _12 
ET Smith tow bTutnel _ - 40 

TD fl H Churion nol out . . . _ 7 

Extras (nb 21 ... ...2 

Total CZwWs) - 61 


•A Stngh. W J House. R O Jones. G J 
Hughes. Imran Mohammad. J WO Freeth. 
P Schefliei and E J How tobai 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-43.24 1 
BOWLING Fraser 5-1-16-0, Johnson 6-1- 
39-1; Tutor* 1 5-0-6-* 

LVrpies H D B»d and N G Ccwtey 

Oxford University v 
Yorkshire 

THE PARKS (first day ol twee YorKshne 
non tossl: Ouotd Unversov. viih e*3to 
tvsHwimps weteb; n hand, are 314 runs 
tohtod Yortehve 

YORKSWRE: Fret tonnep. 

U D Moajn c Byrne b Wrighr .... 53 
M P Vaughan c Ftiion b Batiat** . . 20 

■D Byas not om -■ i?6 

A McGrath not out .... .. 105 

Exira£.(b2. Ib13.w2.nb 14) .. .. 31 

Total (2 wtcts dec)_335 

C While, B Par her. ffl J Blatey. D Gough P 
J Hartey, C E W Sfiverwood and R D Sremp 
c*d not baL 

FALL OF WICKETS M5.2-t0t 
BOWLING' Patel 18-3-67-0; BaflartKe 21- 
8-52-1; VWghr 14-3^0-7. Wagh 26-7-64-0. 
Byrne 72-2V0: Hudson 4-0-29-0. 
UgWooi 4-0-25-0 

OXFORD UNWBISnY; Fret Innings 
fl D Hudson tow b Gouch . . . 0 

‘M A WatT not out..8 

C G R UgHtool c Byas b Shrewmod 11 
B W Byrne nd out 0 

Extras (rto 2|. ■ 2 

Total pwfJts) - 21 

JAG Fulton. P G Morgan. C Patel. tA P 

Scnm. LG Etochanan. GJWrtghi andCM 

Banarbce to bat 

FALL OF WICKETS' 1-0.2-17 

EOWUNG Gough 5-1-10-1. Stoerwood 4- 

MM. 

Umpies A A Jones and KJ Lyons 

First Test match 

Sri Lanka v Pakistan 

COLOMBO (me da ot 6m). Sri Lante 

tiew won Pakistan 

SRI LANKA: first Innings 330 (H P 
Tileteratne 103. R S K^uwilherara 57, 
Saqlaw MushLaq 5lor ffi) 

Second Innings 

MSAlapatlucNaab Sedan ..25 

R R Arnold c Nadf b Saqiar .15 

P A de Silva c Sopton b Musttaq Iffl 
■A Ftanalunqa c Raja b Mustnaq SB 
HPTfflefc£ratnecRamc«bSaqlain. 54 
tfl S KatowUharara c Mor b Nasi. .17 
STJayasutyacSalfnElahtbSaqtam 62 
H D P K Dhammsffft reX out . . U 

WPUJC VanscsubhMushraq . .1 

Exiras (b 3, to 4. nb Si. . 12 

roffiJfSwMs)-423 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-38.2-53. 3-182. *■ 
265.5-315.6-390. ?-420.8-523. 
BOWLING: Mohaixxl Zartd 11-1-60-0, 
Shatvd Nazv 12-661-1. Sfc#3in NusHaq 
63-13-137-4: Mushtaq Ahamed 39 1-9-94- 
3. AafMupBba 30-5^4-0 
PAKISTAN: first tormgB 378 Kaz Ahmed 
153. &*m Mafk 56. SaqUn Mustnaq, 5B. 
Ramu Rip 50: Murfitoaran 6tw&S) 
Umpres; u Wlet-jp/nastogne (Sri Lante) 
and D R She^toord (England!. 


EXCLUSIVE COMPETITION THEiMfeTIMES 


Play Interactive Team 
Cricket for your 
chance to win £10,000 



Full details of how to enter appear in 
the 16-page Cricket *97 supplement 
which was free with last Monday’s 
paper. For a copy call 0171-4813355. 



CHANGING TIMES 
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FOOTBALL: MIDDLESBROUGH TURN ATTENTIONS AWAY FROM WEMBLEY AS QUEST FOR PREMIERSHIP SURVIVAL RESUMES 


Final soon 
relegated 
in Juninho’s 
priorities 

By Oliver Holt, football correspondent 



Ravanelli celebrates Middlesbrough's quick return to Wembley after their FA Cup semi-fmal replay triumph. Photograph: Ross Kinnaird/Allsport 

Downcast Duncan must rally his troops 

David Powell looks at Chesterfield’s alternative but highly 


improbable route to Wembley via the divisional play-offs 


THERE were only a handful 
of supporters left in the cav¬ 
ernous stadium by the rime 
that Jurtinho emerged onto the 
Hillsborough pitch after Mid¬ 
dlesbrough's FA Cup semi¬ 
final replay victory over 
Chesterfield on Tuesday 
nighL His mobile phone kept 
rapping out its happy tune to 
signal congratulatory calls 
flooding in from Brazil, a 
musical match for the smile on 
his impish face. 

At last, everything seemed 
right in the diminutive mid¬ 
field player's world. His danc¬ 
ing, jinking performance had 
inspired his team to a crush¬ 
ing 3-0 victory over the Na¬ 
tionwide League second 
division team, a win that will 
rake them back to Wembley 
next month for a chance to 
make amends for their eventu¬ 
al Coca-Cola Cup final defeat 
by Leicester City. 

Juninho’s first thoughts 
were of Chelsea, of Gian¬ 
franco Zola, and of what a 



great final it should be on May 
17 — a final of like-minded 
teams with gifted individuals 
who try to play a passing 
game, a final featuring the 
most famous of English foot¬ 
ball's foreign legion. 

"Zola is a wonderful play¬ 
er.” Juninho said. "When I 
was in Brazil. 1 watched 
Italian football a lot on the 
television and J always saw 
Zola. Of course, 1 hope he does 
not play well against us, and 
we will give him special 
attention by putting Emerson 
or Robbie Mustoe cm him, but 
he is different class. 

“There are similarities in 
the way the rwo of us play. We 
both concentrate on the goal. 
When we take the ball, we 
both go for the goal rather 
than looking out towards the 
wings. Chelsea like to put the 
bail down on the ground and 
start playing and I think it will 
be a very open game. That is 


the way the English game is 
now.” 

Ir was not Jong, however, 
before the smile was replaced 
by a sterner expression. The 
questions came thick and fast 
about whether the victor 
would help Middlesbrough in 
their increasingly desperate 
battle against relegation from 
the FA Carling Premiership. 
Jurtinho did not understand 
the one about whether he 
would have swapped the win 
over Chesterfield for league 
safety, but it was clear where 
his priorities lay. 

Less than 90 minutes after 
the game had finished, the 
team had completed a modest 
celebration in the players’ bar 
before boarding a coach, not to 
any triumphant welcome on 
Teesside but to London, to 
prepare for the vital Premier¬ 
ship game with Tottenham 
Hotspur at White Han Lane 
tonight. 

Middlesbrough have games 
in hand over all the other 
relegation candidates, but 
even a win over Tottenham 
would not lift them out of the 
bottom three. More impor¬ 
tant. after six games in 17 
days, they face the prospect of 
a last Oing of four games in 
nine days the week after next, 
one of them away to 
Manchester United. 

“We had lost the last two 
games,” Juninho said, "so it 
was important for us to win 
tonight to give us and the fans 
something to be happy about; 
but we have to concentrate on 
the Tottenham game now. We 
have to win as many of our 
remaining games as we can to 
have a chance of staying up. 
but we are hopeful." 

Bryan Robson, the Middles¬ 
brough manager, said that the 
win over Chesterfield would 
help the club's chance of 
Premiership survival, but he 
looked too careworn to be 
overjoyed at the prospect of 
Wembley. 

“The players are tired, phys¬ 
ically and psychologically,” 
Robson said. “We’ve hardly 
trained over the last couple of 
weeks. They just prepare as 
best they can. The FA Cup 
final is a huge bonus, but 
avoiding relegation is still the 
priority.’' 


T he "Good Luck Spi- 
reites” cards remained 
on the walls in recep¬ 
tion at Chesterfield Football 
Club yesterday. If the one 
predicting "Middlesbrough 0 
Chesterfield 2” needs to come 
down quickly, another pro¬ 
claiming “Wembley Here We 
Come” can stay until first 
thing tomorrow, perhaps 
longer. 

One Wembley trail gives 
way to another, although 
Chesterfield^ campaign to go 
there in the Nationwide 
League second division play¬ 
off final next month has only 
marginally more life left in it 
than their FA Cup run. The 
34) semi-final replay defeat by 
Middlesbrough at HOIs- 
borough on Tuesday night 
burst the bubble of romantics 
everywhere. For the hard core 
among the Chesterfield sup¬ 
port. the question now is: 
“Who’s for Watford tonight?" 


The bald facts are that to 
have any chance of securing a 
play-off place. Chesterfield 
must win at Vicarage Road 
this evening, the first of five 
league games in ten days. 
Three of the four play-off 
places are as good as booked, 
leaving Bristol City, to whom 
Chesterfield travel next Wed¬ 
nesday, as the only buJkeye to 
aim at on a distant target 
Chesterfield are right points 
behind City with two games 
in hand. 

That John Duncan, the 
Chesterfield manager, has 
awoken from the dream was 
dear yesterday. He was down 
to earth. "It seems an awful 
backlog of pressure games for 
the squad we have," Duncan 
said. “When you look at the 


league, you say thaL mathe¬ 
matically. it Is possible, but 
realistically, it is difficult to 
imagine." Then it must have 
flashed across Duncan's mind 
that Chesterfield reaching the 
FA Cup semi-finals had been 
difficult to imagine, and he 
added: “But it is not 
impossible." 

The wear and tear of the 
Cup left Duncan wondering 
yesterday who would be fit for 
tonight “The Watford game is 
going to be very hard for us 
after the emotions and efforts 
of the semi-final and only one 
day’s rest" Duncan said. 
"There is the down after the 
Cup and the tiredness of the 
players. I am not going to be 
able to play all of those I used 
at Hillsborough." 


In the post-march interview 
at Hillsborough. Duncan had 
looked a dejected figure, re¬ 
maining seated for some mo¬ 
ments after the last question 
had been fired, his head 
bowed He spoke of a battle 
well fought of a memorable 
season, of his hope that Mid¬ 
dlesbrough would “do well" 
in their fight against relega¬ 
tion and at Wembley, but he 
looked utterly downcast 
“I felt better this morning 
than 1 did straight after the 
match." Duncan said yester¬ 
day. "It was not as bad as a 
normal defeaL There was still 
the feeling when I woke up 
this morning of how well we 
had done, how much we had 
done for the town and the 
area. 


“When you wake up after a 
league defeaL you fed terri¬ 
ble. It was dear we needed 
60-10 luck, if not a little more: 
The first goal bounced in off 
the post and we needed it to 
bounce ouL” 

The memory of that may 
fade, but never is Duncan 
likely to forget the goal that 
was not. the shot from Jona¬ 
than Howard that crossed the 
line but was disallowed, and 
which would have given 
Chesterfidd a 3-1 lead in the 
original semi-finaL 

“That is the story of it all” 
isn’t it?" Duncan said. “That 
was the crucial moment in the 
ending of our dream " Blue 
and white banners remained 
on show around Chesterfield 
yesterday, so much joy in the 
erecting, so upsetting to re¬ 
move. knowing that they will 
not be needed again this 
season. Unless ... “Who’s for 
Watford?" 


Players 
urged to 
remember 
sporting 
standards 

By Our Sports Staff 

GORDON TAYLOR, the chief 
executive of the Professional 
Footballers’ Association, yes¬ 
terday added his voice to those 
expressing concern about re¬ 
cent breaches of a generally 
accepted code of gentlemanly 
conducL 

"I think it is a good time to 
remind all players to keep 
setting tiie best sporting stan¬ 
dards. no matter what is at 
stake,” Taylor said. 

Vinnie Jones, the Wimble¬ 
don captain, was criticised by 
Ruud Gullit, the Chelsea man¬ 
ager. for launching a long 
throw in the closing minutes 
of the game at Sdhurst Park 
on Tuesday, when Chelsea 
expected to regain possession 
after kicking the ball out of 
play when Craig Forrest, their 
goalkeeper, needed treatment 
for injury. 

At Highbury, last Saturday, 
Chris Sutton, the Blackburn 
striker, forced Arsenal to con¬ 
cede a comer, from which 
Rovers scored an injury-time 
equaliser, leaving the Arsenal 
players furious with Sutton for 
chasing a throw-in that had 
been deliberately conceded by 
Patrick Vieira so that Stephen 
Hughes, his team-mate. amid 
be heated by the trainer. 

Sutton has since hit back, 
publicly accusing the Arsenal 
players of bad behaviour and 
asking: “Is it sportsmanship 
when somebody puts his fore¬ 
head into your face? That 
happened to me. Arsenal were 
time-wasting, too. and, al¬ 
though I can't really condone 
what I did. it is dog-eat-dog 
out there.” 

Taylor said: “Although I’ve 
not seen either the Sutton or 
Jones incident, these are clear¬ 
ly worrying instances. 

“We’ve all done a lot of work 
getting the game a good name 
for sportsmanship in this 
country. We won the fair play 
award at Euro 96. English 
clubs are high in the table for 
good behaviour in Europe and 
we’ve earned an extra place in 
the Uefa Cup next season. 

“We sent all our members a 
reminder earlier this season 
about their responsibilities on 
the pitch. It might be time to 
do it again, especially with so 
many important matches 
coming up. including the pro¬ 
motion play-offs. II we are not 
careful, players’ actions can 
cause trouble in the crowd. Ill 
be asking them to count to ten 
and think about what they are 
doing, if it is at all possible. 
There is a lot of pressure on 
them, the pressure of having 
to get results.” 



$ 
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Inter face final demands 
after costly resistance 


WHEN the smoke finally 
cleared at AS Monaco on 
Tuesday night, and Inter¬ 
nationale had repelled the 
frenzied assaults of their hosts. 
Paul I nee was left to ponder 
the price of success. Never one 
to shirk a physical challenge, 
inoe. the former Manchester 
United midfield player, had 
stood tall as his side worked 
the hardest possible passage 
to the Uefa Cup final, dinging 
to the 3-1 advantage that they 
had earned in the home leg. 

For lnce. the consequence 
was inevitable. A challenge 
too far. a yellow card, and 
automatic suspension from 
the first leg of the final, away 
to Schalke 04. of Germany, on 
May 7. He was not alone. 
Jocelyn Angioma and Youri 
Djorkaeff, Inter's rwo France 
internationals, will join him 
on the sidelines after collecting 
bookings during the frantic 
resistance effort 

Inter yielded momentarily, 
in the seventieth minute, when 
Viktor Ikpeba drove home his 
seventh goal of the tourna¬ 
ment despite a suspicion of 
handball in the build-up. Had 
the goal been disallowed, Mo¬ 
naco's sense of injustice would 
have been complete. 

The ruling out of earlier 
efforts by Martin Djetou. for 
pushing on Fagliuca, the goal- 


ByOur Sports Staff 

keeper, and Thierry Henry, 
for offside, had served only to 
fuel the passion of Monaco's 
attacks, which culminated in 
Fabien Barthez, their goal¬ 
keeper, striking a shot that 
was deflected wide and then 
racing to take the corner 
himself. : 

Jean Tigana, the manager of 
Monaco, who lead the French 
league, was predictably out¬ 
raged by the slings of misfor¬ 
tune. "It’s extremely frus¬ 
trating for us, but thafSL 
footballhe said. “I shan’t 
comment on the refereeing, 
although I have my own 
views. There was nothing 
wrong with the first goal. 

“The difference between 



luce yellow card 


ourselves and Inter was their 
greater experience. They went 
through although we domi¬ 
nated three quarters of tire tie. 
But life goes on. Let's hope we 
still get tiie league title.” 

The victory ensured that 
Roy Hodgson, the Inter man¬ 
ager. has the opportunity to 
sign-off in style before depart¬ 
ing for Blackburn Rovers. 
Sdialke will provide equally 
determined opposition, how¬ 
ever. as evidenced by their 
extra-time success against Te¬ 
nerife in Gelsenkirchen. 

Never having won a Euro¬ 
pean trophy, and determined 
to keep this particular one m 
Germany after Bayern Mu¬ 
nich's success last year. 
Schalke set about dismantling 
a Tenerife defence determined 
to cling to a 1-0 advantage 
from the first leg. 

The partisan crowd of 
56.000was made to wait for 68 
minutes before the breach was 
made, Thomas Linke heading 
in from a corner. Tenerife’s 
cushion having been whisked 
from beneath them, the game 
became more open. 

It was not until the second 
period of extra time, however, 
that the issue was settled, 
when an Olaf Thon free kick 
was headed in by Marc 
Wilmots. the Belgium fbr- 
ward. 



UEFA CUP: Semi-finals, second logs: AS 
Monaco 1 IntenwioraJe 0 lagg- 3-2); 
Schafce 04 2 Tanenta 0 (act 1-0 alter SO 
mmes: agg. 2 - 1 ). 

FA Cn>: Seni-ftial retrtay: Osstertetd 0 
Mfddtesbftxjgn 3 (Mfodfesbrougn pfay 
Chelsea) 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: Efcttfctxan 
Reacts 4 Shetfi^d Wednesday 1: Leeds 
Umled 0 Aston Vita 0: Sundertand 0 
Southampton ), Wimbledon 0 Chelsea f. 
Bottom of the table 

P W D L F A Pts 
BlacKbwn. . 35 9 14 12 40 37 41 

Leicester 34 10 10 14 38 49 40 

Southampton 36 9 11 16 46 55 38 

Cowwttiy ... 36 8 14 14 35 51 38 

Sunderland - 36 9 10 17 32 52 37 

West Ham... 34 8 11 IS 33 45 35 

MWdtetixo ..33 9 3 18 44 53 33 

NottnF ... 36 6 14 IS 30 S3 32 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE: First dMston: 
Ipswich Town 1 Mancheder CRy 0; 
Portsmouth 4 Barnsley 2 Second dMston: 
Blad*>xti1 Brertlord 0: Uoon Town 0 Bury 
0: Stockport County 2 York City 1:WMiam 
t Clews Atewndra 1 

VAUXHAU. CONFERENCE: Macclesfield 
5 Wotong 0; Morecambe 0 Statybndge 0. 
TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP: SenMM 
replay: Klmamock 1 Dundee United 0 
(Kknamock play Celtic or Falklfe). 

WORLD CUP. Aston zone: OuaUyfrig 
group three: Unrted Arab Emirates 3 
Bahrai n 0 (to Shapah) 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Pramter dvtaion: 
AtfwrUonc 4 Sahsbuy ft Ca m bridge C4y 4 
Asrtord 0: Dorrhesrer 2 Gloucester Z 
Halesowen 2 Sttngboune ft Sudbuy 
Town 1 Chetterbam 4 MkSand dMaton: 
Ifceaon 3 Grantham 1: Moor Green 4 SuBon 
Coldfield Town i: Shepshed Dynamo 2 
Biaon 0. Southern (Melon: Crdertord 2 
Westarv super-Mare 2: Newport flow) 3 
r 1 : Veto 1 r ” 


I Fleet 5 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier dMston: 
ABra&xi 1 FridJeyO. Bamtar Bridge OBtyth 
Spartans 1. Gansbotough 4 Runcorn 1; 
Kmwdey 2 Giaseiey Z LeeL 1 Cdwyn 
Bey 0 First dMston: Great Harwood 1 
Leigh i: Harogate Town 0 Gretna 0: 
LrcoP Untied i Wodisop ft Stocfcsbridge 
PS 2 Congtecxi ft Workington 1 Alfietan 1. 
ENOSLBGH INSURANCE MIDLAND 
COMBINATION: Premier dvlsion: Cov- 
en&y Sphinx 3 Ahechuch z Hr phg e l a 3 
Korwworth 1; Knowte 3 Soulham 1: 
R Ki roond Swifts 1 Massey Ferguson ft 
WeOesboume 1 ColeshU 2 
HELLENIC LEAGUE Premier dMston: 
2 Norm Leigh O; C&rtenon 1 
1 : Lantoaum Sports 1 


SCREWFK DIRECT LEAGUE Pienter 
(Melon: Bridgwater 0 TVanon 3: Chert] 0 
Chippenham Z MangocfleW 1 Catoa 3; 
Pail on l2Bidetad 0. 


PRESS 6 JOUHNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE Forres Mechancs 2 Bgto 1: Wick 
Academy 1 Ctadracuddln 1 
FAI HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier 
dMston: Derry 0 Cork Z Bray 1 SheU 
bewne 1 

LONDON SPARTAN LEAGUE Premier 
d iyneo n: Bnmsown 1 Cocktosters 0 
INTERLINK EXPRESS ALLIANCE Blax- 
w*ch 0 Petal VKa 2; Cftasatown 0 West 
Midlands Poto 2: Knypereiey 0 Rocester ft 
Parshore 3 Bndgnilh 2. Stapenrtl 2 
Bottnere St Mchaeis 1 
K3S LEAGUE Prettier division: Bebop's 
Slortlord 4 Bromley 3. DUvwchO Dagenham 
and RMbndge 2, Grays 2 Boreham Wood 
4; SI Ataans D Aylesbury ft Sutton Unled 0 
Heybridge Z Yeadrng 1 Staines ft Yeovil 4 
Chrad Qty 1. First ctviswn; Btetcay 3 
Wokingham 1. Convey Island 0 Uxbndge ft 
Layton Pennant 2 Moiesey 3 Second 
dMston: Barking 1 Wemttiey 1: CofrerRow 
and Rorrrtord 2 Metropolian Pttoe 1: 
Dorkng 0 Bansteed 3. Ware 0 Bedford 
Town 0: Wwenhoe 5 Horsham 2. Third 
dMston; Epsom and Ewefl 0 Hornchurch 3 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: First 
dMston: Watford 0 Queans Pork Rangers 0. 
PONTWS LEAGUE Premier dMston: 
Everton 0 Tranmere 6. 

GILBERT LEAGUE OF WALES: Bvtgor 
C4y2Caersws 1; Hofywel 2 Rhyl 3. 
BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE Premier 
dviston.' Btanwcti 2 EUngsitall Heath ft 
Dartastan 1 WoMartwnpton United 1; 
Ludlow i Stourpart 1; T/vkJale 0 H# Top 0. 
WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAGUE First 
dMston: Corinthian 4 Sheppey Z Deal 4 
Whrtstabte l: Furness 0 Beckenham 1; 
Greenwich 2 Cray ft Heme Bay 2 
Fever shall 2 

JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE Premier dMaion: Feftxstowo p and T 
0 Great Yarmouth 1; Qorieston 0 D&s ^ : 
Halstead 0 Wood&ridge ft Harwich and 
Parireston 2 Newmarket 0, Lowasiofl 1 
Siowmarkat ft Wtoxham 8 Fatenham 0 
M1NSTVA SOUTH MDLANDS LEAGUE 
Premtor c&vteton: Buckingham Athletic 0 
M*on Keynes ft Porters Bar 1 Ariesey 1. 
RoysTon 1 Hoddeedon 1. Welwyn Garden 0 
Langford 0. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE First 
dMston: holier Old Bqye 1 Pennth 2: 
NantwtchOBurscough 1: Eastwood Hanley 
OCWheroe 4 

NORTHERN COUNTES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier dMaion: Arnold 0 Denaby 2; North 
Ferrtoy 1 Bdper Town 2: Osseft Atoon 3 
Huchnafl 2. Pickering 0 Bngg 1: Pontebacl 
Cots 3 Hatfield Mato 3 
SCHOOLS MATCHES FA Premier League 
under-IB Trophy: Final: Cbdordshire 2 
North um berl an d 3 (aeg North West 
Htaxftwvd under-T4 Trophy: SNoMhat 
Sefton 1 Manchester 1. 

PORTUGUESE CUP; Sbdh round: 
Acadernca Coimbra 0 Sporting Lisbon 1. 


Ronaldo signs up for nine 
more years with Barcelona 


RONALDO, the Brazil strik¬ 
er, is to sign a new contract 
that will keep him at Barcelo¬ 
na. the Spanish first division 
club, until 2006. It ends speai- 
lation that he would be joining 
Lazio, of Italy, in a $30 million 
(about £19 million) deal at the 
end of tiie season. 

Jose Luis Nunez, the Barce¬ 
lona president, said yesterday: 
"We are very happy every¬ 
thing has been resolved at last 
The only remaining problem 
is the wording of the contract" 

Although Ronaldo, 20. has 
scored 30 goals this season — 
emulating the feat of Romano, 
his compatriot, of three years 
ago — Barcelona had become 
increasingly disillusioned 
with the number of games that 
he was missing because of 
international commitments. If 
he were to play in every march 
for Brazil this year, he would 
be away from his dub for 76 
days. 

Nunez was also peeved by 
the constant demands of 
Ronaldo's agents — Giovanni 
Brandiinl. Alexandre Martins 
and Reinaldo Pitta. Seven 
months ago, he signed an 
eight-year contract that guar¬ 
anteed him £1.2 million per 
season; only three months 
later, his advisers brokered a 
two-year extension and sub¬ 
stantial annual pay rise. 


By Russell Kempson 

The validity of Ronaldo's 
new contract, drafted on De¬ 
cember 9, depended on it 
being signed by January 20. It 
was not confirmed and, subse¬ 
quently, stories again surfaced 
that the world footballer of the 
year was unhappy. 

Sergio Cragnotti, the Lazio 
president, admitted that he 
had discussed Ronaldo's 
future with Nike, the player's 
sponsor, but Nunez appears to 
have finally settled the issue. If 
Ronaldo leaves Barcelona be¬ 
fore 2006, the purchasers will 
have to pay $107 million, 
beating the previous r ecord, of 
$42 million, set by Real Ma¬ 
drid for Raul, the Spanish 
teenager. 



Ronaldo: happy to stay 


Gianluca Vialli, the unset¬ 
tled Chelsea striker, is being 
courted by Aialanta, the Serie 
A club. Emiliano Mondonico, 
the Atalanta manager, who 
launched Vi alb's career at 
Cremonese, is seeking a re¬ 
placement for Filippo Inzaghi. 
the leading Italian league 
goalscorer, who is leaving the 
club at the end of the season. 

Ivan Ruggeri, the Atalanta 
president, said: “There has 
already been contact with 
Vialli. a chat between old 
friends. He is taking his time 
to make his mind up and so 
are we. For the moment, irs 
only a dream, but, in football, 
you never know.” Atalanta, 
the losing finalists in the 
Italian Cup last season, can 
still qualify for the Uefa Cup 
this season. 

□ AS Monaco, the runaway 
French first division leaders, 
are at home to Marseilles on 
Saturday. With eight tides and 
ten cup victories, including a 
triumph in the 1993 European 
Cup. Marseilles are the great¬ 
est dub in French football 
histoiy. but they have fallen 
on lean times and lie twelfth. 
They are in danger of becom¬ 
ing only the second Marseilles 
team to go through a season 
without an away victory. The 
last time this happened was in 
1958-59. 
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GOLF 

Ballesteros 
welcomes 
emergence 
of Woods 


SPORT 49 


From Mel Webb in Madrid 


THE time had come, the 
golfers said, to talk of many 
things, and if sealing-wax and 
string did not enter the conver¬ 
sation, it was sheer luck. The 
Spanish Open starts at La 
Morajeju II here today and the 
polf will have to be pretty good 
in the next four days to match 
the brains trust that was held 
yesterday 24 hours before a 
ball had been struck in anger. 

The first big act was 
Severiano Ballesteros, who 
was tlie Tiger Woods of his 
generation. Ballesteros was 
present to talk of himself and 
his golf game, which led on to 
Tiger Woods, and the Ryder 
Cup, which led on to Tiger 
Woods. The way things were 
going. Tiger Woods's name 
would probably have cropped 
up in a matter of seconds if 
somebody had pondered 
aloud the escape velocity of a 
lunar probe. 

Woods's coach is Butch 
Harmon, who sorted out Greg 
Norman (who is also here and 



Ballesteros: ailing swing 

came in later id talk about you 
know who) when a couple of 
glitches appeared in Nor¬ 
man’s swing in the early 
Nineties. Hannon has advised 
Woods for some time, and the 
triangle was completed by the 
fact that Harmon has been 
summoned to Madrid this 
week to administer soothing 
nostrums to Ballesteros’s ail¬ 
ing swing. 

That link finally estab¬ 
lished. Ballesteros enlarged on 
the composition of the Europe 
team that he will captain 
against the United States at 
Valderrama in September. 

Ballesteros had the opportu¬ 
nity when in the United State 
for the Masters to closet 
himself with Nick Faldo 
and/or Jesper Pamevik, who 
have bunked off to the US 
Tour and refuse to return to 
school in Europe for more 


than a handful of appearances 
to try 10 play themselves into 
the team. Head prefect Balle¬ 
steros said that fie had not 
spoken to either man. believ¬ 
ing that the job should be left 
to headmaster Ken Schofield, 
the executive director of the 
PGA European Tour. 

He praised Parnevik. who 
has had a string of top-ten 
finishes in the United Slates 
this season and, after finishing 
tied for second in the MCI 
Classic at the weekend, has 
moved up to fourth in the US 
Tour money-list. “Jesper’s 
been playing very' well ihis 
season and right now he lias a 
good chance of being picked." 
Ballesteros said. 

By now' it was, worrying!)*, 
probably 30 seconds since 
anybody had mentioned Tiger 
Woods, so it came as some¬ 
thing of a relief when his name 
was raised again. “I’m veiy 
happy Tiger’s going to be in 
the team." Ballesteros said, 
with the hint of twinkle in his 
eye. “I always want to beat the 
best team possible." 

Finally. Norman dropped in 
and was rapidly brought into 
the debate on rhe subject of the 
day. "There’s no doubt that 
Tiger's the best in the world at 
the moment,” he said. So. 
speaking as the man who had 
led on the Saturday of all 
four majors in 19S6 and 
ended up with only one vic¬ 
tory, did he think that Woods 
could do the grand slam tills 
year? 

“Ive always said that the 
grand slam is possible," he 
said. “Whether I tliink Tiger 
can do it this year is another 
matter. But what if he won 
two? And then three? What 
would we be saying then?” 
Heaven only knows — he has 
won only one major so far. 
and still the talk was of 
nobody else. If he were to 
pluck another couple off the 
shelf, there would probably be 
questions in the House at the 
very least. 

□ Davis Love sank a four-foot 
birdie putt on the first play-off 
hole to defeat Phil Mickelson 
and reach the semi-finals of 
the world championship of 
golf in Lake Oconee. Georgia. 
Both players had birdied the 
18th to stay all square, with 
Love then putting hi s ap¬ 
proach close as the play-off 
began. Mickelson missed a 30- 
foot birdie putt before Love 
holed out. Love will now play 
the Japanese champion in 
Scottsdale. Arizona, in Jan¬ 
uary. 
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In tribute to a great cricketing career 

THE DENIS COMPTON 
CHARACTER JUG 

A strictly limited edition from Royal Doulton 



Vlz m Hillbli stw 


From dashing young baeroan. hist 10 pass 1,000 rons m he dcfcui 
season, lo respected dder salesman. DCS Compion inspired 
admiration duvagboai h«s « Tea. Jn his carnival year of 1047. 
Denis nwrired tip a record 3.81b runs, ai an average of M0.H5 
Now, his achievements air commemorated wuh this fine character 
jug. modelled by Stanley James Taylor, hand painted by Ro«l 
Doulion. in □ limited edition of 9.500. Exclusive in U»lcy* by 
Post, the Denis Common Character J.ig is a fminfi and collectable 
trfbwc to a tn>e record breaker. Reserve yours today with one 
payment or C49 95 or 3 mieiwl free instalments of £.1665* 

RESERVE yours today. 

CALI LOCALL0345 023444 

toll* charged at local raid, (aa 01TB- -£- 0*4 
* or retnrn your priomy order form below 

U Royal Doulton 

lU u|-t“ e It Yt 1 -Ilf.™ ^ 

— 


«*■** j> pavmcm «■ ML U Ox pbw ™ 

mS “ h, “ W *' D crnl wuh 7 it-xjlmena ^ 





c ‘cnzcn 


_r*K . _- 

scad io Ten* ""“ r ^ 1 :MI H * ■*? 


Ef&CGAJLLARD 



sjfr 




Krajicek’s imposing service game proved too much for Stich during a straight-sets victory 

Krajicek perfects the art 
of modelling style to clay 


THE downfall of five more 
leading contenders left Rich¬ 
ard Krajicek, the Wimbledon 
champion, sitting pretty at the 
Monte Carlo Open tennis 
tournament yesterday. Kra¬ 
jicek demolished Michael 
Stich. another former winner 
at Wimbledon. 6-3. 6-0. but it 
was the departure of another 
clutch of seeded players that 
continued to catch the 
attention. 

Jim Courier. Thomas Enq- 
vist, the Swedish player. 
Wayne Ferreira, of South Afri¬ 
ca, Marc Russet and. perhaps 
most surprising of ail. Alberto 
Berasategui, the Spanish day- 
court specialist, followed Pete 
Sampras. Thomas Muster 
and Boris Becker out of the 
event 

Krajicek, from Holland, the 
No 4 seed, who had just flown 
back from Japan after win¬ 
ning a tournament in Tokyo 
last week, adapted so quickly 
to tire slow surface that he now 
believes that he can achieve an 
important breakthrough on 
clay this season. 

“1 feel pretty good going into 
tire French Open this season." 
he said. "1 think I was one of 

Hingis ruled 
out by fall 

MARTINA HINGIS, right, 
the women's world No J. has 
pulled out of a tournament in 
Hamburg next week because 
of a knee injury sustained in a 
riding accident. Hingis fell 
from a horse on Monday 
evening and. although the 
injury was described as mi¬ 
nor. it has ruled her out of the 
Hamburg event and the Ital¬ 
ian Open, which starts in 
Rome the week after. 


By Our Sports Staff 

the best players at the French 
last year. If only I had not felt 
so tired in the end of my match 
against Yevgeny ) Kafel¬ 
nikov].” Kafelnikov, seeded 
No 3 in Monte Carlo, bear 
Krajicek in the quarter-finals 
in Paris last year and went on 
to win the title. 

In the third round. Krajicek 


Monte Carlo results 
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will meet Mark Philippoussis, 
the Australian, another player 
renowned for his powerful 
service, who was ioo strong for 
Courier, a former French 
Open champion. 

Courier, seeded No 8. strug¬ 
gled to return the service and 
failed to impose his pace 
during a 7-5. 7-5 defeat. A 
break at the end of each set 
was enough for Philippoussis 
to go through. 

Fresh from winning in Bar¬ 
celona on Monday, Alberto 
Costa, of Spain, wasted linle 
time in dismissing Slava 
Dosedel. of the Czech Repub¬ 
lic. in straight sets and will 
face Marcelo Rios, from Chile. 


in a rematch of the semi-final 
in Monte Carlo last year. 

If the misfortunes of 
Ferreira against Carlos Costa, 
another Spaniard, or Enqvist 
against Bohdan Ulihrach. 
another Czech, were expected 
because they are no admirers 
of day, the early exits of 
Rosset. from Switzerland, and 
Berasategui were surprising. 

A semi-finalist at the French 
Open last year. Rosset bowed 
out 7-6, 6-1 to Daniel Vacek, 
the Czech, and Berasaregui, 
the runner-up in Paris in 1994. 
lost to Emilio Alvarez, his 
compatriot, who had been 
forced to qualify for the event. 


Ping pong waits for 
cue to take screen test 


W hat table tennis needs is television 
— and, possibly, coloured balls. 
For, hyped on the small screen. 
just like snooker, it might be the veiy thing 
to while away those long, empty evenings 
after dinner. 

This week, table tennis found itself with a 
potentially bright new star — Katy Parker. 
4ft Sin and. ai 12. the youngest English 
competitor to be picked to play in a world 
championship. She. and a few more like her, 
might gel viewers glued to these! to fill those 
wasteland hours after they have dined. 

The advent of television transformed the 
viewing of sports throughout the world and 
the cameras had a powerful effect in turning 
relatively obscure games into mass spectator- 
sports — none more so than snooker. 

Millions this week are watching the 
hypnotic theatre of the world championship 
at the Crucible, Sheffield, where “Rocket" 
Ronnie O’Sullivan recorded the fastest 147 
maximum break in the history' of the game. 

Snooker, with its 
multicoloured balls and 
miniature arena, seems 
so perfect for colour tele¬ 
vision that, had the game 
nor existed, some enter¬ 
prising programmer 
would probably have in¬ 
vented it to delight the 
late-night armchair audi¬ 
ence. 

Until television took 
oversnooker, it had a 
somewhat seedy and 
backstreet image, which 
actually belles its upper- 
class origins. For both snooker and table 
tennis were born into aristocratic Victorian 
Britain and. in the far off days before 
television, both these games were devised. 
not to be watched, bur as an activity to while 
away those after-dinner hours when the 
leisured classes had time on their hands. 

Miniature tennis was played indoors in 
England in the i88l)s and 1890s. largely 
among the formally dressed gentlefolk, as a 
mixed-company, afterdinner diversion. A 
table was usually set up in the dining room 
or parlour. "Nets” were improvised from 
woven fabric, string, towels, bottles, books 
or whatever was to hand. Cigar boxes were 
broken up to serve as makeshift bats. As the 
game became more organised, these gave 
way to clumsy, long-handled, vellum rackets 
before they, in turn, were replaced by short- 
handled wooden bats, sometimes covered 
with sandpaper or cork. 

The first balls were carved out of the tops 
of champagne corks and often tipsily 
angled. People soon found that playing was 
easier if they used small rubber balls, but it 
was not until James Gibb, an engineer and 
founder of the Amateur Athletic Association, 
brought back to England some toy celluloid 
balls from the United States (hat the game 
became laughingly referred to as "ping 
pong”, because of the sound of the bail 
hitting the bat. 

Between 1900 and 1902 Great Britain and 
the United States went ping pong crazy. 
Ping pong postcards were sent lavishly 



printed party invitations were issued special 
ping pong songs were written, the veiy term 
7 Ping Pong" was registered as a trade" name 
in the United States and thousands of clubs 
were set up as the great table tennis craze 
look oft The game was much bigger than 
snooker. 

England's first famous player was Arnold 
“Ping Pong” Parker at the turn of the 
century, who formulated some much needed 
laws and was a great champion of the 
double-bounce service. Before the introduc¬ 
tion of this technique, the players had 
bizarrely tried to imitate the lawn tennis 
service --although the overhand service had 
to be banned very early. 

At around the same time as the Victorian 
gentlefolk were inventing table tennis to 
liven up their evenings, snooker was being 
bora in the boredom of the British Raj. In 
India, young .Army officers would often 
while away their off-duty hours around the 
billiard table. In IS75. at Jabalpur, one 
subaltern in the Devon¬ 
shire Regiment Neville 
Chamberlain, finding the 
games that they were 
playing too boring, had 
the inspired idea of add¬ 
ing coloured balls to liven 
up the contest and add a 
touch of gambling. 

The word "snooker" 
was a nickname for raw 
cadets and was in general 
use as an insult for the 
incompetent. Anytime an 
opponent missed an easy 
shot in his new game, 
Chamberlain would mock him as a “snook¬ 
er". and the name stuck. 

The inventive Victorians, who gave these 
games to the world, would be amazed at the 
way they have grown. Snooker’s big earners, 
such as Stephen Hendry, Steve Davis. Peter 
Ebdon and John Higgins, are potting 
fortunes. Table tennis, too. has mushroomed 
since the first “world championship" was 
held in 1927 among half a dozen European 
nations plus India. This week, in 
Manchester, the world titles are being 
fought for by 108 nations, with the Chinese 
the acknowledged masters of the game. 

The Victorians would also delight in the 
thought that an English girl of 12, who 
would have been far too young to liave been 
allowed up late enough to play when the 
after-dinner game was being invented, 
should now be representing her country in 
what is regarded as a worldwide sport fin 
1988 table tennis finally became an Olympic 
event). They might also feel a twinge of 
regret, though, for, these days, the great¬ 
grandchildren of the pioneers who devised 
table tennis and snooker all too often fill 
their empty hours by turning on the 
television to watch others play them. 

The men and women who dreamt up 
these pastimes would be sad and puzzled 
that with so touch leisure time to kill most 
people reach for the remote control rather 
than a bat a ball or even a billiard cue. 

John Bryant 



WORD-WATCHING 


Answers from page 44 
AGOUTI 

(d A genus of rodents, belonging to the caw or guinea pig 
family. The common species (Dasypmcia agouti ) is an animal of 
the size and appearance of a hare, common in the West Indies 
and adjacent parts of South America. French and Spanish 
attempts at the native Indian name. Charles Kingsley. Westward 
Ho!. 1855: "Smoking agoutis out of the hollow trees." 

BASHAW 

(b) The earlier form of the Turkish title Pasha. From the Old 
Turkish hash a head, the Old Turkish not distinguishing 
between p and b. Bashaw of two or ihrce tails: one of higher or 
lower rank, as indicated by the number of horse-tails borne on 
his standard. “He addressed me with all the insolence or a 
bashaw to a Circassian slave." 

BROOL 

(a) A low. deep, humming sound; a murmur. Apparently, an 
adaptation of the German bnil! roar, roaring. Carlyle. The 
French Revolution, 1857: “The People also is calm ... with but a 
few b rooting'.." 

ACALEPHA 

(b) A doss of radiate marine animals, embracing the jdly fishes 
and medusas, of pellucid gelatinous substance: so called from 
possessing the power of stinging or tingling anything which they 
touch, whence some of them are also known as sea-nettles. From 
the Greek akalephe a nettle. Gossc. Marine Zoology. 1855: 
“Acalepha (Sea Blubbers). The most common form of these 
animals is that or an umbrella or mushroom: a broad, circular 
convex disk of jelly, usually dear and colourless." 
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Compton’s cricketing genius 
unrestrained and inimitable 


JOHN 

WOODCOCK 



pays tribute to one 
of England's greatest 
all-round sportsmen 


F rom the middle 1930* 
until the early 1050s. 
Denis Compton was 
the nonpareil of the 
sporting world. He played 
cricket as every other cricketer 
must have wished he could, 
and he was scarcely less 
dashing on the wing for the 
Arsenal 

His meridian was 1947. It 
was not rhe figures that 
mattered, astonishing though 
they were, so much as the 
enchantment and the joie tie 
vivre. fn thar one English 
season he scored 3.S16 runs at 
an average of 90.85 and hit 18 
hundreds, wo records that are 
never likely to be broken. Yel 
when August came. I doubt 
whether Compton himself 
knew within 500 runs or half a 
dozen hundreds how many of 
each he had made. Of the 
great batsmen of the past 50 
years, only Ted Dexter. Gary 
Sobers. Neil Harvey and Vivi¬ 
an Richards, and perhaps 
David Gower, have been as 
richly unacquisifive, other 
than when it really mattered. 

What even they did not 
have, though, was Compton’s 
originality. We shall see 
another Dexter and another 
Richards, all being well: and 
Brian Lara plays very much as 
Harvey did. A done of Sobers 
is not entirely out of rhe 
question, and others just as 
laid back as Gower, with the 
same marvellous gift of tim¬ 
ing. will keep appearing: but 1 
am not at all sure that it would 
be possible to get away with 
Compton's rhapsodies any¬ 
more. 

If. for example, he had 
walked down the pitch to 
Marshall or Roberts or Hold¬ 
ing in the 1980s. when they 
were running in to bowl, as he 
would certainly have tried to 
do. they would very likely have 
sent him to hospital. If not. he 
would have had to wear a 
helmet, and to think of Comp¬ 
ton in a helmet is sacrilege. 
Much of the pleasure of watch¬ 
ing him bat came from being 
able to catch the expression 
and rhe flick of the hair. 

His feet never needed to be 
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Compton in 1948 at Old Trafford, where, despite a badly gashed head, he made 145 not out against Australia 


informed what to do and. if 
they got him into a tangle, his 
instincts usually got him out of 
it. He could feather a late cut 
from three yards down the 
pitch or drive past cover 
point’s left hand from a foot 
outside the leg stump or sweep 
when he seemed to be stand¬ 
ing on gully’s toes. If he were 
to come out and play against 
Shane Wame this summer, 
the cricket would bring the 
country to a standstill, so 
thrilling would it be. The 
Australians would know then 
that there is nothing quite like 
an English genius. 

Watching Wame at Ade¬ 
laide. when England were 
there last, Denis said that he 
thought that going down the 
pitch to him would be trick}- 
because of rhe way rhat he can 
push the ball through, but that 
he would have fancied his 
chances of sweeping him and 
would have been looking to cut 
the leg break more than 
happens now. To do that, of 
course, he would have had to 


DENIS CHARLES SCOTT COMPTON 


BORN: May 23.191 a n Hendon. 

CAREER: 193& MrtHeam debut v Suise* 
jS Lores tufting at No f I Matte more (fun 
1.000 runs In his Iasi season 1937: Tesi 
debji v New Zealand at the Oval, saving 
65 19*7: Scared 3.816 rure: at an average 
rjt 90 85, aiduefcng 18 oertunes 1948-49: 
Made 300 v North-East Transvaal Ho 
career-bes score was made in 181 minutes 
and t, the fastest tnpte<*ntury on iecord 
1950: Won FA Ctp-wwier's medal with 
Arsenal 1964: Played final first-class 
match, lor MCC. 


AVERAGES: Baiting (515 matches E39 
rrungj] 38.94? nms (aneraqe 5l35i 
Htghes; score: 300 Centimes 123 Bond¬ 
ing: 622 wefcets leverage 3227). Ter> 
vrlcket matches 3 Best perlcrmance 7 tar 
36 

TEST AVERAGES: Batting (78 matches 
131 mrcngs)- 5.807 nms iaverage 5006) 
Highest score' 278 (t Rafcte&n. 19 S4i 
Centimes: 17 Bowling: 25 wickets (a* 
eiage 56 40). Best performance 5 far 70 
APPEARANCES: Middlesex:) 33658 £96 
maiches). England: 1337-57 (78 matches i 


be able to “read" Wame — to 
know the leg break from the 
rest of the medley — but he 
was always good at that, even 
as a 20-year-old in 1938 against 
O’Reilly and Fleetwood- 
Smith. Some of the most 
memorable jousts of the post¬ 
war years occurred when Mid¬ 
dlesex met Kent and therefore 
Compton met Doug Wright, a 
fast leg break and googly 
bowler and. on his day, die 
best in the world. 

Compton loved the chall¬ 
enge of a drying pitch and a 
turning ball. “It makes a better 


player of you," he used la say. 
He was a wonderful improvis¬ 
er and a tremendous enter¬ 
tainer: he was infinitely 
charming and incurably unre¬ 
liable; but he was always 
forgiven. The one great sad¬ 
ness was that he was still in his 
very early thirties when the 
wear and tear of football left 
him with only one good leg. 
Thereafter, he got ever softer 
and more frustrated at the 
crease and slower between the 
wickets, though, even as late 
as 1955, when he was 37, he 
made 492 runs at an average 


of 54 against a South Africa 
attack of Heine, Adcock. God¬ 
dard and Tavfield, all fine 
bowlers. 

Given the chance to see any¬ 
one batsman of my time, from 
any country', come back and 
play a vintage innings, it 
would have to be Compton. To 
play for my life I might choose 
someone with fewer strokes 
and less imagination, and 
with Denis there would al¬ 
ways be the chance of some 
horrendous muddle between 
the wickets. Did he not cause 
Leslie, his brother, to be run 
out in his benefit match? 

The Compton of 1947. 
though, was inimitable. He 
had every stroke in the book 
and countless others that he 
made up as he went along. 
With him at the wicker and the 
best fielder in the world at 
cover point, who might have 
been Cyril Washbrook or Neil 
Harvey or Tony Harris, of 
South Africa, or Martin Don¬ 
nelly, of New Zealand, that 
was cricket in excelsis. 


It’s not in my 
nature to say 

no to aHen* 



A perfect combination 
of smoothness and 
strength, with a subtle 
blend of flavours. 

A most 
(gratifying 
Ale. 


Brewed bv Morimul of 
Abingdon, Est'd. 1711. 



Naturally gifted player had 
enjoyment as main goal 


I n the cavalcade of double 
internationals of cricket 
and football. Denis 
Compton is arguably the 
equal of the legendary C. B. 
Fry, never mind that he never 
held the world long jump 
record. I doubt if he would 
have tried. Not his kind of 
fun. 

Considering that Comp¬ 
ton’s prime, from 21 to 26, was 
consumed by the Second 
World War, his all-round 
ability, not to say his dazzling, 
devil-may-care attitude, ranks 
him among Great Britain’s 
greatest sportsmen. Above all 
Compton will be remembered 
with affection as a profession¬ 
al who played the truest 
amateur for the love of the 
game, whichever it was. 

It tends to be overlooked by 
those caught in the glare of 
Compton’s exploits with the 
bat in that astonishing sum¬ 
mer of 1947 that, four years 
earlier, he had played as 
outside left in what many 
regarded as one of England's 


David Miller on the 
‘second' career that 
brought further honours 


most exceptional perfor¬ 
mances. the 8-0 thrashing of 
Scotland at Maine Road. This 
was one of Compton's 14 
wartime caps, the England 
wing positions from 1946 on¬ 
wards being commanded by 
Matthews, Finney, Langton 
or MuUan. 

Sir Stanley Matthews re¬ 
calls that much of the destruc¬ 
tion that day stemmed from 
the accuracy of Compton's 
centres. “He had a great left 
foot and was foil of running," 
he said. “On his day he could 
be fantastic.'’ 

While the gifts of Comp¬ 
ton’s incredible eye and tim¬ 
ing endured after the war at 
the wicket his best football 
years were gone. Though he 
played in Arsenal’s champ¬ 
ionship-winning team of 1948, 



Compton was an outstanding player for Arsenal and England 


and in ail made 54 league 
appearances, his career was 
cut short be a severe knee 
injury, though not before he 
played — together with his 
brother, Leslie, at centre half 
— in Arsenal’s 2-0 victory over 
Liverpool in the FA Cup Final 
of 1950. 

In 1942. he had played in 
the wartime Cup Final 
against Preston North End. 
"Arsenal were a tremendous 
team," Tom Finney recalls. 
"Lesley Compton... missed a 
penalty at Wembley, hitting a 
post, and we won the replay at 
Blackburn. Denis was a very 
useful player, quite quick." 

Bill Nicholson, (he former 
Tottenham Hotspur interna¬ 
tional wing half and then 
manager, remembers Comp¬ 
ton in detaiL "He bad tremen¬ 
dous skill" he said, "and was 
a great player at Highbury. 
There were days when he 
could do what he wanted." 

During an era when the 
seasons of cricket and football 
did not overlap. Compton was 
one of the last to compete at 
the top in both. The word 
debonair could have been 
invented for him: seemingly 
carefree; engagingly irrever¬ 
ent, enviably talented. Of his 
exploits of J947. he once said: 
“Oh, don’t expect me to go 
into a long-winded explana¬ 
tion. 1 did what came natural¬ 
ly. What I remember most is 
how I loved every minute of 
it" 

He was well-served by his 
commercial associations, 
sharing die subrogate "BryL 
aeem Boy” with Johnny 
Haynes. It was not out of 
place with this matmde idol 
yet Compton was so much 
more than merely another 
funster. R. G Robertson-GlaS' 
gow wrote of him: "Denis has 
genius and, if he knows it, be 
doesn't care." 


TELEVISION CHOICE 


Swept up by an obsession 


Mad About Machines 
Channel 4. S.OQpm 

If people can become obsessed with lawn mowers 
and sewing machines (see previous programmes 
in this series;, it seems only a short step to a passion 
For vacuum cleaners. To make it. the cameras 
travel to Accrington, in Lancashire, where David 
and Barbara Casson run a repair business called 
Vac Services. No machine is too old — in fata, the 
older the better — and there is always the chance of 
finding a £1 coin in the dust hag.'though a dead 
mouse is almost as likely. As if realisins ihat there 
is not a lotto be said about vacuum deahers. Taghi 
Amirani's film ranges wider. It offers an 
affectionate portrait of the Cassons' 26-year 
marriage ana the humour that helps to sustain in 
and weTgo with David to Pendie HuL his favourite 
spot in the country, where he wants his ashes to be 
scattered 

Keeping Mum 

BBC1. SJOpm /, Scotland, tomorrow 8.00pm} 

.As if making comedy out of senility was noi bad 
enough, the' show takes black humour a stase 
further by involving Stephanie Cole's confused and 
forgetful Peggy in a family funeral. Typically, she 
cannot remember whether it is L-ncte William or 
Uncle Tom who has passed away, but this is a mild 
joke compared with Lhe graveyard antics, and a 
second death, which follow, if you are in die mood, 
and can see the funny side of old age and death. 
Keeping Mum is. in its own terms, very funny, but 
some may feel that there are stiff some things that 
are better left urur.ocked. Perhaps in Australia, 
where this originated, they hare a more robust 
view about social taboos. Ai least there will be little 
argument about Cole's performance. Her Peggy is 
a masterly exercise in observation and timing. 

Taste of tbe Tunes 

Channel 4. SJOpm 

Nov.' here is a funny thins. Sophie Grigson's 
cookery series, ue 2 re rold. is about ingredients 
thar were once the preserve of specialist stores but 
have now started ro infiltrate the supermarket 
shelves. So what on earth is chocolate doing here, 
even if it is useful :o know how to teJi quality from 
cheap rubbish? Grigson's excuse for including 



Stephanie Cole as Peggy (BBC1, S30pm) 


chocolate is to show how it can be used as a 
savourv, in tandem with chilli as a glaze for pork. It 
■sounds"so unlikely that it could star; a new eraze. 
More in keeping with her theme. 
the fcrwdown on Parmesan cheese wth a succulent 
recipe to show off its potential for enlivening a dull 
dish 4 s if needs to £soaked for 3o hours before 
use. Gris son’s third item, salt cod. seems too much 
trouble ib bother about; but she does her best to 
persuade you. 

Horizon: A Perfect Oil Spill 
BBC2. 9.00pm 

When die Liberian-owned supertanker. Sea 
Empress, ran aground off the South Wales coast 
and leaked 75.000 tonnes of crude oil. ail the talk 
was of environmental disaster. Image* of oil- 
soaked birds and polluted beaches reinforced the 
message. Yet, a year later, hardly a trace of the 
incident was to be seen, and Andrew Chirry’s film, 
which follows the clean-up operation, suggests that 
the impact of the spill was far less than the 
pessimists feared. It is true that many sea birds, 
notable scoters, were lost: shellfish, too. were badly 
affected. Stocks of both, however, are expected to 
recover and. in its central task of clearing the 
beaches and dispersing the oil. the clean-up was a 
huge success. Learning from previous spills, when 
methods of removing the oil caused more damage 
than the oil itself, the'team worked with nature and 
not against iL Peter Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


Girlies 

Radio 4,10.00am j FX1 only.• 

Jo asks his wife. Jabeen, who is on the telephone to 
a friend: “Can’t you women live without each 
other?" “No we" can’t” J3heen replies. This 
exchange establishes ifta: close bonds between 
women”car. create tensions in other relationships. 
The foe eirlies of the title are from Asian 
backgrounds, but this new comedy series is Far 
from"ethnically exclusive. It will'find many a 
resonance in the white community, especially 
among women who have difficulty balancing 
relationships formed at school (these fire met at a 
comprehensive! 2 nd the other sectors of their lives. 
BBC radio has had mixed results over the past few 
vears with comedv set among the ethnic minorities, 
but this one. wfcv anti astute, deserves to succeed. 


RADIO 1 


7.00am Kfi.r- 3-eg- ~c 9.00 S-.v May z 12.00 Jo V.hrfey. 
•ncbd»5 £ 12J30pm 'V.v&SX ZOO Voy Cafnpbe:: 4.00 
Mar Goats' 6.15 News6JO E.s- '.5 Ses»on w5i Sere 
Umass 8J0 Vcr.te ’,ic=:e B.40 Jrzr-. ?e*ri 10 J 30 Mary Anne 
hnfcts l.QOam “b.e 4.00am ~u.« -.Varer. 


RADIO 2 


640am Sara. 1 : Karra*/ 730 Waks Up ro Kogan 930 Ken 
Bruce 11 JO Jhrrny Yeung 1 - 30 pm Debtse Thrower 3.00 Ed 
Smart 5.05 Jaw. Durr 7JM DarC Alan aoOParf Jones 9.00 
Ant?/ Peeb % So C Sra.-. 9.30 1>-s Ne.vs HuadOnes 10.00 
Stand Up Tr.o 1030 ? P^d 4T - 5 ,sr. 12.05am Steve Madden 
3.00 A** Lesser 


Analysis 
Radio 4.8.00pm 

This is the last in the present series and. if you have 
been put off so far because the subject is the 
election, you should give the programme a chance 
tonight, 'll is broadcast from a studio which 
appears to have been sprayed with soundbite 
repellanr and resultantly it is the most lheraie and 
enlightening election programme on the air. The 
discussion is chaired by Peter Kellner and includes 
a politician from each of the three main partiw 
plus an academic The subject tonight is 
constitutional change and. if the programme last 
week is any guide, it will be remarkably free of the 
ya-boo tosh that the electorate has suffered for the 
past five weeks. Obviously, having 45 minutes of 
talk rime helps. Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


AU limes in BST News on the hou 6£0am Newsddy &30 
Euope Today 7.15 World Today 730 Mendian Books 8.15011 
the Stall BJO Composer ol the Month 9.10 Pause tor Thought 

9.15 Turning a Tine 9 JO Tommy Vance 10.05 Business 10.15 
Live horn the Archive 1030 BBC English 10.45 Sport 11 JO 
Discoverv 1230pm Neighbours 1245 F 0.0 C 1.05 Eusi- 
ncs 1.T5 Britain Today 1J3Q Record News 145 Sport 240 
News hour 3J» Outlook 130 MuBitrack X-Press 4.05 Spon 

4.15 On Your Beh^t 4 JO News in German 5J0 Business 545 
Britain Today B.1S Wdrid Today &30 News in German 645 
Sport 7-30 Assignment &01 Outlook 825 Pause lor Thoughl 
&30 John Peel 9JQQ Newshour 10X15 Busness 10.15 Britain 
Today 10J30 Merktan Books 11.30 World Today 11.45 Sport 
12.05am Outlook 1220 Vintage Chart Show 1.30 Twrwg a 
Tune l.«5 Britain Today 230 The Works 3JO Focus on Faith 


RAnfO ^ f fVF 


4.05 Business 4.15 Sport 4^0 Europe Today 

nML/iU 3 LI v L 


CLASSIC FM j 

SJWara J .tcrzr.g -ecz-s 6.00 Sr^as! Programme 9.00 


The 12.00 !/cs 2 . Ma- ZOO Ruscoe on Five 

440 Jem :.-/.traa'* l&izr ass 7-00 News Extra 7.20 The 
Thursday Match. Cc.era;* z‘tb E-rrcea- Cup Winners' Cup 
se-j-tTOi tiVMr. l-.&zcz' and Pans Sr '3emain 930 The 
Dea*h a‘ Foctfca ; <2 4, 10.00 Bnar Hayes's Election Night 
12.00 After Hours — Ear?/ Ca' ‘.-ih Wrcsrt Hanna 2.00am Up 
All Nigh! mfth Rt od S’-.a rs 


TALK RADIO 


5.00am Cftns Asri?, and Sand;. '.Van 7.00 Paul Ross 9JM 
Scott Chisholm 12D0 Lcrrore Ketty 240pm Tommy Be yd 
4.00 Peter Oeeiev 7JJ0 Moz Dee's Soortszone 10.00 James 
Whale 1.0Qam (an CoT.rs 


4.00am Mark Gntfrths 7.00 Mike Head 9-00 HaU of Fame Hour 
10M Henry Ke#y 12.00 Bed on ‘97 1.00pm Lunchtime 
Concerto Martucd (Piano Concerto in B Hat minor Op 66) 3.00 
Jamie Gncfc 7.00 Newsnight 730 Sonaia. Boccherini (Cello 
Sonata m E major) 8.00 Evening Conceit Bocchenm [String 
Oiimet m B. Op 39 No l). Mojart (Clarinet Ckjmtet in A major): 
Johann Georg AtorecftsnerguT (Harp Gancerto in C rrajor 
1040 Michael Mappin 2.00 Lunchtune Concerto Ir) 


VIRGIN RADIO 


6.00am Rius 'n' Jono IOjOO Graham Dene 1.00pm Jeremy 
Clark 440 Nicky Home 7.00 Paul CoytB (FM)/Robin Banta 
(AM) 10-00 Mark Forrest 240am Randal Lee Rose 


RADIO 3 


6.00am On Air, v.itfi Andrew MacGregor. Includes 
Mendelssohn (String Quartet in F nwror. Op 80): 
Strauss (Oboe Concerto): Sgar (Chanson de Nuit. 
Chanson de Malini: Wagner delude- Porsifal): 
Purcell (My Betoved Spake). Shostakovich (Piano 
Concerto No 2) 

9.00 MomingCoOectlon, with Penny Gore. Includes 
Dvorak (The Wood Dove): Muslivecek (Violin 
Concertoj: Janacek (Taras bulba) 

10J30 Musical Encounters. Introduced by Chris Wines. 
Includes Bndge fAn Irish Melody: Londonderry 
Air); Ropartz (Cello Sonata No 1 in G minor); 
□’India (Settings from H Pastor Fido); Ives 
(The Unanswered Question). Magnard (Cello 
Sonata in A. Op 20): Beethoven (Piano Sonata in 
B Hat. Op 22) 

12-00 Composer of the Week: Rachmaninov Includes 
a s election ol etudes tableaux 

1.00pm Eastern Approaches. The series in which 
Roderic Dwnett explores Eastern European 
opera. This week he explores comic operas. 
Includes excerpts from Smetana (The Bartered 
Bride): Bodefc (in the Well). Dvorak (The Cuming 
Peasant) (3(4) 

2.00 Quartet Trios. The second in a series of three 
concerts given by the Hagen Quartet. Schumann 
piling Quartet in F. Op 41 No 2); Mozart (String 
Quartet in B tea); Schubert (String Quartet in D, 
Death and rhe Maiden) 

34J0 The BBC Orchestras. BSC PhSharmonic under 
VaaS 5inatsky. With Mayurrn Fujikawa, violn. Tim 
Hugh, ceto, Howard Shelley, piano. Beethoven 
(Triple Concerto in Q (r) 

4.15 Ensemble, with Penny Gore. Ftorestan Trio Fame 
(Piano Trio in D minor. Op 120). Brahms (Piano 
Trio No 3 in C minor. Op 101) (r) 


5.00 Music Machine. Tommy Pearson investigates the 
marry session musicians who are often heard but 
rarely seen 

5.15 In Tune, with Humphrey Carpenter Includes Bach 
(Prelude in E flat); Jim Parker (Mississippi Five). 
Bach (Cantata No ISO) 

7.30 Bournemouth Sbitonietta, under Ntcoiae 
MoJdoveanu. live from the Weymouth Pavilion 
With Robert Plane, clarinet. Phillip Dukes, viola. 
Sibelius (Suite' Pelleas et Melisande); Bruch 
(Concerto in E minor) 8.15 Cannibals and Kings. 
Professor John KUer re Heels on the new Moscow, 
currently under construction 8. 35 Concert Part 
Two. Tchafcovsky (Souvenir de Florence) 

940 SldJJian Voices. The fourth of five programmes 
exploring the life, history and literature of Sicily 
With Joe Farrell 

10.00 Music Restored. Introduced by Anthony Rootey. 
Rachel Podger. violin, Timothy Roberts, tortepiano. 
Mozart (Vtofcr Sonata in E flat; Andante and 
Allegretto In C; Violin Sonata in F) 

1045 Night Waves. Patrick Wright reviews Thornes 
Pynchon's latest newel. Mason and Dixon, the 
story of the two British surveyors who charted the 
boundary between the free North and lhe slave- 
owning South in America l 

11-30 Composers of the Week: Forgotten Giants of 
■ 18th Century Opera ft) 

1230am Jazz Notes, with Ogby Falrweather and Dave 
Gefly reviewing the latest crop of new releases 
1.00 Through the Night, with Donald MadeocL 

Indudes 14)0 Chora) Evensong, from St George's 
in Windsor Castle ( 1 ) 2.00 Hungarian data 
"la. under Janoe Ferencsflt Bert 102 . 

' f Fantasoqua) 3.00 Schools 5.00 


RADIO 4 


535am Shipping Forecast (LW) 6.00 News 
6.10 Faming Today 625 Praya tor the Day 
Today 658 Weateer 
9j00 News 9.05 Election Cad. Peter Sissons puts 
listeners' questions to the Liberal Democrat 
Malcolm Bruce Cad 0345-514614 
10.00 News; GJrffes (FM). See Choice (1/4) 

10M0 DOty Service (LW) iai5 On This Day (LW) 
1030 Woman's Hour, with Joan Alexander. Includes a 
look at the history of the kitchen and bathroom 
11.30 From Our Own Correspondent. Reports from 
BBC correspondents from around the wartd 
124)0 News; You and Yours. Consumer news and 
current affai re with Mark Whittaker 
12JSpm Kelly’s Heroes. Chris Kelly explores the life of 
the puMsher Rudotoh Mandrae. With 
conotoutions from Roy Hatfersley and Robert 
Robinson (3/4) 12^5 Weather 
1.00 The World at One, with Nick Clarke 
140 Ths Archers ( 1 ) 1.55 Shipping Forecast 
2 M News; Thursday Afternoon Play; Strangers on 
a Train, by Craig Warner, based on the novel by 
Patricia Hi g h smi th. Two men meet an a Iraki and 
a rrusunderatarxJhg binds them together tor fife. 
With Anton Lesser and Mchael Sheen (r) 

3lOO News; 7h* Afternoon Shift, with Daire Brehsn 
and the guests of the day 

4JK) News 4.05 Kaleidoscope. Paul Allen reviews The 
Caucasian ChaBt Circle as the Ofnrier Audtorium 
begins a raw season in the round at the National 
Theatre 

445 Short Story. The Gun Hanging on the Wall, by 
Tom Bryson. Read by Michete Newell 
5.00 PM 545 Party Election Broadcast by the 

Conservative Party 5^0 Shipping Forecast 5.55 
Weather 


640 SU O’Ckick News 

6-30 Harry Hill's Fruit Corner. The last in the sbe-p 
series with the offbeat comedian. Co-slarring t 
Kwouk. Edna Dore, AI Murray and Martin Hyde 
(B/6) 

7.00 News 7 j 05 The Archers 

7.20 Right Stull, Wrong Scot. Sue Nelson fete the 
9twy of the crew of Mercury 13. America's first 
female astronaut trainees, who despite being 
rnoie experienced and better qualified than sot 
of their male counterparts, never made it into 
space 

8A» Analysis. See Choice 

845 UncleiMortTe Celtic Fringe. The first of five 
apeodes continuing Carter Brandon’s epic 
journey through Wales With Stephen Thome as 
Hncte Mort, and San Kelly as Brandon. Written 
Peter inruswood 

9410 Does He Take Sugar? The programme trade 

a P 60 ^ 9 wth disabilities. 

9.30 Kaleidoscope (rl 9^9 Weather 

P^WorldtSn^ht, with Isabel Hilton 
10.45 Book at Bedtime; One of Ours. WRa Gather*! 
Mripfr Priz?s ' winnir, g new 9 * read by Ian Porter 

Thirty Minute Theatre: Too Many Crooks, bj 
Oodaid E WesSake, dramatised by Ed Thomas 
Tne story of two bank robbers who enter a vaul 
only to find it full of hostages. With William Hop 
and Andy Lucas (r) 

ItJO Utopia and Other Destinations. Christopher 
Haskins, the Chairman of Northern Foods pfc. 

„ J* 1 ® about he personal views ot paradise (6/6) 
12.00 News 12J0am The Late Boole High FWeOtj 
Homby Read by Alan Davies (4/10) 
12M Shipping Forecast 1.00 A* Worfd Service 
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TELEVISION 51 


W ell, we're all for television 
breaking taboos in a 
good cause. Bur snme- 
after a session vvarehing 
ordinary, peak-rime documen fa¬ 
nes. a critic can fee! all shaky and 
tight-lipped. Irt like being one of 
those WPCs in the vice squad 
routinely exposed ro snuff movies. 
"Whatdid you do today?- they' ask. 
“DonT want to talk about it," you 
blub. 

Now. one doesn't like to com¬ 
plain. But Iasi night, while the vast 
majority of viewers sensibly enter¬ 
tained themselves with an evening 
of soaps. ER and European Cup 
foorie, it was my lonely, brave job 
to watch Modern Times; The End 
(BBCZ) — an unsensational but 
veiy challenging documentary by 
. Helen Richards about the modem 
way of funerals, as everyone else 
ran off laughing and skipping and 
waving rattles. I stared miserably 
at the stubby short straw in my 
fist, and swallowed uncontrolla¬ 


Where do you draw the line, in the end? 


bly. "Look at this body burning in 
a crematorium furnace!" The End 
commanded. 1 looked up and 
gulped. “Yes. you! Co an! Thar's a 
human face! Now. hang on, where 
did all the others go?" 

The End was ultimately a very 
reassuring film, but it was impos¬ 
sibly hard to watch. Was this legiti¬ 
mate voyeurism, or not? Here was 
a dead woman manhandled into a 
cardboard coffin, still with her 
mouth and eyes open; here was an¬ 
other dead woman's body being 
pumped with embalming fluid 
through a rap in her neck. In an 
up-market funeral parlour, a glib 
salesman listed his products, with 
the speed of an auctioneer. "It's 
like buying a car." he kept saying. 
“Like buying a car," Meanwhile, 
other people had opted for wood¬ 
land funerals (in big willow ais- 
kets) or green funerals: or burial at 
sea. 

But it was the sight of the 
embalmed woman that will linger 


longest in the mind. Filmed from 
directly above, her body was long 
and thin, and as the fluid was 
introduced, two operatives shock¬ 
ingly manipulated her limbs, pre¬ 
sumably in the cause of 
circulation. One sees dead bodies 
all the time on television, but this 
was a new category of experience: 
those thin white arms and legs 
being circled and bent, respectful¬ 
ly, gently, methodically. 1 never 
thought I'd take this particular old- 
codger line of argument, but surely 
there are some things that just 
shouldn't be seen? 

F oorie viewers would switch 
over occasionally, of course, 
to see how I was getting on. 
But they would catch a glimpse of 
something grim, and hastily re¬ 
treat again. In The End. we saw 
the operations backstage at the 
crematorium (the bit you neveT 
see}. A coffin shoved into the 
furnace, the big lumpy remains 





Lynne 
: vi Truss 


raked out and tumbled in a special 
machine to produce fine ashes. 
Despite the screen evidence, I still 
don't believe ornate coffins are 
really burned, incidentally; it 
seems obvious that with so much 
muney at stake, they are emptied 
out and refitted within the huur. 

■‘We're watching Kenny Everett 
on Channel 4!" sang a few more 
siren voices. But 1 knew my duty. 
Like Odysseus, 1 lashed myself to 


the settee, out of reach of the 
remote control. “Come and watch 
Kenny Everett." they sang. “U’s all 
in the best possible taste." “So is 
this," 1 replied staunchly. “It's just 
that! cant cope with it too well." A 
pair of daughters dressed their 
dead father for a woodland burial, 
placing thick white socks an his 
feet, combing his neat white hair. 
"What about a vest?" one of them 
said. The nice woodland-burials 
lady didn't mind. “Did he normal¬ 
ly wear one?" “No," said the 
daughter, her voice cracking. “But 
iris —winter." 

The End was certainly informa¬ 
tive. Cardboard coffins, non-reli¬ 
gious services, burials in fields — 
all handy to know about. Now that 
it's aver. I'm glad I’ve seen it. but 
it’s somehow impossible to be 
critically objective about it when 
you've spent SO minutes in a state 
of high heart-thumping anxiety 
about what you might see next. 
How could I trust Helen Richards 


{a woman I’ve never met) not to 
impose too far on my broad¬ 
mindedness? After all, she made 
me see a human skull burning in a 
furnace, which was quite enough. 

O ver on Channel 4. Heroes 
of Comedy was indeed 
about Kenny Everett — a 
man noted for his total Inability to 
take anything seriously, and there¬ 
fore a heady antidote to The End. 
tike sniffing ether. It turned out 
that Kenny loved walking in the 
Yorkshire Dales, and said he'd like 
to be buried there. Iz also tran¬ 
spired that he had a “deep-rooted 
spirituality" — although, weirdly, 
it was Jeremy Beadle who said so. 
But mainly he crossed his legs in 
wild spidery arcs and said “All in 
the best pahssihfe taste", because 
the combination of legs, hoobs and 
bearded face always brought the 
house down. 

Clips from the old telly shows 
brought it all back: Kenny’s anar¬ 


chic humour and off-the-cuff visu¬ 
al gags, all performed to the 
guffaws and cackles of the off- 
camera floor technicians. At the 
time, this selective audience 
seemed rather a clever, post¬ 
modern idea; now. in the era of 
Chris Evans, it just looks self- 
referential. narcissistic. Bur iris 
true, as Cliff Richard said: the 
inf!uence of Kenny Everett is so big 
it's impossible to calculate. What 
isn't true, however, is that audi¬ 
ences loved him, forgave him 
anything, and never got tired of 
him. 

Remembering Everett's funeral 
in 1995. a friend exclaimed “All 
those presenters'.'' Evidently no¬ 
body could believe Cuddly Ken 
wouldn't pop out of the coffin, 
announcing it was all a joke. In a 
way. that's much more tragic than 
the veiy real dead bodies in The 
End. “To Kenny, everything was a 
fantasy." said Barry Took. "He 
didn't believe anything was real." 




tenifi 


6.00am Business Breakfast (B2163) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (T) (70302892) 1 

9.05 Election Call with Libera! Democrat 
Malcolm Bruce (T) (9001163) 

10.00 Style Challenge (41231) , 

10.30 Cant Cook, Wont Cook (39611) 

11.00 News (T) regional news and weather 1 
{4298927} 

11.05 The Really Useful Show (T) (9731618) 

11J35 Change Thai (6155892) 

12.00 News (T) regional news and weather 
(4965095) 

12.05pm Call My Bluff Bob Holness referees, 
with team captains Sandi Toksvrg and 
Tune s columnist Alan Corea (5517724) 

12.35 Good Living presented by Jane Asher 
(9348095) 

1.00 News (D and weather (97908) 

130 Regional News (T) (50985279) 

1 .45 Neighbours (D (72339665) 

2.10 Snooker: World Championship 

Dougie Donnelly introduces live coverage 
as round two gets under way n Sheffield 
14143927) 

330 Playdays (i) (6653705) 330 Postman 
Pat (6714811) 435 Felix the Cat 
(5858279) 430 Julia Jekyll and Harriet 
Hyde 10 (7) (5839144) 435 Return to 
Jupiter (T) (7075095) 5.00 Newsround (T) 
(5726144) 5.10 No Sweat (T) (4485665) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (I) (670637) 

6.00 News (T) and weather (415) 

630 Regional News (T) (135057) 

635 PEB (910960) 

7.00 Watchdog Heatthcheck Alice Beer and 
the team investigate whether living in the 
country makes for a healthier childhood, 
and Toyah Willcax tries out alternative 
treatments lor back pain (T) (4786) 

730 EastEnders Sonia is forced to rethink her 
career plans after a run-in with the police. 
Pat damps down on Barry's shady 
business dealirtgs'fT) (279) ' 

8.00 Animal Hospital Shauna Lowry reports 
on the progress of Blossom, as she trains 
to be a hearing dog tor the deaf, and 
trainee nurse Sam GDI explains why she 
wants to work with animals (T) (3434) 
B3or3jagS Keeping Mum In Peggy's 
EggSaa hands, a bag of oranges 
becomes a feared weapon at Uncle 
William's funeral (T) (2569) 

9.00 News (T) regional news and weather 
(899434) 

9.45 Election Broadcast Labour (236279) 
10.00 Mrs Merton ki Las Vegas: Planes, 

Trains and Zhnuier Frames Cameras 
follow the exploits ot the saver-haired 
pensioner and her 50 elderly acquain¬ 
tances from the North West as they 
journey to the bright lights of Las Vegas 
(21892) 

10.30 Question Time Labour Leader Tony Blair 
joms David Dimbleby to answer quest¬ 
ions posed by members ol the studio 
audience (T) (94144) 

1130 Lawman (1970) with Burt Lancaster. 

m Robert Duvall and Lee J. Cobb. A sherifl 
tracks down a murderous gang to a 
hostile town. Directed by Michael Winner 
CD (727540) 

1.05am-1.10 Weather (6264274) 


VldeoPtus-F and tfts Vldoo PtosCodes 
The numbers next to each TV programme 
feting am Video PiusCode’" numbe rs, ww ai 
allow you to programme your video recorder 
instantly with a VtdeoP1ua+ " handset Tap m 
the Video PiusCode for the programme you 
wish to record. Vtdeoptus+ (*) . Pfosco de ( ) 
and Video Programmer are trademarks ot 
Oamster Development Ltd. 


6 00am Open University; Nerves (2995705) 
635 (nseci Hormones (2907540) 630 
Regulation and Control (2320417) 

7.15 See Hear Breakfast News (T and 

signing j (8799618; 

730 Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles (r) 
(4873873) 7.55 6lu* Peter (rj (7) 
• (5375347} 830 Fireman Sam (rj 

(3867366) 835 The Raccoons (r) 
(9593705) 

9.00 Developing World (3121250) 935 
Chnsiianily in Today's World (8676328) 
9.45 Watch Out (2B76724) 10.00 
Telelubbies (49873) 1030 Slorytime 
(2085231) 10.45 The Experimenter 
(5957927) 11.05 Space Ark (4279892) 

11.15 Moving to English (4286540) 1135 
Landmarks (6153434) 12.00 Testament: 
The Bible in Animation (28705) 

1230pm Working Lunch (55347) 1.00 

Ufeschool (70305960) 135 Science in 
Action (64733908) 1.45 Numbertime 
(50971076) 2.00 Fireman Sam (r) 
(42702415) 2.10 The Vrflaoe (71864601) 
235 My Village (7488521) 2.40 The 
Beauty Spot (5260960) 3.00 Newsffi 
(7252892) 3.05 Campaign Roadshow 
(9499927) 335 News (6370076) 

4.00 Snooker: World Championship The 
opening second-round match (4163) 
6.00 Star Trek: Deep Space Nine Feafure- 
lenglh episode. Avery Brooks and 
Michael Dorn star (T) (58683) 

730 First Sight Election Special—The 
Europe Question Examination of how 
Europeans view the British (521) WALES: 
Ken Horn's Hot Wok EAST: Matter ot 
Fact MIDLANDS: Midlands Report 
NORTH/NORTH EAST/NORTH WEST/ 
SOUTH WEST/WEST: Close Up 
SOUTH: Southern Eye 

8.00 Ken Horn’s Hot Wok (r) (T) (1076) 
WALES: Saturday Night Magic 
830Top Gear General Motor's electric car. 
the Spectre EVI. Plus: a 1960s Honda 
.. monkey bike (T) (3811) 
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A leaking Sea Empress (9.00pm) 

9.00£*rfi«ca Horizon: A Perfect OH Spill 
Following the dean-up oper¬ 
ation after the Sea Empress oil disaster in 
South Wales (T) (547569) 

930 Snooker. World Championship Con¬ 
clusion of Tony Drago's first-round 
encounter with Dominic Dale (695827) 
1030 Election Broadcast: Labour Party (T) 
(39B231) 

10.40 Newsnfght (741144) 

1130 PEB (770231) 

1135 Snooker World Championship The 

final visrt ot the day (625927) 

12J25am Weather (3961651) 

12.30 O.Uj Perspectives on hearth matters 
(10467) 1.00 Global Tourism (89011) 
130 Inspiring creativity (11090) 2.00 
Achieving effective communication _ 
(45629) 4.00 Learning Scottish Gaelic 
(58941) 5.00 Business and Work (76187) 


6.00am GMTV (6289540) 

935 Chain Letters (T) (3128163) 

9,55 Regional news (2240250) 

10.00 The Tima, the Place (76927) 

1030 This Morning (61600811) 

1230pm Regional news (4961279/ 

12.30 News (T) and weather (9334892) 

1234 Crimestoppers (79950989) 1235 Wish 
You Were Here*? (i) (934281 1) 135 Home 
and Awav (T) (64711786) 130 Afternoon 
Live (69284 796] 230 Vanessa (T) 
(67369291) 2.50 Allernoon bve 

(55)7182) 

330 News (Tl (7269182) 335 Regional news 
and weather (7268453) 

330 The Riddlers (r) (6705163) 3.40 

Wizadora (r) (9363618) 3.50 Oscar and 
Friends (r) (6368231) 335 Rupert 
(6641960) 430 Mike and Ange!o(r) 
(8734347) 4.45 Sweat (7) (7066347) 
5.10 A Country Practice (r) (T) (1191163) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (813415) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) fT) (897250) 

635 HTV Weather (143076) 

630 The West Tonight fT) [658618) 

6.40 Election Broadcast Labour (1) 
(647502) 









Peter Amory as Chris Tate (630pm) 

630Emmerdate Chris comes up with an 
inqenious solution to his financial 
difficulties fT) (164569) 

730 The European Match — Live! Bob 
Wtfeon introduces coverage of the Cup- 
Wmners' Cup semi-final, second leg, 
between Liverpool and Paris St Germain 
from Anlietd (99661095) 

NB: The following programmes are subject 
to change and late running 
930 Oddballs Eamonn Holmes is joined by 
the jockey Frankie Dettori and hurdler 
Roger Black (T) (62637) 

10.00 News (T) Includes an Interview with 
Labour leader, Tony Blair. Followed by 
weather (16960) 

1030 Regional news (392057) 

10.40 The West This Week (777569) 

11.35 Frieze Frame (265724) 

11.SO The TTV 500: The People’s Election 
Sue Lawtey hosts a debate on law and 
order from the marginal constituency of 
Coventry. Voters aoss-eramine Home 
Secretary Michael Howard, Shadow 
Home Secretary Jack Strew and the 
Liberal Democrat Alex Cartile (72/9891 
1230am Box Office America (5840800) 
1SL40 In Bed with MeDlnner (5702403) 

1.15 Funny Business (28361) 

1.45 Cyber Cate (27632) 

2.15 Stand and Delhier 15775477) 

3.10 Jones and Jury (46049125) 3.35 The 
Good Sex Guide Late (r) (2334670) 430 
The Time, the Place (r) (80632) 5.00 
Garden Calendar (66564) 5.30 News 


CENTSAL 


As HTV West except 

12.S5pm-1.25 A Country Practice (934281)1 

5.10-5.40 Shortiand Street (1191163) 
635-6.40 Central News (245873) 

10.40 The ITV 500: The People's Election 

(836540) 

11.10 Highlander (445618) 

12.10am Blur In Concert (7879380) 

I. 45 Ed's Night Party (27632) 

2.15 Club Nation (5775477) 

3.10 Access All Areas (7504465 tl 

3.40 Central Jobfinder *97 (518380) 

530 Asian Eye (2047903) 

WESTCOUNTRY ~~ 

As HTV West except: 

1230pm-12.30 Ilfumi nations (4961279) 

1235 Home and Away (2646434) 

130-1.50 The Entertainers (70318434) 

5.10-5.40 Home and Away (t 191163) 
6.00*40 Westcountry Live (679705) 

1030 Westcountry News (316637) 

10.45 Moments of Madness (339347) 

11.15 The rrv soo*. The People's Ejection 

(329960) 

11.45 Alfred Hitchcock Presents (609989) 

/ x --' : r M*ERIDlAN ' ~^ 

As HTV West except 

1235-135 Shortiand Street (9342811) 

5.10- 5.40 Home and Away (1191163) 

6.00 Meridian Tonight (242786) 

6.10- 6.40 Grass Roots (883057) 

1040 The ITV 500: The People's Election 
(836540) 

11.10 Terrors of the Deep (44561S) 

12.10am Pushing the Limits: The Making of 
Eraser(5561390) 

5.00 Freescreen (66564) 

1 ' v' ^'7? 

As HTV West except 

1235-135 A Country Practice (9342811) 

5.10- 5.40 Shortiand Street (1191163) 

633 Anglia Weather (144705) 

635-6.40 Anglia News (245873) 

1030Anglia News and Weather pi6637) 

10.45 The Road Show (339347) 

II. 15 The ITV 500: The People’s Ejection 

(329960) 

1145 Hunter (609989) 


Starts: 6.00am Sesame Street (75073) 7.00 
The Big Breakfast (70231) 9.00 Bewitched 
(33637) 9.30 Film: Love on the Run (33618) 
11.00 Whafs Going on Frank? (4272989) 

11.10 Australia Wild (4270989) 11-35 

extreme (3847569) 1230pm Rieki Lake 
(40415) 1.00 Slot Mefthrin (18348750) 1.15 
Deri Deg (13398255) 1.30 Rim: Sell, Book 
and Candle (56714434) 335 Fresh Pop 
17266095) 330 Collectors' Lot (569) 4.00 
FHteen-to-One (796) 4.30 An Inspector Calls 
(960) 5.00 5 Pump (1160) 5.30 Countdown 
(540) 6.00 Newyddion (889366) 6.05 Heno 
(882328) 635 Bob Yn Ddau (150366) 7.00 
Pobol y Cwm (541989) 735 Tatwm y Belrdd 
(511926) 8.00 Yng Nghwmni — Caryl (6144) 

8.30 Newyddion (5279) 9.00 Heroes of 
Comedy: Kenny Everett (1705) 10.00 
EthoDad 97 (295182) 10.15 To the Ends of 
the Earth: Volcanic Eruption (75625Q) 11.15 
Snwcen Pencampwriaelh y Byd (98890B) 
12.00 Party Election Broadcast (5986380) 
12.05am Midnight Special (9196090) 135- 
235 Witness (4495651) 


■;^.y,CHANNEtgg£iJ 


6.00am Sesame Street (r| (75373) 7.00 The 
Biq Breakfast (70231) 9.00 Ee .'.-itched (t) 
(T) (33637) 

930 Love on the Run (1936. b. ,v) with Clad. 

m Gable and Joan Crawford A comedy 
drama directed by WS Van Dyke 
(336181 

11.00 What’s Going on Frank? A then 
Australian comedy 1 42729£9i 11.10 
Australia Wild (r| (T| S2709£9» 1135 
Extreme (r) (T) (3847569) 

1230pm Light Lunch Cookery, chat and 
audience participation (47231 1 130 The 
Three Stooges (bW) (22392328) 

1.50 Eight O'clock Walk (1952. b.\v) A 

M courtroom drama with Richard 

Attenborough as a tax} driver wrongly 
accused of muttering a child Dnected 
by Lance Comfort (T) (424518921 
3.30 Collectors' Lot (T) (569) 4.00 Fitleen-lo- 
One (T) (796) 430 Countdown (T) [960) 
5.00 Rtcki Lake (T) (1160) 530 Pet 
Rescue (T) (540) 

6.00 SpringhlH Father McGmley convinces Liz 
that she is seeing things (7) (453) 

630 Hoflyoaks Teen soap (T) (705) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (7) (442908) 

7.50 Thatcher's Children See 9pm for details 
(0(256732) 



David and Barbara Casson (8.00pm) 

8-00Mad About Machines: 
eSMzS Another One Bites the Dust 

David CassorVs obsession with classic 
vacuum cl eaners (T) (6144) 

830 MfeflPri Taste of the Times Sophie 
gsreraS l Grigson explores the many 
uses ol traditional and new ingredients 
(2/6) CO (5279) 

9.00 Thatcher's Children First-Sms voters — 
bom on the day Margaret Thatcher was 
elected leader of the Conservative Party 
debate issues close to their hearts (T) 
(882144) 

9.45 The Long Johns Election Specials The 
last of John Bird and John Fortune's 
satirical looks at the general election (T) 
(229989) 

10.00 Jo Brand Through Ihe Cakehola (t) (T) 

(217502) 

1035 Election Broadcast Labour (T) 
(667873) 

10.45 Northern Exposure (491637) 

11.40 The Naked Truth Unpleasant duties 
accompany a promotion lor Nora (T) 
(728616) 

12.10am Midnight Special presented by 
Vincent Hanna (9195361) 

1.40 CAve of India (1934. b/iv) with Ronald 

a Cofman A biopic ol the 18th-century 
British empire builder Directed by 
Richard Boieslawski (295545) 

3.20 Tomorrow Calling The story of a 
photographer haunted bv rnages ol the 
future (r) (54245564) 

335 Schools (885564) 

530-6.00 Backdate (r) (Tl (7636477) 


- CHANNEL 9 


6.00 am 5 News Early (7411960) 

730 Havakazoo (2548618) 

8.00 Adventurer of the Bush Patrol 
(2166347) 

830 WideWorld: Heaven's Delight Bettany 
Hughes continues her tour ol Florence 
(21656181 

9.00 Espresso Consumer magazine 
(5165569) 

moo Exclusive (r) (6473618) 

1030 The Great Garden Game (r) (Tl 

(2178182) 

11.00 Leeza Chat show (9305366) 

1130 Double Espresso (45962311) 

1230 The Bold and ihe Beautiful Dylan puts 
his heart belore his career (T) (2169434) 
12.30pm Family Affaire (i) (T) (90432501 
1.005 News Update (92073786) 

1.05 Sunset Beach Bette informs Ben that Ai 
Is dead (T) (6168960) 

2.00 5*s Company (8823665) 

3.30 Inherit the Wind (1988) with Kirk 

M Douglas, Jason Robards and Jean 
Simmons. A drama about a school¬ 
teacher in the Deep South who. in the 
1920s, is forced to stand trial alter bang 
accused ot teaching Darwinism. Directed 
by David Greene (4053989) 

530 5*s Company: Lata Extra (14919415) 
535 Party Section Broadcast (14918786) 
530100 Per Cent Game show (1015453) 
6.00 Whittle (7) (1012366) 

630 Family Affairs Jack tries to apologise to 
Maria (T) (1003618) 

7.00 Exclusive (1913502) 

730Woteriand: The Island that Came Back 
to Ufe The wildlife of the island of St 
Kilda, Britain's most offshore Island (T) 
(1178434) 

730 Election Broadcast: Labour (5563144) 
8.00 Nancy Lam (T) (1922250) 

830 5 News (1918057) 

9.00 An Unfinished Affair (1996) with Jennie 

n Garth, Tim Matheson and Leigh Taylor 
Young. A thriller about the far-reaching 
consequences of a married man’s brie! 
fling with a much younger woman. Rod 
Hardy directs (32640569) 

10.45 Bizzarre 

1030 Exclusive Extra (5820786) 

1130 The Jack Docherty Show (6490601) 



MacAulay, Norton, Hurst (11.40pm) 

11.40 Bring Me the Head of Light 

Entertainment Comedy improvisation 
with regulars Graham Norton, Lee Hurst 
and Fred MacAulay and guests Rhona 
Cameron and Martin Coyote (2210724) 
12.10am Live and Dangerous Sports 
magazine Including soccer acton tram 
the US Major League and highlights from 
rhe Latin American leagues (74073075) 

4.40 Prisoner: Ceil Block H (6235125) 
530-6.00 100 Per Cent (r) (5113106) 


% For more comprehensive 
listings of satdh'te and cable 
c hann els, see the Directory, 
fj published on Saturday 

, sky i __ 

&. Mam M omng Gtoy 
and Kart*? Lee (52434) 1000 Another 
Vitold H15Q2) lino Days ol Our Ljws 
- 1- (31366) 1200 Oprah (88304) 1.00pm 

Gerrido (83144) 230 SaBy 
(97434) 3.00 Jenny Jones (23=961 MO 
Oprah (56255) 5JD0 Sub Trek The Next 

Ka&^aijatortealTVfTBgllMO 

Marped — wdti OhW"an {8873J 7J0 The 
Strrpsons |29£0) 7-30 

" je> BJW Tfed Rock horn tN? Sun (8B06) 8 30 

-• 03 } Mad Atom Tou (38863) 1*200 

, ct*a» Hope I4S908) 11» Seta Scott 
y/ 11J0 Star Trek 

LAP.D (55309) 1 no HU Mi* (80728541 

■; V- ^ j —--— 

^0:'' 

1200HR Mix(8831632) 

. I SKY NEWS _ _ 

*,V- Worfewida newi coverage. ^ 

t»hcw,24hoursflitey,»wcla¥6ane«« 

SKY MOVIES _ 

! TXOm The Wind md Lfe" ffgjj 

^ -;/r (£7153) MO Wkflc Uk» a Um 

(®T“53| 1tk»I 

- . " V (30181453) IZSOpm The BeHboy ri W 

•' ■ *", P281B73) 1 JOAOHendeonDeckt^I 

(5813527Q 3.15 Send Me 
(1964) (20126S6S) SM\ Pe*W«™Wg 
Atfwnuw (1985) 15884S1821M5 « 
. f Could Happen to YoUj19B4) (967^79/ 

HJO SaoeW Tow Hertos ISBIti 

, >, 5. The Mwto Show 1479705) ”*iSS 
(510237) I^OrniA»to 
IGB137B35) 4.00 Trta Thai 
Uadnen (19T3) (10380) 5J0 Poe^WM B 
Bfo Adventure (1965) (80583) 

;% J? THE MOVIE CHANNEL ^ 

V"o»-’ fijttHn Tt» errand Boy ffWJJ 

,7, @6887076) 800 Bta Wheel* end Safer 

•Vi* (SW37) MO 

«tiiy (4Si«4) iaoo Hoetura® 


f19«) (97347) iMOLo Colonel Ctoborl 
(1994) (2S809) 2-00pto The EnaBshnruui 
Who Went Up ■ HQ, But Came Oown a 
Mountain (1995) (27500 4J0 Btg 
Wheels and SaBor (1970) (354151 5J0 
Exptotta at Wert Potay (1985) (4569|M0 
The Scout (1994) 142932095) 7.40 US 
Top 10 (708347) BJW Tho Glass SNeid 
(1993) |420lt) 10J» The EngArtimam 
Who Went Up a Hffl, But Como Down a 
Mountain (1995) (1S5B73I «A0 "jd 
Shoe Dtariw: Four on die Floor ( 1835) 
1635415) 1.10m Behind Closed poors 
(1094) 19473611 BJ» Trapped ta Spe» 
(1994) (7844038) 4J20 La CokxUrt 

Chaberl (19WI) (8468351 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _. 

6.00pm Sorry, WrongNu^wMPgW 
(81725031 84)0 The Tra5 of the RnJt 
n-i. iinr arum isw&ft iono Road 
mSTVs (S (9641057) 12£0 Some- 

thfog WUd(1006) (70^4671 l^arnAod 

Now lor So m et hi ng Completely 
M« (1072) (689179221 3-25-5^0 hranhoe 
(1962) (33M0584) 

twt __ 

9 JJ 0 pm T Bone 'n'^WeMet (19^) 
iRtVHtfiiRi 11.00 Bdi on tout 
( 71097366) 12.40am 
(1933) (B96T58t6t ZM-SJXI The Prtee 
(1963) (S3958S45) 

SKY SPORTS 1_ __ 

^i5) 1J0 wend cA 
^144 3J» uve Golt 

SSSSs^ 

iffc 1M0 w-.K-ts-fiS 

asC-SSS 

ftirv SPORTS 2 - -— 

'£££. 


SKY SPORTS 3 __ 

12.00 &.\scf>V«k7vboH l5K?fl&788) IJJOpm 
Goll Ajv*£rfoe^ CtJnsuHing I2594TSS*) 100 
lion Wtnwn (219970951 3.30 Boadi Vofcy 
\jbS (6C670788) 4 JO Rod a Rugoy 
(42064298) 5JOO hs>de IN? PGA Tcut 
|2(902S4ai SJO Sfiowbftnd Shtw 
(42046250) SjOO Sea tv (42045163) 6-30 
SkAt Sihne (420364 l&l 7X10 S+-y Spotio 
Cemre i21989076) 7 JO Euroonari Gofl 
Spartan Open (55U25521) 9 M US Goll - 
Lwe (603460761 11X0-11 M SnowtWaid 
Show (22186873) 

eurosport _ 

7-30ont Mato’s (99744) 8J30 Mwwcytflng 
(894531 9.00 MoloorKfi 1707061 9JO Uve 
Tennis (8705811) 5-OOpm Tournfl Cur 
(78111600 S«ro (95502) 7.00 Strongman 
(799891 EOO Btwng (88637) 9.00 Tennis 
(3123D 9J3Q Footbsf (88960) T14» 
iSJttem Baskeiball (541 €3) 

UK GOLD _ 

7.00am Tdtystxk (7086250) 7-35 Nesph- 
boms (5664927) B.00 CrossoadS 

(3662144) 925 EftSiEndas (600336© 9X0 
The Sli (7439106) 9J0 Don't Wan Up 
(3357827) 10JJ0 Ratal's Nosi (473P90i| 
10J0 The SJWW 1 & 17734958) 11.00 
CaauaBy (88851968) 12.05pm dc«yo«to 
(53827732) VUO Nrtgntwurs (97578631 
1.00 EaatEndcrs 10073163) 1J35 No Place 
Hwtm (31534531 ZSO Three Up. Two 
Down (88896371 2A5 Alto Alto' (2233732) 
3J0 The BUI 12 715347) 4,00 Boon 
(55796731 SJXt Generation Game 
(3141705) 6JD0 EastEnrtas (449241516J6 
Sykes 17695811) 730 Rum Abbot 
14576347) 7J50 Remfl Camp (66955211 
&20 h Sckness and m HcaMi (8639279) 
9.00 Tho &U 15575057) 9J0 C-rtraaii 
(791*705) 10J5 Bottom (1047569) IMS 
The Voynq Oner- (9365057) 1100 Aiew 
Seyfc (54ffl45fi| 12J5«m Topol the Peps 
(7412651J 1.15 Miami Vet (3973545) 2JS 
Shopping « Nighr (81946090/ 
GRANADA PLUS _ 

6-OOam The KJVPIon Facror |52i5279i 6-30 
Graham'r Au> iraOPCfeCCj 6^0 jkw Smith 
(50505279) 7.00 C«or«tion Sheet 

(4684927) 7AO FairfteS (4673434) B.00 
Surtrse. Sutpnse (4415347) 9JX) Tha 
PioKstlortils (5224027) 104XJThe hrvpion 
Facica (2178366) 1030 Doatu on me do 
15331415) life Within ThBMJ WHIs 

(4682182) fSUW C&ongtnn S«wr 

(5355t*1 IZJOpm Fandxss (6198231) 



_- - ---an— 

Paxton, Hanks and Bacon In ApoBo 13 {Sky Movies, 9.00pm) 


TJX) Albton Maii>ci 146932381 140 Tho 
Good LHo Guxte (61975021 24M Dtunv 
morefc (217W95) 3X0 Upstara. Dcwtv 
Man (38643661 4-00 Supriw. Surprise 
(3843873) 5.00 The Ptotesajtanuls 

(£4025211 6.00 Families (?3®M81| 
Coronation Sreoi (366S273) 7.M EuipflM. 
Surprise (2796067) &00 Upfflafc. Dorm- 
slant (2/05705) 9.00 Coronal Ion Sueci 
(3849057) 9JO The Comctairt. (6110O&5) 
10JXM11JO The PrOteslenafa [2795328] 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

6-OOorn Mouse Tracks (7351960) E JtS 
Cruoct. Altod- (7370095) 650 Bonders 
11882724) 7.16 The- Lftfle Mermaici 
(722ftt79) 740 Aladdin 14272085) 8J» 
Quack Pa ck (7899 t60i 130 Goof Troop 
(27637| 9XU The Cote Bears 13241502) 
BJ2S Poor l Corow <3260637; ft50 MuppcT 
Bata-t. |B1S6347| 10.15 Grounding Mwah 
(6086144) 10.40 SmgMoa Story (1778298) 
11-05 Pooping ion Faas (1685453) 11.10 
Big 'Garage (9528724) 11JB Ptey Along 
(2706734) 11JS Fraggle Hock 15818927) 
12^0pro Timon and Purnftaa f91 <20761 
1i30 Boy M60I5, Wo* 15554296) lifiS 
Tmcn ana PurritMii (77311892) 1.06 
Mouse Tracis <!6ll7927i 1J0 Aiaddm 
: 3375392) 2.10 Gwl Tioop (46408415) 


2 JS Bortusrt 15257347) 3JO Quack Attack 
(1970176) i « rraor and Furrrbao 

(3789714) 3J6 The L«e Mermaid 

(9343386) 4JDQ Timon awl Pira&aa 

(4242347) 4.10 Go c4 Troop (8066E21) 4.35 
Ouach Pack (9071231) 5.00 AMtWi 
(4434873) 52S Trnor and Pwnfaaa 

(5760057) 5J35 Migmy Ducks (5719271 
$J30 New Doug [534ri ^ Metis 
Worid (9927) 7.00 Biotheriy Low. (71®| 
7J0 put Greytrtare Botoy (45503) 
BOO Dave s Wain (88705) 900-1000 
Gtalen Guk. (3223(1 

FOX KIPS NETWORK _ 

O^Xhun 7hree L<nle GhoeiB U30B231) fiJO 
InsptcWf Gadget (7761927) 7A0 Samuiai 
Paza Cate (686423 U 7 JO Tower Rangers 
Zoo 16885366) 8.00 BeeOetotgs (82022311 
®J0 Oocadno (0201502) 9.00 Rraba's 
Island 146330*1 9£0 The Magic Boa 
(8740417) 9.45 ZdObitee Zoo (96950571 
1005 Rnnta's tsfaT'd (6953360) tifcK Tto 
Manic &» (7547B73) 1(L55 Dodo 
(84400163) 11 M fTrce:-3 Stflril 

(8881618) 11J0 Pmoccnm (B862347) 

1200 tnspe&iv Badger ( 8213618 ) 

12JOpcn VR Ttoopas (353683*7) 12J0 
Power Rengeri Teo (35371611) 1.10 
BeoitoMtgs (20459705) 1-30 Et*l 


Stravananca (7177873) 2.00 Ute wUh Loue 
1*249705) 230 Crocadoo (3915453) 3JM 
firttat Boy (4251540) 230 EcU 

Suavagarca (392729614J»Ue wVft Louie 
139067051 430 ftwa Bongos Zeo 
13902989) 5-00 Eseede&ags 14230* 7) 
530 Sptdermar (3926569) 630 Goose- 
bumps. 13916182) 630-7.00 Sweet Valtey 


6.00am Road to Avonl&a (28927) TJX) 
Derme the Menace 175908) BJX> Batman 
(24540) 630 Art Anack (23811) MO Flash 
Gordon (14163) 930 Bobby *' World 
1 50463! 1tU» Romuald the RerelMi 
(46347) 1030 Ftobmson Sucroe (10347) 
1130 Dangw Mouse (79415) 1130 
GraMdate High (701441 12JOO Oscar's 
Orctiesire (34927) 1230pm HaHwav 

Across the Gatoy (E1S69) 1-00 By Way cl 
the Stars (85724) 130 Blach Beauty 
[ 53540j 230 The Grt Irom ToraMrcno (2144) 
230 Ocean Odyssey (1732] 330 An Attack 
(12791 330 Flash Gordon (2637) 430 
Batman (1144) 43D-54WThe Big Didt 

CARTOON NETWORK 

Cartoons Item 5,00«m lo 9-OOpm mcMte. 
Tom and Jerry and Papeye 

NICKELODEON _ 

GJtQam Couni Dudnia (89602) 630 
fiodsD S Modem Lrio ISBSB9I 730 Hey 
Arnold' (88927) 730 Rugrats (60434) 8.00 
Doug (&QSSI 830 Anton (92827) 9.00 
CBBC (98250) 1000 Wrare’s House 
j3252V 1030 Baber (72163) 1130 Megc 
School Bus (64E15911130 Mr Mon [652981 
1230 Barwnas in Pytanus (63415) 
1230pm Ufe Bear Sw«s *90057) 130 
CBBC (11540) 230 The Wubtufcius World 
ot Or Seuss 17298) 230 Kssyto (2610) 
330 Alwi aid the Chpmtmta '6705) 330 
Brum Die KJd (7163| 430 Jumanji [62«8f 
430 Rugrars (5182) 530 Stew Sata 
(125BI S 30 tJhesha (6434) 630-730 Are 
You A! raid at ffw Dark? (93796) 

TROUBLE _ 

1230 H&aittTO* Htyi (2707188) 1.00pm 
M-rtean (40883281130 Sweet Valtoy Hgh 
[280273?! 230 Hangome (3133786) 230 
Caiitorraa Dreams (2738290) 330 ftn-a 
Grove- (3145X-7/ 330 9-2-5 (27004 IB) 4.00 
VaJtey High (2712250) 430 
HangfiflW (2710434) SOO Saved tv Bell 
13157366) 630 CuHnrrte Oturre. 

[2709706) 0.00 &4BT Grove [273»27i 
630 Madison [2720279) 7304.00 


Heartbreak Hgh p000724) 

BRAVO __ 

830pm The New Twfcjht Zone (90861441 
930 Hammer House cl Honor (9006908) 
10.00 Tort aI Duty (9C0909S) 11.00 FUJI' 
Vrttay GW (54773861130am Staisky and 
Hutch 14716800) 2.00 Tour ol Duty 
19381309) 330 FILM: On a MoonDl NkgM 
(4366583) 5.00 The New Twilight Zone 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

730pm ErtCflairtmem UK (8786) TJSD 
Roseame (B811) 8.00 Rosearew (7434) 
830 Morey Python (6569) 930 Cheem 
1447051 830 Cytoii (43291) 1030 Frasier 
(64144) 1030 Gerry Shanrtng 1738921 
1130 Asylum (40250) 1130 NigftKUind 
[533471 1230am Came) Knowledge 

[GS3Et| 130 Ct/0* 16X90) ZOO 
ment Uh (921871230 Asyhlm (31962) 330 
Frasier (44477) 330430 Gerry Srandmg 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

130am The Tw*grt Zona (1367941) 130 
Tates ol Ihe Uflaqpttied (9167212) 330- 
4.00 Dak Shadows (1354477) 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

8.00am The Joy ol Parang 930 Garden 
GctendBf 1030 The Steal Gardening PkM 
I4736KBI 1030 Dong a Up (3036340) 
11.00 The Parsed House (5566163) 1130 
ThK GW House (5587892) 1230 Tan Can 
Cook (93347321 1230pm Graham Kerr 
(1557845) 1.00 Today's Gouitwi 

(40945021 130 Home Again (2907386) 
230 Homnhm c (3139960) 230 Fumlure to 
Go (2701144) 330 Two's Country CocAng 
(3158095) 330-4.00 riw OW House 

DISCOVERY _ 

430ptn Fisting Adventures 11 (2725724) 
430 Ftoadshow (27219061 530 Tana X 
(3153540) 530 Myslartes. Magic and 
MstKtes (2705960/ 830 Alteon Summer 
(6928626) 730 Beyond 2000 (3140076) 
730 Disaster I2722B37) 830 Dangerous 
Sew (909661B) 930 Top Marques 
(5506927) 030 Utna Science (5957601} 
1000 Ju&U» Res (9012569) 1130 Sun- 
dev Dnvera (4611279) 1230 Ctessle 
Wlieeh 11448980) 130am Disaster 
(1582563) 130 Beyond 2000 (3377908) 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

4,OOpm Anoert Mysienes (1181453) 530 
Secra Senna* (71911631 630 V1MY 
(290092817.00330 Brography (46135831 


CHALLENGE TV _ 

Win vmh Prize Time twice an hour 
53Spm Blod*usJws (3137665) 530 Fam¬ 
ily Fortunes (556618) 630 Caichphraae 
(4863201 7.05 Sole ol the Century (364892) 
7.40 Give Us A Clue 1534724) 0-20 AI 
Clued Up I4W89G) 930 Through the 
Keynote (783502) BJ33 Busman's HcbOey 
(678231) 1035 Treasure Hunt (143328) 
1120 Lotte at Fast Sight (918144) 1135 
242304) 1230 Sato or the Century (52748) 
1230am Hert lo Hart (148351 130 HUH; 
Tho fncrodbia Huik Rrtnn (783611 
330 My Two Dads (40748) *-00-530 The 
Fal Guy (56545) 

UK LIVING _ 

SOOen Tiny Living (356685691 93S A 
Woman Cased Smah (57721631 9.15 
Gordon Eficm (@205618) 1035 Jerry 
Sponger (7164095) 1130 The Young end 
the Rcfifess (6400347) 1150 Brootode 
(2785989) 12-25pm Why Me’ (55279732) 
1Z55 Tempesa (8348960) 1-40 Rotonda 
(8684811) 230 The Agony Espenenee 
(9135637) 33D Lute al Trtce (26725163) 
4.05 Jeny Spmget (9512502) S36 Lngo 
(79392231) 530 Lucky Udders (9139453) 
630 < Ckeam o< Joanne (328n44) <L35 
Ready. Steady. Cook (2683089) 7.05 
Hearts Afire (151)724) 735 Brooksxfe 
(2237279) 83S Roknda 15034563) 930 
FI Lit Start of Dtun (8174960) 1130- 
12.00 The Spicy Sex Frts CS16B11) 

ZEE TV _ 

730am Jaagran 730 ZEE Morning 930 
ZEECatog B30 Patosan Business Update 
930 nfcreri Bapu Specasl 930 Gujaraii 
Spenaf Nfipi Na Chemke Motra 1030Urdu 
Serial. Nasal 1130 Aashuma 1130 Banegt 
ftpn) Basn 1Z30 Desraon 1230pm Ftaahat 
130 HhvU nut Haaton W Lakoenfe 
430 ZEE Zone Pteeeris 4,10 ZEE Tqa 10 
5.10 VBrjwn Aw Beetai 630 Sony Mai 
Uxiy 630 ZEE and You 730 Euro Zindagi 
730 Qnarnagb 830 Haws end Euronsws 
A® Anriar 935 Jaal 130 Hasrefon 1030 
Commander 1030Song Yaatea 1130 ZEE 
Honor Show 1130-1230 Antatafwi 


The 24 hour music charnel Concur 
lootaga and muac video cfcara 


The vldM hits channel Classic rock, and 
pop rfdeos and the bed new sounds 










SNOOKER 44 

Higgins cuts 
a dash at 
the Crucible 


SPORT 


GOLF 49 

Woods to the fore 
in thinking 
of Ballesteros 



McManaman fuels slim cup hopes 

Liverpool bank 
on a winger 
and a prayer 


AT MELWOOD. the Liver¬ 
pool training ground, a 
French journalist looked on 
with incredulity yesterday. “1 
have watched their session 
and they have only enjoyed 
themselves,” he said, disbe- 
lievingly. His point was a 
basic one. How can Liverpool, 
after a week in which their 
defence was exposed as highly 
susceptible to crosses, not 
spend time trying to remedy 
such an obvious and debilitat¬ 
ing flaw? 

Contrast these two stories. 
When Ireland played in Mac¬ 
edonia recently, Roy Keane 
and Denis Irwin were 
whisked away straight after 
the game by their club. 
Manchester United, to a wait¬ 
ing private jet, which Blew 
them back to Manchester. The 
next morning they were re¬ 
freshed and ready for train¬ 
ing. Jason McAteer. on the 
oiner hand, returned the next 
day with the national team, 
with stops in Nuremberg and 
Dublin. After a firful sleep, he 
arrived in Liverpool at 9pm 
the next evening. His subse¬ 
quent club march was not his 
best. 

The point is that, while 
United do not necessarily pos¬ 
sess die most ralemed players 
in England, the dub is certain¬ 
ly the most professional. 

Across the board. Manches¬ 
ter United have a massive 
advantage. They have three 


By David Mad dock 

full-time physiotherapists 
whereas Liverpool have one 
— and when he is away on 
first-team duty, injured play¬ 
ers left behind must see a 
freelance. United have adopt¬ 
ed the most high-tech training 
techniques from around the 
world; Liverpool, as the 
French journalist witnessed, 
still employ methods devised 
under Bid Shankly. And 
while Liverpool still look to 
the Shankly era for inspira¬ 
tion. United have consigned 
Sir Matt Busby's achieve¬ 
ments to their museum. 

As Liverpool enter their Cup 
Winners’ Cup semi-final, sec¬ 
ond-leg tie against Paris Saint- 
Germain tonight, they would 
do well to reflect on such a 
contrast They trail 3-0, and 
yet the competition now repre- 


ifpm 


McManaman: survivor 


time sMt w o 
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No 1076 in association with 
BRITISH MIDLAND 



ACROSS 
1 Pencil lead (8) 

5 Thailand tmce (4) 

8 In ridiculous fashion (SJ 

9 OT book, after Joel (4) 

11 Slightly drunk (5) 

12 (Programme) finish late (7) 

13 Chinese snack; sounds like 
darken a little (33) 

15 Open to alh sort of bar (6) 

18 Narrow-minded (7) 

19 Protective garment; type of 
stage (5) 

21 Decisive, difficult point {4) 

22 Not for the table; lie in bed 
(anag.) (S) 

23 Killed; twist (4) 


Z4 Mentioned in paper (8) 
DOWN 

1 Conceded, allowed (7) 

2 Gk. fabulist (5) 

3 Boisterous confusion (5-5) 

4 Fat for soap, candies (6) 

6 Sinful (7) 

7 Stoneworker (5) 

10 Ini dative, energy (3-2-3-21 
14 Bad government (7) 

16 Maintain, argue (7) 

17 literary family; Nelson's 
dukedom (6) 

18 Anvil ear-bone (5) 

20 Mechanical man (5) 
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The AirHr?e for throve 

PRIZES: THE WINNER wifi receive a return ticket travelling 
Economy Class to anywhere on British Midland's domestic or 
international network. 

THE RUNNER-UP will receive a return ticket to anywhere on 
British Midland's domestic network. British Midland offers an 
extensive range of destinations throughout the UK as well as 
Europe and has now added dally flights from Heathrow to 
Copenhagen, Oslo and Gothenburg. With over 1,500 flights a 
week to IB European destinations British Midland is the 
Airline tor Europe. 

Mightssut^ctloavaMmy. txrtain peek period rnstricocm 


Post your entry to Times Two Crossword, PO Box 6886, London 
E2 8SP to arrive by next Monday. The winners' names and sol¬ 
ution will appear on Wednesday. 

Name/Addrtss - --———--— - 


SOLUTION TO NO 1075 

ACROSS: 6 Fortune 7 Lurid 9 Capon 10 Olympia 11 Saint 
George 14 Prideandjqy 17Attract 19Yacht 21 Hence 
22 Vinegar 

DOWN: 1 Grip 2 Cul no ice 3 Devout 4 Flay 5 Property 
6 Fact SDragee IISkirting 12Enjoying 13Splash 
15 Native 16 Star 18 Apex 20 Cage 


senrs their only realistic hope 
of silverware this season. The 
summer is the time for reflec¬ 
tion and possible recrimina¬ 
tion. but what chance do 
Liverpool have tonight when 
they have not even worked on 
defending crosses this week? 

If there is a lesson to be 
learnt from this season, it is 
that it is no longer viable to 
throw together a collection of 
talented players and ask them 
to go out and play , it may have 
worked for Shankly. Paisley. 
Dalglish even, but it will not 
work against the likes of 
Juventus, Ajax and Manches¬ 
ter United. 

Roy Evans, the Liverpool 
manager, must quickly update 
his club and turn it into an 
institution for the 21st centuty; 
yet the very fact that he has a 
talented, maverick group of 
players, whose inconsistency 
has cost him so dearly this 
season, could rescue a seem¬ 
ingly impassible situation this 
evening. 

On occasions this season 
everything has come together 
and Liverpool have been irre¬ 
sistible. If Evans asks them to 
go out and play — really play 
— and they respond, then 
there is vague hope yet. 

“If is very difficult, almost 
impossible, but you never 
knew with our team at An- 
field,” Evans said. “We are 
capable of rescuing this tie. 
just as we were of throwing 
the game away in Paris. What 
we must have is a belief that 
we can still do it, still pull it off. 
If we don't believe, we can’t 
achieve.” 

Evans may well choose to 
adopt an attacking line-up, 
with Berger joining Fowler 
and Collymore in the forward 
line, yet if they are to have any 
hope at all, then it is towards 
McManaman. a comparative 
veteran at 24, that Liverpool 
must look for inspiration. 

He alone possesses the tal¬ 
ent to destroy the powerful 
Parisians. He also has history 
on his side. McManaman is 
the sole survivor from the last 
occasion that Liverpool met 
French opposition in Europe, 
when they overturned a 2-0 
deficit after visiting Auxerre in 
the Uefa Cup in the 1991-92 
campaign to win 3-2 on 
aggregate. 

“I remember it was a mar¬ 
vellous occasion, a magnifi¬ 
cent atmosphere at Anfield,” 
he said yesterday. “In the first 
leg they murdered us, much 
more convincingly than we 
were beaten in Plans, and 
that’s why I believe we still 
have a chance." 

In the other semi-final, Bob¬ 
by Robson, the Barcelona 
coach, finds himself in a 
similar situation. What had 
been a season of huge promise 
has come down to a desperate 
final throw of the dice. 

Barcelona visit Fforentina, 
of Italy, after drawing 1-1 in 
the first leg, and Robson 
accepts that it is his side's only 
chance of salvaging some¬ 
thing tangible this season. 

“We are in a position when 
we will have to roll up our 
sleeves and really go for it.” he 
said yesterday. 



Yevgeny Kafelnikov grimaces during his second-round defeat by Christian Ruud at the Monte Carlo Open yesterday. Report page 49 

Global concern at diminished Zola power 


By Russell Kempson 

IT WAS only a tweak of the 
hamstring, but its impact 
could be felt not only by 
Chelsea but also by the nat¬ 
ional teams of England and 
Italy. When Gianfranco Zola 
limped off in die final minute 
of his side’s match against 
Wimbledon at Selhursf Park 
on Tuesday night, having 
played a typically vibrant role 
in Chelsea's 1-0 win. the 
portents were not good. 

Little appears to faze Ruud 
Gullit, the Chelsea player- 
manager, but even he could 
muster no more than a guard¬ 
ed response. “I'm no medical 
expert and cannot say how 
long the injury will take to 
heal,” he said. “It is a little 
muscle problem, a spasm 
rather than a puli. Maybe it is 
not too bad.” 

It is unlikely to exclude Zola 
from the FA Cup final against 
Middlesbrough at Wembley 


an May 17. He will be handled 
with care and nursed gently 
back to health at Stamford 
Bridge, such is his value to 
Gullit* squad. 

He may, however, miss 
Italy* group two World Cup 
qualifying match at home to 
Pbland next Wednesday. Indi¬ 
rectly, that could help Eng¬ 
land. who play against 
Georgia at Wembley on the 
same night A draw or victory 
for Poland, against a Zola-less 
Italy, would enhance En¬ 
gland* chances of qualifying 
for the finals in France next 
year. 

Zola flew out to join the Italy 
squad yesterday, which Gullit 
deemed a sensible option. “I 
don’t think he will be able to 
play next week but it is a good 
thing he is still going to ftaly.” 
Gullit said. "He can have 
treatment every day from the 
national team* doctor." 

Even if the worst happened, 
and Zola did not recover in 


time for ibe Cup Final. Gullit 
retained an optimistic tone. 
“Although he gives us some¬ 
thing extra, with his great 
skills. I know I have other 
players who can cover for 
him,” he said. “Even in a cup 
final.” 

While Chelsea* victory' bore 
little relevance to the key 
issues in the FA Carling 
Premiership, Southampton's 
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1-0 victory against Sunderland 
at Roker Park proved a huge 
fillip for the South Coast dub. 
They leapfrogged above Sun¬ 
derland, into fifteenth place, 
and one more win could steer 
them clear of relegation. 

Egii Ostenstadt gave South¬ 
ampton a 22nd-minule lead 
and although Sunderland laid 
siege to the visitors' goal in the 


second half, they emerged 
empty-handed. “We played 
very well for the first half-hour 
and then had to hang on a bit” 
Graeme Souness. the South¬ 
ampton manager, said. “De¬ 
fending has been our big 
problem all season but, for a 
change, we did well in that 
department 

“Sunderland threw a lot of 
aerial stuff at us but we coped. 
When we had to tackle, we 
did. It was very pleasing all 
round. We've now got ten 
days to prepare for our next 
game, against Blackburn 
Rovers at home, and if we can 
win that, we should be safe.” 

Claus Lundekvam. the cen¬ 
tral defender, will miss the 
rest of the season after sustain¬ 
ing a shoulder injury but 
Matthew Le Ussier could 
return against Blackburn. 
“He* not yet match fit but he* 
not too far away." Souness 
said. 

Defeat for Sunderland in¬ 


creases their plight, with the 
visit of Everton on May 3 — 
the last game at Roker Park 
before the dub moves to & new 
ground — taking on huge 
importance. “I've never played 
in a Cup Final," Niall Quinn, 
the Sunderland striker, said, 
“but the Everton game will be 
the nearest thing to it" 

Neither Sheffied Wednes¬ 
day nor Aston Villa managed 
to improve their chances of 
qualifying for the Uefa Cup. 
with Wednesday losing 4-1 to 
Blackburn at Ewood Ptirk and 
Villa held to a 0-0 draw by 
Leeds United at Elland Road. 
Blackburn's victory should 
have banished any lingering 
fears of relegation. 

In the Nationwide League 
first division. Ipswich Town 
moved closer to securing a 
play-off place when They'de¬ 
feated Manchester City 1-0 at 
Fortman Road. Sieve Sedgley 
converting a 41 si-minute 
penalty. 


Chelsea forge Internet link 


GUSTAVO POYET, the Uru¬ 
guay international, is to move 
from the Spanish club. Real 
Zaragoza, to Chelsea at the 
end of the season, if was 
reported in Madrid yesterday. 
The Madrid sports daily 
newspaper. Marca. said that 
Poyet. 29. a midfielder, had 
agreed a four-year contract 
with the FA Cup finalists. 

On the same day. Chelsea 
also revealed plans to sell 
match tickets over the 
Internet, fallowing the exam¬ 
ple set by some theatres and 
cinemas which offer on-line 
booking facilities. 

From 1998, supporters are 
expected to be able to purchase 
tickets from any computer 


By Our Sports Staff * 

linked to the Internet and one 
idea is tftar users could calf up 
an interactive map of the 
ground, complete with a seat¬ 
ing plan, and dick on a 
particular seat to reserve it. 

Stuart Pearce, the Notting¬ 
ham Forest caretaker manag¬ 
er, is to remain at the City 
Ground next season as a 
player — even if the dub are 
relegated. 

Bui the England defender is 
not revealing whether he will 
remain in the managerial hoi 
seat on a permanent basis, 
although he admits he has 
made his mind up. 

Pearce, who took over as 
caretaker boss in December 
until the end of the season. 


fares the possibility of life in 
division one next season and 
defeat at Derby tonight would 
virtually seal Forest's fate. 

“I will certainly be here as a 
player next season as I have a 
three-year contract to hon¬ 
our,” said Pearce. “Unless l 
hear from anybody high up in 
the dub in the meantime. I 
will still be here. I have also 
made my mind up as regards 
whether I want to remain as a 
manager but I am not ready to 
reveal what my thoughts are.” 

There has been constant 
speculation that general man¬ 
ager Dave Bassett would take 
over team affairs from Pearce 
in the summer if he opts to 
quit that role. 


Sport mourns man for all seasons 


T here is never relish in 
the passing of great 
sportsmen, yet it is 
somehow apposite that Denis 
Compton died yesterday, with 
the football and cricket sea¬ 
sons overlapping. For he 
played both, a master of that 
bygone breed of international 
footballer-cricketers, men 
who exchanged the summer 
for the winter game as if by 
slipping into a new coat 
Compton defined the sea¬ 
sons and though the cricket 
season began in earnest yes¬ 
terday at half-mast and in 
silent respect to him. his 
legacy was of an era when a 
gifted man could walk from 
the crease to the playing field 
of football and represent his 
country at both. The seasons 
then were sacrosanct, now 
they consume one another. 
Besides, Gary Lineker, a tal¬ 
ented opening batsman as 
well as a fine goalscorer, 
found that the choice had to 
be made in adolescence, that 


Rob Hughes salutes the sublime talent 
of Denis Compton, who died yesterday 


one game or the other pos¬ 
sessed and obsessed the lad 
before he was a man. 

Compton became the first of 
our prominent sportsmen to 
employ -an agent now the 
sports are infested with them 
and it is agents, even more 
than parents, who procure the 
fortune for the budding 
sportsman. 

Compton had something to 
say about this 20 years ago. 
“Cricket- was my first love but 
with die financial incentives 
now in football it would have 
been extremely difficult for 
me to choose. It is wonderful 
to see footballers at last get¬ 
ting the wage their crowd- 
puffing talent deserves, but 
you hear so much talk about 
pressure and professionalism 
... I loved those long sum¬ 
mers and then changing to 


winter to play football 50 
tunes a season.” 

Even then, it took its tolL 
One talks, nowadays of the 
overuse syndrome, of athletes 
in ail disciplines stricken 
down by wear and tear inju¬ 
ries. Compton was a forerun¬ 
ner of that as welt be played 
in the 1950 FA Cup Final for 
Arsenal, his last game of 
professional football before 
surgeons had to work on his 
crippled right knee. 

He had charisma, a marvel¬ 
lous capacity to improvise his 
game and his life and the last 
words he wrote for anyone 
were penned just days ago for 
the England and Wales Crick¬ 
et Board Ashes guide. “There 
is nothing quite like an Ashes 
summer,” Compton wrote. "It 
is a time when I particularly 
enjoy catching up with old 


friends, and indeed old adver¬ 
saries like Keith Miller.” He 
urged everyone to enjoy this 
summer, but perhaps we 
should hope that never again 
will a man or woman so gifted 
have to second five years of 
their sporting prime to war, as 
Compton did. 

YetCompton, like his broth¬ 
er, Leslie, was a privileged 
individual Privileged with 
his gift, privileged with his 
time, and privileged that his 
mother, having forbade him 
to join the Lora* groundstaff 
for only four months* work a 
year, acquiesced once Arsenal 
offered to pay him for the 
winter game. Such duality 
goes to tfae grave with die 
greatest all-rounder of them 
aJL_ 

Tributes, page 5 
Leading article, page 23 
Obituary, page 25 
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Be 

conservative. 

(with a small ‘c’) 


Don't take any chances with your 
business systems when you rely on 
the constant avafebffity of corporate 
information You need to ensure 
maximum uptime and the highest level 
of data protection 

MorseData creates centra feed solutions 
that safeguard vital business systems. 
Together with Hewlett-Packard and 
EMC, weH show you highly resilient, 
secure network-based storage systems 
that outperform at every leveL 

Cali for a copy of our Executive 
Briefing and an invitation to a 
forthcoming technology presentation 
on inteffigent storage solutions. 
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